
As the rains fall this week and I find myself longing for spring, I’m still captivated by 

how deeply meaningful this Lenten journey has been for us at Birmingham and 

Berkley First. Throughout this season, we’ve focused on walking with Jesus at the 

side of those who struggle the most. Last week in the Sanctuary, our choir led us 

with Sunrise Mass which reminded us of the hope of sunrise, a new day as it comes 

upon us, new life, and resurrection. Since every Sunday is meant to be a celebration 

of Easter, even in Lent, hope is the word that we bring to a war-torn world. 

One of the ways that we have held out hope for the world around us has been in 

our care for the Ukrainian people in their current experiences of violence, injustice, 

and war. To date, we have sent $9,563 to the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief (UMCOR) to bring aid to refugees and people living through the crisis of war. 

In addition, we have sent another $13,500 to aid the Christian Help Center in the Czech Republic as they assist 

Ukrainian individuals and families as they make their way to safety as refugees. Together with our mission partners, we 

remind them that they are not alone. Together, we share God’s presence, love, and hope in the midst of war. 

Spring is the season of hope even as the rains may fall in April. Hope is best experienced and held in community. If 

you’ve been longing for that sense of reconnection, there is no time like the Lenten and Easter seasons to reconnect in 

person with your faith family at Birmingham and Berkley First. 

On Saturday, we’ll continue to share in the beauty of this season with our Easter Eggstravaganza from 10:00 a.m. until 

noon at our Birmingham campus. There will be plenty of fun with food trucks, egg hunts, stories told by children’s 

author Glenys Nellist, and so much more. Then, in the evening at 7:30, you won’t want to miss Lifted Up!, a concert of 

hope, with Maestro Alvin Waddles, Blue Note recording artist Dave McMurray and his band, as well as several of our 

own Birmingham First singers. 

And don’t forget that this week is also Palm Sunday! Have you been longing to wave your palm branches and join the 

children’s parade once again? Our children’s choirs will be singing in the Sanctuary and leading us as we lift our shouts 

of “Hosanna” once more! Now is the time to join us in person as we lift our voices together, proclaiming hope for one 

another and our world. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Palm Sunday, April 10 
Worship with us at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 9:30 

service is also livestreamed. Sunday School is offered at 9:30. Nursery care is 

available at both services.  

On the Way…“To Jerusalem” (Luke 19:28-40) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Palm Arrangement on the altar is dedicated to the glory of God and 

placed with love and Palm Sunday memories to Bill Ritter from the Hinz 

family.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Dick and Carole Dills and family in loving memory of Carole’s mother, Demis Dwight. 

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A Fusion of Faith and Life. This service is 

also livestreamed. Sunday School and nursery care are available.  

On the Way…“To Jerusalem” (Luke 19:28-40) – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and 

nursery care are available.    

On the Way…“To Jerusalem” (Luke 19:28-40) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

We Are Called Read once again the powerful words shared by some of our members. These perspectives on who we 

are and what we are called to do are the perfect finale for our generosity campaign. 

••••• 

“I think today's churchgoers want to be part of a church in motion that is constantly reaching beyond 

its walls to serve others. We’re proud to be part of a church that has a passion for giving and sharing 

and putting its faith into action.” —Mark Adams 

••••• 

“Our giving is our expression of gratitude for God’s abundant blessings and the work He is doing  

through all the wonderful people at this church.” —Tom Aubrey 

••••• 

“The calling comes from God. The generousness comes from within yourself.” —Claudia Crosby 

••••• 

“I will do everything I can to bring my gifts to this place. I believe in my heart that we are meant to do 

just that.” —Lindsay Hinz 

Q: Are we that church? “Constantly reaching”? 

A: Yes! The call that never ends is a call we will always being answering! We are, 

without a doubt, gathered here for good. Our ministry is endless. And so is the 

opportunity for our members to give. Your gifts have always fueled everything we do, 

and much like God’s grace, that never changes. So, if for any reason you haven’t 

responded to us yet, please let us hear from you. We thank you for every response, 

big or small, increased or decreased. Everyone is welcome to return an Estimate of 

Giving by mail or respond online. But no matter the final tallies, we are grateful for 

the many ways in which we answer the call together. 

