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Oh, I remember it like it was yesterday! I was attending a conference put on by the General 

Board of Discipleship in Nashville, Tennessee, at the Scarritt-Bennett Center. We were there to 

talk about this organic movement that was taking place in the Church at the time that was 

envisioning how the Church could develop authentic community in new ways out in the world 

outside of the confines of our beautiful church buildings. For instance, what does worship look 

like when it takes place in a restaurant…or a bar? It was moving beyond the contemporary 

worship movement to think about how we as a community of faith move beyond the walls of our 

buildings back out into the places where people live and move and have their being. 

 

After a day filled with reimagining what it means to be the body of Christ in the world, a group 

of us decided to meet up at Starbucks for more conversation. When I walked in, I knew that I 

wanted a latte, but I wasn’t sure what flavor. The barista said, “Have you tried our new pumpkin 

spice latte yet?” I hadn’t, but I was open to trying something new. What sounded more like home 

when you’re half a day away from home than “pumpkin spice”? It didn’t disappoint, either. It 

had that amazing “Thanksgiving table with family and friends” flavor to it. The scent of warm 

cinnamon and nutmeg just sent my mind right back to Michigan and my grandmother’s 

homemade pumpkin pie just before the flavors started to dance on the tip of my tongue. Before 

you knew it, I was hooked. 

 

Starbucks started the pumpkin spice latte epidemic in January of 2003 as one of its new winter 

flavors. It quickly became a fall favorite that makes us think of home, family, Thanksgiving, and 

color tours in upper Michigan. Those who love them just can’t wait for the flavor to return earlier 

each year. In fact, some would probably prefer that they are offered year round. 

 

And if you can’t relate to craving pumpkin spice in the summer, you know what it’s like to start 

thinking about McDonald’s shamrock shakes in November, don’t you? How do we satisfy these 

out of season, out of place cravings? 
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This year, Starbucks brought back the fall flavor at the end of August while we were still living 

in summer temperatures. A pumpkin spice latte in summer is like walking into the store and 

hearing Christmas music before Halloween and Thanksgiving—unless you’re at Bronner’s 

where it’s Christmas all year round. Nothing like Thanksgiving and Christmas before we’ve 

started back to school in September, right? But how many of you then take those decorations 

down before Epiphany on January 6? 

 

Since Starbucks introduced the pumpkin spice latte in January 2003, I’m certain that Jesus didn’t 

have much to say about a crazy fall flavor craving in the spring or summer. Yet, I do think that 

he has something to say about the spiritual nature of our cravings as we live out our lives in light 

of the kin-dom. What is it that transports our minds to heaven or to the kin-dom of God as we 

live in a world that seeks the immediate gratification of our cravings? 

 

Some of you heard the scripture lesson this morning—and you’ve heard these verses before—so 

your mind was transported somewhere. What word jumped out at you as you listened? 

[Treasure.] When we hear this scripture, we’re instantly transported to a great number of 

sermons we’ve heard before, aren’t we? Especially since we’re hearing it in October, right? For 

us at Birmingham First, this is usually the start of our generosity campaign. As we hear this 

scripture, we all start to squirm in our seats and know that a stewardship sermon, a sermon about 

money, is about to jump out of the pulpit at us. “Treasure” was the magic word. It’s the 

appropriate season, isn’t it? 

 

For those of you that are waiting, we’ve got a great campaign planned for February. For those of 

you that are starting to think about your gifts for next year, please be encouraged to do that now. 

You can even adjust your giving up as you think about all the transformational ways we have 

witnessed love in the past year for our communities and the world. We couldn’t do it without 

your leadership. We’re working to get the Christian Life Center opened in the coming days and 

have posted the job for a coordinator who will help us to plan new programming so that we 

might make the space all the more invitational. There are lots of good things happening in these 

days. 

 

On the other hand, I don’t think Jesus is only talking about the human propensity to store up 

money or hoard our resources. He’s not simply inviting us to think about how we treasure what 

we have on this earth, but to think about what it is we treasure most in our lives. What is our 

treasure? And how does what we desire or crave as a people of God give witness to a season 

beyond where we are at now in the world? How does our investment of who we are and all that 

we have move our world one step closer to realizing the “kin-dom of God on earth as it is in 

heaven”? 

 

Just a few verses before this, Jesus teaches those gathered around him to pray what we have 

come to know as the Lord’s Prayer. And if we’re going to see that happen, then he’s inviting us 

to consider being “all in” for craving the season of the kin-dom even while we’re living in a 

different season right now. The kin-dom isn’t about some pie in the sky when we die, it’s about 

bringing the present reality of God’s love and life in Jesus Christ here and now; about making 

God’s love, God’s presence, real right here and now until earth is like heaven, because that’s 
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how God intended it to be from the beginning. “For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also.” 

