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Introduction 
If you will, join me again in the book of 1 Timothy as we continue our sermon series 
“Sound Doctrine and Sound Living.” Our singing today was focused upon mercy and 
grace because our text today is focused on mercy and grace. For those of us who grew 
up in the 1980s or raised kids in the 1980s, do you remember a TV show called “The 
A-Team”? A former commando unit, turned mercenaries or soldiers of fortune, would 
be hired by people to get things done. Of the four main characters, probably the most 
memorable is Bosco “BA” Baracus (BA stands for bad attitude) played by Mr. T!  
Each episode had a catchphrase, usually uttered by the leader, Hannibal. At just the 
right time, he’d say, “I love it when a plan comes together.”  

So, we’ve read Scripture about grace, thanked God in prayer for grace, sung about 
grace, all leading to our text today about “The Glorious Gospel of Grace”. I guess I 
could say this morning, “I love it when a plan comes together!” 

Now, let’s look to 1 Timothy 1:12-17. PRAY. 

Exposition 
Verses 12-17 are clearly a personal statement from Paul, who himself experienced the 
glorious gospel of grace. This transition is easily understood, if we look back to verse 
11, which refers to “the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which was 
entrusted to me.” 

Timothy’s task involved dealing with the false teachers in the Ephesian church, which 
Paul described in 1:3-10. Since these men were presenting a different, false gospel, 
Paul offers his own testimony to the true gospel, which he mentioned in 1:11.  1

What is this glorious gospel of grace? We might simply say: Jesus Christ! In these six 
verses, Paul specifically mentions “Christ Jesus” four times—showing the prominence 
of Jesus not only in his testimony but also in the gospel itself. But Paul expands our 
answer a bit more in verse 15: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” It is 
my joy and purpose this morning to extol and expound this glorious gospel of grace 
found in Jesus Christ. 

In verse 12, Paul begins his testimony by giving “thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Yes, the gospel was “entrusted” to Paul as an apostle (1:11), but Paul wants to magnify 
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the grace of Jesus by explaining that it was Christ who has called and commissioned 
him to preach this glorious gospel. How so? He said that Christ “strengthened” him, 
“considered [him] faithful” (or trustworthy), and appointed him “to the ministry”. 
Paul’s life was on a very different course of action, and yet, Jesus had different plans. 

Gratitude to Jesus is deserved, since Paul deserved none of this. It was Christ who 
apprehended Paul and took him as his own, appointing him to the ministry of the 
gospel. And Christ knew that Paul could not fulfill this call in his own power, so he 
strengthened Paul, enabled him and considered him faithful (or trustworthy) to obey 
the call and assignment for him. 

Again, Paul deserved none of this. In verse 13, Paul explains why. Paul describes his 
life before Christ as “a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man.” Paul’s 
shorthand here is on full display in Acts 9, 22, 26; Galatians 1-2; and Philippians 3. 

As a blasphemer, Paul spoke evil of Jesus as a false messiah, and even tried to force 
Christians to blaspheme as well (cf. Acts 26:9-11). As a persecutor, he chased 
Christians down to imprison them and wipe them out. Galatians 1:13 tells us that Paul 
pursued the church intensely and tried to destroy it. And as an arrogant man, Paul was 
not only convinced that his zeal was righteous, but believed his opposition to 
Christians was actually in service to Yahweh. But he couldn’t have been more wrong. 
That’s the definition of hubris, which is translated as “arrogant” here. He was a man 
full of arrogance, insolence, and violence—all of this directed at the church, and 
ultimately, at Christ. 

And yet, “Paul, an untamable tiger, met the Lion of the tribe of Judah at the Damascus 
off-ramp!”  Jesus stopped Paul in his tracks and conscripted him for the ministry of the 2

gospel—first to experience it himself, then to preach it to the Gentiles. 

Paul didn’t deserve it; he was against Christ in zealous opposition! But in verse 13, 
Paul tells us he “received mercy.” “Humanly speaking, there was no hope for someone 
as malicious and aggressive as he was. But he was not beyond the mercy of God.”  In 3

fact, Paul states this a second time in verse 16: “I received mercy …” 

Paul “acted out of ignorance in unbelief,” meaning he was not like the Pharisees, who 
understood Christ’s teaching and claims, but rejected him. No, but was against the 
church because he thought this “sect” was a threat to Judaism and a heresy toward 
Yahweh. Paul was still responsible for his sins, but he received forgiveness because he 
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, like the Pharisees (Acts 26:19).  4
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Receiving God’s mercy leads Paul to lift high the incredible grace of God, unexpected 
and undeserved. Verse 14 says, “and the grace of our Lord overflowed, along with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” 

