
In started around the end of August! And now it’s all over the place! Even before the 

fall season began on September 22, the word was out! Pumpkin Spice lattes were 

back at your favorite coffee shops throughout the United States! Pumpkin Spice—you 

either love it or you don’t. Those who love the flavor can’t wait for the season to 

start earlier each year. The anticipation is much like that for those who love the 

Christmas season so much that they put up their decorations at the end of October 

or earlier. 

In any case, there is nothing like anticipating seasons or flavors that we crave, is 

there? We set our minds and hearts on it and we’re ready for the time to come. 

Most often, it can’t come soon enough. The smell of pumpkin spice as you’re 

shopping, or the Christmas ornaments that go up in the stores, or the music you begin to hear when you’re shopping 

all seem to place our hearts in particular times and places. 

On the other hand, how do we live with a deeper appreciation of the present moment? Where is it that we place our 

hearts in these moments when we’re yearning for something else, for another time or another place? How do we 

place ourselves all in for a season that is not quite yet fully realized in our lives? Is there more to life than pumpkin 

spice? 

Jesus once said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 

break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

This Sunday, we’ll talk about our heart’s greatest desires and what’s really worth treasuring in our lives as we 

rediscover the real spice to life this month. We’ll also break bread and share communion with one another as we 

celebrate with other Christians around the globe on World Communion Sunday. Online, in the Sanctuary, or on the 

front lawn, I’m looking forward to examining the flavors of faith and life together with you. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Bible Sundays for Kindergartners and 3rd Graders 

It’s time to present our kindergarten and 3rd grade students with their own 

Bibles! Bible Sunday will be hosted at indoor and outdoor presentations on 

two dates. Please RSVP to receive a dedicated Bible. 

Kindergartners will receive their Bibles on Sunday, October 17 during the 

9:30 Living Room service in the CLC or during outdoor worship that same day 

at 11:00 on the front lawn. RSVP by October 10 to Kelly Ann Holquist, Early 

Childhood Coordinator, at kholquist@fumcbirmingham.org. 

3rd Graders will receive their Bibles on Sunday, October 10 during the 9:30 Sanctuary service or on October 17 

during outdoor worship at 11:00 on the front lawn. RSVP by October 3 to Kim Bowyer, Director of Children and 

Family Ministry, at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary or via livestream. Sunday 

School and Nursery are also offered at this hour.  

Worship at 11:00 a.m. on the Front Lawn. If you’re not yet ready to 

worship indoors, join us for family-friendly worship on the front lawn this fall! 

Nursery care is offered inside. This service will not be livestreamed.  

More to Life than Pumpkin Spice: “Fall Flavors in the Spring” (Matthew  

6:19-21) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Deb 

and Mike Roy and family in loving memory of her mother, JB Yeargan, whose memorial service was held on 

Saturday, October 2 in our Sanctuary.  

Holy Communion will be served during worship this week. If you will worship via livestream, you may pick up 

communion elements at the Welcome Desk anytime during the week.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A Fusion of Faith and Life. Sunday 

morning is a time to worship and be empowered for living our faith. Life can 

be challenging, and often leaves us with more questions than answers. 

Learning how to embrace our faith and live it in the world makes all the 

difference. Join Pastor Susie in the Christian Life Center or online at 9:30 a.m. 

for a new worship experience: Living Room. Sunday School and Nursery are 

also offered at this hour.  

Living Room Worship: Hanging Out at Home: “A Vision for Living 

Room” (Acts 17:16-28a) – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. In his first-ever 

sermon, Brian White is preaching on Peter stepping out of the boat and walking on water. Pastor Zack will also lead 

communion this Sunday.  

Berkley Worship: “What Are You Afraid Of?” (Matthew 14:22-31) – Brian White  

Sunday, October 3 

mailto:kholquist@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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….that all are invited to attend Discipleship Fast Track: New Testament, a new weekly 

Bible study that meets on Sundays from 8:00-9:15 a.m. in the Ward Library. We will use the 

Discipleship Fast Track curriculum to explore the New Testament and grow on our journey 

to becoming mature disciples of Jesus Christ. Facilitated by Rev. Rachael Dunlap. Come join 

us! 

….that we are hiring! We seek to fill these positions as soon as possible: Elementary 

Coordinator, Missions Administrator, CLC Coordinator, and Part-time Custodian at 

Birmingham Campus. Full job descriptions and applications can be viewed on our website. If 

interested, please submit an application for any of these positions to Lisa Marsh, Executive Director, at 

lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. If you know someone who is looking for employment, please share these openings with 

them. 

….that Haiti needs your postponed rummage sale items! Specifically, we are looking for 1) any infant wear 

(boys or girls), 2) boys’ clothing (toddler to size 18 boys: t-shirts, shorts, pants, jeans), and 3) twin-sized sheets. Please 

donate into the bins marked “Haiti” outside the CLC entrance by October 13.  

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. This week, the Voice of 

Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “The Long Road Home.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and 

press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

Did You Know... 

Our Church Family 
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Larry and Deborah Benson and family on the death of his 

mother, Priscilla L. Benson, on September 20. Her funeral was held on September 24. Click here to read her obituary. 

A Memorial Service for Jean Brown (JB) Yeargan, Deb Roy’s mother, will be held in our Sanctuary on Saturday, 

October 2 at 11:00. Visitation begins at 10:00. Click here to watch the livestream.  

