
As Thanksgiving rolls around later this month, I’m finding myself deeply grateful to be 

able to gather at an extended family table once again. When I was younger, the 

Thanksgiving spread covered the dining room into the family room in my grandparents’ 

home. Even when we added a leaf or two to the dining room table, there was still a 

need for more room. The grandchildren all sat at the kids’ tables which were a couple 

of card tables that were set up to extend the seating for everyone. As the oldest 

grandchild, I was so thrilled the day that I was invited to move up to the adult table. 

There was always a bountiful spread at the family table. Often, friends were invited to 

join us, especially if we knew that they’d be sharing the holidays alone. Following the 

meal, instead of eating leftovers for weeks on end, we would prepare plates for all of 

my grandparents’ elderly neighbors who were either celebrating Thanksgiving alone or who we knew to be more 

homebound. My grandparents taught me the joy of generously sharing and extending our family table in a variety of 

ways whenever we gathered for Thanksgiving and holidays. 

Last week as we celebrated All Saints Sunday, we also gathered around the Lord’s table for holy communion. In all of 

my years of serving in the local church, I’ve always been amazed at how there are always leftovers on the communion 

table after all have partaken. Perhaps sometimes more than others, but there is always something left. God’s goodness 

is abundant when we take note of it in our midst, isn’t it? I see that abundance as a reminder that there’s always room 

for more at the table. 

Yet, how do we extend that table? How do we add a leaf? To whom do we extend the invitation? Family gatherings can 

bring out some different characters from each of our families. How do we come together with each of them and 

ensure that there is room for all when we gather at the table? I hope you’ll join me this week as we continue to 

explore The Challenge of the Table: “Adding a Leaf.” 

In addition to exploring the dynamics of our family tables, throughout the month of November, our Missions 

Committee will hold their annual Partners in Mission (PIM) appeal. At our last appeal, we raised over $50,000 to 

provide an amazing amount of relief to our mission partners, locally, nationally, and globally. Now, the Missions 

Committee has shared a goal of raising $60,000 this month to support the work of our mission partners in the coming 

year. Throughout this month in Sanctuary worship, you will be hearing the stories of some of those missions. You can 

find out more about the variety of missions at fumcbirmingham.org/missions-and-service/missions-ministry. Please join 

me in making a contribution to our PIM Appeal as we continue to make God’s love real for so many through our 

mission connections this year. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Worship with us at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 9:30 

service is also livestreamed. Sunday School is offered at 9:30 a.m. Nursery 

care is available at both services.   

Crazy Uncles and Obnoxious Friends: The Challenge of the Table: “Adding a 

Leaf” (Luke 14:1, 7-15) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Diana 

Ruprich in loving memory of her husband, Frank, who died on November 

12, 2020. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of Tiffin Diamond, born October 6 to Matthew and Jenna Diamond 

(proud grandparents are Bob and Marilee Neff); and Chloe Madison Benner, born November 5 to Daylan Benner 

and Emily Carman Benner (proud grandmother is Joan Benner).  

The Missions Candle is lit by Church and Society Ministry in honor of our veterans.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A 

Fusion of Faith and Life. Sunday morning is a time to worship and be 

empowered for living our faith. Life can be challenging, and often leaves us with 

more questions than answers. Learning how to embrace our faith and live it in 

the world makes all the difference. Join us for a new worship experience: 

Living Room. Sunday School and nursery care are available.  

Hanging Out at Home: “Jesus Invites Us to Be Living Room” (Luke 9:1-6,   

23-27) – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary 

and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery care are offered.  

Crazy Uncles and Obnoxious Friends: The Challenge of the Table: “Who’s Not 

Here?” (Luke 14:12-14) – Jeremiah Wade-Olson 

Sunday, November 14 

Hunger Sunday 
Loose Change for Hunger….The second Sunday of the month is designated as Hunger Sunday, and all loose change 

in the offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry. Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the 

offering this Sunday, November 14. For checks and bills, use an offering envelope and 

mark the Hunger line. You can also donate online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving or by 

mailing a check to the church noted “Hunger.” 

Hunger Ministry’s Home Foods Table….Delicious homemade goodies provided 

by the Triads and Mixed Doubles groups will be available this Sunday in Fellowship 

Hall. Your donations go to our Hunger Ministry, which disperses funds to local 

agencies providing hunger relief in our community. Every little bit helps! Thank you for 

your support!  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

November 9: Linda Remington 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

November 2: Judie Monson 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with David and Betty Breedlove and family on the death of his 

mother, Violet (Vi) Breedlove, on November 1. 