As a child, I recall learning an acronym for GRACE: God’s Riches At Christ’s 
Expense. True, very true! But let me give a more formal definition for grace for us to 
wrestle with: God’s loving forgiveness, by which He grants exemption from judgment, 
and the promise of temporal and eternal blessing to guilty and condemned sinners 
freely, without any worthiness on their part, and based on nothing they have done or 
failed to do.  5

All of this—grace—“overflowed,” Paul said in verse 14. It’s like Niagara Falls. For 
thousands of years, it has been spilling over the edge billions of gallons of water each 
year, and it still flows with more to come.  That’s grace overflowing, inexhaustible, 6

powerful, awe-inspiring. 

And yet, this overflow of grace did not bring devastation, but rather blessing; it 
brought “along with [it] the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” How often we 
assume just the opposite! That our faith and our love toward God overflow into God’s 
grace. Not so. 

Grace is the source … faith is the conduit … love is the fruit. [important!] 

It seems like we are always thinking about our own goodness and our own worthiness, 
and we stubbornly hold to it that there must be something in us that wins the notice of 
God. No. 

Better is the hymn “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” by Elizabeth Clephane,  which says: 7

 And from my smitten heart with tears  
 Two wonders I confess, 
 The wonders of redeeming love 
 And my unworthiness. 

Ephesians 2:1-10, which I read at the beginning of service, magnifies the grace of 
God in our salvation. Twice it says: “you are saved by grace” and that is it “through 
faith” that we receive such blessing! 

Baptist pastor Charles Spurgeon has the right assessment: “Remember this; or you may 
fall into error by fixing your minds so much upon the faith which is the channel of 
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salvation as to forget the grace which is the fountain and source of even faith itself. … 
Grace is the first and last moving cause of salvation; and faith, as essential as it is, is 
only an important part of the machinery which grace employs. We are saved ‘through 
faith,’ but salvation is ‘by grace.’ … Faith occupies the position of a channel or conduit 
pipe. Grace is the fountain and the stream; faith is the aqueduct along which the flood 
of mercy flows down to refresh the thirsty sons of men.”   8

And so he concludes: “I again remind you that faith is only the channel or aqueduct, 
and not the fountainhead, and we must not look so much to it as to exalt it above the 
divine source of all blessing which lies in the grace of God. Never make a [Messiah] 
out of your faith, nor think of as if it were the independent source of your salvation. 
Our life is found in ‘looking unto Jesus,’ not in looking to our own faith.”  9

Grace is what makes the gospel so glorious! Verse 15, as mentioned earlier, contains 
the gospel—the good news—in a nutshell: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.” Just eight words in the Greek summarize the deep things of our gracious and 
glorious salvation in Christ. “This saying is trustworthy” means you can bank on it.  
It is solid, true, worthy. 

The content of the gospel is true and trustworthy, in distinction to the speculative 
nonsense of the false teachers. The offer of the gospel is universal; it is for the world. 
The essence of the gospel is the Christ came to save sinners. The application of the 
gospel is that it is personal.  10

Paul is not being disingenuous when he calls himself the “worst of” sinners. “Paul was 
so vividly aware of his own sins that he could not conceive that anybody could be 
worse. It is the language of every sinner whose conscience has been awakened and 
disturbed by the Holy Spirit.”  Insightful that Paul says “I am” rather than “I was” (as 11

in verse 13). He still feels unworthy, undeserving of grace and mercy. All who have 
tasted the grace of God in salvation feel the same, too. 

Verse 16 elaborates that Paul’s own testimony, his own experience of undeserved grace 
and mercy, is an example for us, for “those who would believe in [Christ] for eternal 
life.” Paul’s experience is an example of Christ’s patience and an example that Christ 
can save even the worst of sinners. 

2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is 
patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.” 
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Conclusion 
Let’s conclude as Paul does in verse 17, with praise. Showering undeserved grace, 
mercy, and patience upon sinners is worth a doxology, and Paul give us one. He praises 
God the “King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God.” To this God—in light of the 
salvation he graciously gives sinners through Jesus Christ—deserves “honor and glory 
forever.”  

So now we rejoice: the glorious gospel of grace is all about God’s glory; it is for his 
glory. Verse 11, “the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God.” Verse 15 is that 
gospel—the good news that Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Verse 17 
concludes that “honor and glory” belong to God the King, who sent his son, for us and 
for our salvation—this is the glorious gospel of grace. 

PRAYER and INVITATION
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