
May 2, 2021 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Good morning! I’m Rev. Susie Hierholzer, and together with Pastor Rachael Dunlap, we have 

had the pleasure of teaching confirmation this year. And what a year it has been! These young 

persons persevered through the pandemic to learn about their faith and choose to take 

responsibility for their own faith journey. They are resilient, they think deeply and seriously, 

they ask great questions. It has been quite the journey. Thank you, parents, for walking with 

them in their faith and placing value on confirming their faith. Thank you, church, for nurturing 

and supporting these young persons. Thank you to our Discipleship Team, who teaches and leads 

our young people and who model God’s love and grace every day. And thank you to Marc 

Tomlinson and Tricia Olevnik who gave their time to journey with our confirmands. 

 

One of the things we learn in confirmation class is how to create a Rule of Life, a document in 

which you pick a scripture that speaks to your life right now, and then you make a few goals to 

help you strengthen your relationship with God and live your faith ways that allows for God to 

change the world through you. You can read all of our confirmands’ guiding scriptures in your 

program. This morning some of our confirmands are going to share the scriptures that speak to 

what they are experiencing in their lives right now.  

 

Kate A > Isaiah 40:31 But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They will 

soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and 

not faint.  

 

Evan > Joshua 1:9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 

discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.  

 

Brooks > Philippians 4:13 For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me 

strength. 

 

Reed > Isaiah 41:10 Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right 

hand.  

 

 Will > John 14:27 I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace 

I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.  
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Caroline > Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know that plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They 

are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future of hope.   

 

Declan > 1 Peter 5:7 Give all your cares and worries to God, for he cares about you.  

 

Emme > Deuteronomy 31:6 So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not 

panic before them. For the Lord your God will personally go ahead of you. He will 

neither fail you nor abandon you.  

 

Ben > John 3:17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the 

world through him. 

 

Penn > Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 

understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.  

 

Joe > Psalm 120:1 I took my troubles to the Lord; I cried out to him, and he answered my 

prayer.  
  

Let us pray:  Lord, open our hearts to your word that we might not only come to understand your 

way, but also have the desire to live it, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

  

This year in our confirmation class, we explored many topics: God and Jesus, the church, our 

faith, how we live our faith, and more. We learned how Methodism is unique within Christianity.  

We talked about how we express our faith differently than those who practice Christianity as 

Lutherans, Catholics, Baptists, etc. We learned the history of Methodism, what the sacraments 

are and why we practice them, how to listen to God, and how to rely on our faith when making 

decisions about life. The confirmands kept a journal throughout the year to write down important 

stuff and to answer questions that we asked them to journal about. At the end of the year, they 

used their journals to answer the eight questions that have become their faith statement. A faith 

statement is simply that: a statement about what you believe. We need to be able to articulate 

what we believe, otherwise how can we responsibly live our faith and show people the goodness 

of God’s love and grace. Today, our confirmands will share parts of their faith statements with 

all of you. 

 

To begin our faith statement, we ask the questions: “What is God like?” and “How do you hear 

God speaking to you?” The confirmands responded with a variety of answers that reflect each of 

their individual relationships with God. Let’s hear from them: Kate A, Evan, Brooks, Miles 

 

Next we explored sin, repentance, redemption and Jesus. For this part of their faith statement we 

ask the questions: “Who is Jesus Christ?” and “What has he done for you?” Let’s hear from our 

confirmands: Niki, Naveen, Samantha, Carsen 

 

We spent a lot of time talking about the Holy Spirit. This is a topic that many in the church want 

to avoid because the spirit is mysterious and unpredictable. The Holy Spirit has been associated 

with some faith movements with which we feel uncomfortable. God’s Spirit should be anything 

but uncomfortable. The Spirit empowers us. It is our advocate, our guide. Sometimes it is even 
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the agitator that compels us to seek justice. The Holy Spirit’s movement among us and within us 

ought to be celebrated. For our faith statement we ask the questions: “What is the Holy Spirit?” 

and “How do you sense God’s Spirit in your life?”  Reed, Olivia, Carsen, Kate M 

 

We spent a lot of time talking about what the church is and what it is not, how the church should 

function, and what we are called to do as the Body of Christ in the world. The purpose of the 

church is listed on the back page of the confirmation program. It is also on the screen. Read it 

with me: Our purpose is to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry 

and mission in the world.  
  

