
On Saturday, around 490 children, adults, and volunteers gathered together at the 

Pumpkin Patch for a costume parade, trick or treating, hot dogs, stories, movies and 

popcorn. It was brisk, but it didn’t rain. You could see the joy on the faces of all the 

children as they stopped by each table. Several parents wanted us to know how much 

they appreciated the experience for their children. Bob Feldmaier (Hunger Ministry 

chairperson) and Kim Bowyer (Director of Children and Family Ministries) both 

estimated that about three-fourths of participants were community members who 

weren’t connected to Birmingham First. The Pumpkin Patch, a ministry to feed 

hungry people, was also a place that nourished our needs to come together and 

share fun and fellowship. 

As we live into this 200th year of ministry together, we continue to be “…gathered here for good.” It is good to come 

together and experience joy-filled fun in the presence of God and one another. When we gather together, we also 

bring love and joy to our communities across our campuses. 

One of our greatest strengths at Birmingham First is our ability to adapt and change in order to continue to make 

God’s love real in the lives of others. “Putting love into action” is one of our core values. We step up to the challenges 

of doing ministry differently because the heart of our mission is to speak love, to show love, to live out love because 

we are created in God’s image—the very image of love. 

Today, perhaps more than ever, in this age of polarization, it’s critical that the Church give witness to an authentic love 

for the world and for one another. While Jesus brought the message in new ways, he came to proclaim God’s loving 

presence that breaks into our world. Nothing could hold back God’s love, not even death. 

I don’t know what your favorite latte flavor is. It might be pumpkin spice or vanilla or even plain without any added 

flavors. In fact, you might not even like lattes. While seasons and flavors might change, there is nothing like coming 

together to do good. Might we discover the same in our ministry together if the heart of that ministry is about love? 

Even as the flavors or the ways we reach out change, we are “…gathered here for good.” 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. This Sunday, October 31, will be our last outdoor worship service at 11:00 a.m. (weather permitting). Beginning 

with All Saint’s Sunday on November 7, the 11:00 a.m. service will return to the Sanctuary as we enter the winter 

season. No matter the time, don’t forget to invite someone to join us in making God’s love real as we are “…gathered 

here for good.” 
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Worshiping Together: On Sunday, October 31, families are encouraged to worship together at 9:30 a.m. in either 

the Sanctuary or the Christian Life Center. The clergy will be offering a worship experience that is engaging for all 

ages. Sharing the worship experience with our children is important to their faith development. Children learn by 

seeing their caregivers, other congregants, and worship leaders model what it means to worship and praise God. It is 

also important that children know they are welcome in all areas of the church. Worshiping together as a family will 

help them feel welcome in our worship spaces.  

We will pause Sunday School on October 31, December 19 (children’s Christmas pageant), December 26, and January 

30 to give families multiple opportunities to worship together.  

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary or via livestream. 

Nursery care is available.  

Worship at 11:00 a.m. on the Front Lawn. If you’re not yet ready to 

worship indoors, join us for family-friendly worship on the front lawn. Nursery 

care is offered inside. In case of rain, we will move to the Sanctuary. This 

service is not livestreamed or recorded. 

More to Life than Pumpkin Spice: “Discontinued Letters”  

(Matthew 13:51-53) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Lynn and Jan Evans in celebration of their 60th 

wedding anniversary. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of Matthew Alexander Venettis, born October 18 to Nick and 

Whitney Venettis (grandmother is Deb Venettis); and Maxwell James and Lauraline Jane Isaacson, born October 21 

to Jacob and Kalena Isaacson (grandparents are Yale and Karen Porter).  

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Dick and Kate Hameister by their children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A 

Fusion of Faith and Life. Sunday morning is a time to worship and be 

empowered for living our faith. Life can be challenging, and often leaves us with 

more questions than answers. Learning how to embrace our faith and live it in 

the world makes all the difference. Join Pastor Susie in the Christian Life 

Center or online at 9:30 a.m. for a new worship experience: Living Room. 

Nursery care is offered at this hour.  

Hanging Out at Home: “The Dead Are Raised” (Luke 8:40-56) – Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary 

and via livestream. This October, experience The Gospel According to Monsters. 

