
PLANNING FOR FALL 
Worship  
Birmingham Campus: 

Welcome Back Sunday is September 12!  

• Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and CLC and via livestream—along with choirs, vocalists, and musicians. 

• Nursery care and Sunday School for children and youth at 9:30 a.m.   

• Celebration with food, fun, music, mission opportunities and fellowship on the front lawn from 10:30 a.m. to 

noon. We’ll also introduce A Quiet Way, a prayer walk around our campus, that provides more outdoor seating 

and makes the front lawn and our gardens more accessible. 

Beginning September 19, our regular worship schedule at Birmingham will be: 

• Worship in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and via livestream 

• Worship in the CLC at 9:30 a.m. and via livestream 

• Sunday School for children and youth at 9:30 a.m. Nursery care will be offered at both hours. 

• Coffee Hour will be held in Fellowship Hall between services from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 

Berkley Campus: 

• Worship continues at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary and via livestream, with Sunday School and nursery care.  

• We are taking a slightly different approach to our fall kickoff this year at Berkley First. Instead of having a party 

for ourselves, we are going to “get out and give back” with hands-on service projects in Berkley and Pontiac. 

Stick around after worship on September 12 and be a part of the action! 

Building Hours  
Birmingham Campus: 

Our Welcome Desk staff is eager to greet you on the phone and in person this fall. All business will be conducted at 

the Welcome Desk inside the main entrance off the back parking lot. The church office will NOT be staffed.  

Daytime hours begin Tuesday, September 7. Evening hours begin Wednesday, September 8. The building is closed on 

Monday, September 6 for the Labor Day holiday.  

Monday-Tuesday  

8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.   Jane Myers 

4:00-8:00 p.m.  Laurie Miller 

Wednesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Chris Schulte 

4:00-8:00 p.m.  Tim Stoner 

Friday 

8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Chris Schulte 

Doors will be locked during Preschool hours. The main entrance will be unlocked when Preschool is not in session; 

other doors are always locked. Just press the buzzer for entry. The east doors are reserved for Preschool only. 

Staff schedules are varied and some are meeting by appointment only. Please call before coming to the church and 

arrive at the Welcome Desk so you can be announced instead of going directly to offices.  

The Christian Life Center is closed until staffing is in place. 

Berkley Campus: 

Beginning the week of September 12, the Berkley First office is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. 



SPARK is our weekday ministry offering for kids ages 3 through 5th grade 

who are committed to our choir program. SPARK meets on Thursdays from 

4:15-6:15 p.m. Come and sing, play, run, and just be a kid with us!! Kids will be 

assisted in getting to rehearsals and back to SPARK when choir practice 

ends. Families are asked to complete a yearly Family Registration Form to 

register for SPARK and/or choir, and for all other programming offered this 

school year.  

Children and Youth Choirs Begin….Young singers begin the journey 

towards making music for a lifetime by participating in our choir program. 

Combining excellence in music education with faith development, there is no 

program quite like this around. From weekly rehearsals, to Choir Camp, to 

England Tours, our singers learn skills, make friends, and learn faith lessons 

that will last a lifetime. Don’t let your child miss out on these transformational 

experiences. For more information on Music Ministry programs for children 

and youth, and to learn more about how we are continuing to make music 

during this COVID time, please contact us at music@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Rehearsal Schedule: 

Thursdays beginning 9/8 (Singers may participate in choir independently or through the SPARK program from 4:15-

6:15 p.m.). Choir rehearsal times are: 

4:30-5:15 — Sonshine Choir (K-1st); Disciple Choir (2nd-3rd); Covenant Choir (4th-5th) 

5:15-5:45 — Cherub Choir (3 & 4 year olds) 

Sundays beginning 9/12 (singers may also participate in youth group activities on Sunday evenings): 

4:00-5:00 — Genesis Choir (6th-8th) 

5:00-6:00 — IXOYC Choir (9th-12th) 

SPARK and Choirs Begin September 8 

Youth Groups (Grades 6-12) 

Student Ministry exists to help students know themselves and God. We 

strive to create a safe space for all youth to encounter God, regardless of 

asterisk. Youth groups meet on Sundays beginning 9/12:  

4:00 p.m. — High School Small Groups / Youth Group with hang out 

time, games, and scripture study in small groups.  

