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“I love that I get to work in a place where people smile at one another and enjoy 

being together.” These are words that I heard from some of the newest members 

of our Preschool staff as we begin to return to the building in the days ahead. The 

first floor hallways of our children’s ministry wing and Preschool have been painted 

recently. A newer parent walked through and said, “I love this color. It’s so 

calming.” 

It is good to gather together in this place and celebrate together as we come back 

this fall. As we prepare for this Labor Day weekend and our last worship service 

out on the front lawn, there is much labor happening to prepare our building and 

grounds for Welcome Back Sunday on September 12. Many thanks to our exciting 

landscaping volunteers, chaired by Jane Carvell, who have worked tirelessly to get 

our gardens, parking lots, and landscaping ready for our return. They’ve also coordinated wonderfully with our 200th 

Anniversary Committee, chaired by Russ and Sue Ives, to install A Quiet Way, a prayer walk around the campus that 

we will consecrate following worship that day. 

Pay attention to our newly-expanded building hours in Steeple Notes this week as our Welcome Desk off the main 

entrance will be staffed more hours as we open up this month. Cleaning is happening all around the building to prepare 

for in-person and hybrid journey group gatherings, committee meetings, and other small groups that meet in our 

building. 

This is such an exciting time as we prepare to welcome one another back. There is much that has been done and so 

much to do even still. Perhaps “rest” is the last thing on our minds with so much to be done. How do we find time to 

rest when there is no time to waste in our weeks? Is there anything sacred about wasting time? Join me once more on 

Sunday on the front lawn as we talk about finding respite in the midst of overfilled schedules and lives. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. Haiti Challenge Update! Relief efforts continue on a daily basis. On Tuesday, food was provided to over 150 

families in the village of Chiraque, where we have a longstanding connection. More rural villages like Chiraque are 

among the hardest hit by the recent earthquake. Fragile homes and possessions have been lost. Thankfully, the church 

and school buildings built by our support in recent years survived the earthquake and are providing needed shelter for 

the displaced. Your generous support is enabling the Haiti Mission Team to organize food gifts for more villages. The 

recent challenge to raise $10,000 in support of these efforts now stands at $10,540. An anonymous donor offering to 

match every dollar beyond the $10,000 level has extended the offer through Sunday, September 5. Join me in giving at 

fumcbirmingham.org/giving.  

Time to Rest? 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
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Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. on the Birmingham Campus front 

lawn for the final time this summer. Worship will also be 

livestreamed. Children begin and end worship with their parents. In case 

of rain, worship and Sunday School will move inside.  

Birmingham Worship: “A Holy Waste of Time” (Exodus 20:8-11) – 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by  

Sharon Bonsall in loving memory of Jim Bonsall.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Lon Bone in loving memory of Howard and Marge Bone. 

Holy Communion will be served during worship this week. If you will worship via livestream, you may pick up 

communion elements at the Welcome Desk during our open hours (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10-12 

and 12:30-2:30).  

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. In addition to 

worshiping with us via the Berkley First Facebook page, you can now livestream the service every Sunday on Youtube 

or on the homepage of BerkleyFirst.org. While you're at it, take a moment to “subscribe” to our new Youtube page 

and share it with a friend.  

Berkley Worship: “Becoming God’s New Creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17) – Jeremiah Wade-Olson 

Sunday, September 5 

Complete job descriptions and applications are available on the church website and at 

the Welcome Desk during our open hours.  

Elementary Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applicants for the part-

time position of Elementary School Coordinator, reporting to the Director of 

Children and Family Ministries. The ideal candidate will coordinate, communicate and 

complete ministries in the creation of opportunities for elementary school students 

to GROW in knowledge, LOVE God and others, and SERVE through their actions. 

Ongoing and new ministries may include, but are not limited to, Bible studies, 

missional opportunities, children’s groups, retreats, overnight trips, and summer 

programs/activities. Please submit your applications to our Director of Children and Family Ministries, Kim Bowyer, at 

kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

CLC Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applications for the newly created position of Christian Life Center 

Coordinator. This person will oversee the day-to-day operations of the CLC, Monday-Thursday (8:30-1:30), and be 

responsible for development of new programs and health and wellness classes for our congregants and community 

members. Please submit your application to Lisa Marsh, Executive Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Youth Workers for SPARK….Youth in 6th-12th grades are invited to apply as SPARK Youth Workers for the 

2021-2022 school year. Youth SPARK Workers play with and lead children to grow in faith and fellowship with one 

another on Thursdays 4:00-6:30 p.m. There is a mandatory training session on Thursday, September 2 in the CLC.  

