
Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for the crowd, because 

they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to 

send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.” The disciples said to him, “Where 

are we to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?” Jesus asked them, 

“How many loaves have you?” (Matthew 15:32-34a, NRSV) 

How good it is to see and feel so much life in our building again this week as 

programming has kicked back into full swing! The voices of our choir filled the 

Sanctuary on Sunday morning. On Tuesday, I walked into the kitchen and there was a 

crew making lunches for the NOAH Project. As we chatted with one another, we 

could hear the sounds of children, some excited and some crying, as our Preschool 

program began their second week. What wonderful sounds of life to hear among us! 

As we were receiving children and preparing to feed hungry people, several groups of women came inside as their 

journey groups began again. Did you know that we have twenty journey groups starting up this fall, seven of which are 

new groups that have just been formed? 

This coming Sunday, IXOYC, our high school choir, is having a pancake breakfast fundraiser following the 9:30 a.m. 

worship service to support their England tour in June 2022. I can almost smell the pancakes now! After they return 

from England, youth often tell us how life-changing and bonding the experience was for them as they grew in their 

relationship with God and with one another. They also share witness of God’s goodness through music as they fill the 

souls and spirits of those who came to hear them “across the pond.” 

This year, our Hunger Ministry team has already raised $5,000 more to alleviate physical hunger than last year 

altogether. In so many ways, we are feeding people just as Jesus fed the multitudes in body, soul, and spirit more than 

once throughout his ministry. At Birmingham First, we are blessed with so much as we look around as Jesus 

encouraged his disciples to do. When we come together, we are…gathered here for good. 

This Sunday, we’ll be gathering at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary for worship, which will be livestreamed. At 11:00 a.m., 

we’ll gather on the front lawn for worship so that we have both indoor and outdoor options as we lead into the fall. 

No masks are required outdoors at this time. I hope you are inviting a neighbor, a friend, a family member, or a 

stranger to join you each week. Tell them about all the good we are doing together. While Pastor Susie is in quarantine 

until later this month, everyone is invited to join us in the Sanctuary or on the front lawn. She is looking forward to 

returning to be with us on Sunday, October 3, as she shares some of her hopes and dreams for worship in the CLC 

and her vision for “Living Room.” In these days, please keep her in your prayers as she and her family recover. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

Gathered Here for Good 
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Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 9:30 worship will 

also be livestreamed. Sunday School and Nursery are also offered at 

this hour.  

Sanctuary Worship: Gathered Here for Good: “Good Potato! 

Good Meat! Good God! Give Them Something to Eat!” (Matthew 

15:32-29) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of Deborah Garabedian by 

Diane, David, Susan, Dawson, Taylor, Danielle and Alexandra Garabedian, and Gary, Diane and Skyler Miettunen.  

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Theodore Halliday Nielsen, born August 19 to Joe and Meaghan 

Nielsen.   

Worship at 11:00 a.m. on the Front Lawn. If you’re not yet ready to worship indoors, join us for family-friendly 

worship on the front lawn this fall! Nursery care is offered inside. This service will not be livestreamed.  

Living Room Worship in the Christian Life Center is postponed. Pastor Susie Hierholzer has tested positive 

for COVID-19 and is quarantining at home. Please keep Susie and her family in your prayers. CLC worshipers are 

encouraged to attend worship in the Sanctuary or on the front lawn this Sunday.  

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary 

and via livestream. In addition to worshiping with us via the Berkley 

First Facebook page, you can now livestream the service every Sunday 

on YouTube or on the homepage of BerkleyFirst.org. While you're at it, take a 

moment to “subscribe” to our new Youtube page and share it with a friend.  

Berkley Worship: Empowered: “The Power of Love” (1 Corinthians  

13:1-13) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Sunday, September 19 

Hot Fresh Pancakes! 
Our high school choir is gearing up for a 2022 England Tour and we need your help to 

get there! Join us on the third Sunday of each month (that’s this Sunday, September 19) 

for a good ol’ fashioned Pancake Breakfast. Stick around after the 9:30 service or come 

early for the 11:00 service to enjoy good food and fellowship on the Plaza. Your kind 

donation will help ensure that all of our students are able to participate in this 

transformational trip.  

