
When I was a kid, Thanksgiving was almost always celebrated with my stepdad’s side of 

the family. My Grandma Kingsbury was not known for her cooking. We ate venison roast 

and a variety of casseroled side dishes. My favorite part was the raspberry jam and bread 

rolls. Grandma always set the jam next to me.  

Gathering at the Thanksgiving table was less a family meal and more an annual meeting of 

the minds. My stepdad’s siblings are as opposite from each other as you can get. My uncle 

was a professor at a university in Minnesota, my aunt, an artist in Milwaukee, and my 

stepdad is a retired military veteran.   

Unified only by their love and respect for my grandmother, each year we gathered for 

Thanksgiving. The tension was as thick as the whipped cream for the pie. When it was 

time, we all sat around my grandmother’s 1950s-style chrome dining table. We would 

pause as she led us all in a time of prayer before the feasting began.   

I cherish this image because Jesus’ table is open to everyone. Each of us comes to the table of God with a variety of 

baggage, expectations, and perspectives. When we are gathered at God’s holy table, we are unified in the love and 

grace offered by Christ our Lord. We are able to sit alongside one another, with eyes focused on Christ as we offer 

thanks. In turn, we experience being filled with a deeper understanding of grace and love.   

Join me in the Sanctuary at Birmingham First this Sunday, November 21, as we talk about Crazy Uncles and Obnoxious 

Friends: The Challenge of the Table: “When the Dinner Bell Rings.”    

Rev. Rachael Dunlap 
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Pancake Breakfast Benefits England Choir Tour 
There’s enough cooking to be done next week, so let us take care of breakfast this 

Sunday! Join us for our final Pancake Breakfast of 2021 in support of our IXOYC Choir 

England Tour in summer 2022. Hot pancakes, sausage, fruit, juice, and coffee are 

awaiting you this Sunday between the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. Join us for a 

delicious breakfast and good fellowship! 
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Worship with us at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 9:30 

service is also livestreamed. Sunday School is offered at 9:30 a.m. Nursery care 

is available at both services.   

Crazy Uncles and Obnoxious Friends: The Challenge of the Table: “When the 

Dinner Bell Rings” (Ephesians 4:2-6) – Rev. Rachael Dunlap 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Paul 

and Jackie Keller in honor of the wedding vows they made to each other 

45 years ago. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Kit Patrick Marinas Foxworth, born November 14 to John and 

Vanessa Foxworth. Proud grandparents are Gary and Kelly Foxworth.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A Fusion of Faith and Life. This service is 

also livestreamed. Sunday School and nursery care are available.  

Crazy Uncles and Obnoxious Friends: The Challenge of the Table: “All Means All” (Acts 10:25-35) – Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and 

nursery care are offered.  

Crazy Uncles and Obnoxious Friends: The Challenge of the Table: “All Means All” (Acts 10:25-35) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Sunday, November 21 

….that we will not publish Steeple Notes next week. Articles for the December 1 issue 

are due to Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org on Monday, November 29. 

….that the church is closed on Thursday, November 25 and Friday, November 26 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  

….that the Redford Brightmoor Initiative (RBI) was our featured mission partner 

during worship on November 7. Click here to watch their video.  

….that during the busy holiday season, gain new awe and wonder at who Jesus is. Join us in 

the all-church Advent study, Unwrapping the Names of Jesus, guided by the interactive 

daily devotional written by Asherita Ciuciu. Copies of the book are available at the Welcome Desk for $10 each.  

….that for every watch battery replaced during the month of November, Miner’s Den Jewelers will make a donation 

to our Walk-in Ministry. 

….that when you make a gift of appreciated securities to Birmingham First, you grow in your financial 

discipleship, provide resources that support vital mission and ministry, and receive an income tax deduction, often for 

the full fair market value of your gift. This translates into tax savings on your 2021 taxes! When you transfer the 

appreciated security to us, rather than selling your appreciated investment, you avoid capital gains tax otherwise due. 

Contact our Finance Director, Stephan Jones, at 248-646-6407 ext. 3133 or sjones@fumcbirmingham.org for 

instructions on how to make a gift of appreciated securities. Gifts may be directed to our current ministry budget, 

missions, or to our endowment.  

….that you can support our church while shopping online! If you shop through Amazon Smile you can designate the 

church to receive 0.5% of your purchase. Just visit smile.amazon.com, log into your Amazon account as you normally 

would, choose First United Methodist Church of Birmingham as your charity, and start shopping. It's that easy! The 

church will receive a quarterly donation from Amazon that represents their percentage of your purchases.  