5:00 p.m. — Middle School Small Groups / Youth Group with hang 

out time, games, and scripture study in small groups. 

6:00-7:00 p.m. on September 12 — Student Ministry/Choir kickoff 

dinner (Brooklyn Pizza) and parent meeting with Student Ministry and England Choir Trip information.  

Sunday Mornings for Children and Youth 
Sunday school for children 3 years through 5th grade will be offered at the 9:30 worship hour in a multi-age 

experience. We will open at least two classrooms but hope and pray, with adult volunteers, to open four classrooms. 

Masks must be worn by all participants. Currently we can offer:  

• Nursery care for infants through 3 years old (9:30 and 11:00) 

• Preschoolers, JrK and kindergarten children in room 227/229 using the Spark Activate curriculum.   

• 1st through 5th grades in the Children's Center using the Holy Moly curriculum. 

Middle School Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast, learning about your faith, and games. 

Confirmation (8th grade) meets at 9:30 a.m. (see registration details on next page) 

High School Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. for breakfast, discussion, and devotional time.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/31191749/FAMILY-REGISTRATION-FORM-2021-2022.pdf
mailto:music@fumcbirmingham.org


Journey Groups 
This fall we will offer more than 20 journey groups (small groups) across both 

campuses. We have journey groups for men, women, couples, young adults 

and adults of all ages! Meet in person, via Zoom, or take advantage of our new 

hybrid technology that allows some to be in person with others joining online.   

Click here for the Journey Group page on our website. Printed copies with all 

journey groups details are also available at the Welcome Desk. New groups 

are still being added, so check often! 

We have a great online tool to help you connect with a small group or class. Are you only available for classes that 

begin at 5 p.m. or later? Only available for Wednesday classes? Maybe you are looking for a men’s group or young adult 

group? You can search for groups that meet at Berkley, are offered on Zoom, offered in hybrid (online and in person), 

and much more. Start playing (or start discovering)! 

Prefer a personal touch? Connect with Pastor Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 

3150 for help determining which group is best for you. There is a place for you!   

Confirmation Registration Deadline Today! 
Confirmation is an important part of a young person's faith journey. In 

Confirmation class, students will be challenged to think about their faith, to 

put their faith into action, and to make decisions about their own spiritual 

formation. This class is for students entering 8th grade or higher. The deadline 

for registering is September 1 and class begins on September 19. The cost for 

Confirmation class is $40 per student to cover materials, supplies, mission and 

fellowship opportunities.   

Click here to sign up for Confirmation. If you have questions or need assistance with registration, please contact Rev. 

Susie Hierholzer (shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org) or Rev. Rachael Dunlap(rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org). We look 

forward to having your student in Confirmation this year!  

Young Adults (20s and 30s) 
Ministry with 20s and 30s includes a wide range of life experience and age/

stage. College students, recent college graduates, graduate school students, 

first careers, young professionals, singles, engaged couples, young married 

couples, expecting parents, and new parents—ALL are welcome to find 

meaning and community in and through this place. We offer a wide variety of 

offerings since we all are in different places in life. Offerings change 

frequently, so please check the website for updates. Contact Rev. Sarah 

Alexander at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org for more information. 

Small Groups….Grow in your faith! Young women’s study, dads and moms studies, podcast study and young adult 

Sunday School. 

Fellowship….Grow in your fellowship! Happy hour, home dinners, backyard hangouts, bonfires, community events. 

