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Introduction 
If you will, join me in the book of Titus in your copy of God’s Word. Today we are 
beginning a new sermon series called “Sound Doctrine and Sound Living” that will 
keep our focus through 2021 on the books of 1-2 Timothy and Titus. 

As a young Christian, I was drawn to 1 John, Philippians. As a young minister, I was 
drawn to 1-2 Timothy, Titus. So much good instruction, but so much still left undone. 

Letters from Grandad while I was in college/summer missions. PRAY. 

Exposition 
As an introduction to these three letters, my aim today is to prepare us for a deep dive 
into the contents by asking/answering three questions: (1) who are Timothy and Titus? 
(2) where are they? and (3) why is Paul writing them these specific letters? I think if 
we cover these questions well, we should have enough context to serve as a foundation 
to build upon as we work through these letters. 

Who Are They? 
It is clear from studying Paul’s letters, and Paul’s missionary journeys in Acts, that 
Paul had many associates, helpers, and co-laborers in the work of spreading the gospel. 
But there are only two he consider to be “sons” in the faith—Titus and Timothy. 

Let’s start with TITUS. In Titus 1:4, Paul refers to him as “my true son in our common 
faith.” As a spiritual father, Paul invested his life and ministry into Titus and this letter 
shows his encouragement, instruction, and affection for the young gospel minister. 

Although not mentioned by name in Acts 15, when Paul and Barnabas went to 
Jerusalem to meet with the elders and with Peter, James, John to discuss the gospel to 
the Gentiles, Titus went with them. Paul mentioned this in Galatians 2:1-3. We also 
read in Galatians 2:3-5 that Titus was a Greek (a Gentile), and perhaps a direct 
convert of Paul’s ministry. It could be said that Titus himself was an example of the 
reach of the gospel to the Gentiles, and Paul wanted to show that fruit up close and in 
person to the Jerusalem church and her leaders. 

Paul also sent Titus to serve and minister to the church in Corinth, especially related to 
taking up a collection for the poor in Jerusalem. He’s mentioned 9x in 2 Corinthians.  
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In 2 Corinthians 8:23, Paul refers to Titus as “my partner and co-worker for you.” 
Titus was a faithful gospel minister, which is why, as Titus 1:5 says, Paul left him in 
Crete with work to do. 

Early church historian Eusebius reflects the tradition that Titus—after a few more 
assignments from Paul—went back to serve as bishop in Crete until his old age and 
presumably died there.  1

Now, TIMOTHY. In 1 Timothy 1:2, Paul also calls him “my true son in the faith” and 
in 2 Timothy 1:2 “my dearly loved son.” Unlike Titus, who was probably a direct 
convert of Paul’s ministry, Paul meets Timothy during his stop in Lystra. According to 
Acts 16:1-3, Timothy was already a disciple of Jesus, whose mother was a believing 
Jew, but whose father was a Greek (nothing more is said of his father, except his 
ethnicity). The believers highly recommended Timothy to Paul, and Paul decided to 
bring Timothy along with him.  

That’s the start of a pretty amazing relationship between Paul and Timothy. Arguably, 
Timothy became Paul’s closest ministry companion and a prominent figure among the 
churches. “In six of Paul’s thirteen letters, he links himself with Timothy in the 
opening greeting section, as if Timothy has coauthored the letters (2 Corinthians, 
Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, and Philemon). Timothy is mentioned in 
two other letters (Romans and 1 Corinthians). Two letters are addressed to him. So, of 
the thirteen Pauline letters, Timothy shows up in ten.”  2

Timothy had active involvement in the churches of Corinth, Thessalonica, and 
Philippi. I love what Paul says about Timothy in Philippians 2:19-22, “19 Now I hope 
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon so that I too may be encouraged by 
news about you. 20 For I have no one else like-minded who will genuinely care about 
your interests; 21 all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know 
his proven character, because he has served with me in the gospel ministry like a son 
with a father.” 

We discover from 1-2 Timothy that Timothy was “relatively young [1 Tim 4:12] … 
relatively timid [2 Tim 1:6-7] … relatively sick [1 Tim 5:23]. … These are not the 
characteristics of someone we would typically consider to be a strong, forceful leader. 
But we know one final thing about Timothy—namely, that he knew and was rooted in 
the Word of God (2 Tim. 3:14-17). It was precisely this knowledge and commitment to 
God’s Word that made Timothy an effective minister of Jesus Christ, one who was 
used mightily of God, and one in whom Paul had complete confidence.”  3

Knight, The Pastoral Epistles [NIGTC], 9. 1

Barcley, “Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles,” in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the New Testament, ed. by Kruger, 354.2

Ibid., 354-355.3
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At some point, apparently, Timothy was imprisoned like Paul for the gospel. Hebrews 
13:23 mentions his release from prison. But that’s about it from the Scripture itself. 
Church tradition indicates that Timothy, at age 80, tried to disrupt a parade for the 
goddess Artemis in Ephesus by preaching the gospel, and he was beaten and stoned to 
death for it. Paul lived and died for the gospel; so did Timothy. Like father, like son! 

