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“Barb’s Death” 
God, how I want not to be experiencing the loss and grief of which I am trying to 

make sense. My wife, Barbara, died on June 29th. Her death came after she was ill for 

just a short time. She was just 67 years old. A wife, a mother, a grandmother, a 

counselor, mentor, pastor, and friend…    

How does scripture speak to my experience of grief? How have neighbors and 

friends been helpful and supportive? And what do I wish they would not say? In the 

darkness I am experiencing, where is the Light, where is my hope? In the journey 

through grief, where are peace, love, and good neighbors? Join me this Sunday as I 

preach on “Barb’s Death.”    

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Join Us on the Front Lawn This Week! 

Birmingham First’s own Marcus Schoon and his bassoon 

friends from the DSO join us for our final concert in 

the Music on the Lawn summer series. The program will 

include music from the Beatles, Motown, Broadway and 

Jazz. Join us on Wednesday, August 18 at 7:30 p.m. for a 

beautiful night on our front lawn with great tunes as 

you’ve never heard them before! In case of rain, this 

concert will move to the Sanctuary. 

What’s more classic than The Sound of Music? Join us for 

the final installment of Movies on the Lawn and sing along 

with Julie Andrews and the Von Trapp kids. Friday, August 

20 at 7:30 p.m. Fun for all ages. We’ll provide the popcorn! 
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Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. on the Birmingham Campus front lawn. Worship will also be livestreamed. 

Children begin and end worship with their parents. We will announce a time for children to gather in the Chambliss 

Outdoor Worship Center for a multi-age experience that includes a Bible story with a craft or game. In case of rain, 

worship and Sunday School will move inside.  

Birmingham Worship: Peace, Love, and Good Neighbors: “Barb’s 

Death” (Psalm 22:1-5, 9-11, 14-15; Philippians 2:5-8) – Rev. Shawn Lewis-

Lakin 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Fran 

Jones in loving memory of Stanley Jones. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Thomas John Damman, 

born June 1 to John and Leah Damman.  

Berkley Worship continues at 10 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream.  

Berkley Worship: The Hopeful Neighborhood: “Give God Glory” (Matthew 5:14-16) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Sunday, August 22 

Fall Worship Plans 
Welcome Back Sunday is September 12! Mark your calendars now! 

• We’re returning to worship in the Sanctuary and CLC at 9:30 a.m. along with choirs, vocalists, and musicians! 

• Sunday School returns indoors at 9:30 a.m. beginning September 12! 

• Celebration with food, fun, music, mission opportunities and fellowship on the front lawn from 10:30 a.m. to 

noon! We’ll also introduce A Quiet Way, a prayer walk around our campus, that provides more outdoor seating 

and makes the front lawn and our gardens more accessible. 

Beginning September 19, our regular worship schedule at Birmingham will be: 

• Worship in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

• Worship in the CLC at 9:30 a.m. 

Fall Journey Groups 
This fall we will offer 20 journey groups (small groups) across both our 

campuses. We have journey groups for men, women, couples, young adults 

and adults of all ages! Meet in person, via Zoom, or take advantage of our new 

hybrid technology that allows some to be in person with others joining online. 

Join the Discipleship Journey of creating community, transforming lives, and 

sharing the love of Christ.  

Click here for the Journey Group page on our website. Printed copies with all 

journey groups details are also available at the Welcome Desk. 

We have a great online tool to help you connect with a small group or class. Are you only available for classes that 

begin at 5 p.m. or later? Only available for Wednesday classes? Maybe you are looking for a men’s group or young adult 

group? You can search for groups that meet at Berkley, are offered on Zoom, offered in hybrid (online and in person), 

and much more. Start playing (or start discovering)! 

Prefer a personal touch? Connect with Pastor Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 

3150 for help determining which group is best for you. There is a place for you!   

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org


Our Church Family 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Jean Johnson and family on the death of her brother, 

Nelson Wohlgehagen, on August 8. A memorial service will be held on August 25 in Houston, Texas.  
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….that Hunger Ministry offers a Home Produce Table during 9:30 worship at the 

Birmingham Campus. Please bring any extra items from your garden and/or purchase items 

brought by others. If you can help work the table, please see the SignUpGenius link.  

….that Church Folx is a podcast where people from Birmingham and Berkley First share 

about who they are and what God is doing in their lives. Throughout the Bible, people are 

encouraged to bear witness to what they have seen and heard. Continuing in that tradition, 

this podcast offers a forum for people to get to know one another and be inspired. Covering 

topics from creative invention to food justice, battling cancer to foster parenting, our hope is 

that the stories of these Church Folx will empower you to share your stories, inspire others, and be part of beloved 

community together. A new podcast is offered every Wednesday. Find Church Folx at https://rss.com/podcasts/

Did You Know... 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being provides the text and tools you 

need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending and debt, along 

with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. Join Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin for this six-week interactive experience. Classes will be 

held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 28. 

There is no charge to attend, however, registration is necessary. Please click 

here to register. To view a video about Saving Grace, click here.  

