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“We are open now!” 
“When is the church going to open up again?” This question comes up almost daily for me. 

My initial response is “Our church is open right now. And the Church universal never 

closed. We continue to be the body of Christ and witness to God’s presence and love at 

work in the world.” I understand, however, that the question beneath that one really is, 

“When are we going to be able to go back to the way things were?” 

First let me say again, “We are open now!” The church has continued to fulfill our calling 

to reach people for Jesus Christ even as we’ve adapted for online and in-person 

experiences. 

• Worship—preregistration is no longer required for in-person worship. Attendance, temperature screenings, and 

masks are still a part of our expectations for gathering in-person. Our online experience is here to stay so you can 

always be with us even when you’re away. 

• Buildings and rooms—Air exchange filters are upgraded or filtered air exchangers are in use across campuses. All 

areas and frequently touched surfaces are cleaned and disinfected regularly throughout the week as spaces are 

rotated every 30-45 minutes. Hand sanitizer and masks are easily available. 

• Missions—vital mission and hunger ministries continue to share Jesus’ love and presence through projects with and 

financial support of ministry partners. 

• Welcome Center—is open Tuesday-Thursday 10 a.m.-Noon and 12:30-2:30 p.m. 

That being said, we are continuing to update our plans each day as we stay in touch with what’s happening in our local 

areas, increases/decreases in cases, vaccinations, and safety precautions based on public health and science standards. 

As we continue to engage in these new days, I am hopeful as I think about the coming months, our current practices 

and some new ideas for our future: 

• Worship—will return to one outdoor service at 9:30 a.m. (livestreamed and in-person) led by me and Pastor Susie 

to reach more people on our front lawn beginning from Memorial Day through Labor Day. We’ll begin with a 

baseball theme in June (stay tuned for details.) There will be something different each week, so you won’t want to 

miss out. Imagine hearing the choir in-person like at Easter or seeing those we love on the lawn again. Does anyone 

have any ideas of a tent for some rainy events? If not, we’re prepared to head indoors (in-person and online) if the 

weather doesn’t cooperate. I’ve even heard talk of food trucks. 

• Children, Student, and Family Ministries—Youth group, confirmation, and children/youth choirs have already started 

rehearsing in-person, practicing social distancing. This summer, we’re planning a return to Sunday School outdoors 

as we worship together (stay tuned). 

• Hybrid discipleship experiences—Many thanks to our endowment board for their vision and recent investment in 

video conferencing systems across our campuses that will allow journey groups, educational, and worship 

opportunities for people to meet both online and in-person at the same time as we live into the coming months. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, April 13: Carrie Morse and Parker Roberts 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Bruce Brown and family on the death of his wife, Joyce, on 

April 6.  

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. We no longer require a reservation to attend 

worship. Find all our safety protocols and what to expect in worship at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

 

Sermon across all campuses: Spring Cleaning: “Making Room for All” (Acts 8:26-40) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in 

memory of Phil Kornblum by his family and in memory of Bill Brown by 

his family.  

• The Missions Candle is lit by Dick and Carole Dills in loving memory of 

Carole’s mother, Demis Dwight.  

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Sunday, April 18 

“We are open now!” (Continued from Page 1) 

As we gather together online and in-person, please help our world as we begin to live into better days by doing the 

following: 

• Get vaccinated. 

• Practice safe social distancing and wear a mask. 

• Wash or sanitize your hands frequently. 

• Join us online or in-person service, growth, and worship. This Sunday, we’ll reflect on how some spring cleaning 

helped a disciple discover just how big God is. There’s room for more when we evaluate who we are and why we 

exist. What has this time taught us needs to be cleaned up in our lives and in our world? 

While the best scientific advice continues to create our timelines, I’m hopeful that with the possibility of everyone be-

ing vaccinated by mid-summer, we might return to a greater sense of normalcy indoors by fall when we’ll celebrate 200 

years of ministry together. Certainly, we’ve been changed in this time, but we’re growing in the midst of it in so many 

new ways that empower us for ministry for the next 200 years. . . online and in-person. Thank you for sharing with us 

in this journey in so many ways. 

Blessings, 

Elbert 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship


What are Spiritual Gifts? Who has them? More than just natural talents and abilities, spiritual gifts are a necessary part 

of the body of believers. Certain gifts are given to each of us by the Holy Spirit so that we can better serve God and 

one another in love and grace. We invite you to learn more about how God has equipped you to participate in the life 

of the church. An online spiritual gifts assessment will be available to learn about your spiritual gifts at a variety of 

workshop times in May. Meet with Mary Feldmaier and Pastor Rachael Dunlap to learn which ministry opportunities 

your gifts are geared toward.   

Workshop Dates/Times: 

May 13 at Birmingham 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

May 18 at Berkley 7:00 p.m. in Social Hall  

May 19 10:00 a.m. via Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022) 

Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

Spiritual Gifts 

Spring into Life: Give Blood! - Emergency Appeal! 

