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Almost two years ago now, as the pandemic had just started and we were experiencing 

lockdowns unlike anything we had ever known before, many fearful of an unknown virus that 

was spreading like wildfire across the globe, researchers were hard at work seeking to develop a 

vaccine quicker than before. Pfizer and Moderna were the top name companies working with 

new technology to come out with MRNA vaccines. In a moment of visionary leadership, the 

famed country music singer-songwriter Dolly Parton gave a gift of $1,000,000 at Vanderbilt that 

launched Moderna into a greater spotlight. That gift not only moved forward critical research for 

the vaccine, but it was an investment in hope for all of us at the time. 

 

Imagine her story with me for a moment. Dolly Parton grew up in poverty in the Smokey 

Mountains. Perhaps one of her most well-known songs is about a Coat of Many Colors that her 

mother made for her when she was growing up. The family was so poor that all her mother could 

do to make her coat was to put together the scraps of material that she had on hand. At school, 

she was ridiculed, made fun of, for her coat. Now, later in life, she was supporting the end that 

we are seeing within our sights as numbers of Covid cases recede yet again. When others could 

not see an end in sight, Dolly believed it to be there and put herself and her resources on the line 

to bring it about for our world. 

 

Earlier this month, she went and did it again. Dolly Parton’s Dollywood Parks and Resorts made 

a major announcement that they would pay 100% of all tuition costs, fees, and books for all 

employees who want to pursue higher education. If you work for her company and you want to 

pursue a degree in a higher demand field, they have agreed to fund the education through their 

learning partners. 

 

As college debt is on the rise and students are concerned about what an education might provide 

for them long-term, as the cost of tuition could be $100,000 per year in the near future, and as a 

college education seems an unattainable dream for so many, here is a company that has decided 

that the investment is not only good for their company but for the world, as well. It’s an 

investment in hope in a time when we have so needed to hear those stories of hope. There’s no 
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promise of what the students will do in the future. There’s no guarantee that everything will 

work out all right, but there is a commitment to inspire hope for their employees and for the 

world around them. 

 

Jeremiah, the prophet from our scripture lesson this morning, was often known as the prophet of 

doom. His words of warning for the people of Judah were often met with disdain. In fact, he’s 

been locked up in the court of King Zedekiah because he spoke too much doom and gloom 

among the people of his day. He’s on a government-imposed lockdown, unjustly imprisoned for 

his speech against the King and the people. 

 

What’s even worse is that the armies of the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar have taken all the 

territory around Jerusalem, including Jeremiah’s hometown of Anathoth. You could say that 

their ladders are almost against the walls. The outlook is bleak. Any moment now, the 

Babylonians will own the city of Jerusalem and the Kingdom of Judah will come to an end. They 

will eventually cart off thousands of the Jewish people into exile in Babylon. The temple of 

Solomon will be destroyed, along with the hope of the people. If you think that a pandemic is 

bad, just imagine their situation. 

 

As all of this is happening around Jerusalem and indeed to Jeremiah himself, God speaks to 

Jeremiah and tells him that his cousin is going to come to him and ask him to purchase a field 

back home at Anathoth. Under Jewish law, Jeremiah had the right to purchase the land and keep 

it in the family. 

 

God invites Jeremiah to invest in this parcel of land that his cousin currently owns. And God 

gives Jeremiah all the details of how he’s to purchase the land. This sounds like a classic real 

estate transaction, because it is. 

 

There’s just one small problem. The times aren’t so great! This land contract is like buying 

oceanfront property in Arizona or a bridge over the Straits of Mackinac. In a matter of days, no 

person in Judah will own any land. The Babylonians will claim it all. If Jeremiah and everyone 

else is headed off to Babylon, they should probably keep whatever little cash they have on hand.  

If they can hide it well, they might be able to use it later. Buying land that they won’t own, 

however, that’s just crazy! No financial advisor in his or her right mind would ever suggest such 

a purchase. 