Visitation for Lewis Figley will be held on Saturday, November 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Thomas Parlor, 

followed by a private burial. Click here to read his obituary.  

A Memorial Service for Edmund (Ted) Flynn will be held on Saturday, November 20 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary, with visitation starting at 10:00. Click here to read his obituary.  

….that First Nurses will provide blood pressure screenings on Sunday, November 14. 

Stop by Fellowship Hall during the coffee hour from 10:30-11:00 a.m.  

….that we will not publish Steeple Notes during the week of Thanksgiving. Articles for 

next week’s issue are due to Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org on Monday, 

November 15. 

….that the Micah 6 Community was our featured mission partner during worship on 

November 7. Click here to watch their video.  

….that for every watch battery replaced during the month of November, Miner’s Den 

Jewelers will make a donation to our Walk-in Ministry. 

….that during the busy holiday season, gain new awe and wonder at who Jesus is. Join us in the all-church Advent 

study, Unwrapping the Names of Jesus, guided by the interactive daily devotional written by Asherita Ciuciu. Copies 

of the book are available at the Welcome Desk for $10 each.  

….that VNA is offering COVID booster shots and flu shots by appointment for the next several weeks. They are 

located just south of 13 Mile Road, at 30800 Telegraph in Bingham Farms. Please call 248-967-1440 to make an 

appointment.  

Did You Know... 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. 

We will meet in the Berkley First Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 21 

from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! Contact Mary 

Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://www.freep.com/obituaries/det107479
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Edmund-Westbrook-Flynn?obId=23024665#/obituaryInfo
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://fumcbirmingham-my.sharepoint.com/personal/bruce_fumcbirmingham_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fbruce%5Ffumcbirmingham%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FServices%2FMicah%206%20B1st%20video%2Emp4&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fbruce%5Ffumcbirmingham%5Forg%2FD
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Thanksgiving Meals for Brightmoor 
Your generous donations will help us provide a full Thanksgiving meal for 125 

Detroit families this holiday season. 

 Dinner Donor: Your gift of  $50 or more purchases an entire meal: a 

turkey, pan, pie, bag of potatoes, and bag of non-perishable foods.   

 Turkey Donor: A $25 donation purchases a turkey. 

 Trimmings Donor: A $15 donation will purchase all the “trimmings.” 

 Pie Donor: A $10 donation will purchase a pumpkin pie. 

Additional information and donation links are available at fumcbirmingham.org/brightmoor-thanksgiving/. 

Families and individuals are requested on Saturday, November 20 to pass out meals to recipients at the 

Brightmoor Free Store. Register to volunteer at signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-brightmoor1. 

Parents’ Night Out 
Parents can enjoy an evening of “free time” on Friday, November 19 from 6:00-

8:30 p.m. while their children play games, do crafts, and watch a movie with a snack 

in the Christian Life Center under the watchful eye of United Methodist Women 

volunteers. $20 donation for each child participant, with a maximum of $50 per 

family. All proceeds support mission projects locally, nationally and internationally. 

Registrations forms and payment by exact cash or check accepted at the Welcome 

Desk. Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org with questions. 

SERRV Sale 
We want to thank the congregation for your generous support and purchases at the annual November SERRV Sale 

over the past 19+ years. Missions sponsored the SERRV Sale as a nonprofit global source of fair-trade merchandise. 

SERRV has helped make a difference for many artisans around the world as it allows them to sell their goods at a fair 

market price. 

The decision has been made to discontinue the SERRV Sale at the church due to a number of concerns. Even though 

we will no longer have the annual sale, you may still support this mission with purchases from their extensive catalog. 

Their website, www.SERRV.org, has information for ordering fair-trade merchandise or for making a monetary 

contribution. —Co-Chairs, Linda Wilson and Jackie Keller 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
We invite preschool through 5th grade children to be a part of the Children's 

Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 19 at 9:30 a.m. This year's pageant is 

a hybrid of an in-person performance on stage and prerecorded roles. Register 

your child for a part by Tuesday, November 23. In-person dress rehearsal is 

mandatory on Saturday, December 18 from 10:00 a.m. to noon in the 

Christian Life Center. Costumes will be provided. All prerecorded roles will 

be filmed between December 2-5 onsite in the CLC; times, and dates 

TBD. Musicians are also needed in person and prerecorded. We need children 

to perform Christmas music on their own instruments. Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham with any 

questions. Learn more and register to participate at fumcbirmingham.org/pageant.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/brightmoor-thanksgiving/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-brightmoor1
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.serrv.org/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pageant/
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Angel Tree 
Angel Tree Sunday is quickly approaching, and your help is needed to serve over 500 

angels and their families within the Detroit area this Christmas season. When you 

come to church on Sunday, November 21, stop in Fellowship Hall to choose an angel 

