
Two weeks ago as we began to worship in the Sanctuary together once again, one of 

our young people greeted me upon exiting worship. With an abiding joy in her heart, 

she said, “Pastor, it was so good to be here in the Sanctuary this morning. It was 

wonderful to hear the choir again and to sit in the pews in this beautiful place. I 

needed to hear your voice. I needed this time and I’m so thankful to be back.” 

I can only imagine that the first disciples must have had similar feelings when they 

experienced the risen Christ following Easter as they returned to Galilee. For a 

moment, it must have seemed like the familiar had returned when they had found 

themselves in chaos following Good Friday. It felt good to be in the presence of Jesus 

once more. His pastoral and loving presence gave them peace. They were relieved 

knowing that the end had not come, but they could hang on to hope once more that life is always God’s intention for 

us. 

Even better, Jesus meets them right where they are, in their doubt, uncertainty and struggles, and sends them back into 

the world, saying, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20, NRSV) 

As we return to the familiar, we rediscover anew our invitation to return to the world once more. Coming together in 

sacred places, with familiar rituals, and even the familiar faces give a sense of peace, a sense of hope, and a renewed 

equipping for our calling to take what we experience in sacred moments into the world. The love, joy, peace, and hope 

that we witness in this place is meant to be shared, that the world may become sacred, that our world might see the 

presence of the living God in the sanctuary of our hearts, and we may see the living God in the world around us, as 

well. 

Following the benediction every week, I face the beautiful rose window in the balcony. The way the light shines 

through that window is truly a miracle of God. As I draw closer to the window as well as the doors, I am reminded of 

the words through which the light shines, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” Exiting 

through the main entrance and looking up, you’ll see a similar reminder, “You are now entering the mission field.” 

Oh, how I need these moments that we share together in God’s goodness and love in this place! I need the 

relationships that only happen here. I need the worship experiences and the sharing that I experience here. We all 

do…so that we might continue to infuse our world with God’s love, God’s goodness, and God’s presence. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 9:30 worship will 

also be livestreamed. This is Choir Dedication Sunday and Chancel 

Choir will sing at this service. Sunday School and Nursery are also 

offered at this hour.  

Sanctuary Worship: Gathered Here for Good: “A Good Go!”  

(Matthew 28:16-20) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Merrill Haviland in loving memory of Rebecca 

Young.  

Worship at 11:00 a.m. on the Front Lawn. This is Choir Dedication Sunday and children and youth choirs will 

sing at this service. If you’re not yet ready to worship indoors, join us for family-friendly worship on the front lawn this 

fall! Nursery care is offered inside. This service will not be livestreamed.  

Living Room Worship in the Christian Life Center is postponed. CLC worshipers are encouraged to attend 

worship in the Sanctuary or on the front lawn this Sunday.  

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary 

and via livestream.  

Berkley Worship: Empowered: “The Power of Go” (Luke 10:1-9) –  

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Sunday, September 26 

Nursery and Sunday School Volunteer Shoutout! 
Do you love to hold babies? Play with toddlers? Nurture young minds? Children and Family Ministries invites you to 

volunteer one Sunday a month as a lead teacher or assistant in the nursery care room or in a Sunday school room for 

either preschoolers or elementary school children.  

Contact Kim Bowyer with questions or interest at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org. Online sign up is available at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-fall. 

Sign Up to Be a Greeter! 
We are coming back to worship inside!! It's been a long wait and we are 

looking forward to worshiping in spaces that are near and dear to us.  

You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite them! Volunteering is a great way to get 

to know people in your church family.  

Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of 

Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-fall
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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….that we are holding a Blood Drive today (Wednesday, September 22) from 12:30-7:00 

p.m. in the Christian Life Center. Walk-ins are welcome! If you donated at our last blood 

drive in July, you are eligible today. Following CDC guidance, masks are now required for all 

blood donors. There also is a 48-hour deferral period after receiving the COVID vaccine.  

….that the Altar Flowers are available on October 10 and October 31. Cost: $60. Contact  

Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3121 to reserve a date.  

….that College Care Packets are coming up! If you haven’t already done so, please 

submit the student’s college address to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org by Sunday, September 

26. Packets will be mailed out at the beginning of October. If you would like to be part of this ministry and donate a 

small item to all our church’s students, please contact Sue Smith at sue.smith@beachcom.net or 248-730-3040. 

Did You Know... 

Our Church Family 
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Barbara and Bill Goode and family on the death of her 

mother, Florence Gouin, on September 17. Her funeral was held on September 21. 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the 

families of Grant David DeAngelis and Gideon Edward Lagrou, who were baptized on September 19. 

Love and Logic Parenting Class 
Parenting can be stressful and chaotic. Learning the “Love and Logic” 

philosophy provides practical tools and techniques that help adults achieve 

respectful, healthy relationships with their children using humor, hope, and 

empathy.  

Raise happy and well-behaved kids with positive, loving tools! The Love and 

Logic approach to parenting is built around the science of caring and respectful 

relationships. An authentic, loving connection between parents and their 

children forms the foundation of good behavior and healthy decision-making. 

Sounds easy enough, but never before in history have parents been faced with so many challenges. The Love and Logic 

approach provides a variety of simple and effective strategies for parenting children from birth to adulthood. Whether 

you’re embarking for the first time with your new baby or navigating the turbulent teens with your child, these 

strategies and techniques will help you create calm and loving solutions. 