Our 2022 Estimate of Giving results to date: 

 Birmingham EOGs: 317 for a total of $1,180,321 

 Berkley EOGs: 41 for $233,360 

 106 new EOGS totaling $195,944, plus 115 giving increases from 2021 of $87,104 - but 71 decreases in giving 

totaling more than $109,083 

 A total of $1,413,681 toward a ministry plan goal of $1,920,000 (73.6%) and Home Fires EOGs of $101,683 

toward a goal of $250,000 (40.7%)  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/generosity-campaign-we-are-called/


Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

Palm Sunday 

April 10  

Worship includes palms for every worshiper as Holy Week begins. Children’s 

palm parade in the Sanctuary at 9:30 and 11:00 worship. All services are also 

livestreamed.  

Holy Week Worship 

Good Friday 

April 15 

The Way to Jesus: Good Friday Prayer Stations, Labyrinth, and Music 

Take time to pray, reflect and meditate on the life and death of Jesus. From noon 

to 3:00 p.m., there will be eight stations on the walking track to pause and 

reflect, and the labyrinth will be set up on the gym floor. Additionally, a brief time 

of scripture and hymns will start the commemoration at noon in the Sanctuary.  

Berkley Worship with Livestream 

Draw near to the foot of the cross in a special Good Friday service of scripture and song. Pastor Zack will bring a 

short message and we will share in communion during this reflective, contemplative service. Join us in the Berkley 

Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. or find the livestream at berkleyfirst.org, Facebook, or YouTube. 

Easter Sunday 

April 17 

Birmingham Campus 

Sunrise service: 7:15 a.m. in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center  

Sanctuary worship: 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

CLC worship: 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley Campus 

Sunrise service: 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary worship: 10:00 a.m. 

All worship except the sunrise services are also livestreamed.  

Maundy Thursday 

April 14  

Worship at 7:00 p.m. with our unique service of Holy Communion as we 

remember the last supper Jesus shared with his disciples. Childcare offered 

through age 4. Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary and livestreamed.  

A concert of hope and joy featuring our amazing Birmingham First singers — along 

with Maestro Alvin Waddles and Blue Note recording artist Dave McMurray and 

his band. A powerful program of music covering the spectrum from gospel to 

classical to Broadway will leave you feeling Lifted Up! as we enter Holy Week. Join 

us on Saturday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m. 

Lifted Up! Concert 

http://www.berkleyfirst.org
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Now is an excellent time to clean closets and gather your donations for the 

UMW Rummage Sale. The public sale is April 27-29, and its success depends 

on your donations of quality and gently-used clothing, household items, and 

furniture.  

Please donate items in good, working condition without rips, stains, or chips. 

Safety pin or fold together matching pair items (socks, gloves, mittens), label 

sheet size, bag small parts of electronics/toys and tape to item, and box sets of 

dishes, glassware, silverware, etc. to stay together during sorting.  

We welcome your donations curbside. Please note new times! There is no truck pickup for this sale. 

 Saturday, April 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 Sunday, April 24 from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

 Monday, April 25 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   

To volunteer, please contact Louise Stubbs at 248-894-1157 or stubdurf1@aol.com, or call the church at 248-646-

1200. Helping during the Rummage Sale is a great way to meet people and get connected at Birmingham First while 

helping others in need.  

Spring Cleaning = UMW Rummage Sale Donations! 

Easter Eggstravaganza 

Our Easter Eggstravaganza Event is Saturday, April 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 

noon on the front lawn at Birmingham First. All are welcome to this fun event 

featuring pictures with the Easter Bunny, food trucks, prayer walk, crafts, 

Easter stories and book fair and, of course, an Easter egg hunt! Check out 

event details on the church website: fumcbirmingham.org/easter-

eggstravaganza. The event will move indoors in case of inclement weather, so 

plan to join us rain or shine! 

Help us fill the lily cross on Easter! You are invited to remember or honor a 

loved one with an Easter lily. Cost is $21 per plant. Orders may be placed in 

one of four ways and must be received by Sunday, April 10 to be included in 

the printed listing.  

 Click here to order and pay online.  

