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The Front Lawn is Open! 

Worship, Refreshments, 

Games, and Community 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Ah, summer! A different pace to life…the warmth of the sun, 

the cool of the water, the laughter of kids. And, of course, 

watching and playing America’s favorite pastime: baseball! 

And while the major league teams seem to get all the glory, those who know baseball, know that the minor league is 

where the real action is!  

This summer we’ll look at some of the “minor” prophets of the Bible: Jonah, Malachi, Hosea, and Micah. Their stories 

have all the excitement of a good minor league baseball game: the conflict over an umpire’s call, the thrill of stealing 

bases, the exhilaration of sliding into home, and the challenge of playing by the rules.   

While the stories of the prophets bring the action of the game, our front lawn will have all the things that delight your 

senses and make a baseball game magical: the sound of the stadium organ, the smell of popcorn and cotton candy, and 

the fizz of a freshly poured root beer. We’ll even go one better as our choir joins us for live performances! A seventh-

inning stretch provides a time for kids to go to our Chambliss Garden for special activities. 

After worship, stick around and join in a kickball game, a cornhole tournament, or enjoy some refreshments around a 

table under the shade of our trees. Come connect with your church family and enjoy the beauty of summer! 

This month it’s baseball. Next month it’s Faith, Friends and Food Trucks! But it’s not just on Sundays that our front lawn 

is open. We encourage you to come out any time to enjoy a picnic under the trees or a game with your friends. Other 

special events on the lawn this summer include: 

Friday Nights at the Movies 

June 18, July 16, and August 20 

Movies for the young and young-at-heart…including a couple of sing-a-longs to classics!  

Wednesday Night Music 

June 23, July 28, and August 18 

Concerts by some of Birmingham First’s favorite artists.   
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Sermon across all campuses: Majoring in the Minors: “Bad Call, Ump!” 

(Jonah 4:1-11) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in 

loving memory of Rev. James and Wanda Crosby by their family; and in 

loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Evans and Mr. and Mrs. Ken Lester by 

Lynn and Jan Evans.  

• The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Joyce Stanton by her 

family. 

Birmingham Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Berkley Worship (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. on the Birmingham Campus front lawn. Chairs will be provided. Seating is 

available on the sidewalk if you have difficulty navigating the lawn. Face masks are optional outdoors as long as social 

distancing is observed. Worship will also be livestreamed. There is no indoor worship in the Sanctuary or CLC during 

the summer.    

Communion will be celebrated with prepackaged, individual elements. If you plan to worship via the livestream, 

communion elements are available at the Welcome Desk during our open hours.  

Children will begin and end worship with their parents. We will announce a transition time for children to gather in 

the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center for a multi-age experience that includes a Bible story with a craft or game. 

Praise Packs are reusable, manipulative kits available for all children when they attend worship. Each child will have a 

labeled bag with a variety of supplies they can use week to week.    

Join us for a family-friendly game of Kickball following worship. Wear your tennis shoes and be ready to play a 

multi-generational game of kickball.  

In case of rain, worship will move inside to one of our worship spaces and children’s Sunday School will meet in the 

Children’s Center.  

Berkley Worship continues at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream.  

Sunday, June 6 

Introducing our Summer Seminary Intern  
We are excited to welcome our 2021 Duke Seminary intern, Blaine Thomas! Blaine is 

an incoming third year Duke Divinity student, and is working on attaining his MDiv in 

hopes of returning to Florida as an Ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church.  

He grew up in Tallahassee, FL and graduated from The Florida State University in the 

Summer of 2019. He enjoys all things outside, sports, golf, weight lifting, swimming, and 

people in general. He says, “I am looking forward to meeting, learning, and worshiping 

with you all this summer, as God continues to reveal Godself in our own lives.”  