Our second question: Where Are They? 
From the letters themselves, we discover that Titus is sent to Crete and Timothy is sent 
to Ephesus.  

CRETE was Titus’s assignment, as Titus 1:5 makes clear. Crete is a large island just 
south of Greece, about the size of Delaware and Rhode Island combined. The Old 
Testament refers to Crete as Caphtor (Deut 2:23; Jer 47:4); Amos 9:7 calls it the land 
of origin for the Philistines.  I suppose we could say that demographically, Titus’s 4

assignment was a rural one, and the people didn’t have the best reputation. For 
example, look at Titus 1:12-13, “12 One of their very own prophets said, ‘Cretans are 
always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ 13 This testimony is true.” 

We don’t know exactly how the Christian church started in Crete. It could’ve been 
after Pentecost that some who got saved went back and shared the gospel (cf. Acts 
2:11—Cretan Jews were there), starting a community of faith. Or, it’s possible, that 
when Paul sailed by Crete in Acts 27, before the major storm and shipwreck that 
landed them on another island called Malta, they stopped briefly on Crete and Paul 
preached the gospel there.  

At any rate, gospel work was left undone, and Paul sent Titus there to strengthen the 
church and set things in order. 

EPHESUS was Timothy’s assignment, as 1 Timothy 1:3 makes clear. Paul didn’t start 
the church in Ephesus, but it came to be a place of great importance and influence for 
the gospel. Ephesus was “the capital of the Roman province of Asia in what is now 
extreme western Turkey. Its population in the first century may have been near 
250,000. … [I]t was the center for worship of the pagan goddess Artemis (Diana). … 
The temple dedicated to Artemis was considered one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world.”  5

We know from Acts 18:18-28 that Paul first went to Ephesus with Aquila and Priscilla 
on his way to Antioch. Paul didn’t stay long, but he left Aquila and Priscilla there, who 
went on to disciple an eloquent, gifted disciple named Apollos. After Apollos left for 
Corinth, to minister there, Paul came back to Ephesus and stayed a couple years. 

Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy and Titus [PNTC], 49.4

Ibid., 46-47.5
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Unlike Crete, which was isolated and rural, Ephesus was a metropolitan center—a city
—important for commerce and culture. As a strategic staging ground for the spread of 
the gospel, Ephesus would’ve been vitally important, but also a huge challenge—much 
like New York City or Los Angeles. 

That is why Paul sent his most trusted associate to deal with issues in the church and 
help set things in order. That is why Paul wrote another specific letter to the church at 
Ephesus (Ephesians). That’s what drew Apollos there, and intrigued Aquila and 
Priscilla. 

Second century pastor and theologian Irenaeus reports that the apostle John resided 
and ministered in Ephesus in his old age.  Talk about an important church in an 6

important city! It wasn’t without its own problems, though. In Revelation 2, Jesus 
commends the church at Ephesus for its commitment to truth, but chastises her for 
abandoning the way of love. 

Our final question, briefly: Why Did Paul Write Them? 
Since we will spend this entire year digging into the details, I simply want to 
summarize some major reasons why Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus. I’ll list four: 

First, Paul wrote them to contend for the gospel. We don’t drift into an understanding 
of the gospel; the drift is always away from it, because too many external and internal 
pressures distract from its centrality. The most important thing Timothy and Titus 
could do is preach, teach, correct, exhort, rebuke, and persevere in the gospel. And it is 
the same for us. 

Second, Paul wrote them to confront false teaching and false teachers. Although the 
false teachings and false teachers are not the SAME in Ephesus and Crete, they are 
similar. And they are causing similar problems. Over and over again Paul is chipping 
away at these problems, instructing Timothy and Titus to address them. A healthy 
church cannot tolerate false, erroneous, irrelevant, divisive teaching and teachers. 
Another lesson for us to consider. 

Third, Paul wrote them to address conduct in the household of God, the Church. Paul 
uses this language for the church—the household of God—because we are brothers 
and sisters in Christ. But leadership is needed, and Paul sees this as vitally important. 
Service is needed, and Paul sees this as vitally important. How older/younger women, 
older/younger men, elders/deacons are to conduct themselves in the church is vitally 
important. Many things Paul will say rubs against contemporary views of church life, 
especially as it relates to women specifically and also church leadership in general. But 
we would do well to heed his apostolic advice. 

Ibid., 47.6
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Fourth, Paul wrote them to bolster commitment to the mission of the gospel. It’s one 
thing to contend for the gospel against what threatens it internally; it is another thing 
altogether to proclaim the gospel externally. Timothy had a huge task in Ephesus. Titus 
had a huge task in Crete. But the mission was the same: preach the saving gospel of 
Jesus Christ for all to hear and be saved. This also is our huge task in Ripley and 
beyond. 

Conclusion 
We would miss something important if we just assumed these letters were for Timothy 
and Titus only. Sure, Paul is instructing them, but he’s also instructing the churches 
they are serving. And he’s leaving with them the good deposit of the gospel and how it 
works itself out in real church life, so that long after he is gone—and after they are 
gone—we who pick up the baton can hold fast to what the gospel is and how we are to 
be shaped by it, even here at FBC Ripley. 

PRAYER and INVITATION
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