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Someday it will be impossible to count the people of Israel, because there will be 

as many of them as there are grains of sand along the seashore. They are now 

called “Not My People,” but in the future they will be called “Children of the 

Living God.” Israel and Judah will unite and choose one leader. Then they will 

take back their land, and this will be a great day for Jezreel. –Hosea 1:10-11 

 

 

 

How many of you have seen the Disney movie, The Rookie? The Rookie is a baseball movie that 

came out in 2002. It is based on the true story of Jim Morris, high school science teacher and 

baseball coach, who earned the opportunity to play Major League Baseball at the age of 35. 

Dennis Quaid plays Jim Morris in the film. 

 

The high school team that Morris coaches is called the Big Lake Owls. They have a losing 

record, many of the players are skilled but unmotivated, and there is very little community 

support for baseball. One day after practice, the team catcher offers to play catch with Coach 

Morris, and Morris throws a fastball that puts a little burn in the catcher’s glove. He actually has 

to ice his hand after that round of catch.  

 

Later, Coach Morris throws that same fastball during batting practice, and the whole team takes 

notice. As they begin their season with a couple of losses, Coach Morris decides to give them an 

inspirational speech about perseverance and never giving up. But the boys turn that logic back on 

their coach, encouraging him to pursue his once-held dream of playing major league ball. They 

strike a deal with their coach: if they go all out and win the district championship, then Coach 

Morris has to try out for a professional ball team.  

 

Now, most deals like this are made on a much smaller scale, like shaving one’s head, singing a 

silly song in front of a group, or letting people make you into an ice cream sundae. But trying out 

for major league ball? That’s a really steep agreement.  

 

I’m betting that Coach Morris, as much as he believed in those boys, didn’t think they would 

turn it all around in one season. But they did. They ended up winning the district championship, 
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and after they celebrated for a moment, the team held Coach Morris to his word, each player 

saying to Morris, one by one, “It’s your turn, Coach. It’s your turn, Coach. It’s your turn, 

Coach.”  

  

Jim Morris eventually made it to the Major League, playing for two seasons with the Tampa Bay 

Devil Rays, all because the boys on that high school baseball team believed in him. They knew it 

wasn’t too late for Jim Morris to live into the vision that began in his life long before that day. 

It’s an excellent movie. If you haven’t watched it, you must! 

  

We’re in our second week of this sermon series, Majoring in the Minors, and we’re talking about 

the minor prophets of the Bible. Prophets are people who speak a message from God to the 

people. And these minor prophets we’re talking about aren’t called minor because they’re 

underage or insignificant, they’ve just been given less space in the Bible. We don’t hear as much 

from them as we do from prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah, for example, and yet the minor 

prophets absolutely have a message we need to hear even today.  

 

Today we’re focusing on Hosea. Hosea is often seen as a “prophet of doom,” but there actually is 

a message of hope in Hosea’s writings. Hosea shared these messages during a time in which the 

Israelite people were under the reign of one of Israel’s worst kings, Jereboam II. Hosea tells of 

the coming decimation of the Israel nation by the Assyrians and says that this will happen 

because the Israelites have not upheld their part of the covenant that God has made with them.  

 

You see, long before this time, God had Moses lead the Israelite people out of slavery in Egypt 

to the promised land and God made a covenant with them, promising to always love them and 

expecting their love and trust and faithfulness in return, which ought to have been a no-brainer 

because God has never let them down. But the Israelite people can’t seem to be faithful. They 

worship other gods, they give other gods credit for the things that God does for them, and even 

worse, they break the commandments while praising God with the same breath. They have not 

upheld their part of the covenant. And God would be completely justified in ending the covenant 

and forsaking the Israelite people, right? If someone doesn’t uphold their part of the agreement, 

you can break the agreement. It happens all the time. 

 

But, that’s not what God wants to do, because that is not who God is. Hosea wants us to know 

that God is compassionate and merciful and faithful, and that God loves us—so much that God is 

willing to forgive us and renew the covenant with us so that we can again start living into the 

vision that began in our life long before today. God believes in the Israelite people, and God 

believes in you and me, just like those high school baseball players believed in their coach. God 

invites us to repentance, to just be sorry and apologetic for the ways that we’ve distanced 

ourselves from God and to be sorry and apologetic for the gods in our life that we love more than 

we love God, and God wants to renew the covenant with us—this promise that God is always 

going to love us so we have no reason whatsoever not to love ourselves and our neighbors as 

ourself.  

 

That’s the covenant. God is always going to love you and pursue you to help you live into the 

vision that began in you long before today. That vision for how you and I become loving, 

compassionate, gracious, forgiving people to transform this world into earth as it is in heaven. 
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It’s time for us to fully live into that covenant promise with our lives. Not just partially, not just 

occasionally, but to take an honest assessment of your life right now, repent for all of the ways 

you’ve created distance between you and God, and start living into your part of the covenant. It’s 

your turn, Coach. It’s your turn. 

 

Far too often, we don’t do the hard work of repentance and forgiveness with ourselves and with 

those around us. We have unmet expectations in our relationships. When that happens, we get 

angry, we get hurt, we move toward vengeance or complacency. Rarely do we think about 

compassion, grace, and forgiveness first, but that is where God always begins with us. And a 

single act of honest repentance can be an incredibly powerful thing.  

 

Take some time this week to make an honest assessment of your relationship with God and 

imagine what it would look like for you to tell God you’re sorry for the ways you’ve not lived 

into the promise and then make the changes in your life that helps you to start living into the 

promise. It sounds risky, but God loves you. There is nothing to fear.  

 

After you do that, then take a look at your relationships with those around you. And imagine 

what it would look like for you to begin from a place of compassion and grace and forgiveness 

every time with those people. It sounds risky, I know, but God loves you. There is nothing to be 

afraid of.  

 

Ask God to help you begin from that place of compassion, grace, and forgiveness. God loves 

you. God believes in you. It’s your turn, Coach! It’s your turn. Are you going to go all out or 

continue heading in the same direction? God is upholding God’s part of the promise. It’s your 

turn. 

 


