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A friend and colleague serves a United Methodist Church that has a beautiful outdoor courtyard 

and memorial garden right at the center of their building. The only way to get to the courtyard is 

to go through the church…or drop down out of the sky. Well, that’s exactly what a pair of ducks 

did several years ago. They dropped down right out of the sky and into the courtyard for a visit.  

Everyone thought it was the greatest sight to see the ducks in the courtyard. Even the ducks liked 

the courtyard. In fact, they liked it so much that they decided to make their temporary home right 

there in the courtyard, with the female building a nest and laying her eggs. 

 

For the next several weeks, the congregation and staff watched the ducks and the nest to see what 

might happen. As you would expect, the ducklings eventually hatched from the eggs. When the 

babies began to grow up and leave the nest, they were confined to the courtyard. At some point, 

the staff of the church noticed the frustration of the adult ducks when it was time for the 

ducklings to go exploring more. The parents could easily fly into and out of the courtyard, but 

not the baby ducks. 

 

They decided to open up the doors of the church to the courtyard and usher the ducklings and 

their parents through the halls and out the doors to their parking lot and the fields around them.  

The only problem is that the adult ducks are creatures of habit. They have returned to this 

welcoming church for the past several years now to welcome new ducklings into the world.  

Each year, as the hatching time approaches, the staff and congregation gather to watch these 

creatures of habit walk through the halls and out the exterior doors of the building. Talk about 

hospitality! 

 

I don’t think ducks are the only creatures of habit, though, are they? We human beings are 

creatures of habit as well at times, are we not? We, too, have our comfortable routines that can 

sometimes leave us caught inside the courtyard without a way out. 

 

After a year-long pandemic, in so many ways we find ourselves longing for the days that were 

before this year started. I don’t know about you, but I look forward to the return of family 

celebrations and events, summer baseball games, and vacations away from home. This weekend, 
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my wife, Dawn, went down to see her mother in Florida. Like many of you, she hasn’t been able 

to give her a hug or visit her mom in person for over a year. Her mom was vaccinated in January 

and Dawn is now fully vaccinated, so the risk is lowered for both of them to see one another 

again as the senior housing complex where her mom lives opened earlier this year. Together, 

we’ve learned what’s really important in these days. We don’t ever want to take family, friends, 

and the relationships we’ve shared for granted. 

 

Yet, our world has changed so much around us in this past year. When our world changes, it’s 

easy for us to want to retreat to what we know, to the routines that feel safe, even if it means 

avoiding the new life we’ve received. 

 

As someone who struggles with weight loss, I understand that lifestyle changes are difficult.  

This past year has been a blessing in that we’ve had more meals together at home. That’s 

resulted in more time together cooking and sharing about our days and what’s going on in life.  

It’s not only been good for the body, but also for our souls and spirits. It’s all too easy to jump 

into the routine, however, of grabbing something quick to keep up with an increasing schedule, 

whether or not the choice is the healthiest option for me. 

 

Certainly, this is the case for Peter and several of the disciples who returned to the Sea of Galilee 

to what they knew best…fishing. Following Jesus’ death and resurrection, even after Thomas, 

the Doubter, sees the risen Christ, the fisherman return to the sea and to fishing. Creatures of 

habit, they return to a familiar routine. And Jesus meets them there. On the very shores where he 

first called them and to which they have now returned, Jesus meets them there.. 

 

Do you remember Peter’s story? He was the rock on whom Jesus was planning to build the 

Church. Yet, just a few days before this, Peter was waiting in a courtyard of Caiaphas, the high 

priest, while Jesus was on trial before the council. Three times, someone asked Peter if he was a 

disciple of Jesus. Three times, Peter denied it, “I am not.” One of those was even the relative of a 

servant whose ear Peter had cut off. But each time, Peter didn’t simply deny Jesus. No, Peter 

denied himself; he denied who he was. When Jesus needed him most, Peter lost himself. 

 

Now, following the resurrection, Jesus meets him on the shores of Galilee as he’s stopped fishing 

for people and returned to fishing for fish; returned to what he knew best. It’s no wonder that 

Peter and the others would come back here. What would they do now, anyway, without Jesus? 

The night that Jesus was betrayed, Peter had lost his identity. It was as if he had forgotten who he 

was as he tried to stay safe in that moment. 

 

So Jesus begins the conversation with Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 

these?” Three times, Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” Three times, Peter says, “You know 

that I love you.” It’s almost as if Peter knows that Jesus knows what happened that night. He’s 

even saddened when it happens the third time as if he can hear the cock crow. 