 Bring your check or exact cash payment and fill out the order form at the 

Welcome Desk.  

 Mail the information to the church (memory or honor, name of honoree, donor name, address and phone), 

attention Janet Smylie, along with a check payable to Birmingham First.  

 Contact Janet at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. She can take your information and you 

can mail a check to the church.    

Easter Lily Order Deadline is Sunday 

mailto:stubdurf1@aol.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/easter-eggstravaganza/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/easter-eggstravaganza/
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/0cb2cbdf-b22a-47c7-8fb2-449648eea803
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


….that our Easter Eggstravaganza Event needs your smiles and helping hands this Saturday 

morning, April 9. Share an hour or two as a greeter or a station host. We hope to be on the 

front lawn, but have indoor plans in case of inclement weather. Check out volunteer 

opportunities for youth and adults at signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-assistance. 

….that the second Sunday of the month is designated as Hunger Sunday and all loose change 

in the offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose 

change to add to the offering this Sunday, April 10. For checks and bills, use an offering envelope 

and mark the Hunger line. You can also donate online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving or by 

mailing a check to the church noted “Hunger.” 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on April 24 and May 21. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie at 248-646-

1200 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org for more information or to reserve a date. 

Did You Know... 
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Our Church Family 
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Mary June Wilkinson-Schmidt and family on the death of 

her husband, Alfred Schmidt, on March 27. Click here to read his obituary.  

Want to know when and how to prune your roses and/or hydrangeas? Jane 

Carvell will give you a lesson on both and let you practice on the many roses 

and hydrangeas we have at the church. Since we don’t want to prune wet 

plants, picking a date is tricky, especially in April. Right now, the date 

is Monday, April 11 at 11:00 a.m. and again at 6:00 p.m. Jane will cover both 

roses and hydrangeas in the same workshop. Plan on about an hour and bring 

gloves, a clean, sharp bypass pruner, and something to kneel on. You can sign 

up at the Landscape Committee table this Sunday or contact Jane at 248 379-2662 or jcarve55@icloud.com. If it rains, 

we will just reschedule for another day.  

Pruning Workshop 

The Birmingham and Berkley First Annual Endowment Dinner is Friday, May 6 

at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The Annual Endowment Dinner is a ministry of 

the Endowment Board of our church. Each year the Endowment Board hosts 

dinner and a speaker with a message that will appeal to and have meaning for 

our congregation and friends. 

This year, our theme is “Together Again: New Ways of Being in Community.” 

The Endowment Board is excited and honored to announce that Dr. Lallene 

Rector will be the guest speaker at our 2022 Annual Endowment Dinner. In her sharing with us, Dr. Rector will 

address the challenges we face during difficult times. Acknowledging the strain of the last two years, her message is one 

of hope. She will use a biblical perspective about where we’ve been, where we are now, and how we can move forward 

together, both within our families and within our congregation. 

Reservations are required to attend the Endowment Dinner. You can register for this free event through our website 

or by calling Janet Smylie at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121.  

Annual Endowment Dinner 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-assistance
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.tcpalm.com/obituaries/tcn027153
mailto:jcarve55@icloud.com
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3482


Page 6 March 30, 2022 

Hunger and Missions Ministries are joining together again for a big food/supply drive to benefit eight local organizations. 

Drop off will be April 10-17 (Holy Week). Please bring in bags or boxes and place them in the containers at the CLC 

entrance. Based on the size of the list of items desired, the need is as great as ever. 

Hunger and Missions Food and Supply Drive 

Food: 

canned tuna fish and chicken 

rice / noodle side dishes (i.e. Rice-a-Roni, ramen) 

cereal, boxes or bags (sweetened) 

oatmeal 

seasonings 

condiments 

canned fruit and veggies 

mac n’ cheese 

peanut butter and jelly 

pancake mix 

beans 

pudding 

crackers 

snacks (i.e. peanuts, trail mix, Goldfish) 

granola bars, and multi grain bars 

lunch meats - turkey, chicken, ham 

sliced American and Swiss cheese 

juice boxes/ pouches 

small bottles of water 

instant and regular coffee 

popcorn (microwavable or already popped), fruit snacks, 

individual candies, or other treats 

lunch snacks, chips, pretzels, etc. and cookies - individually 

wrapped 

canned protein of any kind (Campbell’s chunky soup, Chef 

Boyardee or Spaghetti O’s) 

fresh fruits and veggies (deliver April 16-17) 