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f45a8a62ca5fc1-hunger
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=46567&profileId=3281/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJCCMyaR-IQ&t=126s


Page 4 August 18, 2021 

The Birmingham/Bloomfield Area CROP Hunger Walk is less than 50 days 

away! Our CROP Walk goal this year is 100+ walkers generating over 

$32,000. 

Start planning your participation by joining our team or making a donation at 

crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. See you on Sunday, September 26 for a 

2:00 p.m. start. 

CROP Walk Registration is Open 

It’s time again for Fantasy Football for Missions! The NFL season kicks off on 

Thursday, September 9, so make sure to sign up now for this year’s 

competition. The needs of our partners in missions are greater than ever, and 

nothing’s better than helping others while having fun at the same time. A $30 

donation is all that is required, as everything else (including team drafting and 

lineup management) can be done automatically for you if that is your 

preference. Most importantly, the full 100% of proceeds goes directly to 

Birmingham and Berkley First missions teams to help them help others in this critical time of need. Last year, Pat 

Hubert won the FF4M championship and claimed the Pettibone Trophy. Will it be you this year? Please see our website 

for more details and email Mark Adams at adams400@aol.com today to get signed up.  

Fantasy Football for Missions  

Nancy and John Smith report that our friends in the Jeremie area are all safe, 

although many have homes heavily damaged or destroyed by Saturday’s 

earthquake. Churches and schools built by Birmingham First’s Haiti Mission 

team in recent years are largely intact, as are the two orphanages and elder 

care facility that we support. But conditions are really indescribable: debris 

everywhere, ongoing recovery operations, untreated wounds and broken 

bones, dwindling supplies of food/water/medicines/tarps, etc., continuing 

aftershocks, sleeping outdoors for fear of further building collapses, and a 

tropical storm beginning Monday night that compounded the misery with inches of rain.  

The Smiths are working with our Haitian team members to understand the most immediate needs and confirm that 

the usual secure means of electronic payments (Western Union, Xoom, bank wires) are working. Thanks to the 

Hunger Ministry, the Haiti Mission Team has some funds on hand for food and water, but there are other needs 

related to medicines and temporary housing/housing repair for which we ask now for the congregation’s help. We 

would like to raise $10,000 for this purpose. Donations can be made to Birmingham First with “Haiti earthquake” 

noted on the memo line. To sweeten the pot, an anonymous donor will match 1:1 donations in excess of the $10,000 

goal! 

Haiti Update 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/birminghammi/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fantasy-football-for-missions
mailto:adams400@aol.com


Summer GRIP Moms’ Group 
Summer GRIP is a moms’ group that socially gathers with time for a devotion 

and for moms to connect with other moms. Join us at Kim Bowyer’s patio/

firepit, 8-9:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 25. No childcare. Register by 5 p.m. 

on that day. 

See the church website to register. Questions? Contact Kim Bowyer, Director 

of Children & Families Ministry. 
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Complete job descriptions and applications are available on the church website and at 

the Welcome Desk during our open hours.  

CLC Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applications for the newly created 

position of Christian Life Center Coordinator. This person will oversee the day-to-

day operations of the CLC, Monday-Thursday (8:30-1:30), and be responsible for 

development of new programs and health and wellness classes for our congregants 

and community members. Please submit your application to Lisa Marsh, Executive 

Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Part-time Custodian….Birmingham First is seeking candidates for the position of 

Part-time Custodian. The ideal candidate will have experience in routine custodial duties and will assist the Director of 

Facilities during the week with some evening and weekend responsibilities. Interested parties will find the full job 

description on the website. All applications should be sent to Tony Kotwicki, Director of Facilities, at 

building@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Assistant Preschool Teachers….Birmingham First is seeking applicants for two Assistant Preschool Teachers. The 

ideal candidates will have some early childhood education experience and the ability to help create an inviting, 

stimulating and peaceful environment for children in the classroom. Applications should be submitted to Amy Allen, 

Director of Preschool, at aallen@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Welcome Desk Administrative Assistant….Birmingham First seeks a part-time administrative assistant for the 

Welcome Desk, reporting to the Director of Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are needed to interact 

with members, guests and staff. Candidate should demonstrate excellent written, verbal and proofreading skills, along 

with the ability to learn new software and online programs. Experience in MS Office 365, Word and Excel, with 

knowledge of Publisher preferred. Hours are Wednesday-Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m., and one Sunday morning per month. Direct applications/resumes to Janet Smylie, Director of Administrative 

Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Welcome Desk Evening Assistants….Birmingham First seeks two part-time evening receptionists for the 

Welcome Desk, reporting to the Director of Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are needed to interact 

with members, guests and staff. Candidate should demonstrate the ability to learn new software and online programs. 

Experience in MS Office 365, Word and Excel preferred. Hours are 4-8 p.m., Monday-Tuesday or Wednesday-

Thursday, plus one Sunday morning per month. Direct applications/resumes to Janet Smylie, Director of Administrative 

Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Employment Opportunities 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/grip/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:building@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:aallen@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship on the Front Lawn: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
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