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Confirmation Sunday 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord… 

“plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV) 

At Birmingham and Berkley First, God has some great plans for us that we are living into 

right now. This Sunday, we’ll be confirming 22 youth in the Christian Life Center at 

Birmingham First at 9:30 a.m. and welcoming them into our membership. Pastors Susie and 

Rachael were just sharing with me how inspiring it was to read their statements of faith as 

they prepare to become full members of the United Methodist Church this week. 

Did you know that you have been a significant part of their journey with Jesus Christ? 

Your prayers for them, your support of the programs that have nurtured them, your presence in worship with them, 

and your words and acts of encouragement have led them closer to Jesus. These amazing youth give us such great hope 

for the Church as they share what God has been doing in their lives through the ministries of this church. God is 

moving among them. There may even be a pastor or deacon in their midst, as well, as they continue to discover God’s 

call upon their lives. 

As you know, confirmation is a beginning of this next step in their faith journey. You will not want to miss worship in 

the CLC this week as they give witness to God’s work in their lives. (There is no worship in the Sanctuary on May 2.) 

Your faithful nurture and investment in our young people creates the future that God continues to lead us into for the 

next 200 years. 

Following Confirmation Sunday, throughout the rest of May our clergy team is excited to be leading our next series, 

entitled Transformation: How God Works Slowly within Us. St. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, that one is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Similar to the caterpillar that 

enters a cocoon, God is always transforming us and our world from the inside out. We’ll look at how God works 

among us and through us to transform our hearts, our minds, our relationships, and our lives. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for a celebration of our graduates on May 23, complete with a food truck for 

brunch outdoors following worship indoors. On May 30, as we move out to the front lawn for the summer, we’ll 

celebrate Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, with a fresh wind of the Spirit of God calling us together and sending 

us into the world. 

Indeed, God has great plans for you, for us, and for our world as we step into this future filled with hope and love for a 

world longing for a transformation and renewal that begins with us…right now…in these moments…as the Spirit 

breathes into us yet again. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Tuesday, April 

20: Chuck Truza 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Aaron and Louise Stubbs and family on the death of her 

mother, Betsy Durfee, on April 18 in Toledo, Ohio. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Gayle Roberts and family on the death of her mother, 

Joyce Roberts, on April 25.  

Sunday, May 2 is Confirmation Sunday! All are invited to worship in the 

Christian Life Center at 9:30 a.m. to celebrate and welcome our confirmands 

into membership. This will be a combined service of the Sanctuary and CLC 

worshiping communities. The service will also be livestreamed at both the 

Sanctuary and CLC links on our website and the Birmingham First Facebook 

page. Reservations are not necessary.  

Combined CLC and Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of Forrest E. Fox by his 

daughters, Kyle and Kerry. 

Berkley Worship (10:00): Emergence: “The Journey Begins” (John 15:1-8, 12-17) – Anika-Kafi Summers preaching 

Sunday, May 2 

High school graduates, we want to celebrate with you! Attend worship with your 

family on May 23 at 9:30 a.m. in either the Sanctuary or Christian Life Center. 

Worship will include video testimonies from our high school seniors. 

Then join us on the lawn at 10:30 a.m. for a reception including a prayer for our 

seniors, gifts, and IXOYC Choir anthem. We’ll enjoy some brunch from The Iron 

Food Truck and fellowship as we celebrate these amazing young people. All from the 

community and our church family are welcome to this reception! 

High school senior families: Kindly submit a registration and senior/baby photos to 

Deacon Sarah by May 12 by registering here.   

Graduation Sunday, May 23 

Church Folx is a new podcast where people from Birmingham and Berkley First share 

about who they are and what God is doing in their lives. Throughout the Bible, people 

are encouraged to bear witness to what they have seen and heard. Continuing in that 

tradition, this podcast offers a forum for people to get to know one another and be 

inspired. Covering topics from creative invention to food justice, battling cancer to 

foster parenting, our hope is that the stories of these Church Folx will empower you 

to share your stories, inspire others, and be part of beloved community together. 

A new podcast is offered every Wednesday. Find Church Folx at https://rss.com/

podcasts/churchfolx/. 

Church Folx Podcast 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBFgnoiO4H7W0WUHER82oAeEuTafntYyoLDCqwrGbiBg-Wng/viewform
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
https://rss.com/podcasts/churchfolx/
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….that the Altar Flowers are available on May 16 and 23. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet 

Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org for more information or to reserve a date.  