Each Thursday at 6:30 p.m. we will host a double-feature movie night with a  

kid-friendly Halloween movie followed by a classic Universal black and white 

monster movie. Then come back on Sunday for a message on the gospel 

themes in these spooky films. 

The Gospel According to Monsters: “The Gospel According to 

Frankenstein” (1 Corinthians 12:12-27) – Rev. Rachael Dunlap 

Sunday, October 31 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, October 26: Karen Eschebach, Linda Remington 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

October 19: Jan Erichsen, Duane Ralston 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

 Harris and Melissa Ng and family on the death of his mother, Pik Lin Chiu, on October 21.  

 Pamela Castans and family on the death of her brother, Jack Wenstrand, on September 19. A memorial service will 

be held on November 6 at 4:00 p.m. at Stanford University Memorial Chapel in California.  

The Delta variant of COVID-19 is sneaky. It often mimics seasonal allergies and or the “common cold.” People who 

have experienced the Delta variant do not always have a fever, loss of taste, congestion, nor the aches associated with 

the flu. Sometimes it can present as a runny nose, sore throat, or other light symptoms.  

If you are experiencing any symptoms, please do not come into the building until you are certain that your symptoms 

are not due to COVID. Children are more susceptible to the Delta variant and those under the age of 12 are not yet 

able to be vaccinated. Please consider others as you carefully evaluate your own health, remembering the very young, 

the elderly, and those who are immuno-compromised and dealing with other health issues.   

A Gentle Reminder  

Pumpkin Patch sales are open through October 31. Come, purchase 

your pumpkins from us and help support local hunger ministries. Check out 

the church website to see when we are open for sales. 

Sales shifts are still available! Click here to volunteer for a shift. You will 

get a really cool orange t-shirt! Come join us in the Patch! 

The Pumpkin Patch is Still Open! 

As we continue to emerge from all that the last two years have brought, who 

among us would not benefit from healing, health, and wholeness? Men from all 

walks of life are invited to join us November 5-6 for this special two-day event 

in the Christian Life Center.  

Speakers include a mental health expert and clergy from several prominent 

United Methodist churches in Metro Detroit. In addition to the main sessions 

and breakout discussion groups, in-person participants will enjoy a broasted 

chicken dinner on Friday, continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday, and opportunities to connect with other men 

over a cornhole tournament. Unable to join us in-person? Register by midnight on October 31 as an online participant 

to watch all four main sessions and take part in an online discussion group.  

Click here for more information and to register for in-person or online participation. Questions about this event can 

be sent to Pastor Zack Dunlap at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.  

A Two-Day Men’s Event: Healing, Health and Wholeness 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-pumpkin
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/mens-event/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.
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What are Spiritual Gifts? Who has them? More than just natural talents and 

abilities, spiritual gifts are a necessary part of the body of believers. Certain 

gifts are given to each of us by the Holy Spirit so that we can better serve  

God and one another in love and grace.  

We invite you to learn more about how God has equipped you to participate 

in the life of the church. On Sunday, November 7 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom, you 

will have an opportunity to take a spiritual gifts assessment and learn about 

your spiritual gifts. Join Mary Feldmaier and Pastor Rachael Dunlap for this one-hour session to learn which ministry 

opportunities your gifts are geared toward. Click here to register. 

Spiritual Gifts Workshop 

Month of a Thousand Blessings 
In November, our student ministry program will participate in a Month of a Thousand 

Blessings. During our Sunday evening small group time (high school 4:00-5:00 p.m., 

middle school 5:00-6:00 p.m.), students will create over one thousand blessings for 

the community.  

Blessings will be in the form of hygiene kits for Ruth Ellis Center, lunches for NOAH 

and Baldwin, and blankets for Motor City Mitten Mission.   

Sign up to donate items to help our students in their efforts! Please place your 

donations in the bins outside the CLC by November 5.  

Thanksgiving Meals for Brightmoor 
Your generous donations will help us provide a full Thanksgiving meal for 125 

Detroit families this holiday season. 

 Dinner Donor: Your gift of  $50 or more purchases an entire meal: a 

turkey, pan, pie, bag of potatoes, and bag of non-perishable foods.   

 Turkey Donor: A $25 donation purchases a turkey. 

 Trimmings Donor: A $15 donation will purchase all the “trimmings.” 

 Pie Donor: A $10 donation will purchase a pumpkin pie. 