 

God, however, has another idea. As Jeremiah sits in jail in the court of guard, he has the deed to 

the land witnessed and sealed in clay jars because they will need to stay dry and safe. For God 

has a promise for Jeremiah as well as for the people of Judah: “Houses and fields and vineyards 

shall again be bought in this land.” 

 

This frivolous purchase is more than just a mere land transaction. Rather, God asks Jeremiah to 

invest in hope; to put a down payment on what will come in the future at a time that he may not 

see. God is saying, “It looks bleak now, but you all are coming back. I’m going to bring you 

back.” God invites Jeremiah to buy what no one else can see at that moment, a future filled with 

hope. 
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That’s what Dolly Parton and her companies were doing as they decided to provide a college 

education for their employees. They were investing in a future of hope for their employees, for 

their company, and for the world around them. And they’re doing it at a time when hope seems a 

little low for our world amidst all of our brokenness. It’s no wonder so many have been saying to 

me this past week, “This is what the Church should be doing. This is the Church.” I may be a 

little bit of a fan, but I think Dolly’s faith has a lot to do with her actions, as well. 

 

Investing in hope, however, is the work of the Church. Is it not? This is why we seek to live 

generously, so that others may experience hope and new life in Jesus Christ. Church folks are 

like Jeremiah. Christians are like Jeremiah. We can look out and see the city falling down around 

us and still hear God’s voice inviting us to buy a field filled with dreams of what might be. 

Whether it’s an actual field or the field of someone’s life, we invest because we believe in what 

God can do in that field. 

 

What was it that Claudia Crosby said in our video this morning? “Together you can do what you 

can’t do by yourself!” That’s what we do when we choose to live generously in the church. We 

decide that we can do so much more together when we live generously together. God takes what 

we have to offer and builds upon it with hope. 

 

This is why our missions team is looking to begin a new ministry connection in Ghana this year 

with the hope of building a new school where the school building is needing replacement. We 

believe in investing in hope. 

 

Our Church and Society team has resettled six Afghan refugee families, bringing new hope to 

those families. As they were originally resettling five, they realized that they could do more. 

Hope got a little contagious and emails fly into my inbox all week long with teams helping to 

sort what has come into the warehouse and others going out to furnish the homes and help the 

families move in. 

 

Hope has certainly become contagious through our Hunger Ministry this past year. As we 

prepare to return to our Empty Bowls soup supper in person again this year, a variety of 

restaurants have jumped back in with us because they believe in the power of hope and feeding 

hungry people. Last year, we sent you out to them to share some gratitude and generosity for 

those that have supported us in this ministry, but this year they’re back with us again. Together, 

we generously sow the seeds of hope for those who struggle most. 

 

And last week, as our youth sold cinnamon rolls for a choir trip to England, you generously 

shared $1,700 to help fund that trip. You invested in the hope that they bring across the pond as 

they sing and share their faith. But you also invested in the hope that these young leaders bring to 

our church today! 

 

Like Jeremiah, we are a people called by God to invest in hope, even when no one else believes 

in the hope we’re bringing. We know that “houses and fields and vineyards will again be bought 

and sold in this land.” 
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If you are on our mailing list, in the coming days you will be receiving a mailer with information 

about our We Are Called generosity campaign. I hope that you will take a moment and read the 

information that you’ll find in the brochure that’s included. I also hope that you’ll take note of 

the estimate of giving card that you’ll find in there, as well. Think of all of the people who 

invested in the hope that this place could mean and be for you today. So many of them never 

imagined that we’d be connected to members across the globe or that we’d endure a pandemic 

yet still gather together in new ways over the past two years. Yet, years ago, they faithfully 

invested in hope, trusting in what God could do when they answered the call God placed on their 

lives here in Piety Hill. 

 

And because they said “Yes” to God’s call, we’ve had one another, this beautiful place, and so 

many amazing ministries to connect us and inspire hope within us and for our world in these 

days. How might God be calling to us today to invest in hope that will be shared many years 

from now as we offer our gifts today? As you hear God’s call, I invite you to talk about it in your 

home and to bring back your estimate of giving cards that we might offer them next week on 

Generosity Sunday as we respond to God’s call once more, not simply for today but for all who 

will come after us. 