Personal Care / Household: 

shampoo and conditioner (adults and kids) 

body wash 

shampoo 

rubbing alcohol (71% or more, includes 99%) 

combs and brushes 

ponytail holders 

sunscreen 

first aid items 

diaper rash cream 

diapers (children: newborn, one, five and six) 

pull-ups  

Cologne / perfume / body spray 

shaving cream (men and women) 

trash bags (all sizes) 

headphones (all kinds) 

toothpaste 

razors 

pens 

pocket folders 

spiral notebooks 

 

Volunteers are needed to help with sorting of donations and delivery. Please see the SignUpGenius link for details:  

signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-spring1. 

In need of some delicious chocolate for those Easter baskets? Stop by the Fair Trade 

tables on Sunday, April 10. We will also have your favorite teas, coffee, and other 

baking products. Items will be available from 9:00 to 9:30 and 10:30 to 11:30.   

Equal Exchange purchases continue to guarantee that women who farm receive more 

equitable prices for their products. This allows communities to build homes, hospitals, 

and schools. Those interested in social justice might consider only buying fair trade 

certified items which means there is a third-party monitoring and certifying that 

farmers are paid adequately. 

Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44a5aa2da46-spring1


Full job descriptions and applications are available on the church website.  

Finance Assistant, Accounts Receivable. This individual will report to the Director 

of Finance and be responsible for the accounting and recording of all incoming funds for 

the church. Application and resume should be sent to the attention of Lisa Marsh, 

Executive Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Preschool Director at the Kids First Preschool, Birmingham Campus. This 

individual will report to the Pastor of Discipleship and Modern Worship and is 

responsible for creating a safe, nurturing, Christian environment for the children, their 

parents, and the preschool staff. Responsibilities include developing an appropriate 

curriculum, developing and monitoring the preschool budget, managing internal and external communications,  and 

overseeing the preschool staff. Application and resume should be sent to the attention of Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Part-time Student Ministry Coordinator at Berkley Campus. This individual will report to the Deacon of 

Young People’s Ministries. Responsibilities include supporting the student ministry team, maintaining calendar schedule, 

assisting with curriculum content, electronic newsletter, and youth group meetings and events. Weekly schedule 

includes Sundays, with a total of 10-15 hours per week. Application and resume should be sent to the attention of Rev. 

Sarah Alexander at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Childcare Coordinator at the Kids First Preschool, Birmingham Campus. This role will require active 

engagement with children and their parents, support the childcare staff, and attendance at meetings, activities and 

events. Interested applicants can find the full job description on the church website. Application and resume should be 

sent to the attention of Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

We’re Hiring! 
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Desert Sisters Retreat 

Registration for the 2022 Desert Sisters Retreat, “Charting Your Course: 

Time Out to Find Your Way In,” is now open for first-time participants, 

returning sisters, and women outside of the congregation. The retreat will take 

place September 20-23 at the Homestead and Glen Arbor B&B and be led by 

Sarah Hescheles. Cost is $400, including a $100 non-refundable deposit to 

confirm your registration. Please do not let finances keep you away; limited 

scholarships are available. Registration forms can be found at both campuses 

or online. Participation is limited to 25 women. With questions or to request a 

scholarship, please reach out to Sarah Hescheles at 231-675-9940 or sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope 

you will join the 2022 Desert Sisters journey!  

Every few seconds, someone needs blood. If you are physically able, please 

consider donating at our next blood drive on Monday, April 18 from 12:30-

7:00 p.m. Each unit of blood that you donate can help up to three people in 

need. To ensure a successful blood donation, start now and eat iron-rich 

foods: red meat, chicken, seafood, beans, quinoa, spinach, chickpeas, lentils, 

peas, and pumpkin seeds. Vitamin C also helps to absorb iron. Click here to 

register.  

April Blood Drive 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/15104843/22-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

“Living Room” Worship in the Christian Life Center and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org