How we live into our purpose comes from our core values. These are the thing we value most, 

the things that are at the core of who we are. Read these with me:  

Our core values are grounded in God’s unconditional love.  

Everything we do represents our Christ-centered response to God’s grace. We strive to: 

Welcome all, put love into action, honor God though excellence, embrace bold vision, 

encourage lifelong spiritual growth, and support one another.  
  

If we’re going to make disciples of Jesus Christ, then we, the church, have to do the things that 

Jesus did, and what Jesus did was to feed the hungry, care for the sick, speak out for those whose 

voice will not be heard, love one another, heal one another, want every person to not just live, 

but to be the best version of themselves. Everything Jesus did was grounded in God’s love. He 

welcomed all, he put God’s love into action. He inspired a bold vision of God’s kingdom on 

earth as it is in heaven. We live into the mission of the church by following the example of Jesus 

as we live into our faith. Let’s hear from our Confirmands on “What is the Church?” and “What 

does God call the Church to do?” Will, Niki, Caroline, Declan 

  

We studied the sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion, as well as other rites of the church 

including Holy Marriage, Funerals, and Healing and Anointing. We explored how Holy 

Marriage is different from a Civil Marriage, discovered why anybody can conduct a funeral 

service, and learned what it means to be healed in the name of Jesus. 
  

In Holy Communion we explored the meaning of the sacrament and what we believe about the 

elements. We learned why everyone is welcome at God’s table in our church, including children, 

and we know why we use grape juice instead of wine. Let’s hear from our confirmands as they 

answer the questions: “What is Holy Communion?” and “Why do we practice it?” Olivia, 

Naveen, Seth 

  

We talked about baptism, what it means, who does the work, how long it lasts, and more. We 

talked about sprinkling versus dunking or spraying, why we believe infant baptism is okay, and 

what it means to confirm our faith once we have been baptized. Confirmands, “What happens 

when we are baptized?” and “How do we live into our baptism?” Olivia, Emily 

 

Grace was one of the other topics I spent a lot of time on because more than anything else. I want 

these young persons to know that God gives us grace even when we don’t give it to ourselves, 

every single time we mess up and need to start over. Even when we don’t deserve it, God gives 

us grace. And because of God’s grace, we can give grace to one another. Let’s hear them answer 
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the questions: “Describe a time in your life when you’ve received God’s grace,” and “How will 

you give grace to those around you?” Ben, Sienna, Penn, Joey 

  

And finally, we spent some time talking about the tools we use to make decisions about our faith.  

Confirmation isn’t designed to give you all the answers about your faith, but it is designed to 

equip you with the tools necessary to engage your faith, to live it, to doubt it, to be assured of it, 

to expand it, and to live into it throughout our lives. Our confirmands will answer the question: 

“What are your tools for making decisions about how you live your faith?” Sienna, Kate M 

  

As you can see, these young people learned a lot this year about the church, about God, and 

about who they are called to be. Their faith has grown, their knowledge of the church has 

increased, and I believe they are well prepared to take responsibility for continuing their own 

spiritual formation. That means that as they confirm their faith today, they are taking on the 

responsibility of responsibly practicing their faith in the world, of strengthening the church with 

their gifts and service, and of seeking out ways to continue to grow in their relationship with 

God. Once they are confirmed, these young people are invited to be involved in the church on 

every level: serving in worship and other ministries, being members of various leadership teams, 

even raising their voice on important decisions within the church. Congregation, I hope your 

faith has been strengthened by all that you have seen and heard today, and that you are inspired 

to live into your baptism as together we seek to be the body of Christ and continue the work that 

Jesus began in this world.   

  

Confirmands, it has been Pastor Rachael’s and my privilege to walk with you through 

confirmation. We have prayed for you on this journey, and our prayers for each of you will not 

cease after today. Together, with the other pastors and our whole congregation, we will continue 

to uphold you, nurture you, and love you throughout your life. We pray for every decision you 

will make, for every circumstance you face in life, and especially we pray that your relationship 

with God and with the church would grow stronger each day. The work that God has begun 

within each of you and among all of us, let that transformation of our lives continue as we 

become the people that God calls us and gathers us to be. Amen.  
 

 


