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Some have said that a dog is a human’s best friend. For those cat owners out there, I understand 

that many of you would beg to differ. Several years ago, after Dawn and I had to have our 

previous beloved pet, Minnie, put to sleep as she struggled with cancer, it wasn’t even a month 

before I started looking for another dog. Dawn said, “Elbert, don’t you think it’s kind of soon? 

We’re still grieving the loss of Minnie. Is this the right time for us to be looking for a new dog?” 

 

I said, “I know we are, but it’s going to take time to find a new dog. I miss coming home to 

seeing a dog in the house.” I realized that what I missed most was how a dog always looks at you 

and is so attentive to you no matter what type of mood you are in. I said, “Dawn, I need to know 

there’s someone who loves me when I come home and I’m not acting so lovable. Minnie always 

reminded me to be better.” 

 

Less than three months later, we got Ginger, our boxer, from a rescue and she does just that for 

both of us. There is something about the unconditional love of a pet, right? They bear with you 

when you’re grumpy and bring out the best in you, don’t they? She values the relationship with 

us. Although I must confess that I often remind her what a traitor she is when she gets up with 

me in the morning, goes outside, and then runs right back up to the bedroom with Dawn while I 

leave the house. Yet, when I return, she’s always happy to see me, no matter what mood I’m in. 

 

In writing to the Colossian church, the apostle Paul says, “As God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear 

with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which 

binds everything together in perfect harmony.” 

 

“Bear with one another.” Perhaps, easier said than done. While my dog seems to do this well, 

I’m not so sure that we do. 

 

In 2007, a YouTube video came out that is still viral to this very day. The other day I heard that 

it has now been removed so that the rights to the video can be sold to the highest bidder. It was a 

video of a young boy named Harry who puts his finger into the mouth of his baby brother, 
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Charlie. At first, Harry is smiling, until Charlie begins to bite down on his finger. Eventually, 

Harry yells out in the sweetest British accent, “Ow, Charlie! Owww, Charlie! That really hurt!”  

As baby Charlie lets go, he lets out a giggle that captures your heart. Harry, forgetting the pain of 

the previous moment, smiles and says, “Charlie bit me.” 

 

There’s only so much one can take, right? As much as Harry yells out, you can tell he still loves 

his baby brother as he announces what Charlie had done to him. While Harry couldn’t bear the 

pain, he does bear with his baby brother. I hope he also learned not to put his finger in Charlie’s 

mouth. 

 

I wonder if Paul, Harry, Charlie, and even Ginger have a lesson for us all as we have journeyed 

through this past year. While our politicians still seem to be bitterly embroiled in their battles and 

in winning the next election, what has happened to us in our own families? Or even in our 

communities of faith? 

 

The church in Colossae was filled with Gentile converts that seemed somewhat competitive 

among themselves. They found themselves in a culture that claimed some spiritual experiences 

made some superior to others. Some claimed being more faithful than others. There were those 

who were sowing the seeds of division among them rather than holding one another together and 

seeking to grow together in Christ. It’s one thing to preach and admonish; it’s another to claim 

spiritual superiority. Does any of this sound familiar? 

 

In the midst of this, Paul reminds them that the life of faith is not about being superior to one 

another, but about compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Charlie may bite at 

times, but don’t forget your love for Charlie. Bear with one another and forgive one another 

because you have been forgiven in Christ. 

 

Paul pushes the gentile believers to remember that faith is found in their care for one another. 

The journey of faith is not something we do alone, but in community. What is left, however, 

when we tear apart one another in community? Paul reminds them that their relationships with 

one another are key to their relationship with God in Jesus Christ who draws them together. 

 

When we discover our lives together in Christ, our greatest strengths are seen in how we witness 

to compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Living with these values, we nurture 

our relationships with one another as we seek to discover anew the Christ revealed in the other. 

 

As congressional politicians continue to be embroiled in bitter feuds (even amongst members of 

their own parties) with the desire to win the next election, it may be that there is not much light 

between the Colossians whose town was losing significance and us today. Fear can so easily 

move us to our extremes. For Paul, however, love must nr that which we put on over all. It’s love 

that has the power to transform us and our relationships with one another as well as the world 

around us. 

 

Not too long ago, a friend reached out to me because I had said something that left some 

uncertainties for him and caused some pain. Like many of you, this preacher is striving on most 

days to make sense of how to live a faithful life in a world that swirls about us on some days.  



John wrote to me and asked if we could meet so that he could share what he heard me say as well 

as his story. I’m so glad that he did. For it was in the sharing of our stories together that we were 

able to share at the level of the heart. In its truest sense, this is what Paul is getting at when he 

invites us to “Bear with one another” and to put on love. 

 

Today is Graduate Recognition Sunday. On this day, we have the great joy of honoring our 

graduates in our time of worship and offering a blessing for them as we join them on the front 

lawn in few moments. Graduates, you are almost there. You have come through a year unlike 

any other. Forget about snow days! You’ll be telling children in years to come about pandemic 

days when your junior year was cut short, when online classes became a reality, about wearing 

masks, and how you came back to class with plenty of uncertainties, the greatest of which was 

whether you, your teachers, and your families would continue to remain healthy. 

 

But YOU DID IT! And I want you to know how proud we are of you here at Birmingham First 

today. We have been praying for you, your educators, and your families. You have come to this 

time of celebration and we know that there is so much good in store for our world because of 

who you are and the grace with which you have journeyed through these days. 

 

Over the past few weeks, they have put together some words about what it has meant for them to 

belong to a church like Birmingham First. In a moment we’ll share those words with you. As you 

listen to them, take note of how you as a community of faith have been active in forming them 

and growing in relationship with them over time. This is how God works among us. You know 

it’s not only our pets that can witness God’s unconditional love, but you do, too, perhaps even 

when you least expect that you are doing it. You’re changing the world, one relationship at a 

time. 

 

Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3_VF5lko7WA 
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