New Neighbor Welcome Bags 

Have a new neighbor in your neighborhood?   

Looking for a way to connect with them?   

Birmingham First has just what you need! 

Stop by the Welcome Desk at the Main Entrance and ask for a Welcome Bag 

to share with a new neighbor! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJsEp6P0XM3Z7xyr1BBDq9Q/
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Turn a new leaf; Fall into giving!  

Our next Blood Drive is Wednesday, September 22 from 12:30-7:00 p.m. in 

the Christian Life Center. If you donated at our last blood drive in July, you 

are eligible to donate at this drive. 

To schedule an appointment, go to fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive or call 

Sue Smith at 248-730-3040. We also need 2-3 volunteers to help at the snack 

table from 12:00-3:00. Please contact Sue if you are willing to help. 

Following CDC guidance, masks are now required for all blood donors. There also is a 48-hour deferral period after 

receiving the COVID vaccine. To ensure a successful donation, start now and eat iron rich foods like red meat, 

chicken, seafood, beans, quinoa, spinach, chickpeas, lentils, peas, and pumpkin seeds. Vitamin C also helps to absorb the 

iron. 

We are stronger together! 

September Blood Drive 

On Saturday, September 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Birmingham First will 

offer drive-thru flu shots, administered by Michigan Community VNA and 

sponsored by First Nurses and Caring Ministries. Register at flu.vna.org. 

Please use Clinic ID: 788 and Passcode: wsTiEwN (passcode is case sensitive).  

When registering, you will choose from regular (youth 8 years and older can 

receive this shot), high-dose senior, or preservative-free shots. You will receive 

an email registration confirmation from VNA. 

The following insurances are accepted: Medicare and Medicare Advantage Plans, BCN, BCBS (except TEA prefix), 

Aetna, HAP (except CIGNA), Priority Health, Physician Health Plan, and United. If your insurance is not accepted, 

payment is by cash or check made payable to Michigan Community Wellness VNA. (Please choose cash or check when 

registering.) 

Drive-Thru Flu Clinic 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being provides the text and tools you 

need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending and debt, along 

with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. Join Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin for this six-week interactive experience. Classes will be 

held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 28. 

There is no charge to attend, however, registration is necessary. Please click 

here to register. To view a video about Saving Grace, click here.  

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
https://flu.vna.org/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJCCMyaR-IQ&t=126s
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Sunday School for 20s and 30s 
Everything is Spiritual with Rob Bell….The Sunday School for 20s and 30s class will 

discuss Everything is Spiritual by Rob Bell beginning Sunday, September 19 at 11:00 a.m. via 

Zoom or hybrid at both campuses.  

As part of this series, we’ll head to the Royal Oak Music Theatre to see Rob Bell speak on 

Wednesday, October 6 at 7:30 p.m. Proof of COVID-19 vaccination is required for 

admission. Click here to register for this event by September 18. You do not need to 

attend this Sunday School class to attend this event.   

College Care Packets 

College Care Packets are coming up! If you haven’t already done so, please submit the 

student’s college address to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org by September 26. Packets will 

be mailed out at the beginning of October.  

If you would like to be part of this ministry and donate a small item to all our church’s 

students, please contact Sue Smith at sue.smith@beachcom.net or 248-730-3040. 

Nursery and Sunday School Volunteer Shoutout! 
Do you love to hold babies? Play with toddlers? Nurture young minds? Children and Family Ministries invites you to 

volunteer one Sunday a month as a lead teacher or assistant in the nursery care room or in a Sunday school room for 

either preschoolers or elementary school children.  

Contact Kim Bowyer with questions or interest at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org. Online sign up is available at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-fall. 

After careful evaluation of the current status of COVID-19 and the impact of 

the delta variant, and in conjunction with medical personnel as well as current 

Oakland County schools guidelines, the United Methodist Women have 

determined that due to the large volume of volunteers required to implement 

the sale and large gatherings of shoppers, we now plan to hold our next 

Rummage Sale in April 2022. Thank you for your continued support. 