Blaine’s first Sunday with us is June 6. Stay after outdoor worship for games, 

refreshments, and to welcome Blaine to Birmingham and Berkley First. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/


Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

June 1: Julie Coopersmith 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Maxine Smiley and family on the death of her husband, 

Bruce, on May 31. His funeral will be held at Desmond’s Funeral Home in Royal Oak on Friday, June 4 at 11:00 a.m. 

Click here to read his obituary. 

A memorial service for Miranda Burnett will be held on Saturday, June 5 at 11:00. Click here to watch the 

livestream. 

A memorial service for Brad Hubert will be held on Saturday, June 5 at 2:00 p.m. Click here to watch the 

livestream. 
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….that this July, our pastors take on questions about our faith in a sermon series entitled  

I’ve Always Wondered... From the great existential quandaries of life to the day-to-day 

practical applications of faith, they are ready to address your questions. Don’t hold back—let’s 

give them a challenge! Our pastors will address the most requested questions in our July 

worship services. Please send your questions to office@fumcbirmingham.org by Sunday, June 6.  

….that the annual UMW Spring Unit Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 9 at 7:00 

p.m. We will meet in Fellowship Hall following current COVID guidelines. All women are 

welcome. Please RSVP by call or text to Sue Schowalter at 248-938-8827 by Friday, June 4 to allow for proper set up.  

….that Fair Trade products are back, just in time for summer! Order your favorite Fair Trade products online from 

June 6-18 and pick them up at the Welcome Desk during our open hours, Tuesday-Thursday from 10-12 and 12:30-

2:30. Come to the main entrance off the back parking lot and press the buzzer for entry. Click here to see prices and 

place your order. Questions? Please contact Susan Oleson at 248-496-3612. 

….that the Circuit Rider Bookstore is holding an online Spring Book Sale with wonderful titles at a great price. Click 

here to order. Book orders can be picked up at the Welcome Desk during our open hours, Tuesday-Thursday from 

10:00-12:00 and 12:30-2:30. The sale runs through June 10. If you have any questions about your order, contact Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3150.  

….that you can join Children and Families Ministry to help us transform our campus into a VBS railroad station with 

mountains! VBS Decorating Days are June 7, 8, 9 and 10 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. and 12:30-2:30 p.m. Sign up to 

volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-vbsrocky. 

….that we are still offering baptisms! Baptisms can take place during outdoor worship or privately in the Sanctuary 

following worship. We are now scheduling baptisms for July 11 and August 8. For more information or to schedule a 

baptism, please contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingahm.org or leave a message at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

….that Church Folx is a new podcast where people from Birmingham and Berkley First share about who they are and 

what God is doing in their lives. Throughout the Bible, people are encouraged to bear witness to what they have seen 

and heard. Continuing in that tradition, this podcast offers a forum for people to get to know one another and be 

inspired. Covering topics from creative invention to food justice, battling cancer to foster parenting, our hope is that 

the stories of these Church Folx will empower you to share your stories, inspire others, and be part of beloved 

community together. A new podcast is offered every Wednesday. Find Church Folx at https://rss.com/podcasts/

churchfolx/. 

Did You Know... 

https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Bruce-E-Smiley?obId=21266006
https://vimeo.com/event/1026211/c74c29ca84
https://vimeo.com/event/1032176/8e1edb82d5
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/b311c27c-8fcb-40c8-8273-23e7b187fef8
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/b311c27c-8fcb-40c8-8273-23e7b187fef8
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/4afa50e8-d04a-4e21-a37a-b6c505b31718
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/4afa50e8-d04a-4e21-a37a-b6c505b31718
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbsrocky
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
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Join us July 18-24 at Camp Lael in Lapeer, MI as we ride along the trails John 

Wesley forged to experience the revolution of Methodism at Choir Camp 

2021. Choir Camp is for singers entering the 4th through 12th grade. In 

addition to learning about our Wesley roots, we’ll make music and memories 

to last a lifetime. Participants in Choir Camp are expected to participate in 

choir for the upcoming school year. To register, see the church website. If you 

have questions or would like more information on camp, please contact the 

music office.  

