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If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 

were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the 

members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 

 

 

 

As a lifelong United Methodist, I learned three things at a very early age: 

 

1. God’s grace is overflowing, and it covers me and my sins; 

2. We love these old English brothers known as John and Charles Wesley;  

3. And, of course…we don’t mess around when it comes to potlucks!  

 

During my youth group days, we would always share a potluck meal together before we would 

split up for our small groups. I always loved the Wednesdays when it was Taco Night! A 

smorgasbord of meats, cheeses, salsas, lettuce and tortillas would fill the long, plastic table, and 

after a word of thanks, we would dive in. Once in a while, we would run out of cheese, salsa, 

sour cream or the tortillas, yet there would still be plenty of meat left. With no extra toppings or 

ingredients, the tacos would lose a lot of their appeal and flavor. Just like those taco nights, the 

Church is at its finest when all people are being active participants and working together in unity 

to show and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.   

 

In today’s Scripture, Paul is writing to the Church in Corinth that is divided and imperfect 

(nothing, like our Church today). Paul calls on the body of Christ to acknowledge their spiritual 

gifts and to bear witness to these gifts that they have been given by God. This instructional 

discourse from Paul is vital to the church in Corinth and to the church in Birmingham today, as 

well. God had equipped the people of Corinth to bring God’s love and message into the world by 

blessing them with a diverse spectrum of gifts that they were to utilize in their own ministry 

opportunities. Paul is clear by calling on the followers of Christ to not only know their spiritual 

gifts, but then to use those gifts for the glorification of God’s kingdom.  
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This is important for two reasons. First, have you heard of the saying “Stay in your lane”? And 

no, I’m not talking about when someone is cutting you off as they merge to get onto Southfield. 

But to “stay in one’s lane” is a phrase that refers to one being diligent and focused on the task 

before you. It means to do a really good job at one’s task, while not getting distracted or working 

on something that someone else is working on.  

 

Once someone knows what gifts they can bring to God and to the Church, then they are capable 

of fulfilling that specific role to the best of their ability. When we do not know our spiritual gifts, 

we often wander into areas or lanes that we may not be particularly gifted at, which causes more 

tension and conflict, rather than finding the sweet spot and being a beneficial part of the body. If 

you do not know what your spiritual gifts are, I would encourage you to take a spiritual gifts 

inventory with Mary Feldmaier, our Director of Membership and Connecting, or Pastor Rachael 

Dunlap, who is our Pastor of Discipleship, would be happy to assist you with. I would also 

encourage you to ask God in prayer to show where you can best serve Christ and the world. 

 

To be a follower of Christ does not allow for us to be that guacamole that never finds its way 

onto a taco, but instead we are called to be active participants that God has entrusted to do the 

good work on Earth. In Matthew 16:24, Christ reminds us of this when he calls on his disciples 

to “give up their own way, and pick up their cross and follow me.” Being a follower of Christ is 

not just a title, but requires work, hard work in the Church and in the community. If you feel like 

you’ve been that side of guacamole always left off the taco and want to find your way into this 

delicious taco, I’d encourage you to reach out and find your way into this delicious meal. If you 

possess the gift of generosity, then maybe God is calling you to give your time and energy to 

teach about generosity to the larger Church. If you have the gift of hospitality, maybe you could 

find creative ways to reach more people for the Church. Or maybe you love teaching children or 

students, and God is calling you into leading a Sunday School class or a journey group. 

Whatever gifts you’ve been given, God can find a way to use them to further God’s kingdom. 

 

In today’s scripture passage, Paul teaches that not everyone can be an eye, or an ear—just like 

not all of us can be leaders, nor all of us followers. Just like tacos, you can’t just have protein or 

just the extras, because then you don’t have a complete taco. Everyone here and online this 

morning has a different taco ingredient to give, so that we at Birmingham First can be a complete 

taco (or complete body). It is also important that we show humility as we strive to be an active 

participant in God’s Church and recognize our strengths as equal to one another’s. God loves all 

the members of the body equally, and whether it is the leg or the eye or the nose, each serves a 

sacred purpose! Just as the lettuce, cheese and salsa do as they complete the taco formation 

process, every person has a unique call and gift that the body of Christ desperately needs to see 

and encourage all parts of the body to give of their selves. For the body to be functional and in a 

state of thriving, all of the different parts have to be functioning at a productive and high quality. 

You do not want your tacos to be full of spoiled lettuce or expired cheese; just like we should 

constantly be offering God our best quality work and our most unique gifts.  

 

If part of the body of Christ has a lot of power and influence, they should be lifting up and 

empowering those voices that are oppressed, marginalized or less bold. In order to do this, we 

have to remind ourselves who we are and more importantly, Whose we are, and who and Whose 
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others are. We are all children of God, and we must make sure that all parts of the body are able 

to do their job in an equitable and loving way.  

 

Mother Theresa said it best: “None of us, including me, ever do great things. But we can all do 

small things, with great love, and together we can do something wonderful.” 

 

The best tacos are the ones when the meat and cheese and other ingredients are mixed up and 

melted all together into one delicious and warm taco. I think it is fair to say that God is calling us 

to work together in humility and care for one another as we form the body of Christ. When all 

parts of the body are working together in unison and for the Kingdom of God, then the Church 

can be a light for the world. And that, my siblings in Christ, is even greater than eating a gourmet 

taco! 