Legacy Society Invitation 

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 

for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. (Hebrews 13:16) 

Anyone, regardless of wealth, can leave a legacy gift to Birmingham First, and in so 

doing, provide resources for generations to come to share the love of Jesus Christ. 

Our congregation’s Legacy Society recognizes those who have made provision for 

our congregation in their estate planning.  

Are you already a member of the Legacy Society? You can view a listing of current 

Legacy Society members by clicking here. For more information about legacy giving, 

please visit our planned giving website, firstlegacy.org. If you have already included 

Birmingham First in your legacy planning and are not listed as a Legacy Society 

member, or for more information about how you might do this, contact Rev. Shawn 

Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947 (cell phone).  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Priscilla-L-Benson?obId=22429746
https://vimeo.com/599721146/7954777ed1
https://firstlegacy.org/?pageID=1003
https://firstlegacy.org/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
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Fall Family Fun: Harvest Moon Hayrides at Upland Hills Farm 

Join us on Friday, October 8 from 7:00-10:00 p.m. at Upland Hills Farm for a 

night of family fun! The event will include hayrides, farm animals, and a bonfire. 

Birmingham First will also host a few picnic tables with supplies to roast 

hotdogs and s’mores. Please bring your own blankets and dress for the 

weather.  

Tickets can be purchased ahead of time at uplandhillsfarm.com/harvest-moon-

hayrides.     

Community Halloween Fun in The Patch 

Everyone is welcome to dress up and enjoy Halloween on the front lawn on 

Saturday, October 23 amongst the Pumpkin Patch! We will have a children's 

parade with trick or treating, storybook time, a hotdog Halloweenie Roast, 

and movies on the lawn. See the church website for more information.  

Volunteers are needed to make the Community Halloween Fun in The Patch 

event welcoming and amazing. Register to help at our SignUpGenius 

link: signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-community. 

Pause and Paint Art Day 
Join clergyperson and artist Cora Glass for a day of painting and reflection at 

Berkley First. Cora will guide participants through painting intuitively to create 

their own unique work of art. No experience is required. As we paint, we’ll 

stop to pause, listen to our intuition, reflect on scripture or a poem, and build 

community. At the end of our time together, each participant will leave with 

two 14x14 inch canvases that are uniquely their own. 

Join us at Berkley First on Saturday, October 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The price is $60 per person. Birmingham 

and Berkley First attendees can use discount code “letspaint” during registration to receive a $10 discount. The 

registration fee includes all materials and lunch. Click here to register by October 6th.   

The Pumpkin Patch is returning to Birmingham First! Sales will be open 

October 17-31. The pumpkins will be delivered on Saturday, October 16 and 

lots of help will be required to unload the truck. Watch for future 

announcements to volunteer to assist with sales. All proceeds from our 

Pumpkin Patch will go to support local hunger ministries. Dates and times for 

The Patch can be found on our church website. Come join us in The Patch! 

Pumpkin Patch 

https://www.uplandhillsfarm.com/harvest-moon-hayrides
https://www.uplandhillsfarm.com/harvest-moon-hayrides
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-community
https://cora-glass-art.square.site/product/Berkley/21?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=7&fbclid=IwAR1AxrHY3o89Fmh3XpwQ723CElGAtk0IvvRFWv2ioKI5ntlQH2lqcg6zQCM
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch/
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Love and Logic Parenting Class 
Parenting can be stressful and chaotic. Learning the “Love and Logic” 

philosophy provides practical tools and techniques that help adults achieve 

respectful, healthy relationships with their children using humor, hope, and 

empathy.  

Raise happy and well-behaved kids with positive, loving tools! The Love and 

Logic approach to parenting is built around the science of caring and respectful 

relationships. An authentic, loving connection between parents and their 

children forms the foundation of good behavior and healthy decision-making. 

Sounds easy enough, but never before in history have parents been faced with so many challenges. The Love and Logic 

approach provides a variety of simple and effective strategies for parenting children from birth to adulthood. Whether 

you’re embarking for the first time with your new baby or navigating the turbulent teens with your child, these 

strategies and techniques will help you create calm and loving solutions. 

Great for parents, grandparents, childcare providers, and teachers! Learn how to: 

 Discipline kids without losing their love and respect. 

 Help children develop personal responsibility, self-control, and good decision-making skills. 

 Build nurturing, long-term relationships and reinforce good character behavior. 

Tuesdays, October 5 through November 9 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Led by Kristin Thelen. Cost: $30/person, $60/couple 

includes a workbook and is payable at the time of registration. Free childcare for ages birth through 12 years. Click 

here to register for the class and childcare by October 2.   

As we continue to emerge from all that the last two years have brought, who 

among us would not benefit from healing, health, and wholeness? Men from all 

walks of life are invited to join us November 5-6 for this special two-day event 

in the Christian Life Center. Speakers include a mental health expert and 

clergy from several prominent United Methodist churches in Metro Detroit. In 

addition to the main sessions and breakout discussion groups, in-person 

participants will enjoy a broasted chicken dinner on Friday, continental 

breakfast and lunch on Saturday, and opportunities to connect with other men 

over a cornhole tournament. Unable to join us in-person? Register as an online participant to watch all four main 

sessions and take part in an online discussion group.  

Click here for more information and to register for in-person or online participation. Questions about this event can 

be sent to Pastor Zack Dunlap at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.  

A Two-Day Men’s Event: Healing, Health and Wholeness 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3303
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3303
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/mens-event/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

“Living Room” Worship in the Christian Life Center and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship on the Front Lawn: Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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