Great for parents, grandparents, childcare providers, and teachers! Learn how to: 

 Discipline kids without losing their love and respect. 

 Help children develop personal responsibility, self-control, and good decision-making skills. 

 Build nurturing, long-term relationships and reinforce good character behavior. 

Tuesdays, October 5 through November 9 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Led by Kristin Thelen. Cost: $30/person, $60/couple 

includes a workbook and is payable at the time of registration. Free childcare for ages birth through 12 years. Click 

here to register for the class and childcare by October 2.   

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3303
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3303
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As we continue to emerge from all that the last two years have brought, who 

among us would not benefit from healing, health, and wholeness? Men from all 

walks of life are invited to join us November 5-6 for this special two-day event 

in the Christian Life Center at Birmingham First. Speakers include a mental 

health expert and clergy from several prominent United Methodist churches in 

Metro Detroit. In addition to the main sessions and breakout discussion 

groups, in-person participants will enjoy a broasted chicken dinner on Friday, 

continental breakfast and lunch on Saturday, and opportunities to connect with 

other men over a cornhole tournament. Unable to join us in-person? Register as an online participant to watch all four 

main sessions and take part in an online discussion group.  

Click here for more information and to register for in-person or online participation. Questions about this event can 

be sent to Pastor Zack Dunlap at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.  

A Two-Day Men’s Event: Healing, Health and Wholeness 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being provides the text and tools you 

need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending and debt, along 

with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. Join Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin for this six-week interactive experience. Classes will be 

held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 28. 

There is no charge to attend, however, registration is necessary. Please click 

here to register. To view a video about Saving Grace, click here.  

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

New Neighbor Welcome Bags 

Have a new neighbor in your neighborhood?   

Looking for a way to connect with them?   

Birmingham First has just what you need! 

Stop by the Welcome Desk at the Main Entrance and ask for a Welcome Bag 

to share with a new neighbor! 

Pause and Paint Art Day 
Join clergyperson and artist Cora Glass for a day of painting and reflection at 

Berkley First. Cora will guide participants through painting intuitively to create 

their own unique work of art. No experience is required. As we paint, we’ll 

stop to pause, listen to our intuition, reflect on scripture or a poem, and build 

community. At the end of our time together, each participant will leave with 

two 14x14 inch canvases that are uniquely their own. 

Join us at Berkley First on Saturday, October 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The price is $60 per person. Birmingham 

and Berkley First attendees can use discount code “letspaint” during registration to receive a $10 discount. The 

registration fee includes all materials and lunch. Click here to register by October 6th.   

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/mens-event/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org.
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJCCMyaR-IQ&t=126s
https://cora-glass-art.square.site/product/Berkley/21?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=7&fbclid=IwAR1AxrHY3o89Fmh3XpwQ723CElGAtk0IvvRFWv2ioKI5ntlQH2lqcg6zQCM
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CROP Walk is This Sunday 

The Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk is this Sunday, 

September 26. It’s not too late to register as a walker or make a donation! 

Our CROP Walk goal this year is 100+ walkers generating over $32,000. Join 

our team or make a donation at crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. See you 

on Sunday, September 26 for a 2:00 p.m. start! 

Food and Supply Drive Ends September 26 

COVID is on the rise again in Michigan and the needs of the seven local 

organizations in Detroit and Pontiac we support are still running high. Hunger 

and Missions are joining together again to do our last Food and Supply 

Drive of the year, so let’s make it a big one! Drop off at the CLC entrance 

through Sunday, September 26. Please read the list carefully as many of the 

needs have changed. 

Help is needed on September 26 for sorting and September 27 for delivery. 

See the Sign Up Genius link at www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-fall8. 

Personal Care 

Shampoo / Conditioner Body Wash Deodorant (men and women)  

Adult Bladder Pads Diapers (all sizes)  Adult Diapers (pull-ups; not tabs)  

Toilet Paper Paper Towels Perfume / Cologne  

Men’s size M/L Boxer Briefs 71%+ Rubbing Alcohol Laundry pods and dryer sheets  

Men’s Basic T-Shirts & Long Sleeves in dark colors, size M/L 

Cleaning Products (laundry detergent, household sprays, PineSol, etc.) 

Food 

Cereal Ramen Noodles Drink Mixes (lemonade, iced tea, etc.)  

Fruit Cups / Jello Oatmeal Canned Tuna / Chicken / Salmon  

Soup Peanut butter Almond Butter  

Canned fruit Pasta Canned corn / green beans 

Boxed stuffing Canned turkey gravy Boxed instant potatoes  

Cornbread mix Boxed mac and cheese Large quantities of white and brown rice  

Goldfish Snacks Instant and regular Coffee 

Rice-a-Roni / Alfredo Noodles (pouches - add water, milk, and heat up) 

Cereal, large boxes (Corn Flakes, Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, Rice Krispies) 

Fresh fruits and vegetables (drop off last couple of days) 

Other  

Towels Kitchen items New or used linens (sheets, blankets)  

Household items USB thumb drives Twin XL bed sets & pillows 

Backpacks for adults Plastic spoons & forks Napkins  

Pens Pocket folders Spiral notebooks 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/birminghammi/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30E0D44A5AA2DA46-fall8&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40fumcbirmingham.org%7C3c60e6f7de0a46e3ae5a08d976524baf%7C785fdee1e461474797f783bfdb3f04e2%7C0%7C0%7C637670918094792326%


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship on the Front Lawn: Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
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