
“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 

to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 

as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25, NRSV) 

Welcome Back…for the 200th year in a row! If you haven’t heard it before, I hope 

you are planning to hear it this Sunday as we gather for worship together! 

Welcome Back as we begin celebrating our 200th year of ministry! After the past 

18 months, it’s good to be gathering together again in our Sanctuary and in the 

Christian Life Center as we gather for worship. It’s good to hear the children 

entering for Preschool and the excitement of our Sunday School, choirs, youth, 

journey groups, and so much more starting up again. It’s good to share in mission 

projects that continue to impact people’s lives! It’s good to see the faces of those 

we love and to hear one another’s voices fill our hallways yet again! 

Have you felt a little disconnected as you’ve journeyed through this past year and a half? Do you know others in your 

life who’ve felt this way, too? Then now is the time to invite them to join you for Welcome Back Sunday at Birmingham 

First because we’re…gathered here for good. 

This Sunday is the perfect day to invite friends and neighbors to church. Not only will our Chancel Choir be back in 

the Sanctuary and our musicians returning to the Christian Life Center as we gather for worship at 9:30 a.m., but we’re 

also planning a great celebration together out on the front lawn following worship from at 10:30 until noon. There will 

be some amazing food with a donut truck and a crepe truck. The food is free for all to enjoy, but as we are gathering 

here for good, donations will be accepted to benefit our Hunger Ministries. There will be plenty of fun for children, 

individuals, and families of all ages with inflatables, and some great music by The Boogie Woogie Kid. You even have 

the opportunity to join us in doing some good through some mission opportunities during our celebration. 

At 11:00 a.m., we’ll be dedicating our prayer walk, A Quiet Way, that was commissioned by the 200th Anniversary 

Committee. Many thanks to Ann Windley, Nancy Keesee, Carole Dills, and Jane Carvell for their vision and many 

hours in bringing this wonderful addition to our church and our community. 

Currently, we’re masking up indoors to allow more to gather safely. If you need to avoid indoor gatherings, then join 

us online and come outside to the front lawn at 10:30 for our celebration. Pass this article to your friends and 

neighbors so that they might join us, too, because we’re…gathered here for good! 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary or the Christian Life 

Center. Both services will be livestreamed. Sunday School and Nursery also 

resume indoors.  

Sanctuary Worship: “...gathered here for good” (Hebrews 10:24-25) – 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving 

memory of Theodoshia Burnside by Sara Burnside and Sylvia Hagenlocker 

and family.  

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Joseph Elias Tinotendal Mumbiro, born August 9 to G and Julia  

Mumbiro.  

Living Room Worship: “Living Room” (Acts 17:16-28) - Join Rev. Susie Hierholzer in the Christian Life Center 

for a new worship experience: Living Room—a fusion of faith and life.  

Celebration with food, fun, music, mission opportunities and fellowship on the front lawn from 10:30 

a.m. to noon. We’ll also introduce A Quiet Way, a prayer walk around our campus, that provides more outdoor 

seating and makes the front lawn and our gardens more accessible. 

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. In addition to 

worshiping with us via the Berkley First Facebook page, you can now livestream the service every Sunday on Youtube 

or on the homepage of BerkleyFirst.org. While you're at it, take a moment to “subscribe” to our new Youtube page 

and share it with a friend.  

Berkley Worship: Empowered: “The Power of Y’All” (Luke 14:15-24) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

We are taking a slightly different approach to our fall kickoff this year at Berkley First. Instead of having a party for 

ourselves, we are going to “get out and give back” with hands-on service projects in Berkley and Pontiac. Stick 

around after worship on September 12 and be a part of the action! 

Sunday, September 12 

Building Hours  
Birmingham Campus: 

Our Welcome Desk staff is eager to greet you on the phone and in person this fall. We are staffed Monday 

through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. All business will be 

conducted at the Welcome Desk inside the main entrance off the back parking lot. The church office will NOT be 

staffed.  