Additional information and donation links are available at fumcbirmingham.org/brightmoor-thanksgiving/. 

Volunteers are needed to help transport food from local stores to Birmingham First on the mornings of November 

8 and 9. Adults are also needed on November 19 to carry and transport food to Brightmoor. Families and individuals 

are requested on Saturday, November 20 to pass out meals to recipients at the Brightmoor Free Store. Register to 

volunteer at signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-brightmoor1. 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=47961&profileId=3325
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050848abad2ca4fc1-amonth
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/brightmoor-thanksgiving/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-brightmoor1
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Preschool Fundraisers for the Holidays 
Achatz Pies….It’s time for First Kids Preschool’s annual Achatz Pie 

Fundraiser! Order forms are available at the Welcome Desk inside the main 

entrance through Thursday, November 4. Vouchers can be picked up at the 

Welcome Desk during the week of November 15. Thank you for supporting 

First Kids Preschool as you purchase a pie or two to cap off your Thanksgiving 

feast! 

TinkerTots Boxes….First Kids Preschool is excited to host the TinkerTots 

fundraiser again this year! TinkerTots boxes are filled with developmentally-

appropriate, engaging activities with all the materials you need and easy-to-

follow instructions to keep those little hands busy at a moment’s notice. Box 

prices are $35-$50. They can be viewed and ordered at tinkertotsboxes.com/

collections/fundraiser. Please include First Kids Preschool’s name, your name, 

and “First Kids Friend” (in the classroom space) at check out. Orders can be 

picked up at the Welcome Desk starting the week of December 7. TinkerTots boxes are great Christmas gifts! 

Unite 3-on-3 Basketball is Back for 2022! 
Unite 3 on 3 Basketball is back for 2022! We are so excited to have families back in the 

CLC gym on Saturday mornings this winter. Kids ages young 5s through 4th grade (up to 

5th grade girls) are eligible to play. We also are looking for 6th-12th grade referees for the 

league (these are paid positions).  

Unite is a skill-based league where we include fun, faith, and basketball! Registration will 

open on the church website on Monday, November 1. The season is Saturday, January 15 

through Saturday, March 12 (we do not meet 2/26). The fee is $90 which includes a jersey, 

practice and game time, as well as lots of fun extras.  

We are working hard to maintain a safe environment for all involved and will follow COVID guidelines as outlined by 

the church and MDHHS (see church website for more details). Please email Beth Torrey at 

btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org with any questions or for more information. Spread the word to friends and 

neighbors! All are welcome!  

Methodist Children’s Home Christmas Wish Lists 
Every year, Methodist Children’s Home Society delivers the Christmas spirit 

to nearly 250 children. We need your help to make this possible once again by 

adopting a foster child’s Christmas Wish List. Visit our table during the coffee 

hour between services on Sunday, October 31 to receive a Wish List for a 

child you would like to sponsor, then purchase as many items as possible. 

Items range in price from $25-$75. There is an Amazon link available to shop 

once you have a list. All donated gifts should be returned, unwrapped, to the 

Welcome Desk/Thomas Parlor by Friday, December 3. Contact Nancy 

Overman (248-646-5360) or Connie Pelton (248-219-2520 text/call) with any questions. 

You may also make a monetary donation at mchsmi.org. When donating online, please write “Christmas Wish List” in 

the “In Honor Of” box. Checks may be mailed to Methodist Children’s Home Society, Attn: Kerri Hill, Development 

Dept., 26645 W. 6 Mile Rd., Redford Twp., MI 48240. Please write “Christmas Wish List” in the memo.  

https://tinkertotsboxes.com/collections/fundraiser
https://tinkertotsboxes.com/collections/fundraiser
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=47974&profileId=3326
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:Unite%203%20on%203%20basketball%20is%20back%20for%202022!%20%20We%20are%20so%20excited%20to%20have%20families%20back%20in%20the%20CLC%20gym%20on%20Saturday%20mornings%20this%20winter.%20%20Kids%20ages%20young%205's-4th%20grade%20(up%20to%205th%20grade%
https://mchsmi.org/


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

“Living Room” Worship in the Christian Life Center and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship on the Front Lawn (Sanctuary in case of rain): Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Page 6 October 27, 2021 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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