       —The Executive Board of UMW 

       —The Rummage Committee 

Rummage Update 

Our Church Family 
Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Craig and Rev. Susie Hierholzer and family on the death 

of his grandmother, Barbara Hierholzer, on September 14.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDs2lwm1YgUAk_Zl279jsEcMbUGQ9Zn7u7zxpp7csdQA9RGw/viewform
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-fall


Financial markets have been strong. As a result, IRAs, 401(k) plans and 403(b) 

retirements plans have seen substantial increases in value. The SECURE Act 

legislation approved in December 2019 repealed stretch IRA beneficiary 

payouts and changed the payout period for most children from life 

expectancy to 10 years. This change could have significant negative tax 

implications for IRA beneficiaries. Many financial planners are recommending 

an IRA to testamentary unitrust plan to replace the former stretch IRA 

distribution. Such a plan can combine the tax-saving benefits of a stretch IRA 

with a term-of-years or life payout to children or other heirs. You can find 

more information about the advantages of such plans for you, your heirs, and 

our congregation by clicking here. Visit firstlegacy.org for additional information on legacy giving.  

IRA Beneficiary Changes 
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….that the Altar Flowers are available on October 10 and October 31. Cost: $60. Contact  

Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3121 to reserve a date.  

….that our cupboard is overflowing! Thank you to all who have returned or donated 

equipment to the First Nurses closet. Currently, we are asking that you not bring in 

equipment, as we have no room in the closet or elsewhere to store these items. Do not 

bring in crutches or walkers in the future, as most are dispensed at the time of surgery or 

injury and so we have little to no demand for these items. Thank you. 

Did You Know... 

Our Buildings Are Open! 
Our buildings are open and our staff is here to help you! We apologize for any misunderstanding as we 

attempted to share procedural changes and transitions in these days while we are still in the pandemic.  

Birmingham Campus:   

Our Welcome Desk staff is eager to greet you on the phone and in person this fall. We are staffed Monday through 

Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Our staff will be able to help you at the 

Welcome Desk as you enter the main entrance off the back parking lot.   

Due to state licensing requirements, our outside doors will be locked during Preschool hours, Monday-Friday until 2:30 

p.m. Otherwise, the main entrance will be unlocked when Preschool is not in session. When doors are locked, you 

may press the buzzer for entry. The Sanctuary remains open throughout the day for personal prayer when it is not in 

use for worship. Our staff are often working in their offices or throughout the building and are ready to assist you.  

Since there have been several staffing transitions as well as office relocations over the past year, the Welcome Desk 

staff are excited to assist you in connecting with each of us should you need assistance. Our clergy team is also 

available to you for pastoral care and emergencies when you stop by, call the church office, or by calling the pastor on-

call phone at 248-408-0038.  

Berkley Campus:  

The Berkley First office is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

https://firstlegacy.org/?pageID=135
https://firstlegacy.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


Page 6 September 15, 2021 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

We will meet in Thomas Parlor at Birmingham First on Sunday, September 19 

from 2:00-4:00 p.m. We would love to be your church family! There is a place 

for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! To make your reservation, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership 

and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Sign Up to Be a Greeter! 
We are coming back to worship inside!! It's been a long wait and we are 

looking forward to worshiping in spaces that are near and dear to us.  

You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite them! Volunteering is a great way to get 

to know people in your church family.  

Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of 

Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

The Haiti Appeal related to the earthquake of three weeks ago has wrapped 

up with a total of $23,420…well above the goal of $10,000!! We offer our 

sincere thanks to the Birmingham First family for their generosity, and for the 

ability to extend a helping hand to more Haitian families needing food and 

shelter-related assistance. Already, about 500 families (or around 3,000 

persons) in eight villages around Jeremie, where damage was severe but 

assistance slow to arrive, have received food kits good for a week. Medical 

supplies have also been delivered to assist with the many wound care cases. 

The relief work will soon shift to the repair or rebuilding of shelters.    

