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Transforming the Heart and Mind 

Almost two weeks ago, I was honored to share the invocation and benediction for 

both the 2020 and 2021 commencement ceremonies at my alma mater, Adrian 

College, where I now serve on the Board of Trustees. In robed procession, I 

joined graduates as we walked across the mall of the campus, the heart of campus 

life for many, to the stadium where they would receive their degrees. 

In that journey with them that day, I remembered a late night that I had spent 

alone on that mall as a student. I was taking a scene and lighting design course in 

the theatre department at the time. The professor assigned us the task of taking 

note of how light fell across objects. That night, I sat on a bench watching and 

sketching the light as it fell across trees, benches, and light poles all up and down 

the mall. I’m not much of an artist, but I found myself fascinated with the shadows 

that I saw before me and how an object impacted where light could be seen. 

Years later, I was walking on the Camino de Santiago in northern Spain early one morning while it was still dark 

outside. I noticed that the sun had risen behind me over the mountains when I saw my shadow begin to stretch in front 

of me. At first it was small, but it began to grow taller and taller as if extending my own reach to so much of the path 

that was before me. With my own shadow, I could reach out and touch so much more in the light of the sun that was 

shining upon me. 

As I think about the classes of 2020 and 2021 that have had educational experiences and delayed celebrations unlike 

any most of us have known in our years, I’m inspired at how these students have continued to stand in the light of 

hope. Their courage, strength, and fortitude have stretched out a mighty shadow of compassion and grace that will 

continue to impact our world in the years that are to come. Yes, much changed for them. Yet, like the caterpillars that 

emerge as butterflies from the chrysalis, so, too, they continue to spread their wings towards the limitless skies to the 

delight of all. 

During this season, God continues to transform us in so many ways. This Sunday, we’ll talk about how the 

transformation that begins with our hearts is continued with our minds so that we might blanket our world in 

compassion in the light of God’s love and grace. St. Paul once said, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 

acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2, NRSV) 

While you’re at it, don’t forget to mark your calendars for Sunday, May 23, when we’ll celebrate our graduates during 

worship and out on the front lawn afterwards. There’s even an opportunity for you to get some brunch from a local 

food truck and share some time of fellowship outside. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
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High school graduates, we want to celebrate with you! Attend worship with 

your family on May 23 at 9:30 a.m. in either the Sanctuary or Christian Life 

Center. Worship will include video testimonies from our high school seniors. 

Then join us on the lawn at 10:30 a.m. for a reception including a prayer for 

our seniors, gifts, and IXOYC Choir anthem. We’ll enjoy some brunch 

from The Iron Food Truck and fellowship as we celebrate these amazing young 

people. All from the community and our church family are welcome to this 

reception! 

High school senior families: Kindly submit a registration and senior/baby 

photos to Deacon Sarah by May 12 by registering here.   

Graduation Sunday, May 23 

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. Reservations are not required. Find all our safety protocols 

and what to expect in worship at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

Sermon across all campuses: Transformation: From the Inside Out – 

“Renewing the Mind” (Romans 12:1-10) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of Aram Mechigian by his 

family.  

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Sunday, May 16 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

We will meet by Zoom on Sunday, May 16 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! To make your 

reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.                                                                                                                            

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBFgnoiO4H7W0WUHER82oAeEuTafntYyoLDCqwrGbiBg-Wng/viewform
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 10: Julie Coopersmith 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, May 

3: Lynne Kreitz, Ed McKeehan, Parker Roberts 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Our congratulations are shared with the 

family of Addison Leigh Orlans who was baptized on May 9.  
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….that the Altar Flowers are available on June 6, 13 and 27. Cost: $60. For more information, 

please contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-646-1200 

ext. 3121.  

 ….that a link to the 2021 Endowment Dinner Program featuring Dr. Carl Price as the 

keynote speaker is now available at the new planned giving website, firstlegacy.org. Scroll to 

the bottom of the page for the link. 

….that the Circuit Rider Bookstore is holding an online Spring Book Sale with wonderful 

titles at a great price. Click here to order. Book orders can be picked up at the Welcome Desk during our open hours, 

Tuesday-Thursday from 10:00-12:00 and 12:30-2:30. The sale runs through June 10. If you have any questions about 

your order, contact Pastor Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3150.  

Did You Know... 

Rocky Railway VBS registration is open June 15-17 for children ages 2 

through 5th grade. Two options are available for all families. Invite your 

friends! Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to register. 

• 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in-person VBS day camp experience for elementary 

children on the Birmingham Campus front lawn. Preschoolers will be 

indoors. 

• 6:00-7:30 p.m. in-person, outdoor VBS family camp experience at Jaycee 

Park in Berkley. 

We need your help at VBS! Adult and youth volunteers are a critical part of the success of our camp program! 

There are several ways to contribute your talents and time. Thank you for considering to be a part of a faith-filled, fun 

event! Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to volunteer. 

