
In recent weeks, I’ve found myself praying as I arise in the morning, “Lord, let me be 

of use to you today. Help me to see those places where you are at work in my life 

and how I can connect as a vessel of your love for someone else.” With all my heart, 

I seek to be a vessel of God’s grace and love at work in the world. I want those that I 

encounter to see more of God in who I am. After all, you and I are created in God’s 

very image. It’s that image that I want to shine through me the most. 

On Sunday morning following one of our worship services, I noticed a woman come 

into the Sanctuary after everyone left. She was trying to get a picture of the altar. I 

invited her to step a little further in to get a better angle. She introduced herself to 

me and told me that she was up here from Florida for some medical care. She told 

me that she had passed by the church the other day, but felt a gentle nudging to get up and come back for Sunday 

worship. She didn’t know why she kept feeling as if she needed to come in, but decided to join us for worship that 

morning. 

During worship, I preached on the parable of the pearl of great price. When she heard the sermon, she knew why she 

was there. A cherished friend had just gifted her with some pearls. While she was deeply grateful for the pearls, she 

was most appreciative of the care and love that they shared with one another. Our conversation also offered me the 

opportunity to pray with her as she prepared for medical care in the area. 

When we pray, we never really know how God will answer, but we know that God does listen. May our eyes be 

opened to see those answers even when we’ve forgotten what we’ve prayed. 

This Sunday, I hope you’ll join me for some amazing pancakes as we support our IXOYC high school choir as they 

prepare for a trip to England next June. As you share fellowship and a free-will offering, offer up a prayer for them, as 

well. May God use them on their trip and speak to them as they grow as witnesses of God’s love in our world. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Pancake Breakfast Benefits England Choir Tour 
This month’s pancake breakfast on Sunday, October 17 jumps on the pumpkin train 

with pumpkin pancakes…of course, we’ll have plain pancakes, sausage, fruit, coffee, and 

juice to complete the feast! We’ll be serving up breakfast outside on the plaza between 

the main entrance and CLC after the 9:30 services. So plan to stick around, or come 

early for the 11:00 service, and have a fantastic breakfast, spend some time in 

community with your church family, and help our high school choir fund their England 

Tour next summer.  

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary or via livestream. Sunday 

School and Nursery are also offered at this hour.  

Worship at 11:00 a.m. on the Front Lawn. If you’re not yet ready to 

worship indoors, join us for family-friendly worship on the front lawn! Nursery 

care is offered inside. In case of rain, we will move to the Sanctuary. This 

service is not livestreamed or recorded. 

More to Life than Pumpkin Spice: “Flowers in Fall” (Matthew 6:24-34) –  

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Merrill Haviland and family in loving memory of 

Phyllis Haviland.  

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Matthew John Miller, born October 9 to Josh and Rebecca Miller. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Lisa Wells and family in loving memory of Steven Wells, who passed away two years 

ago on October 12. He is dearly missed.   

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A 

Fusion of Faith and Life. Sunday morning is a time to worship and be 

empowered for living our faith. Life can be challenging, and often leaves us with 

more questions than answers. Learning how to embrace our faith and live it in 

the world makes all the difference. Join Pastor Susie in the Christian Life 

Center or online at 9:30 a.m. for a new worship experience: Living Room. 

Sunday School and Nursery are also offered at this hour.  

Hanging Out at Home: “People Are Healed” (Luke 4:38-44) – Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary 

and via livestream. This October, experience The Gospel According to Monsters. 

Each Thursday at 6:30 p.m. we will host a double-feature movie night with a  

kid-friendly Halloween movie followed by a classic Universal black and white 

monster movie. Then come back on Sunday for a message on the gospel 

themes in these spooky films. 

The Gospel According to Monsters: “The Gospel According to Dracula”  

(Romans 3:21-26) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Sunday, October 17 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Wednesday, October 13: Duane Ralston, Dick Schoelch 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

 Mike and Anita Barratt and family on the death of his brother, Thomas Barratt, on October 1 in Salem, Oregon. 

 Kevin Finney and Allison Diemer and family on the death of their grandmother, Barbara Kraft, on October 4. Her 

funeral will be held on October 17 in South Carolina.  

 Matt and Michelle Riedesel and family on the death of her mother on October 4.  

 The family of former member Douglas Goldsby, who died on August 18.  

Sign Up to Be a Greeter! 
Greeters are needed for worship services.  

You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite 

them. Volunteering is a great way to get to know people in your church family!  

Highlight and paste this link to sign up (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly) or contact Mary 

Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

….that the Love and Logic Parenting Class has moved to October 19 through 

November 23 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Registration is again open, so plan to 

join us! Click here for more information and to register before midnight on October 16. 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on November 14, 21 and 28. Cost: $60. Please 

contact Janet Smylie at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org to reserve a 

date.  