(or a few angels) from our trees and continue to show your support and love for this 

wonderful mission tradition. Options for donations include:  

 Choosing an angel (or angels) on Sunday, November 21 (gifts due back to church 

by Sunday, December 5) 

 Donating to our non-perishable food bags ($40/bag) to help feed our Angel Tree families 

 Donating funds for someone else to shop for an angel in your absence 

 Volunteering your time during Angel Tree preparations (December 6-10) 

 Delivering gifts and food bags to Angel Tree families (Saturday, December 11, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) 

Monetary donations are accepted by cash or check payable to Birmingham First or by online giving through Monday, 

December 5 (place amount in “Other” section and denote “Angel Tree”). Contact Liz Rito at ejrito@gmail.com or  

586-703-6495 to volunteer or with questions.  

The Missions Ministry of Birmingham and Berkley First supports more than 24 missions locally, nationally, and 

internationally. Each mission has a dedicated task force leader on the church Missions Committee who represents the 

mission within our church, organizes mission service opportunities with our congregation, and manages the funds our 

church allocates to each mission. 

The funding to support these missions comes primarily from two sources. Approximately half, about $50,000, comes 

from our church’s operating budget. In the past few years, the other funding of $55,000 annually came from money 

donated specifically to missions from our congregation through a semi-annual Partners in Missions (PIM) Appeal. Prior 

to the pandemic, we made an appeal to the congregation twice a year, in the spring and fall, for money to support our 

vast Mission Ministry. There has not been a Partners in Mission Appeal since November 2019, and we need to 

replenish our mission funds in order to continue helping the missions that we represent. Our goal is $60,000. 

It is our hope and prayer that everyone at Birmingham and Berkley First will “partner” with us through their donations 

and participation in supporting this vital ministry. Through PIM funding, each member has an opportunity to participate 

in our mission and outreach, allowing our Mission Ministry to grow and continue to provide hope, help and love to so 

many of our brothers, sisters and children in need in our area and around the world. 

Partners in Mission  

Advent By Candlelight 
The United Methodist Women warmly invite you to Advent by Candlelight on 

Monday, November 29 at 7:00 p.m. Celebrate Advent with us in one of three 

ways: 

 Live, in person in the Birmingham Campus Sanctuary   

 In person at the Berkley Campus Sanctuary to watch the livestream of the 

program on the big screen 

 Livestream a watch party with a small group in your home 

In-person attendance at Birmingham First or Berkley First will require registration using this link: signupgenius.com/

go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-2021. Each person must be registered individually. Capacity is limited for the in-person 

gatherings to allow for spaced seating. Masks will be required. There will not be assigned seating or pews, but those 

arriving together may be seated together as space allows. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:ejrito@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-2021
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

The Boy Scout Holiday Greens Sale fundraiser is here! This year we are taking 

pre-orders only and will have drive-thru pickup of orders in the church parking 

lot on Saturday afternoons, November 20 and November 27. There will be 

no Sunday sale booths on the plaza or walk-up sales on delivery 

dates. Pre-order, please. Pay at pick up with cash or checks payable to Boy 

Scout Troop 1032. 

 

 

 

Wreaths and porch pots have red bows. Grave blanket bows will be red unless other choice indicated of: blue, 

burgundy, purple, pink. 

To Order: Email Troop1032greens@gmail.com and include your name, items wanted, delivery date, and—very 

important—a phone number where you can be reached on the day of delivery. Or call Kipp Boegner with orders or 

questions at 313-719-2889. Thank you for supporting Boy Scout Troop 1032! 

Boy Scout Holiday Greens Sale 

 24 inch wreath: $25  

 30 inch wreath: $35  

 4 ft. wreath: $95  

 3 ft. grave blanket: $50 

 6 ft. grave blanket: $70 

 15 ft. cedar rope: $25  

 50 ft. cedar rope: $60 

 10 in. (pot size) porch pot: $35 

 14 in. (pot size) porch pot: $45 

Thank you for your generous support of the Methodist Children’s Home 

Christmas Wish Lists for Foster Children. All the lists have been distributed at 

this time. Please return the unwrapped gifts, with the wish list attached, to the 

church by Friday, December 3. If you are donating items from the General 

Wish List, please return them labeled “General list.” Thank you for sprinkling 

God’s love on these precious children! 

Methodist Children’s Home Thanks 

mailto:Troop1032greens@gmail.com