• Youth (and adult) Crew Leaders guide, sing and have fun with small groups of children through station activities 

• Adult room directors manage and organize supplies, lessons, and schedule for preschool kids 

• Adult station leaders teach a daily lesson to elementary children at their station, such as Imagination Station, games 

• Adult floaters support room or station directors with the supervision of children and dissemination of supplies 

• Band members perform live VBS Rocky Railway music 

• Crafting nights create decorations (variety of evenings) 

• Decorate building and set-up rooms/stations (the week before) 

• Prep prepackaged snacks prior to the first day of VBS 

• Clean-up crew after the last day of VBS 

Railway VBS Registration is Open and We Need Your Help! 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://firstlegacy.org/
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/4afa50e8-d04a-4e21-a37a-b6c505b31718
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
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What are spiritual gifts? Who has them? More than just natural talents and 

abilities, spiritual gifts are a necessary part of the body of believers. Certain 

gifts are given to each of us by the Holy Spirit so that we can better serve 

God and one another in love and grace.  

This spring we will be looking at the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. 

Through our faith in Jesus, we have been equipped with spiritual gifts. Follow 

this link and take about 15 minutes to fill out the spiritual gifts assessment to discover how God has equipped you. 

Save or print your results, because in May we will be offering a variety of workshops to dig into the meaning and 

purpose of spiritual gifts in the life of the church.  

Workshop Dates/Times: 

May 13 at Birmingham 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

May 18 at Berkley 7:00 p.m. in Social Hall  

May 19 10:00 a.m. via Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022) 

Spiritual Gifts 

Church Folx is a new podcast where people from Birmingham and Berkley First share 

about who they are and what God is doing in their lives. Throughout the Bible, people 

are encouraged to bear witness to what they have seen and heard. Continuing in that 

tradition, this podcast offers a forum for people to get to know one another and be 

inspired. Covering topics from creative invention to food justice, battling cancer to 

foster parenting, our hope is that the stories of these Church Folx will empower you 

to share your stories, inspire others, and be part of beloved community together. 

A new podcast is offered every Wednesday. Find Church Folx at https://rss.com/

podcasts/churchfolx/. 

Church Folx Podcast 

WOW Bible Study Registration for Fall 

WOW Bible Study for women will study the Explorer Bible Study curriculum 

“Gospel of John” this fall. Classes are offered on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 

Tuesday evenings via Zoom. The series runs September 14-May 17. To 

participate in this study, women must register online at www.ebshome.org. 

Cost of materials for the full year (two workbooks) is $60. Books will be again 

be distributed in the church parking lot throughout the summer (dates TBD) 

and can be picked up from the leader’s home. For those out of state, books 

will be shipped directly from EBS headquarters. Questions? Contact Jenny 

Williams at jennygriff@comcast.net or text her at 248-330-9620.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022/
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
https://ebshome.org/
mailto:jennygriff@comcast.net


Page 5 First United Methodist Church 

Wedding Coordinator Needed 
Join our team of wedding coordinators and help families who are having a 

wedding at Birmingham First have a spectacular day. Weddings coordinators 

help the pastor at the rehearsal and assist the bridal party on the day of the 

wedding. You will be paid by the family. If you are interested, please contact 

Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. She can 

go through more specifics and answer your questions. Weddings are assigned 

based on the availability of each coordinator, but this year we are specifically 

looking for a coordinator for a wedding on August 7. Time commitment is 

roughly 90 minutes for the rehearsal and 3 hours for the wedding.  

Full job descriptions and applications are available on our website.  

Custodian….The campuses of Birmingham and Berkley First need a part-time 

custodian. Reporting to the Director of Facilities, the ideal candidate must have 

reliable transportation, be familiar with all janitorial responsibilities including cleaning, 

minor maintenance, and room set-ups for both small and large events. This individual 

must be able to lift 50 pounds and be able to work well with others as well as work 

independently. Please submit your application to Tony Kotwicki, Director of Facilities 

at building@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Worship and Music Department Assistant….The Worship and Music 

Department of Birmingham First is seeking candidates for a part-time Assistant. Reporting to the Executive Director of 

Worship and Music, this individual would support development of the church choirs, assist with the coordination of 

major music and worship events throughout the year and their publicity, and manage a variety of administrative 

tasks. Please submit your application directly to the Executive Director of Worship and Music, Casey Proch, at 

cproch@birminghamfirst.org.  

Berkley Community Connections Coordinator….The Berkley Campus is seeking applicants for the part-time 

position of Berkley Community Connections Coordinator. Working with the Campus Pastor, the ideal candidate will 

support our mission to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ by facilitating connections between Berkley 

First and the wider community. This will include creating and implementing special events throughout the year and 

reaching the community through a variety of social media. Applications should be submitted to Zack Dunlap, Berkley 

Campus Pastor, at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org. 

Employment Opportunities 

Desert Sisters Retreat 

Desert Sisters returns to the shores of Lake Michigan at Northport Bay Retreat House, 

September 21-24. Our retreat theme is Storycatchers: Connecting & Celebrating Our 

Pathways. The retreat will be led by Sarah Hescheles and Gwen Moore. Registration opens 

to all women on May 15; forms will be available at the church and on the church website. 

$100 deposit will hold your place. All rooms are double occupancy and total cost is $325. 

Any questions, please contact Sarah Hescheles at sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome__trashed/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:building@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/04152745/21-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Reservations are no longer needed for in-person worship.  

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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