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A Double Sunrise 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end;  

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  

                                                                 Lamentations 3:22-23 

Just two weeks ago, I stood in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center with Pastor 

Suzanne and a group of people who gathered together for our Easter sunrise service. It 

was a beautiful morning as the sun rose just behind the cross that day. Hope and life were 

springing up around us in so many ways. It’s hard to match the life we receive as a new day 

begins. 

A few years ago, while I was on a hiking trip, I rose early every morning and was out on the trail well before the sun 

came up each day. I often had to use my flashlight to see the trail ahead of me. When the sun did come up, it was 

always a welcome sight. 

One morning, I had the joy of seeing the sun rise twice. I was hiking through the mountains and saw it on the plains 

before I crossed over the next mountain. On the other side, night seemed to return until the sun came up over the 

mountain again. A double sunrise was such a beautiful gift of God. 

Have you ever had a day where you’ve needed a second sunrise? Perhaps you missed the first on one side of the 

mountain and you need the chance to start afresh, even before tomorrow comes. Some days, it’s hard to see the sun 

shining when we’re so focused on the road and what’s right in front of us. Certainly that was the case for the disciples 

as they lived in those initial days beyond the first Easter. Yet, Jesus showed up time and time again, inviting them to 

make room for the new life that was available to them right now. 

Spring and the Easter season bring us opportunities to experience life and restoration in the world around us, in the 

Church, and in our individual lives. This week, as we continue our Spring Cleaning series, even Peter gets an opportunity 

to experience a double sunrise, a new life, as Jesus helps him make more room to live love out loud. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

P.S. Don’t forget to mark your calendars and join us online or in person for our Confirmation celebration as we 

welcome some new young members into our life together on Sunday, May 2 at 9:30 a.m. at Birmingham First. Check 

out more about it further into Steeple Notes. 



Page 2 April 21, 2021 

Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

April 20: Chuck Truza 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

April 13: Carrie Morse, Parker Roberts 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Bill Burnett and family on the death of his wife, Miranda, 

on April 19. A family service with livestream will be held on June 5. Click here to read her obituary.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Neil Wester, who died on April 

19. His ashes will be placed in the Memorial Garden.  

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. We no longer require a reservation to attend worship. 

Find all our safety protocols and what to expect in worship at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

 

Sermon across all campuses: Spring Cleaning: “Making Room for 

Restoration” (John 21:15-19) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Joyce Stanton by her 

family. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Sunday, April 25 

Sunday, May 2 is Confirmation Sunday! All are invited to worship in the 

Christian Life Center at 9:30 a.m. to celebrate and welcome our confirmands 

into membership. This will be a combined service of the Sanctuary and CLC 

worshiping communities. The service will also be livestreamed at both the 

Sanctuary and CLC links on our website and the Birmingham First Facebook 

page.  

Confirmation Sunday  

https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Miranda-Schuler-Burnett?obId=20841995#/obituaryInfo
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
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5th Annual Endowment Dinner 

We are excited to share news regarding this year’s annual Endowment Dinner. 

Our keynote speaker is Dr. Carl Price, offering a message on “Writing Your 

Own Ending.” 

Following the best public health advice available, we have decided to produce a 

virtual Endowment Dinner program with the option of still having dinner on 

us! The Endowment Dinner program will premier virtually on Friday, April 30, 

at 6:00 p.m. and may be viewed then or anytime following. 

Register today to receive a direct link to the online program as well as to learn how you can enjoy dinner courtesy of 

the Endowment Board while viewing the program. We encourage you to register for our Endowment Dinner online at 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3179 or by calling 248-646-1200, Tuesday-

Thursday from 10:00-12:00 and 12:30-2:30.  

What are spiritual gifts? Who has them? More than just natural talents and 

abilities, spiritual gifts are a necessary part of the body of believers. Certain 

gifts are given to each of us by the Holy Spirit so that we can better serve 

God and one another in love and grace.  

This spring we will be looking at the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. 

Through our faith in Jesus, we have been equipped with spiritual gifts. Follow 

this link and take about 15 minutes to fill out the spiritual gifts assessment to discover how God has equipped you. 

Save or print your results, because in May we will be offering a variety of workshops to dig into the meaning and 

purpose of spiritual gifts in the life of the church.  

Workshop Dates/Times: 

May 13 at Birmingham 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

May 18 at Berkley 7:00 p.m. in Social Hall  

May 19 10:00 a.m. via Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022) 

Spiritual Gifts 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on May 16 and 23. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet 

Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org for more information or to reserve a date.  

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. 

For the week of April 25, the Voice of Hope message will be recorded by Greg LaBrake with 

the title “I’m Waiting for the Son.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that you are invited to join Cass Community Social Services at their upcoming Annual 

Dinner on Friday, June 4 at 6:00 p.m. at the Fox Hills Country Club in Plymouth. The event will be held outside to 

ensure all safety protocols are observed. Last year Cass had to cancel this significant event due to COVID, but not this 

year! Come and hear about their many accomplishments and exciting plans for 2021. More information to come soon. 

See casscommunity.org. 

Did You Know... 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3179
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://casscommunity.org/
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This is UMCOR Sunday 

In a year like no other, we are unable to use displays of ladders, hard hats, 

tools, ladders and a bell to ring to announce a donation. So we are asking that 

you give generously to UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

UMCOR Sunday will be celebrated on April 25. Just mail a donation to the 

church or use your online giving. 

UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United 

States and internationally. Our efforts are targeted in places where natural 

disasters, wars or conflict have done so much damage that communities are unable to recover on their own. UMCOR 

seeks to empower local hospitals, schools, churches and other stakeholders by enhancing their capacity to address 

these issues. Please give as you are able. 

Thank you in advance for your generous contribution. The UMCOR Sunday offering covers their administrative costs 

so donations during the year can go directly to support relief efforts following specific disasters.  

Food and Supply Drive, May 2-9 

COVID is still running high in Michigan and so are the needs of the local 

organizations we support. Hunger and Missions are joining together again to 

sponsor a food/supply drive. Please read the list carefully, as many of the needs 

have changed. Drop the following items in bins outside the CLC entrance from 

Sunday, May 2 to Sunday, May 9. What better gift to give in honor of your 

mother! 

If you can help with sorting on May 10 or distribution on May 11, please respond to Laura Dickerson 

at Ldickerson@comcast.net or 248-709-7749 or use the SignUp Genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-food1. 

• Fresh fruits and vegetables (drop off May 8-9) 

• Lunch meats - turkey, chicken, ham (drop off May 8-9) 

• Sliced American and Swiss cheese (drop off May 8-9) 

• Soft drinks and snacks (chips, pretzels, cookies) 

• Lunch snacks, chips, pretzels, etc. and cookies - 

individually wrapped 

• Instant regular coffee 

• Regular coffee 

• Non-perishable food such as canned goods, cereal, and 

particularly children’s food - mac n’ cheese, peanut 

butter, soup, Goldfish 

• Rice and pasta 

• Large bags/boxes of rice and instant potatoes 

• Salad dressings (small bottles and varieties) 

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and 

solutions, hand/dish/laundry soap, Ajax, kitchen & 

shower cleaners, PineSol type cleaner 

• Laundry pods and dryer sheets 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, tissues 

• Gloves, masks, gowns 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) 

• Body lotion/wash 

• Personal care items like feminine products 

• Rubbing alcohol (71% or more)  

• Sunscreen 

• Baby items (shampoo, wipes, lotion, etc.)/Pull-ups 

• Diapers - all sizes including adult and children 

• Adult bladder pads 

• Reusable water bottles 

• Plastic spoons and forks 

• Ziplock bags - sandwich and gallon sizes 

• All in one Twin/Twin XL bedding sets like you would 

buy for a college dorm with sheets, blankets, pillows 

and pillow cases, and comforter (10 requested) 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:Ldickerson@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-food1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-food1
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Rocky Railway VBS registration is open June 15-17 for children ages 2 

through 5th grade. Two options are available for all families. Invite your 

friends! Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to register. 

• 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. in-person VBS day camp experience for elementary 

children on the Birmingham Campus front lawn. Preschoolers will be 

indoors. 

• 6:00-7:30 p.m. in-person, outdoor VBS family camp experience at Jaycee 

Park in Berkley. 

We need your help at VBS! Adult and youth volunteers are a critical part of the success of our camp program! 

There are several ways to contribute your talents and time. Thank you for considering to be a part of a faith-filled, fun 

event! Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs to volunteer. 

• Youth (and adult) Crew Leaders guide, sing and have fun with small groups of children through station activities 

• Adult room directors manage and organize supplies, lessons, and schedule for preschool kids 

• Adult station leaders teach a daily lesson to elementary children at their station, such as Imagination Station, games 

• Adult floaters support room or station directors with the supervision of children and dissemination of supplies 

• Band members perform live VBS Rocky Railway music 

• Crafting nights create decorations (variety of evenings) 

• Decorate building and set-up rooms/stations (the week before) 

• Prep prepackaged snacks prior to the first day of VBS 

• Clean-up crew after the last day of VBS 

VBS Crafting Donations Needed! We are collecting recycled goods to help us make Rocky Railway VBS 

decorations. Please label items for VBS and drop off any items listed below by May 9 at the CLC doors. If you have 

any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org: 

• Plastic or metal coffee cans 

• Thick/sturdy cardboard tubes from carpet, fabric, or shipping (4-5 ft in length or longer)  

• Large square or rectangular cardboard boxes (Can be flat or in original shape) 

Railway VBS Registration is Open and We Need Your Help! 

Full job descriptions and applications are available on our website.  

Worship and Music Department Assistant….The Worship and Music 

Department of Birmingham First is seeking candidates for a part-time 

Assistant. Reporting to the Executive Director of Worship and Music, this individual 

would support development of the church choirs, assist with the coordination of 

major music and worship events throughout the year and their publicity, and manage a 

variety of administrative tasks. Please submit your application directly to the Executive 

Director of Worship and Music, Casey Proch, at cproch@birminghamfirst.org.  

Berkley Community Connections Coordinator….The Berkley Campus is 

seeking applicants for the part-time position of Berkley Community Connections Coordinator. Working with the 

Campus Pastor, the ideal candidate will support our mission to gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ by 

facilitating connections between Berkley First and the wider community. This will include creating and implementing 

special events throughout the year and reaching the community through a variety of social media. Applications should 

be submitted to Zack Dunlap, Berkley Campus Pastor, at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org. 

Employment Opportunities 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome__trashed/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Reservations are no longer needed for in-person worship.  

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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