….that we thank our Blood Drive donors, those who tried to donate, the volunteers, and 

Tony and Gary in maintenance for a successful blood drive on April 21. We collected 76 units 

impacting 228 lives, and we had 17 first time donors! Thank you for being the church in such a 

life saving way. Our next blood drive is Thursday, July 15. You can schedule your time now at 

fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive. 

….that the Rummage Committee and the Executive Board of United Methodist Women want to thank you for your 

continued support of our Rummage Sales. Due to COVID, we will not be holding a spring 2021 sale, however, we 

have great plans for a October 2021 sale. Please store your rummage gifts at your house as the church does not have any 

capacity to receive early rummage. Unsolicited drop offs of rummage result in increased disposal costs. For questions 

regarding special rummage items, please contact Mary Jane Russell at 248-225-6518. Thank you for your 

understanding.    

….that you can help supply the needs of Unaccompanied Migrant Children by donating new and gently used 

clothing for boys and girls ages 2 through 17, slip-on and Velcro shoes, new socks and underwear, games, toys, and 

toiletries. A donation bin will be outside the Christian Life Center entrance through May 7.  

….that Michigan Community VNA is offering COVID Vaccinations to anyone over the age of 18. To make an 

appointment, email your request for a vaccine to Covid@vna.org. A link will be sent to you with the option to sign up 

for the date and time you want. They currently are offering the Johnson and Johnson vaccine as well as Moderna. 

Vaccinations are given at their offices at 30800 Telegraph Road, Suite 1728, in Bingham Farms (13/Telegraph area).    

Did You Know... 

Full job descriptions and applications are available on our website.  

Custodian….The campuses of Birmingham and Berkley First need a part-time 

custodian. Reporting to the Director of Facilities, the ideal candidate must have 

reliable transportation, be familiar with all janitorial responsibilities including cleaning, 

minor maintenance, and room set-ups for both small and large events. This individual 

must be able to lift 50 pounds and be able to work well with others as well as work 

independently. Please submit your application to Tony Kotwicki, Director of Facilities 

at building@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Worship and Music Department Assistant….The Worship and Music 

Department of Birmingham First is seeking candidates for a part-time Assistant. Reporting to the Executive Director of 

Worship and Music, this individual would support development of the church choirs, assist with the coordination of 

major music and worship events throughout the year and their publicity, and manage a variety of administrative 

tasks. Please submit your application directly to the Executive Director of Worship and Music, Casey Proch, at 

cproch@birminghamfirst.org.  

Berkley Community Connections Coordinator….The Berkley Campus is seeking applicants for the part-time 

position of Berkley Community Connections Coordinator. Working with the Campus Pastor, the ideal candidate will 

support our mission to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ by facilitating connections between Berkley 

First and the wider community. This will include creating and implementing special events throughout the year and 

reaching the community through a variety of social media. Applications should be submitted to Zack Dunlap, Berkley 

Campus Pastor, at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org. 

Employment Opportunities 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
mailto:Covid@vna.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome__trashed/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:building@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
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Food and Supply Drive, May 2-9 

COVID is still running high in Michigan and so are the needs of the local 

organizations we support. Hunger and Missions are joining together again to 

sponsor a food/supply drive. Please read the list carefully, as many of the needs 

have changed. Drop the following items in bins outside the CLC entrance from 

Sunday, May 2 to Sunday, May 9. What better gift to give in honor of your 

mother! 

If you can help with sorting on May 10 or distribution on May 11, please respond to Laura Dickerson 

at Ldickerson@comcast.net or 248-709-7749 or use the SignUp Genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-food1. 