All outside doors will be locked during Preschool hours. The main entrance will be unlocked when Preschool is 

not in session. When doors are locked, just press the buzzer for entry. The east doors are reserved for Preschool use 

only and nobody will be admitted there. 

Staff schedules are varied and some are meeting by appointment only. Please call before coming to the 

church and arrive at the Welcome Desk so you can be announced instead of going directly to offices.  

The Christian Life Center is closed until staffing is in place. 

Berkley Campus: 

Beginning the week of September 12, the Berkley First office is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJsEp6P0XM3Z7xyr1BBDq9Q/
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SPARK is our weekday ministry offering for kids ages 3 through 5th grade 

who are committed to our choir program. SPARK meets on Thursdays from 

4:15-6:15 p.m. Come and sing, play, run, and just be a kid with us!! Kids will be 

assisted in getting to rehearsals and back to SPARK when choir practice 

ends. Families are asked to complete a yearly Family Registration Form to 

register for SPARK and/or choir, and for all other programming offered this 

school year.  

Children and Youth Choirs Begin….Young singers begin the journey 

towards making music for a lifetime by participating in our choir program. 

Combining excellence in music education with faith development, there is no 

program quite like this around. From weekly rehearsals, to Choir Camp, to 

England Tours, our singers learn skills, make friends, and learn faith lessons 

that will last a lifetime. Don’t let your child miss out on these transformational 

experiences. For more information on Music Ministry programs for children 

and youth, and to learn more about how we are continuing to make music 

during this COVID time, please contact us at music@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Rehearsal Schedule: 

Thursdays beginning 9/8 (Singers may participate in choir independently or through the SPARK program from 4:15-

6:15 p.m.). Choir rehearsal times are: 

4:30-5:15 — Sonshine Choir (K-1st); Disciple Choir (2nd-3rd); Covenant Choir (4th-5th) 

5:15-5:45 — Cherub Choir (3 & 4 year olds) 

Sundays beginning 9/12 (singers may also participate in youth group activities on Sunday evenings): 

4:00-5:00 — Genesis Choir (6th-8th) 

5:00-6:00 — IXOYC Choir (9th-12th) 

SPARK and Choirs Begin September 8 

Sunday Morning for Children and Youth 
Sunday school for children 3 years through 5th grade will be offered at 

the 9:30 worship hour in a multi-age experience. We will open at least two 

classrooms but hope and pray, with adult volunteers, to open four classrooms. 

Masks must be worn by all participants. Currently we can offer:  

• Nursery care for infants through 3 years old  

• Preschoolers, JrK and kindergarten children in room 227/229 using the 

Spark Activate curriculum.   

• 1st through 5th grades in the Children's Center using the Holy Moly curriculum. 

Middle School Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast, learning about your faith, and games. 

Confirmation (8th grade) meets at 9:30 a.m. (for those who registered) 

High School Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast, discussion, and devotional time.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/31191749/FAMILY-REGISTRATION-FORM-2021-2022.pdf
mailto:music@fumcbirmingham.org
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Youth Groups (Grades 6-12) 

Student Ministry exists to help students know themselves and God. We 

strive to create a safe space for all youth to encounter God, regardless of 

asterisk. Youth groups meet on Sundays beginning 9/12:  

4:00 p.m. — High School Small Groups / Youth Group with hang out 

time, games, and scripture study in small groups.  

5:00 p.m. — Middle School Small Groups / Youth Group with hang out 

time, games, and scripture study in small groups. 

6:00-7:00 p.m. on September 12 — Student Ministry/Choir kickoff dinner 

(Brooklyn Pizza) and parent meeting with Student Ministry and England Choir Trip information.  

Journey Groups 
This fall we will offer more than 20 journey groups (small groups) across both 

campuses. We have journey groups for men, women, couples, young adults 

and adults of all ages! Meet in person, via Zoom, or take advantage of our new 

hybrid technology that allows some to be in person with others joining online.   

