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Celebrate Pentecost This Sunday 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 

tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” (Acts 2:1-4, NRSV) 

This Sunday we are celebrating Pentecost, the birthday of the Church universal. It 

was on the day of Pentecost when the disciples were gathered together in one 

place following the resurrection and the Spirit of God transformed the disciples 

(those who are taught) into apostles (those who are sent). People all around 

heard the commotion and knew that something was up among this group of Jesus 

followers. There was something different about them as they were preaching the 

gospel to the crowds. Everyone heard them speaking in their own languages. 

God was at work among them, bringing new life to the world, and everyone encountered it. Fear could no longer keep 

them pent up inside but they had to go out and tell the story of Jesus with every word and action of their lives. And the 

Church was born that day, moving beyond the walls of a building into the world. 

Some might say that what the Church needs now is another Pentecost. Yet, the gift of the Holy Spirit is already given 

to us. We proclaim God’s Spirit present with us at baptism and again in our confirmation. Pentecost is the time that we 

remind ourselves that God’s greatest vehicle for the communication of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is you and me, the 

Church, the very body of Christ. And we are infused with life; life that has can transform the world around us. 

As we step out of the grips of a pandemic, certainly the world around us needs to know now more than before that 

God is present; present bringing goodness and grace, power and love, transformation and healing. As worship begins 

out on the front lawn this week for the summer, I can’t wait to see what God will do among us and in our communities 

as we begin to sing a new song together and witness to Christ’s life as the Spirit moves us beyond the walls and into 

the world once more. 

As face masks are optional outdoors for all, it will be wonderful to see one another’s faces and to share some amazing 

fellowship again. Join us for a round of “Happy Birthday” and a cupcake as in-person Sunday School starts up for our 

children once more. The Sanctuary is always open before, during, and after services for reflection and prayer for those 

who feel the need to connect in that sacred space, as well. Doris will even be around to share some music on the 

organ for us, too. 

May the Spirit move among us together that we and our world might indeed be transformed. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 



Page 2 May 26, 2021 

Summer starts Memorial Day weekend at Birmingham First as worship moves 

to our front lawn at 9:30 a.m. It will also be livestreamed. On May 30 we will 

celebrate Pentecost and remember those who have served our country. Wear 

red and come for this time of celebration with your church family. Like any 

good celebration, we’ll even have cupcakes!    

Worship continues on the front lawn through Labor Day. There is no indoor 

worship in the Sanctuary or CLC during the summer. Chairs will be provided. 

Seating is available on the sidewalk if you have difficulty navigating the lawn. Face masks are optional outdoors as long 

as social distancing is observed. Please see all our safety protocols below.   

Children will begin and end worship with their parents. We will announce a transition time for children to gather in 

the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center for a multi-age experience that includes a Bible story with a craft or game. 

Praise Packs are reusable, manipulative kits available for all children when they attend worship. Each child will have a 

labeled bag with a variety of supplies they can use week to week.    

In case of rain, worship will move inside to one of our worship spaces and children’s Sunday School will meet in the 

Children’s Center.  

Sermon across all campuses: Transformation: From the Inside Out – “Life” (Philippians 1:6) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of Cynthia L. Boreland by her 

son and his family: Zachary, Jacob, Kim and Rick.  

• The Rosebud announces the birth of Nathaniel David Reinker, born May 19 to Michael and Hannah Reinker.  

Birmingham Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Birmingham Outdoor Worship Begins Sunday, May 30 

Following the guidelines set forth by the CDC and State of Michigan, our safety 

protocols have changed. Our protocols will continue to be updated as 

guidelines change. 

Outdoors: 

• Masks are optional when social distancing is maintained. Please wear a 

mask when close to others. 

Indoors: 

• Masks are optional for fully-vaccinated persons. If you are not fully vaccinated, please continue to wear a mask in 

our buildings.  

• Social distancing is still required. 

Please practice good mask etiquette. Do not ask why someone is or is not wearing a mask. If someone is 

masked, put yours on when in close proximity to them. Whether indoors or out, please do not come to the church if 

you are feeling ill in any way. 

Updated COVID Safety Protocols 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/


Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 24: Julie Coopersmith 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Ralph and Andrea Wampler and family on the death of 

her mother, Barbara Call, on May 5. A memorial service will be held at a later date.  
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….that the Circuit Rider Bookstore is holding an online Spring Book Sale with wonderful 

titles at a great price. Click here to order. Book orders can be picked up at the Welcome Desk 

during our open hours, Tuesday-Thursday from 10:00-12:00 and 12:30-2:30. The sale runs 

through June 10. If you have any questions about your order, contact Pastor Rachael Dunlap at 

rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3150.  

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. 

This week, the Voice of Hope message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “Remembering Mom.” 

To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the annual UMW Spring Unit Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m. We will meet in 

Fellowship Hall following current COVID guidelines. All women are welcome. Please RSVP by call or text to Sue 

Schowalter at 248-938-8827 by Friday, June 4 to allow for proper set up.  

Did You Know... 

Introducing our Summer Seminary Intern  
We are excited to welcome our 2021 Duke Seminary intern, Blaine Thomas! Blaine is 

an incoming third year Duke Divinity student, and is working on attaining his MDiv in 

hopes of returning to Florida as an Ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church.  

