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And I am sure of this, that the One who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. –Philippians 1:6 

 

 

 

It’s Pentecost everybody! Happy Birthday, Church! You don’t look a day over 1500 years old! 

 

You know, God’s timing is so perfect, because we’re wrapping up our sermon series on 

transformation while celebrating one of the greatest transformations in history, Pentecost: a 

gathering of people who were hungering and thirsting for salvation transformed into the Body of 

Christ and commissioned by God to transform the world. You heard the story at the beginning of 

worship. This is one of the greatest stories ever told. When we hear it, we ought to be inspired in 

the same way that those who were there were inspired. This is our collective birth story; this is 

how we came to be. And the work of the Holy Spirit in this story is amazing: tongues of fire and 

everyone speaking in their own language and everyone understanding what was being said. I 

imagine it was something magnificent to behold! 

  

We’ve been talking about the ways that God transforms our lives, from the inside out. True 

transformation begins in your heart when your heart breaks for the same things that break God’s 

heart: hatred, violence, racism, evil, oppression, injustice, complacency. None of those things 

align with God’s kingdom because none of those things are love…and when we participate in 

those things or fail to speak and act against them, we push God’s kingdom farther away instead 

of bringing it near with God’s love and grace for all persons. When you begin to notice that 

uneasy feeling within yourself when you come face to face with these unloving acts, when you 

can no longer stay silent about them and find yourself having the desire to change them, that is 

when God is transforming your heart.  

  

And along with the heart, God begins to transform your mind, giving you a new way of thinking, 

a new way of seeing the world. We begin to see it through God’s eyes. We begin to see each 

other through God’s eyes. And let me tell you, it is a whole lot harder to hate someone when you 

can see them as God sees them.  
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I have a brother who is very different from me. He and I see most things in the exact opposite 

way. We disagree politically, religiously, sometimes morally. But when I look at him, I see him 

the way that I think God sees my brother, as that adorable little six year old with the toothless 

grin and the sparkle of mischief in his eyes, and I love my brother. God is transforming by mind, 

and I love my brother. My stubborn, opinionated, obstinate brother.  

 

You know what my brother and I do agree on? We agree that mushrooms are horrible tasting and 

we’re both allergic to them, so we agree not to eat them so we don’t die. But we also agree that 

God is good, all the time. And that none of us are ever wrong when we choose to love. 

  

Last week we talked about how our relationships are transformed when our heart and mind are 

transformed. We barely even have to try to transform our relationships if God has already 

transformed our heart and mind. In fact, if your heart and mind have not been transformed, your 

relationships are not being transformed, you’re just working on improving them. True 

transformation of our relationships, not just improvements, flow from the transformation within. 

Do you want your relationships to be improved or truly transformed into incredible and life-

giving relationships?  

 

Our relationships can also be transforming for others. They can become the thing that changes 

everything for someone else. I said last week that relationships that transform our lives matter, 

and then we heard from our high school grads who shared about the ways that their lives were 

shaped and transformed by being a part of the Body of Christ at Birmingham First. They said 

your love made a difference, your witness made a difference, your words made a difference, your 

relationship made a difference for them, and their lives have been transformed because of God at 

work in and through us. Thanks be to God for relationships that transform lives! 

 

That’s our focus today: the way that God transforms our life from the inside out. This is 

transformation in two movements. The first is personal transformation. How do you know if God 

is transforming your life from the inside out? You’ll know it when you see it. Sometimes it is big 

changes that everyone notices, like overcoming addiction, a new sense of hope, a positive change 

in your words and actions. Sometimes it is small change that only you notice, like a hunger for 

God’s Word, a desire to live the way of Jesus, extravagant generosity, grace that flows out of you 

as it never has before. I want that kind of transformation in my life. Don’t you want that kind of 

transformation in your life? God is already at work in you. If you’re hearing this message today, 

God is already at work in you. Now is the time for you to participate in the transformation that 

God has begun in you. 

 

The second transformation of life is corporate transformation. In the same way that God is at 

work within us bringing about transformation, God is also at work among us bringing about 

transformation of the Body of Christ. I’ve seen the work that God is doing among us, and God is 

casting a vision for what we will become as we emerge from the pandemic.  

 

This has been one of the strangest years in the life of the Church—not just our church, but God’s 

church all over the world. Never in my lifetime, and maybe not in yours, either, has the church 

not gathered physically for such an extended length of time. It is so good to finally be here 

together on the front lawn. And yet, we learned throughout this pandemic that we are indeed the 
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church even outside of this building and we can meet people’s needs without physically 

gathering in this place. We became creative in the ways that we help others become disciples of 

Jesus Christ. Families did faith formation together at home, people met by Zoom to connect and 

explore God’s Word and grow in their faith, the leadership of the church found creative ways to 

push our ministry to new levels of care and compassion and edification. We learned new ways to 

care for one another. We learned how to plan and prepare and then adapt when it was necessary.  

 

This is the transformation of our life as the Body of Christ. We are now prepared and 

experienced for doing ministry in new ways and in uncertain times. This is the transformation of 

our collective life as the Body of Christ. God didn’t stop working among us during the last year. 

God has been transforming us for the incredible ministry that can be done through the body of 

Christ at Birmingham and Berkley First.  

 

Friends, I don’t know about you, but I am so excited for what God is unfolding among us, I can 

hardly contain it! If you haven’t felt that yet, if you don’t yet see the vision for what God wants 

to do with us and among us and through us, let me hold that vision for you. Let Pastor Elbert 

hold that vision for you, and Pastor Zack, and Pastor Rachael, and Pastor Shawn, and Pastor 

Suzanne, and Deacon Sarah—we will hold that vision before you until you can see it with us. 

Ask God to show you what is unfolding among us. It’s exciting and incredible. It’s 

transformation of heart and mind and relationship and life. And it’s time for you to start 

participating in this transformation. 

 

The story of Pentecost is the birth of the Church. It is the origin of who we are and what we are 

gathered to do. Pentecost reminds us that the church is God’s plan for the transformation of the 

world, but instead of an epic overthrow of our systems, God chooses to move in our heart and 

mind and our relationships to transform individuals, communities, and the world. Like the 

gathering of people at Pentecost, God’s Spirit is at work among us. Our transformation continues 

day after day as God is perfecting us in love and grace.  

 

God is unfolding something amazing among us as we emerge from this time. And I am sure of 

this: the One who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ. May we always be seeking God’s transformation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