From the pastoral leadership, to the office staff including the church treasurer, to the Missions and Hunger ministries, 

and of course to this most generous congregation—we are so appreciative of your support. Yours are truly gifts of 

love…love that extends way beyond these church walls to people you may never know. But as stewards of your 

generosity, we are committed to sharing your love in Haiti: through education, through a shelter home, through food 

or clean water, for medicines, for clothing, for a chance at a better life. Please know you are making a difference in this 

part of our world. Thanks again to a congregation that has always had a heart for Haiti! — John and Nancy Smith 

Haiti Update and Thanks 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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CROP Walk is September 26 

The Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk is less than two 

weeks away!  

Our CROP Walk goal this year is 100+ walkers generating over $32,000. Join 

our team or make a donation at crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. See you 

on Sunday, September 26 for a 2:00 p.m. start! 

Food and Supply Drive Starts September 19 

COVID is on the rise again in Michigan and the needs of the seven local 

organizations in Detroit and Pontiac we support are still running high. Hunger 

and Missions are joining together again to do our last Food and Supply 

Drive of the year, so let’s make it a big one! Drop off at the CLC entrance 

from Sunday, September 19 through Sunday, September 26. Please read the list 

carefully as many of the needs have changed. 

Personal Care 

Shampoo / Conditioner Body Wash Deodorant (men and women)  

Adult Bladder Pads Diapers (all sizes)  Adult Diapers (pull-ups; not tabs)  

Toilet Paper Paper Towels Perfume / Cologne  

Men’s size M/L Boxer Briefs 71%+ Rubbing Alcohol Laundry pods and dryer sheets  

Men’s Basic T-Shirts & Long Sleeves in dark colors, size M/L 

Cleaning Products (laundry detergent, household sprays, PineSol, etc.) 

Food 

Cereal Ramen Noodles Drink Mixes (lemonade, iced tea, etc.)  

Fruit Cups / Jello Oatmeal Canned Tuna / Chicken / Salmon  

Soup Peanut butter Almond Butter  

Canned fruit Pasta Canned corn / green beans 

Boxed stuffing Canned turkey gravy Boxed instant potatoes  

Cornbread mix Boxed mac and cheese Large quantities of white and brown rice  

Goldfish Snacks Instant and regular Coffee 

Rice-a-Roni / Alfredo Noodles (pouches - add water, milk, and heat up) 

Cereal, large boxes (Corn Flakes, Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, Rice Krispies) 

Fresh fruits and vegetables (drop off last couple of days) 

Other  

Towels Kitchen items New or used linens (sheets, blankets)  

Household items USB thumb drives Twin XL bed sets & pillows 

Backpacks for adults Plastic spoons & forks Napkins  

Pens Pocket folders Spiral notebooks 

Help is needed on September 26 for sorting and September 27 for delivery. See the Sign Up Genius link at 

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-fall8. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/birminghammi/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F30E0D44A5AA2DA46-fall8&data=04%7C01%7Coffice%40fumcbirmingham.org%7C3c60e6f7de0a46e3ae5a08d976524baf%7C785fdee1e461474797f783bfdb3f04e2%7C0%7C0%7C637670918094792326%
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

Dear Friends,    

This past Sunday, September 12th, someone distributed fliers on car windshields of worshippers at our 9:30 am 

service. We have been in contact with Cass Community Services and the Rev. Faith Fowler and understand that the 

fliers were created by one of the residents in the Tiny Homes program at Cass Community Services.  

The individual who started the campaign wants to discredit Cass and, most poignantly, Rev. Faith Fowler. 

Although this person’s efforts have failed to enlist more than a handful of people, she continues to spread salacious and 

untrue allegations against the organization and Rev. Fowler. The accusations have no basis in fact.    

In our communication with Rev. Fowler, she assures us that they are exploring all options in response to the claims 

and activities of this individual. Rev. Fowler will keep us informed of any further developments. In the meantime, if you 

happened to see anyone who was placing these flyers on cars or if you have questions regarding this matter, please call 

the church office at 248-646-1200.  

Blessings,  

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

A Message from Pastor Elbert 