 

The heart follows where we place our priorities in our lives. Do we crave seeing God’s presence 

more in our lives, in our families, in our homes, and in the midst of a broken world? I don’t 

know about you, but in all of my life, I want to see more of Jesus. This is the greatest desire of 

my heart as a follower of Christ: to see Jesus and his kin-dom established on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

 

But there are things that sometimes get in the way of our where we’d like to place our hearts and 

where they sometimes reside. What is it that we treasure most? Is it Jesus and his kin-dom of 

love and goodness? What is it that we find ourselves pursuing the most? 

 

In my life as a follower of Jesus, I value relationships with other people. I want know what’s 

going on in the lives of people and journey with them in all of the greatest joys and their greatest 

struggles. It’s a huge part of my call to ministry. I like to walk with people and share sacred 

moments and stories. As a pastor, I’m always trying to think about how we can all just get along.  

I have this image of the kin-dom of God and pursue it with all of my heart. I’d like to think that 

it’s what I treasure most: to be a vessel of God’s love and grace at work in the world. So I’m 

always trying to find common ground even when I disagree and get people on the same page. 

 

That works for me…until it doesn’t. As one seeking such deep connection with people, I 

sometimes end up valuing bringing everyone on board more than moving a step closer to a kin-

dom that also includes a call for justice when we disagree. I can’t stand it when people are upset 

with me. It hurts me to the core as one whom Henri Nouwen would describe as a “wounded 

healer.” I tend to bear all the pain and brokenness of the world. Meyers-Briggs folks, I’m an 

INFP. DiSC folks, I’m an S, which stands for steadiness. I try to maintain stability and balance, 

and my fear of losing a relationship can stand in the way for me of “being bold.” I need people 

around me at times to help me be courageous; to stand with me. 

 

I don’t want to value “steadiness” above where Jesus might be leading me closer to the kin-dom, 

but I know what it’s like to crave it at times when Jesus is standing on the water telling me to get 

out of the boat. Fear can cause me to treasure steadiness and peace rather than stepping out in a 

faith that might see some rocky waves. But the kin-dom of God, living into the blessed 

community, being the Church, requires times of steadiness and peace as well as being voices for 

justice. Loving like Jesus involves each of these values in our lives. And the seasons and desire 

of our world are not always in time with the kin-dom of God. So what is it that we treasure most? 

 

Are you hearing me, Church? Jesus isn’t just talking about money here. He’s inviting us to think 

about what we value most. Do we simply pray for earth to become like heaven or do we work to 

make it happen in the here and now, that our world might be transformed because we’ve chosen 

to crave Jesus and what it looks like to live in a world where everyone is making God’s love real 

with every moment of our lives? Or do we let some other craving or desire get in the way? “For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Where are our hearts? Are they bound up 

in our fears or are we living boldly in our faith as if the kin-dom is here right now and Jesus is 

present right now…because it is…and Jesus is! 



4 

 

This past week, a colleague was sharing with me that Carey Neuhoff, pastor of a thriving church 

in Toronto and a recognized speaker on church leadership and vitality, had projected that when 

we come to the end of the pandemic in the United States, in-person church attendance will be 

36% of what it was pre-pandemic in 2019. Wow! It took my breath away! Breathe, Church, 

breathe! 

 

Before you think that was too far off, just a month ago, our SPRC chairperson, Chuck Truza, was 

sharing at a meeting that he had heard churches are experiencing attendances of around 40% of 

what they were before the pandemic began. A quick check of Barna Institute statistics which 

follow church trends might be showing that these projections aren’t too far off. 

 

Scary, isn’t it? What will do about that as a church? What can we do in the face of that? What do 

we do as individual disciples of Jesus Christ? 

 

Perhaps it’s time that we rethink church as something other than just worship one time per week 

on a Sunday morning? Is it time that the Church begins to think about what we do to connect 

with people beyond worship experiences? Is it time for us to begin thinking about how we take 

the Church, the very living, breathing body of Christ, back out into the world, where the people 

are, so that God’s kin-dom may come on earth as it is in heaven? 

 

In this time, we’ve learned that our homes are the sanctuaries of God’s presence. Certainly all of 

heaven is a sanctuary of God’s presence. This building is the sanctuary of God’s presence, but so 

is the heart of a disciple of Jesus Christ. Wherever we go, we bring God’s presence and have the 

power to make that time and space holy by God’s presence. 

 

So perhaps the Church needs to look like more opportunities for missions, more invitations for 

feeding the hungry, more prayers said with friends at high-top tables in the bar, more chats with 

a neighbor over the fence, and more welcome and inclusion wherever the Church may find 

herself, because the kin-dom of heaven is more open, more loving, and bigger than we had 

imagined. But where shall we place our hearts, Church? Here? Or out there? In our fears or our 

desires to be more right and righteous than one another? Or in losing who we thought we were, 

that we might discover the fullness of love that God intends for us to be? 

 

Could it be that there is more to life than pumpkin spice? What season are we living in? And 

where do we place our hearts? 

 

 