….that Church and Society Ministry is partnering with Samaritas to furnish homes for 

Afghan refugees coming to the Detroit area. Within a few weeks, as plans and timelines 

are established, C&S will provide the volunteer platform that will allow all of us to join in the resettlement effort. In 

the meantime, if you would be interested in participating with C&S in developing Birmingham and Berkley First’s 

resettlement plans, contact Frank Driscoll at frank.driscoll@mellc.co or 248-535-2225.  

….that we are hiring! We seek to fill these positions as soon as possible: Elementary Coordinator, Missions 

Administrator, CLC Coordinator, and Part-time Custodian at the Birmingham Campus. Full job descriptions and 

applications can be viewed on our website. If interested, please submit an application for any of these positions to Lisa 

Marsh, Executive Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. If you know someone who is looking for employment, 

please share these openings with them. 

Did You Know... 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/event/love-and-logic-parenting-class/2021-11-16/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:frank.driscoll@mellc.co
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
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The Pumpkin Patch is returning to Birmingham First! All proceeds will go to 

support local hunger ministries.  

Help! We are way short of the volunteers we need for the Pumpkin Patch.  

Lots of volunteers are needed to unload the pumpkins on Saturday, 

October 16. We will not know the time until the day before or maybe even 

that morning. Click here to sign up to help, and you will receive an email with 

the exact time. Or watch Facebook and the church website on Saturday and 

just show up when the pumpkins arrive. All help is needed and appreciated! 

Sales will be open October 17-31. Click here to volunteer for a sales shift. You will get a really cool orange t-shirt! 

Come join us in The Patch! 

Pumpkin Patch 

Community Halloween Fun in The Patch 

Everyone is welcome to dress up and enjoy Halloween on the front lawn on 

Saturday, October 23 amongst the Pumpkin Patch! We will have a children's 

parade with trick or treating, storybook time, a hotdog Halloweenie Roast, 

and movies on the lawn. See the church website for more information.  

Volunteers are needed to make the Community Halloween Fun in The Patch 

event welcoming and amazing. Register to help at our SignUpGenius 

link: signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-community. 

As we continue to emerge from all that the last two years have brought, who 

among us would not benefit from healing, health, and wholeness? Men from all 

walks of life are invited to join us November 5-6 for this special two-day event 

in the Christian Life Center. Speakers include a mental health expert and 

clergy from several prominent United Methodist churches in Metro Detroit. In 

addition to the main sessions and breakout discussion groups, in-person 

participants will enjoy a broasted chicken dinner on Friday, continental 

breakfast and lunch on Saturday, and opportunities to connect with other men 

over a cornhole tournament. Unable to join us in-person? Register as an online participant to watch all four main 

sessions and take part in an online discussion group.  

Click here for more information and to register for in-person or online participation. Questions about this event can 

be sent to Pastor Zack Dunlap at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.  

A Two-Day Men’s Event: Healing, Health and Wholeness 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-pumpkin1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-pumpkin
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-community
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/mens-event/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.


Baptisms 
We are still offering baptisms! Baptisms can take place during 9:30 worship or 

privately in the Sanctuary following 11:00 worship. We are now scheduling 

baptisms for November 21, December 19 and December 26.  

We ask parents to attend a baptism classes if you have not taken one with us 

previously. These classes meet via Zoom. 

For more information or to schedule a baptism, please contact Janet Smylie at 

office@fumcbirmingahm.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

New Neighbor Welcome Bags 

Have a new neighbor in your neighborhood?   

Looking for a way to connect with them?   

Birmingham First has just what you need! 

Stop by the Welcome Desk at the Main Entrance and ask for a Welcome Bag 

to share with a new neighbor! 
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What are Spiritual Gifts? Who has them? More than just natural talents and 

abilities, spiritual gifts are a necessary part of the body of believers. Certain 

gifts are given to each of us by the Holy Spirit so that we can better serve  

God and one another in love and grace.  

We invite you to learn more about how God has equipped you to participate 

in the life of the church. On Sunday, November 7 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom, you 

will have an opportunity to take a spiritual gifts assessment and learn about 

your spiritual gifts. Join Mary Feldmaier and Pastor Rachael Dunlap for this one-hour session to learn which ministry 

opportunities your gifts are geared toward. Click here to register. 

Spiritual Gifts Workshop 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. 

We will meet in Thomas Parlor at the Birmingham Campus on Tuesday, 

October 19 at 7:00 p.m. or you may join us on Zoom. 

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! Contact Mary 

Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=47961&profileId=3325
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

“Living Room” Worship in the Christian Life Center and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship on the Front Lawn (Sanctuary in case of rain): Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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