Click here for the Journey Group page on our website. Printed copies with all 

journey groups details are also available at the Welcome Desk. New groups 

are still being added, so check often! 

We have a great online tool to help you connect with a small group or class. Are you only available for classes that 

begin at 5 p.m. or later? Only available for Wednesday classes? Maybe you are looking for a men’s group or young adult 

group? You can search for groups that meet at Berkley, are offered on Zoom, offered in hybrid (online and in person), 

and much more. Start playing (or start discovering)! 

Prefer a personal touch? Connect with Pastor Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 

3150 for help determining which group is best for you. There is a place for you!   

Young Adults (20s and 30s) 
Ministry with 20s and 30s includes a wide range of life experience and age/stage. College students, recent college 

graduates, graduate school students, first careers, young professionals, singles, engaged couples, young married couples, 

expecting parents, and new parents—ALL are welcome to find meaning and 

community in and through this place. We offer a wide variety of offerings since we 

all are in different places in life. Offerings change frequently, so please check the 

website for updates. For more information, contact Rev. Sarah Alexander at 

salexander@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Everything is Spiritual with Rob Bell….The Sunday School for 20s and 30s class 

will discuss Everything is Spiritual by Rob Bell beginning Sunday, September 19 at 

11:00 a.m. via Zoom or hybrid at both campuses. As part of this series, we’ll head 

to the Royal Oak Music Theatre to see Rob Bell speak on Wednesday, October 6 

at 7:30 p.m. Proof of COVID-19 vaccination is required for admission. Click here to 

register for this event by September 18. You do not need to attend this Sunday 

School class to attend this event.   

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDs2lwm1YgUAk_Zl279jsEcMbUGQ9Zn7u7zxpp7csdQA9RGw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDs2lwm1YgUAk_Zl279jsEcMbUGQ9Zn7u7zxpp7csdQA9RGw/viewform


Our Church Family 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Patricia Andrews, who died on 

September 1. A memorial service will be held in the future. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Terry Tripp and family on the death of his wife, Tracy, on 

September 4. A memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary on Saturday, September 11 at 11:00 a.m. Click here to 

watch the livestream.  
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….that September 12 is the second Sunday of the month, designated as Hunger Sunday 

which benefits local food providers feeding the hungry. All loose change in the offering will 

be credited to our Hunger Ministry. For checks and bills, use an offering envelope and mark 

the Hunger line. You can also donate online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving or by mailing a 

check to the church noted “Hunger.” 

….that the Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk is just two weeks away! 

Our CROP Walk goal this year is 100+ walkers generating over $32,000. Join our team or 

make a donation at crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. See you on Sunday, September 26 

for a 2:00 p.m. start! 

….that with all the devastation in the south, northeast, Haiti, and fires in the west, we are asking for an UMCOR 

appeal. We are a giving congregation; please give as you are able. Donate online or send a check to the church with 

“UMCOR” in the memo line. Thank you in advance.  

….that Hunger Ministry will continue the Home Produce Table on Sunday mornings through September 26, offered 

at 9:30 worship at the Birmingham Campus. Please bring any extra items from your garden and/or purchase items 

brought by others. Staffing help for the table is really needed; please see the SignUpGenius link.  

Did You Know... 

https://vimeo.com/599725679/3c8dc43458C:/Users/janet/Documents/ConnectWiseControl
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/birminghammi/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f45a8a62ca5fc1-hunger
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On Saturday, September 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Birmingham First will 

offer drive-thru flu shots, administered by Michigan Community VNA and 

sponsored by First Nurses and Caring Ministries. Register at flu.vna.org. 

Please use Clinic ID: 788 and Passcode: wsTiEwN (passcode is case sensitive).  

When registering, you will choose from regular (youth 8 years and older can 

receive this shot), high-dose senior, or preservative-free shots. You will receive 

an email registration confirmation from VNA. 

