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Growing up, I had three favorite baseball players: Cal Ripken, Jr., Hank Aaron (the true Home 

Run King), and Jackie Robinson. As an Orioles and Braves fan, the first two just came naturally, 

but I admired Jackie Robinson because he was a trailblazer. In elementary school, I made a 

shoebox diorama about Jackie Robinson and his impact he had on breaking the color barrier in 

baseball. It was a bright orange Nike shoe box, and I had green construction paper for the 

outfield, and then brown for the infield with white strips in between the bases. It was a beautiful 

work of art…said absolutely no one.  

 

But one of my favorite baseball movies has to be 42, which is a movie based on Jackie Robinson. 

The movie 42 gives a fairly factual overview of the life, hardships, and perseverance that Jackie 

Robinson had to endure in his efforts to become the first Major League Baseball black athlete. 

The owner of the Brooklyn Dodgers was a man named Branch Rickey, who played a huge role in 

bringing Jackie up to the organization. Throughout the movie 42, we see the intentions and heart 

of Branch Rickey that make him an exemplar for what it means to do justice, love mercy, and 

walk humbly with God.  

 

Do Justice 

 

There is a scene in 42 when Jackie and Branch are in the training room after a game where 

Jackie was intentionally spiked in the Achilles. Jackie asks Branch, “Why did YOU do this? 

(referring to Branch’s decision to make Jackie the one to break the color barrier) And Branch 

responds, “There was something unfair at the heart of the game I loved. And I ignored it until the 

time came, and I couldn’t just ignore it anymore.” 

 

I truly believe that this call to action that Branch Rickey describes is the same call to action we 

see in today’s message from Micah. Micah, a prophet called to deliver God’s message, brings a 

proclamation that becomes universal as he calls on all mortals to follow this commandment. Not 

only is this a call to the Israelites who Micah has come to condemn their actions, but also to all 

those who have followed the Israelites. To not just talk about justice, or to sing about justice, but 

to actually DO justice. Micah, acting as God’s spokesperson, announces that God is more 
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interested in the way people live, than just in the “religiously rituals and practices” they abide by. 

God is more concerned that people are to be living and abiding in justice-oriented love, rather 

than just sticking to the ritualistic status quo.  

 

Just like Micah, Branch Rickey recognizes that doing what is right and just is, in fact, going to 

cause “good trouble.” Good trouble in the sense that going against the worldly view and pursuing 

what is right in the eyes of God is true love and justice. When we follow God’s direction and not 

the direction of the world, we are actually doing justice. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. understood 

what “good trouble” was all about when he wrote his letter from the Birmingham Jail and he 

stated,  

 

One has not only a legal but a moral responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, 

one has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws. I would agree with St. 

Augustine that “an unjust law is no law at all.” (Letter from Birmingham Jail)  

 

Playing by the rules in baseball is important (right, Astros fans), just as playing by the rules in 

life is important. But if those rules of life are unjust and unfair; then we must rewrite the rule 

book and make sure that the love that God has for everyone is replicated in our day-to-day life 

and represented in the updated rule book.  

 

Love Mercy 

 

This message of doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God is not only 

something that we find in the Old Testament, but we also find it being a center in the teachings 

of Christ Jesus. There is a parable that Jesus tells about a man who is beaten and left for dead. A 

priest and Levite (a religious leader of the time) pass this man and do not stop. Yet then a 

Samaritan man (a person whose race and ethnicity did not want anything to do with Jews and 

vice versa) stops and brings the man to a place where he there gives the inn keeper denarii to 

care for all the needs of this man, he does not know. This Samaritan man even tells the innkeeper 

to care for the beaten person, and whatever he spends to do so, the Samaritan man will pay him 

back for it.   

 

Luke 10:36-37 then reads: (Jesus asks) “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 

the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 

Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

Jesus does not stutter, nor does he water down his teachings of kindness and mercy. Jesus is 

direct in this parable as he wants us to be kind and merciful, just as God is kind and merciful to 

us. May we love those who look differently than us, may we love those who act differently than 

us, and may we love those who despise us. In his book, Fear of the Other, former UMC Bishop 

Will Willimon writes on the story of the Good Samaritan as he says; “Three people passed by 

(the beaten man): a preacher, a lay leader, and then a member of ISIS. And guess who offered 

the man life?” I will be leading a study on this book in July, and I wish to invite you all. 
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It is easy to love and give mercy to those who love us; yet just like the Samaritan man who took 

in an individual that historically and culturally would have despised him, we are to do the same, 

by loving kindness and mercy.  

 

Walk Humbly with Your God 

 

One cannot do justice and love mercy if one is not able to walk humbly with God. When we 

make mistakes, we should admit them; when we fall short of the glory of God, we are called to 

repent and to do better. When we walk with God, we are following God’s direction for our lives. 

And when we hold the Father’s hand, we are lead to doing justice and loving mercy.  

 

I love what the Message Bible says about Micah 6:8, as it reads: “But he’s already made it plain 

how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women. It’s quite simple: Do what 

is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, and don’t take yourself 

too seriously—take God seriously.” (Micah 6:8 MSG) 

 

Not only should we be loving our neighbor and being compassionate towards our neighbor, but 

we should also recognize that it is God who we should be faithful and serious about, not us. Our 

love for God should shine through us and abound like a rushing river to all who we encounter. 

When we walk humbly with God, we find ourselves living for and caring for those on the 

margins and those that society have deemed as less important. We do this because Jesus loved, 

walked, talked, and ate with prostitutes, tax collectors, and those who were cast out of society. 

 

Here at Birmingham First, we are participating in the call of Micah 6 by partnering with multiple 

missional communities such as Micah 6 in Pontiac, The NOAH Project, and also providing 

events such as Compassion Camp, upcoming in August, which teaches our younger children how 

to live out the Micah 6:8 call. There are also so many different groups meeting where we can be 

challenged to step out of our comfort zone and into living out Micah 6:8.  

 

Siblings in Christ, if we are to do this hard work of DOING justice, and LOVING mercy, and 

WALKING humbly with our God, then this passage cannot just be a verse that we put on 

bumper stickers or T-shirts. We have to live out these action verbs daily and faithfully hold one 

another accountable, and by doing so, then we can collectively work with one another to do 

justice, love mercy, and walk humbly together with God.    

 

AMEN. 

 