Mission Work….Serve God and neighbor! Mission Saturdays, rummage volunteers, weekend mission trips, and many 

volunteer opportunities.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45917&profileId=3255
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org


STAFF (as of September 7) 

Clergy 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor (ext. 3122, edulworth@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Associate Pastor, CLC Worship; Children, Youth, Families (ext. 3162, shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rev. Zack Dunlap, Associate Pastor, Berkley Campus Pastor (248-399-3698, zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org) 

Rev. Rachael Dunlap, Associate Pastor, Adult Discipleship (ext. 3150, rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rev. Sarah Alexander, Deacon, Young People’s Ministry (ext. 3128, salexander@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor, Planned Giving (ext. 3155, slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rev. Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastor, Visitation (ext. 3159, swalls@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Administrative Services: Janet Smylie, Director (ext. 3121, office@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Jane Myers, Chris Schulte, Welcome Desk Administrative Assistants (jmyers@fumcbirmingham.org, cschulte@....) 

Laurie Miller, Tim Stoner, Welcome Desk Evening Assistants (lmiller@fumcbirmingham.org, tstoner@...) 

Bev Richardson, Database Coordinator (ext. 3156, brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org); Elise Norwood, Database Assistant 

Susan Perry-Nolte, Communications Coordinator (ext. 3125, sperry@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Patty Glass, Graphics and Worship Arts Coordinator, Website (pglass@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Caring Ministries / Human Resources / Program: Lisa Marsh, Executive Director (ext. 3160, lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Kate Wilcox, Administrative Assistant, Church Calendar (ext. 3127, kwilcox@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Bruce Richardson, IT manager (bruce@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Children, Youth and Family Ministries: Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Director (ext. 3162, shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Kim Bowyer, Director of Children’s Ministry (ext. 3134, kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Kelly Ann Holquist, Early Childhood Coordinator (ext. 3131, kholquist@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Tricia Olevnik, Nursery Coordinator (tolevnik@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rev. Sarah Alexander, Deacon of Young People’s Ministry (ext. 3128, salexander@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Amy Holton, Middle School Coordinator (ext. 3149, aholton@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Meghan Coppen, High School Coordinator (ext. 3129, mcoppen@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Facilities: Tony Kotwicki, Director (ext. 3145, building@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Gary Peck, Dorothy Beck, Custodians 

Finance: Stephan Jones, Director (ext. 3133, sjones@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Cathy Cavellier, Finance Assistant, accounts receivable (ext. 3136, cathyc@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Dawn Pfaff, Finance Assistant, accounts payable (ext. 3161, dawnpfaff@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Membership and /Connecting Ministries: Mary Feldmaier, Director (ext. 3142, mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Karen Porter, Administrative Assistant (ext. 3126, kporter@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Music and Worship: Casey Proch, Director (ext. 3123, cproch@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Doris Hall, Organist (ext. 3139, dhallorg@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Mary Wilcox, Administrative Assistant (ext. 3125, music@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Susan Acciaioli, Tiffany Ericson, Children’s Choir Directors (sacciaioli@fumcbirmingham.org, tericson@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Matt Alexander, Worship Technology Manager (ext. 3163, malexander@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Chris Freeman, Modern Worship Director (ext. 3137, cfreeman@berkleyfirst.org) 

Preschool: Amy Allen, Director (ext. 3154, aallen@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Victoria Hogg, Assistant Director (ext. 3153, vhogg@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Sheila Krotchen, Administrative Assistant (ext. 3164, skrotchen@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Teachers and Assistants 

Berkley Campus (248-399-3698) 

Rev. Zack Dunlap, Campus Pastor (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org) 

Rev. Rachael Dunlap, Adult Discipleship (rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org) 

Rachel Alpert, Community Events Coordinator (ralpert@berkleyfirst.org) 

Julie White, Children and Families (jwhite@berkleyfirst.org) 

Chris Freeman and Brian White, Music (cfreeman@berkleyfirst.org, bwhite@berkleyfirst.org) 