Did You Know... 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gq4VbU0JbNM
mailto:sjones@fumcbirmingham.org
https://smile.amazon.com/
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Voice of Hope 
The Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. For the week of November 21, 

the Voice of Hope message will be recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “I Just Want to Thank You.” To listen, call 

248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

As the year is ending, we thank each of the faithful members who have contributed to our weekly Voice of Hope 

devotionals: Greg LaBrake, Judy Lowery, Lisa Lyon, Andy McMillan, and Steve Packard. We look forward to another 

year of devotionals in 2022. Why not listen? Each week is a different topic and is another way we can stay connected.  

Discover First 
Join clergy and staff for Discover First, a one session class that will provide you 

with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next 

steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be relaxed and 

informative as you learn more about The United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an opportunity to 

officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. We will meet in 

the Berkley First Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 21 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at 

Birmingham First and Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at 

mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

November 15: Linda Remington, Mel Rookus 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Lauren Nummer and Emily and Nick Roberts and family 

on the death of their grandfather, Donald Nummer, on November 8. His funeral is November 19 at Lutheran Church 

of the Redeemer in Birmingham.  

A Memorial Service for Edmund (Ted) Flynn will be held on Saturday, November 20 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary, with visitation starting at 10:00. Click here to read his obituary. Watch the livestream here.  

Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate 
In-person Fair Trade coffee and chocolate sales are back in time for the holidays. You may 

purchase your favorite Equal Exchange products from 9:00-9:30 and from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 

on Sundays, November 21 and December 19. We look forward to seeing all our previous 

staunch supporters as well as many new faces.  

Equal Exchange purchases guarantee that producers receive more equitable prices for their 

products. This allows communities to build homes, hospitals, and schools. Those interested 

in social justice might consider only buying Fair Trade certified items which means there is a 

third-party monitoring and certifying that farmers are paid adequately. Also, Equal Exchange 

uses only organic chocolate from Central and South America, where labor conditions are less exploitative than in other 

cacao producing countries.  

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Edmund-Westbrook-Flynn?obId=23024665#/obituaryInfo
https://vimeo.com/646075739/1d108f276f
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Children’s Christmas Pageant 
We invite preschool through 5th grade children to be a part of the Children's 

Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 19 at 9:30 a.m. This year's pageant is 

a hybrid of an in-person performance on stage and prerecorded roles. Register 

your child for a part by Tuesday, November 23. In-person dress rehearsal is 

mandatory on Saturday, December 18 from 10:00 a.m. to noon in the 

Christian Life Center. Costumes will be provided. All prerecorded roles will 

be filmed between December 2-5 onsite in the CLC; times, and dates 

TBD. Musicians are also needed in person and prerecorded. We need children 

to perform Christmas music on their own instruments. Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham with any 

questions. Learn more and register to participate at fumcbirmingham.org/pageant.  

On Sunday evening, December 12, our front lawn will transform into  

Christmas Town! This event is a reimagining of our annual Heralds of 

Christmas concert with the goal of engaging with our community during this 

season. Visitors to our town will be dazzled by our display of 50,000 

Christmas lights, stop by our café for hot chocolate, visit our Live Nativity 

with petting zoo, stop at the artisan’s shop to make a craft, roast 

marshmallows in the town square, get a picture with Santa, and much more! 

Of course, you can’t reimagine the Heralds of Christmas without choirs! 

Throughout the evening, individual choirs will perform “mini-concerts” in the Sanctuary. Come for the music, come for 

the lights, come for the hot chocolate, or come for the fun…just make sure December 12 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is on 

your calendar! 

Christmas Town: A Magical Night 

Blood Drive 
Our next Blood Drive is Wednesday, December 8 from 12:30-7:00 p.m. in the 

Christian Life Center. This is the season for giving, so please consider donating 

blood for the good of our community. If you donated at our September drive, 

you are eligible to donate again. To schedule an appointment, go to 

fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive or call Sue Smith at 248-730-3040. If you 

would like to help at the snack table, please contact Sue, as well. Face masks 

are required. There is a 48-hour deferral period after receiving the COVID 

vaccine. We are stronger together! 

Cookie Walk 
The Hunger Ministry Cookie Walk is Sunday morning, December 5, in 

Fellowship Hall. This will be a great time to select a variety of different kinds of 

cookies for your enjoyment or to share with others. Proceeds support local 

agencies providing hunger relief in our community. 