• Fresh fruits and vegetables (drop off May 8-9) 

• Lunch meats - turkey, chicken, ham (drop off May 8-9) 

• Sliced American and Swiss cheese (drop off May 8-9) 

• Soft drinks and snacks (chips, pretzels, cookies) 

• Lunch snacks, chips, pretzels, etc. and cookies - 

individually wrapped 

• Instant regular coffee 

• Regular coffee 

• Non-perishable food such as canned goods, cereal, and 

particularly children’s food - mac n’ cheese, peanut 

butter, soup, Goldfish 

• Rice and pasta 

• Large bags/boxes of rice and instant potatoes 

• Salad dressings (small bottles and varieties) 

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and 

solutions, hand/dish/laundry soap, Ajax, kitchen & 

shower cleaners, PineSol type cleaner 

• Laundry pods and dryer sheets 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, tissues 

• Gloves, masks, gowns 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) 

• Body lotion/wash 

• Personal care items like feminine products 

• Rubbing alcohol (71% or more)  

• Sunscreen 

• Baby items (shampoo, wipes, lotion, etc.)/Pull-ups 

• Diapers - all sizes including adult and children 

• Adult bladder pads 

• Reusable water bottles 

• Plastic spoons and forks 

• Ziplock bags - sandwich and gallon sizes 

• All in one Twin/Twin XL bedding sets like you would 

buy for a college dorm with sheets, blankets, pillows 

and pillow cases, and comforter (10 requested) 

What are spiritual gifts? Who has them? More than just natural talents and 

abilities, spiritual gifts are a necessary part of the body of believers. Certain 

gifts are given to each of us by the Holy Spirit so that we can better serve 

God and one another in love and grace.  

This spring we will be looking at the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. 

Through our faith in Jesus, we have been equipped with spiritual gifts. Follow 

this link and take about 15 minutes to fill out the spiritual gifts assessment to discover how God has equipped you. 

Save or print your results, because in May we will be offering a variety of workshops to dig into the meaning and 

purpose of spiritual gifts in the life of the church.  

Workshop Dates/Times: 

May 13 at Birmingham 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

May 18 at Berkley 7:00 p.m. in Social Hall  

May 19 10:00 a.m. via Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022) 

Spiritual Gifts 

mailto:Ldickerson@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-food1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-food1
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022/
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Rocky Railway VBS registration is open June 15-17 for children ages 2 

through 5th grade. Two options are available for all families. Invite your 

friends! Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to register. 

• 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in-person VBS day camp experience for elementary 

children on the Birmingham Campus front lawn. Preschoolers will be 

indoors. 

• 6:00-7:30 p.m. in-person, outdoor VBS family camp experience at Jaycee 

Park in Berkley. 

We need your help at VBS! Adult and youth volunteers are a critical part of the success of our camp program! 

There are several ways to contribute your talents and time. Thank you for considering to be a part of a faith-filled, fun 

event! Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to volunteer. 

• Youth (and adult) Crew Leaders guide, sing and have fun with small groups of children through station activities 

• Adult room directors manage and organize supplies, lessons, and schedule for preschool kids 

• Adult station leaders teach a daily lesson to elementary children at their station, such as Imagination Station, games 

• Adult floaters support room or station directors with the supervision of children and dissemination of supplies 

• Band members perform live VBS Rocky Railway music 

• Crafting nights create decorations (variety of evenings) 

• Decorate building and set-up rooms/stations (the week before) 

• Prep prepackaged snacks prior to the first day of VBS 

• Clean-up crew after the last day of VBS 

VBS Crafting Donations Needed! We are collecting recycled goods to help us make Rocky Railway VBS 

decorations. Please label items for VBS and drop off any items listed below by May 9 at the CLC doors. If you have 

any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org: 

• Plastic or metal coffee cans 

• Thick/sturdy cardboard tubes from carpet, fabric, or shipping (4-5 ft in length or longer)  

• Large square or rectangular cardboard boxes (Can be flat or in original shape) 

Railway VBS Registration is Open and We Need Your Help! 

5th Annual Endowment Dinner 

We are excited to share news regarding this year’s annual Endowment Dinner. 

Our keynote speaker is Dr. Carl Price, offering a message on “Writing Your 

Own Ending.” 

Following the best public health advice available, we have decided to produce a 

virtual Endowment Dinner program with the option of still having dinner on 

us! The Endowment Dinner program will premier virtually on Friday, April 30, 

at 6:00 p.m. and may be viewed then or anytime following. 

Register today to receive a direct link to the online program as well as to learn how you can enjoy dinner courtesy of 

the Endowment Board while viewing the program. We encourage you to register for our Endowment Dinner online at 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3179 or by calling 248-646-1200 on Wednesday 

from 10:00-12:00 and 12:30-2:30. Registration closes at the end of the day on Wednesday, April 28.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3179


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Reservations are no longer needed for in-person worship.  

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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