He grew up in Tallahassee, FL and graduated from The Florida State University in the 

Summer of 2019. He enjoys all things outside, sports, golf, weight lifting, swimming, and 

people in general. He says, “I am looking forward to meeting, learning, and worshiping 

with you all this summer, as God continues to reveal Godself in our own lives.”  

Blaine’s first Sunday with us is June 6. Stay after outdoor worship for games, food, and 

to welcome Blaine to Birmingham and Berkley First. 

I’ve Always Wondered... 

This July, our pastors take on the questions about our faith that you’ve always wondered about. From the great 

existential quandaries of life to the day-to-day practical applications of faith, they are ready to address your 

questions. Don’t hold back…let’s give them a challenge! Our pastors will address the most requested questions in our 

July worship services. Please send your questions to office@fumcbirmingham.org by Sunday, May 30.  

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/4afa50e8-d04a-4e21-a37a-b6c505b31718
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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Rocky Railway VBS Family Camp registration remains open through May 

31. Join us June 15-17 from 6:00-7:30 p.m. for an in-person, outdoor VBS 

family camp experience at Jaycee Park in Berkley. Invite your friends! Go to 

fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to register. Registration for the VBS Day Camp at the 

Birmingham Campus is now closed. 

We need your help! Join Children and Families Ministry to help us transform 

our campus into a VBS railroad station with mountains! We have several 

opportunities to assemble, paint, create, etc. at our VBS Crafting Nights and Decorating Days. Sign up to volunteer 

here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-vbsrocky. 

VBS Crafting Nights: 

• Wednesday, May 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

• Tuesday, June 1, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

VBS Decorating Days: June 7, 8, 9 & 10 

• 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

• 12:30-2:30 p.m. 

Rocky Railway VBS  

Join us July 18-24 at Camp Lael in Lapeer, MI as we ride along the trails John 

Wesley forged to experience the revolution of Methodism at Choir Camp 

2021. Choir Camp is for singers entering the 4th through 12th grade. In 

addition to learning about our Wesley roots, we’ll make music and memories 

to last a lifetime. Participants in Choir Camp are expected to participate in 

choir for the upcoming school year. To register, see the church website. If you 

have questions or would like more information on camp, please contact the 

music office.  

Choir Camp 2021 

Summer Mission Trips for Children and Youth 
45C Summer Mission Days….Students going into 4th, 5th and 6th grade 

are invited to join our 45C Summer Mission Days when they can engage in age

-appropriate mission work in the morning and participate in cultural tours and 

fun in the afternoon. Tuesdays, June 29, July 13, July 27 and August 10 from 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Registration for each date closes the Friday before at 

11:59 p.m. Please see the church website for more specifics and to register.  

Student Detroit (Day) Mission Trip….Middle and high school students, 

join us for our Detroit (Day) Mission Trip, June 21-23. We will spend three 

days being the hands and feet of Christ in Detroit. Students can sign up for 

one, two, or all three days. More detailed information can be found at the 

registration link. Please register by June 6. Open to current 6th-12th graders. 

We are excited for a week full of mission!   

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbsrocky
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/choir-camp-2021/
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c-summer-mission-days
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3183
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Disciple Choir Director….The Birmingham Campus is seeking candidates for the 

position of Disciple Choir Director. The Disciple Choir is for our 2nd and 3rd grade 

singers. Skills required include a Bachelor's degree in music or experience and training 

as a children’s choir director, exceptional people skills in person and via technology, 

and strong musical and vocal skills. Please visit our website for the full job description 

and the application, which should be sent to Casey Proch, Executive Director of Music 

and Worship. 

Employment Opportunity 

Desert Sisters Retreat 

Desert Sisters returns to the shores of Lake Michigan at Northport Bay Retreat House, 

September 21-24. Our retreat theme is Storycatchers: Connecting & Celebrating Our 

Pathways. The retreat will be led by Sarah Hescheles and Gwen Moore. Register on the  

church website or pick up a form at the Welcome Desk. $100 deposit will hold your place. 

All rooms are double occupancy and total cost is $325. Any questions, please contact Sarah 

Hescheles at sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. 

Summer GRIP Mom’s Group 
Summer GRIP is a mom’s group that socially gathers with time for a devotion 

and for moms to connect with other moms. Two types of gatherings offered: 

• At Birmingham First, 10:00-11:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, June 30 and July 28. 

Childcare offered. Must register 48 hours prior.  

• At Kim Bowyer’s patio/firepit, 8:00-9:30 p.m. on Wednesdays, July 14 and 

August 25. No childcare. Register by 5:00 p.m. on that day. 

See the church website to register. If you have questions, please contact Kim Bowyer, Director of Children & Families 

Ministry. 

Women in their 20s and 30s meet weekly on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. to 

connect, share about life, and study God’s word. We are kicking off a new 

series, and hope to see some new faces! We’ll look at Jen Hatmaker’s book, 

Seven. It’s our hope to simplify life and reconnect with God. This series kicks  

off on May 26 at 7:30 p.m. Contact Deacon Sarah for a Zoom link.  

Young Women’s Bible Study 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome__trashed/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/04152745/21-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/grip/
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship on the Front Lawn: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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