These are our options for compensation: Paycheck (must be 15 years old), Mission Funds account, England Choir Trip 

account, or volunteer hours. Complete the application document (with additional event information sheet) and either 

scan/email or drop-off the completed application to Kim Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Employment Opportunities 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJsEp6P0XM3Z7xyr1BBDq9Q/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/31120349/SPARK-youth-worker-app.info_.doc-2021.22.pdf
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
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….that there are many, many volunteers who keep our church vibrant and healthy. We 

especially wish to thank those individuals who envisioned and helped create our “A Quiet 

Way” prayer walk, including but not limited to Ann Windley, Nancy Keesee and Jane Carvell. 

We also want to thank Jim Rillema and Steve Read for their assistance in the repainting of 

the Preschool rooms and hallways, and Bill Guisinger for his work in polishing up the 

Sanctuary. It is true, “Many hands make light work.” Thank you!  

….that for those seeking support due to grief, New Hope has offerings for group workshops 

and classes. New offerings include a grief group for those who have lost a loved one due to 

substance abuse. Additional fall offerings include loss due to suicide and classes designed specifically for widows, 

widowers, and parents who have lost a child. All are facilitated by credentialed counselors. Please click on this link for 

more information.  

….that the Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk is less than 30 days away! Our CROP Walk goal this 

year is 100+ walkers generating over $32,000. Join our team or make a donation at crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. 

See you on Sunday, September 26 for a 2:00 p.m. start! 

….that Hunger Ministry will continue the Home Produce Table on Sunday mornings through September 26, offered at 

9:30 worship at the Birmingham Campus. Please bring any extra items from your garden and/or purchase items 

brought by others. Staffing help for the table is really needed; please see the SignUpGenius link.  

Did You Know... 

It’s time again for Fantasy Football for Missions! The NFL season kicks off 

tomorrow, so make sure to sign up now for this year’s competition. The needs 

of our partners in missions are greater than ever, and nothing’s better than 

helping others while having fun at the same time. A $30 donation is all that is 

required, as everything else (including team drafting and lineup management) 

can be done automatically for you if that is your preference. Most importantly, 

the full 100% of proceeds goes directly to Birmingham and Berkley First 

missions teams to help them help others in this critical time of need. Please see our website for more details and email 

Mark Adams at adams400@aol.com today to get signed up.  

Fantasy Football for Missions  

On Saturday, September 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Birmingham First will 

offer drive-thru flu shots, administered by Michigan Community VNA and 

sponsored by First Nurses and Caring Ministries. Register at flu.vna.org. 

Please use Clinic ID: 788 and Passcode: wsTiEwN (passcode is case sensitive). 

When registering, you will choose from regular (youth 8 years and older can 

receive this shot), high-dose senior, or preservative-free shots. You will receive 

an email registration confirmation from VNA. 

The following insurances are accepted: Medicare and Medicare Advantage Plans, BCN, BCBS (except TEA prefix), 

Aetna, HAP (except CIGNA), Priority Health, Physician Health Plan, and United. If your insurance is not accepted, 

payment is by cash or check made payable to Michigan Community Wellness VNA. (Please choose cash or check when 

registering.) 

Drive-Thru Flu Clinic 

https://newhopecenter.net
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/birminghammi/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f45a8a62ca5fc1-hunger
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fantasy-football-for-missions
mailto:adams400@aol.com
https://flu.vna.org/
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being provides the text and tools you 

need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending and debt, along 

with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. Join Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin for this six-week interactive experience. Classes will be 

held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 28. 

There is no charge to attend, however, registration is necessary. Please click 

here to register. To view a video about Saving Grace, click here.  

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

Have you remembered Birmingham First in your estate plan? Please consider 

expressing your appreciation for this congregation and our mission and 

ministry with a charitable bequest in your will or living trust.  

To discuss how you might include our congregation in your estate planning, 

contact Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, at  

slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. 

Have You Remembered Us? 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJCCMyaR-IQ&t=126s
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org