The following insurances are accepted: Medicare and Medicare Advantage Plans, BCN, BCBS (except TEA prefix), 

Aetna, HAP (except CIGNA), Priority Health, Physician Health Plan, and United. If your insurance is not accepted, 

payment is by cash or check made payable to Michigan Community Wellness VNA. (Please choose cash or check when 

registering.) 

Drive-Thru Flu Clinic 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

We will meet in Thomas Parlor at Birmingham First on Sunday, September 19 

from 2:00-4:00 p.m. We would love to be your church family! There is a place 

for you at Birmingham and Berkley First! To make your reservation, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership 

and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Sign Up to Be a Greeter! 
We are coming back to worship inside!! It's been a long wait and we are 

looking forward to worshiping in spaces that are near and dear to us.  

You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite them! Volunteering is a great way to get 

to know people in your church family.  

Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of 

Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://flu.vna.org/
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Food and Supply Drive Starts September 19 

COVID is on the rise again in Michigan and the needs of the seven local organizations in Detroit and Pontiac we 

support are still running high. Hunger and Missions are joining together again to do our last Food and Supply Drive of 

the year, so let’s make it a big one! Drop off at the CLC entrance from Sunday, September 19 through Sunday, 

September 26. Please read the list carefully as many of the needs have changed. 

Personal Care 

Shampoo / Conditioner Body Wash 

Deodorant (men and women) Adult Bladder Pads 

Adult Diapers (pull-ups; not tabs) Diapers (all sizes)  

Toilet Paper Paper Towels 

Perfume / Cologne Men’s size M/L Boxer Briefs 

Laundry pods and dryer sheets  71%+ Rubbing Alcohol 

Men’s Basic T-Shirts & Long Sleeves in dark colors, size M/L 

Cleaning Products (laundry detergent, household sprays, PineSol, etc.) 

Food 

Cereal Ramen Noodles 

Drink Mixes (lemonade, iced tea, etc.) Fruit Cups / Jello 

Oatmeal Canned Tuna / Chicken / Salmon  

Soup Peanut butter 

Almond Butter Canned fruit 

Pasta Canned corn / green beans 

Boxed stuffing Canned turkey gravy 

Boxed instant potatoes Cornbread mix 

Boxed mac and cheese Large quantities of white and brown rice  

Goldfish Snacks 

Instant and regular Coffee 

Rice-a-Roni / Alfredo Noodles (pouches - add water, milk, and heat up) 

Cereal, large boxes (Corn Flakes, Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, Rice Krispies) 

Fresh fruits and vegetables (drop off last couple of days) 

Other  

New or used linens (sheets, blankets) Towels 

Household items Kitchen items 

Twin XL bed sets & pillows USB thumb drives 

Backpacks for adults  Plastic spoons & forks 

Napkins Pens 

Pocket folders Spiral notebooks 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being provides the text and tools you 

need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending and debt, along 

with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. Join Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin for this six-week interactive experience. Classes will be 

held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 28. 

There is no charge to attend, however, registration is necessary. Please click 

here to register. To view a video about Saving Grace, click here.  

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJCCMyaR-IQ&t=126s


Page 8 September 8, 2021 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

Complete job descriptions and applications are available on the church website and at 

the Welcome Desk during our open hours.  

Elementary Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applicants for the part-

time position of Elementary School Coordinator, reporting to the Director of 

Children and Family Ministries. The ideal candidate will coordinate, communicate and 

complete ministries in the creation of opportunities for elementary school students 

to GROW in knowledge, LOVE God and others, and SERVE through their actions. 

Ongoing and new ministries may include, but are not limited to, Bible studies, 

missional opportunities, children’s groups, retreats, overnight trips, and summer 

programs/activities. Please submit your applications to our Director of Children and Family Ministries, Kim Bowyer, at 

kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

CLC Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applications for the newly created position of Christian Life Center 

Coordinator. This person will oversee the day-to-day operations of the CLC, Monday-Thursday (8:30-1:30), and be 

responsible for development of new programs and health and wellness classes for our congregants and community 

members. Please submit your application to Lisa Marsh, Executive Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Employment Opportunities 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org