 

And three times Jesus responds with similar words: “Feed my lambs,” “Tend my sheep,” and 

“Feed my sheep.” 
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A few days ago, Peter denied he ever had a relationship with Jesus. Now Jesus was inviting him 

to own his identity again in the very place where he was first called, Jesus met him to remind 

him who he was and what he was called to do. It’s as if the three questions and Peter’s adamant 

response is an act of grace in the face of Peter’s three-fold denial days before. 

 

Yet, it’s not just enough to say it. Jesus invites Peter to show it. “If you love me, then you’ll care 

for my sheep.” And Peter, the denier, the one who had fallen from grace, becomes the very rock 

on which the Church is built. Jesus makes room for reconciliation and restoration by reminding 

Peter of his identity, an identity formed in the very image of love. Along the shores once more, 

Jesus invites Peter saying, “Follow me.” 

 

When Jesus comes to Peter asking him if he loves him, he not only tells him what love looks 

like, but he shows him as well. Lost and back in the habit, Jesus seeks Peter out and feeds this 

sheep. And now he’s inviting Peter to do the same, saying, “Follow me. What you’ve 

experienced, I want you to do. What you have felt, act it out now.” 

 

Bishop Michael Curry, the presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church and the guest preacher at 

the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, writes in his book, Love Is the Way: Holding 

on to Hope in Troubling Times:  

 

If God is love, and love is an action, you’ve only got to get out there and do it. 

You’ve got to get out there and receive it. And the easiest way to do that is to 

become a part of a community of people who want to give and receive love, to 

liberate themselves from the tyranny of self to look outward. From a small gesture 

to a large sacrifice, every day provides an opportunity to do love…1 

 

As Bob Goff says, “Love does.” Love is an action that is lived out towards the other. This is 

what Jesus is inviting Peter to experience and to witness in his life. If Peter is to be the rock on 

which the Church is built, the very body of Christ, it will be seen in a love that is lived out for 

one another and for the world around us. 

 

It seems so simple, but it’s quite radical when we think of the many ways our world seems stuck 

in cycles of violence that lead to mass shootings, self-preservation that leads to an inward focus, 

and systems that elevate some while others are cast aside. What transformation will we see in the 

world if we end up in the same place as we were before the pandemic began? Could it be that 

this is the time that Jesus is meeting us by our own Sea of Galilee and inviting us once again to 

follow; to follow in the way that leads to a greater realization of the blessed community; to 

follow in the way that leads to life; to love like the kin-dom of God is present in this moment? 

Because it is, Church! 

 

This past week, as the verdict was handed down in the case of the man who took the life of 

George Floyd, many felt that justice had been served. At the same time, however, we remember 

how much work we still have to do as we seek to live out the image of the blessed community of 

love in Jesus Christ. To be that community requires us to move beyond what has been into 

something new. And it begins when we focus outwardly on the other. 
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The body of Christ has the opportunity to hold out hope and love for restoration and 

reconciliation when we live in the midst of these difficult moments and walk among the 

brokenness of our world. The Church has the capacity to love in ways that are transformational.  

It is the Church that stands with the broken and hurting, calling out for justice. It is also the 

Church that has reached out through our youth to share gratitude with first responders, fire 

fighters, police officers and frontline healthcare workers, sharing ice cream to let them know 

they are loved. The Church has the opportunity to call for justice and to lead us towards healing 

and restoration. Here in this place, we follow the one whose call to follow involves the valuing 

of every life and a call to love. 

 

On the northwestern shores of the Sea of Galilee, there stands a church called The Church of the 

Primacy of St. Peter. In tradition, it was built to remember the story of Peter who was the rock on 

whom the Church would be built. As you stand looking at the building, you’ll notice that it is 

built over a big rock. Inside the building is a flame that constantly burns in memory of the 

campfire where Jesus made fish and had breakfast with Peter and the disciples. Outside on the 

shores, however, there are six stones leading from the church towards the sea. They are shaped 

like hearts. They are said to represent the three times that Peter was asked, “Do you love me,” 

and his response. The last one is bigger than the others. On some days the waters of the sea come 

up closer to those stones, almost as if the last stone invites you to step into the sea, trusting the 

call to follow. 

 

Could it be that Jesus stands inviting us to do the same today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Curry, Bishop Michael and Sara Grace. Love Is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times. (New York: 

Avery, 2020), 29. 

 