Choir Camp 2021 

Summer Mission Trips for Children and Youth 
45C Summer Mission Days….Students going into 4th, 5th and 6th grade 

are invited to join our 45C Summer Mission Days when they can engage in  

age-appropriate mission work in the morning and participate in cultural tours 

and fun in the afternoon. Tuesdays, June 29, July 13, July 27 and August 10 

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Registration for each date closes the Friday before 

at 11:59 p.m. Please see the church website for more specifics and to register.  

Student Detroit (Day) Mission Trip….Middle and high school students, 

join us for our Detroit (Day) Mission Trip, June 21-23. We will spend three 

days being the hands and feet of Christ in Detroit. Students can sign up for 

one, two, or all three days. More detailed information can be found at the 

registration link. Please register by June 6. Open to current 6th-12th graders. 

We are excited for a week full of mission!   

Micah 6 Block Blitz 
Micah 6 Community will be helping their neighbors on Dwight Street with a 

variety of outdoor clean-up projects including painting, gardening, home repair, 

light concrete work, sidewalk clearing, trash removal and more. They are 

looking for both skilled and non-skilled labor that day and would love your 

help. If you are interested, please register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/

dwightblockblitz. Meet at Sprout Fresh Food Store (580 W Huron St, Pontiac) 

on Saturday, June 12 at 10:00 a.m. Lunch is included!  

Disciple Choir Director….The Birmingham Campus is seeking candidates for the 

position of Disciple Choir Director. The Disciple Choir is for our 2nd and 3rd grade 

singers. Skills required include a Bachelor's degree in music or experience and training 

as a children’s choir director, exceptional people skills in person and via technology, 

and strong musical and vocal skills. Please visit our website for the full job description 

and the application, which should be sent to Casey Proch, Executive Director of Music 

and Worship. 

Employment Opportunity 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/choir-camp-2021/
mailto:music@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c-summer-mission-days
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3183
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/dwightblockblitz
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/dwightblockblitz
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome__trashed/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
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Summer Journey Groups 
Join the Discipleship Journey of creating community, transforming lives, and 

sharing the love of Christ. On the Discipleship Journey, you are invited to join 

a small group, called a Journey Group. There is a place for you!   

To register, get a Zoom link, or ask a question, contact Pastor Rachael Dunlap. 

She can help you find a group that’s a perfect fit. 

A Time for Prayer  

First Sunday of the month from 11:20 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Facilitated by the Berkley First Prayer Team  

Join together in prayer each month for each other, our community, and the world.   

Dads Group  

First and third Mondays (older kids) and Tuesdays (babies and younger kids) at 7:30 p.m.  

Facilitated by Pastor Zack Dunlap  

Join with other dads as we wade through this exceptionally strange year together. Discussion will center around 

the book Dad Tired and Loving It by Jerrad Lopes.   

Tuesday Morning Men’s Fellowship  

Tuesday from 6:30-7:30 a.m. (hybrid meeting) 

Facilitated by George Work     

These men meet every week to pray, study, and grow together. All men are welcome at any time. Come in person 

or join via Zoom.               

Tuesday Evening Discussion Group 

Tuesday from 7:00-8:30 p.m. (this group will break in August)  

Facilitated by Dale Glick 

Men and women of all ages meet to discuss sermons, explore scripture, and read and discuss Christian books and 

writings.  

Arbon Dennis Men’s Group  

Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 a.m. 

Facilitated by Pastor Elbert Dulworth  

Over 30 men meet every week to pray, study, and grow together. All men are welcome at any time.  

Young Woman’s Bible Study   

Wednesday from 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Facilitated by Deacon Sarah Alexander 

Women in their 20s and 30s meet weekly to connect, share about life, and study God’s Word.  

Saturday Morning Group  

Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  

Facilitated by Judy Lowery  

 

mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship on the Front Lawn: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