Versiti Blood Center of Michigan is issuing an Emergency Appeal for 

Blood Donations. Donations have dropped recently, falling short due to 

spring break trips and increased cancellations. This means our 

communities are facing a potential crisis and blood donations are 

needed immediately. 

We are continuing to be the church as we host another community 

blood drive on Wednesday, April 21 from 12:30-7:00 p.m. in the 

Christian Life Center. If you donated at our February blood drive, you 

are eligible to donate again. CDC safety standards will be followed and 

properly-worn masks are required. 

COVID Vaccine Deferral: There is a 48-hour deferral for those who received the COVID-19 vaccine. You must be 

48 hours post-vaccine to be eligible to donate blood, whether it was the first or second dose.  

Antibody testing will be done on all successful donations. If you have had COVID, you must have 14 symptom-free 

days before donating. Please schedule your appointment at fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive or contact Sue Smith at 

sue.smith@beachcom.net or 248-730-3040. 

5th Annual Endowment Dinner 
We are excited to share news regarding this year’s annual Endowment 

Dinner. Our keynote speaker is Dr. Carl Price, offering a message on 

“Writing Your Own Ending.” 

Following the best public health advice available, we have decided to 

produce a virtual Endowment Dinner program with the option of still 

having dinner on us! The Endowment Dinner program will premier 

virtually on Friday, April 30, at 6:00 p.m. and may be viewed then or 

anytime following. 

Register today to receive a direct link to the online program as well as to learn how you can enjoy dinner courtesy of 

the Endowment Board while viewing the program. We encourage you to register for our Endowment Dinner online at 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3179 or by calling 248-646-1200, Tuesday-

Thursday from 10:00-12:00 and 12:30-2:30.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82638688022/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3179
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UMCOR Sunday 

In a year like no other, we are unable to use displays of ladders, hard hats, tools, ladders and a bell to ring to announce 

a donation. So we are asking that you give generously to UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

UMCOR Sunday will be celebrated on April 25. Just mail a donation to the church or use your online giving. 

UMCOR provides humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United States and internationally. Our efforts are 

targeted in places where natural disasters, wars or conflict have done so much damage that communities are unable to 

recover on their own. UMCOR seeks to empower local hospitals, schools, churches and other stakeholders by 

enhancing their capacity to address these issues. Please give as you are able. 

Thank you in advance for your generous offering. The UMCOR Sunday offering covers their administrative costs so 

donations during the year can go directly to support relief efforts following specific disasters.  

OVERWHELMING is the word to describe the response our preschool 

parents made to the recent request for infant and children’s clothing! When 

asked to help restock an empty Baby Pantry at Henderson Settlement, a UMC 

mission in Appalachia, these most generous parents donated approximately 

235 pounds of beautiful, gently-used clothes. Four very large boxes and one 

small one have been mailed to Frakes, KY. The folks there are deeply grateful 

and a bit in shock at the quantity, quality and generosity of these families. We 

certainly share those feelings! Thank you for being a blessing to our friends and 

neighbors there and supporting this mission so dear to our hearts.  

     —Judy Turner and Sue Walters 

Baby Clothing Thanks 

 
 

If you are a Kroger shopper, signing up for Kroger Community 

rewards can benefit the Hunger Ministry of Birmingham and Berkley 

First, which in turn feeds people locally and globally.  

Go to Kroger.com/communityrewards to register, and when asked 

for an organization, put in “First United Methodist Church of 

Birmingham DH313.” 

Already registered?  No problem, you do not need to re-

enroll…..simply check your Kroger receipt at the bottom to make 

sure your contribution is going to Birmingham First.  Thank you for 

your support! 

Feed Yourself and Feed Others 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
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Rocky Railway VBS registration is open June 15, 16 & 17 for 

children age 2 through 5th grades!  

2 options available for all families: 

• 9:00 am -12:00 pm in-person VBS day-camp experience on the 

front lawn for elementary children and preschoolers will be 

indoors at Birmingham First 

• 6:00-7:30 pm in-person, outdoor VBS family camp experience at 

Jaycee Park in Berkley 

Invite your friends!   

We need your help at VBS!  Adult and youth volunteers are a critical part to the success of our camp program! 

There are several ways to contribute your talents and time.  

• Youth (& adult) Crew Leaders guide, sing and have fun with small groups of children through station activities 

• Adult room directors manage and organize supplies, lessons, and schedule for preschool kids 

• Adult station leaders teach a daily lesson to elementary children at their station, such as Imagination Station, 

games 

• Adult floaters support room or station directors with the supervision of children and dissemination of supplies 

• Band members needed to perform live VBS Rocky Railway music 

• Crafting nights to create decorations (variety of evenings) 

• Decorate building and set-up rooms/stations (the week before) 

• Prep prepackaged snacks prior to the first day of VBS 

• Clean-up crew after the last day of VBS 

Thank you for considering to be a part of a faith filled, fun event!  

Go to fumcbirmingham.org/vbs/ to register or sign up to volunteer. 

Railway VBS Registration is Open and We Need Your Help! 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

We will meet by Zoom on Sunday, April 18 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! To make your 

reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Reservations are no longer needed for in-person worship.  

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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