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SING & PLAY

Lesson 1 Kye kye kule

Children will experience the song and learn the actions, 
and then learn untuned percussion parts.

Video 1 - Introduction and singing

Children will sing and learn the actions for this 
fun song from Ghana.

You may wish to point out that while we are 
singing an African and an English verse, that it 
is not an exact translation. The English words 
are designed to match the actions. The African 
words are really a nonsense song!
 

Video 2 - Singing

You will note that we have used phonetic 
spellings in the large print on the screen, and 
the correct written spellings in the small print 
along the bottom.

This is because ‘Kye kye kule’ is pronounced 
‘Chay chay koolay’, and the phonetic spelling 
is much faster to learn.

Video 3 - Learning untuned percussion

Here we will learn two parts, and this is an 
excellent opportunity to focus on the musical 
element of beat.

Students will first learn the shaker part, which 
plays four beats to the bar, and the song is 
quite fast.

Students should practise first with “air 
shakers” while watching the video.

It’s important to note that the shakers stop at 
the end of each verse, when the singers sing 
“hey!”, so children will need to watch the 
screen and be ready for that.
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Learning untuned percussion (cont)

After learning the shaker, learn the second 
part, which is the finger cymbals.

Finger cymbals are an unusual instrument, 
however they are not expensive, and many 
schools do have a few lying around getting 
dusty in drawers!

If you don’t have finger cymbals, then the best 
instrument to use in its place are the triangles, 
which will work just fine.

Here the finger cymbals play on beat one of 
each bar, so they are playing a whole note or 
semibreve.

We don’t need to use terminology such as 
whole notes or semibreves with Grade 1 
students, but we can say we just play on “the 
first beat of the bar” and count “ONE two 
three four” to assist them to feel the beat.

When the children have learned each part 
individually with body percussion, split the 
class into two groups and practise on the 
carpet with body percussion again, before 
getting the instruments out.

Video 4 - Untuned percussion

Here just the sheet music is presented on 
screen, and you can practise once again with 
body percussion if you wish and then use this 
to play with the students on their instrument. 

If the children are struggling with this you can 
use the version from the end of video 3 instead 
which shows the instruments being played.