Calling all bakers! We need lots of cookies and goodies for this event. Please 

visit the Cookie Walk table after worship on Sunday to sign up to bake cookies 

and/or to help on the day of the Cookie Walk. You can also sign up at 

signupgenius.com/go/70A0E44AFAC29AA8-cookie.  

mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pageant/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e44afac29aa8-cookie
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This is Angel Tree Sunday 
Angel Tree Sunday is quickly approaching, and your help is needed to serve over 500 

angels and their families within the Detroit area this Christmas season. When you 

come to church on Sunday, November 21, stop in Fellowship Hall to choose an angel 

(or a few angels) from our trees and continue to show your support and love for this 

wonderful mission tradition. Options for donations include:  

 Choosing an angel (or angels) on Sunday, November 21 (gifts due back to church 

by Sunday, December 5) 

 Donating to our non-perishable food bags ($40/bag) to help feed our Angel Tree families 

 Donating funds for someone else to shop for an angel in your absence 

 Volunteering your time during Angel Tree preparations (December 6-10) 

 Delivering gifts and food bags to Angel Tree families (Saturday, December 11, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) 

Monetary donations are accepted by cash or check payable to Birmingham First or by online giving through Monday, 

December 5 (place amount in “Other” section and denote “Angel Tree”). Contact Liz Rito at ejrito@gmail.com or  

586-703-6495 to volunteer or with questions.  

The Missions Ministry of Birmingham and Berkley First supports more than 24 missions locally, nationally, and 

internationally. Each mission has a dedicated task force leader on the church Missions Committee who represents the 

mission within our church, organizes mission service opportunities with our congregation, and manages the funds our 

church allocates to each mission. 

The funding to support these missions comes primarily from two sources. Approximately half, about $50,000, comes 

from our church’s operating budget. In the past few years, the other funding of $55,000 annually came from money 

donated specifically to missions from our congregation through a semi-annual Partners in Missions (PIM) Appeal. Prior 

to the pandemic, we made an appeal to the congregation twice a year, in the spring and fall, for money to support our 

vast Mission Ministry. There has not been a Partners in Mission Appeal since November 2019, and we need to 

replenish our mission funds in order to continue helping the missions that we represent. Our goal is $60,000. 

It is our hope and prayer that everyone at Birmingham and Berkley First will “partner” with us through their donations 

and participation in supporting this vital ministry. Through PIM funding, each member has an opportunity to participate 

in our mission and outreach, allowing our Mission Ministry to grow and continue to provide hope, help and love to so 

many of our brothers, sisters and children in need in our area and around the world. 

Partners in Mission Appeal 

Advent By Candlelight 
The United Methodist Women warmly invite all women to Advent by 

Candlelight on Monday, November 29 at 7:00 p.m. Celebrate Advent with us 

in one of three ways: 

 Live, in person in the Birmingham Campus Sanctuary   

 In person at the Berkley Campus Sanctuary to watch the livestream of the 

program on the big screen 

 Livestream a watch party with a small group in your home 

In-person attendance at Birmingham First or Berkley First will require registration using this link: signupgenius.com/

go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-2021. Each person must be registered individually. Capacity is limited for the in-person 

gatherings to allow for spaced seating. Masks will be required. There will not be assigned seating or pews, but those 

arriving together may be seated together as space allows. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:ejrito@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-2021
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The Boy Scout Holiday Greens Sale fundraiser is here! This year we are taking 

pre-orders only and will have drive-thru pickup of orders in the church parking 

lot on Saturday afternoons, November 20 and November 27. There will be 

no Sunday sale booths on the plaza or walk-up sales on delivery 

dates. Pre-order before November 19, please. Pay at pick up with cash 

or checks payable to Boy Scout Troop 1032. 

 

 

 

Wreaths and porch pots have red bows. Grave blanket bows will be red unless other choice indicated of: blue, 

burgundy, purple, pink. 

To Order: Email Troop1032greens@gmail.com and include your name, items wanted, delivery date, and—very 

important—a phone number where you can be reached on the day of delivery. Or call Kipp Boegner with orders or 

questions at 313-719-2889. Thank you for supporting Boy Scout Troop 1032! 

Boy Scout Holiday Greens Sale 

 24 inch wreath: $25  

 30 inch wreath: $35  

 4 ft. wreath: $95  

 3 ft. grave blanket: $50 

 6 ft. grave blanket: $70 

 15 ft. cedar rope: $25  

 50 ft. cedar rope: $60 

 10 in. (pot size) porch pot: $35 

 14 in. (pot size) porch pot: $45 

Church Conference 
Our annual Church Conference will take place on Monday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m. You may attend in person or via 

Zoom (details below). The Church Conference is a time to review and celebrate the current year and lift up a vision 

for the year ahead. It includes recognition of outgoing and incoming committee members, reports, and a video of the 

year in review. We are not serving dinner this year, but all members are invited to attend the Conference. Face masks 

are required.  

Zoom Meeting: https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/82574796244?pwd=bTNIQUVmWjhHR2Uvd2xSUWRHUUoxQT09  

Meeting ID: 825 7479 6244 

Passcode: 268592  

One tap mobile: +13126266799,,82574796244# US (Mobile users please type in passcode) 

mailto:Troop1032greens@gmail.com
https://michiganumc.zoom.us/j/82574796244?pwd=bTNIQUVmWjhHR2Uvd2xSUWRHUUoxQT09

