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Love Prevails 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. (John 20:1, NRSV) 

When I was younger, I needed a light on all night long in my bedroom so I could 

sleep. I was afraid of the dark. Without a light, my overactive imagination kept me 

up as I lay in my bed trying to fall asleep. Now that I’m older, I’ve bought blackout 

curtains for my bedroom because the shades let in too much light too early in the 

morning. It’s amazing how life changes as we get older, isn’t it? As a child, I worried 

about the shadows that closed in at night. As an adult, the night is a welcome time 

of rest before the sun starts to shine again in the morning. 

As we enter into Jesus’ passion this week, we’ll hear how the sky turned dark on 

Good Friday at the moment Christ offered up his life on the cross. Certainly, that 

moment was a heavy, grief-filled time for Mary Magdalene and all those who watched up close or from afar. Friday’s 

cross, filled with pain, sorrow, death and violence, seemed to have the last word. That shroud of night accompanied 

Mary as she approached the tomb on that first Easter morning. In fact, we know that she viewed the removal of the 

stone through the lens of Friday. 

At Easter, however, God offered Mary the lens of life and love. Still looking through the lens of her own grief, it was 

hard for Mary to see that love had prevailed. With tear-filled eyes, she’d see a gardener rather than the One who 

walked with her over the past few years. Yet, Jesus continued to reach out, calling her by name until her sorrow was 

transformed along with her life. 

Resurrection changes us. Certainly, it changed Jesus as he’s alive again—but the resurrection changes us, as well. Like a 

caterpillar that enters a cocoon, we experience new life in Jesus Christ. The worst moments are never our final 

moments. Even a dark morning, filled with fearful shadows and an open, empty tomb, becomes the foundation of our 

faith as love prevails. 

Perhaps these past two Easters have looked a little different for us as Christians as we have lived through this time. 

Yet, could it be that God is still at work in what has felt like very different moments for us, bringing new life to us, to 

the body of Christ, and to our world? 

I can’t wait as lilies, flowers, instruments, and choirs return this Sunday at our Drive-in Easter service at 9:30 a.m. 

Or, as live music returns at our drive-in Easter Vigil concert on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. Even if it looks different, 

I’m ready to embrace and proclaim life together with Mary, with you, and for our world yet again. Even before the sun 

rises on Sunday morning, God is bringing life. Love prevails, for Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! Amen! 

Easter Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

The Easter Flowers on the altar during online worship are dedicated to the glory of God and given in memory and 

honor of the loved ones. Click here to find the listing on our website.  

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, March 30: Tom Henderson, Sid Thomas 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, 

March 23: Jeanne Planet 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Kris Shields and family on the death of her father, John 

Shields, on March 20. Click here to view his obituary.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Georgine Tan and family on the death of her son, 

Andrew, on March 27 in Florida. 

Join us on Saturday, April 3 for an Easter Egg Hunt with over 5,000 eggs! 

Come early to register, get a socially distanced photo with the Easter Bunny, 

and claim your spot as we gather on the sidewalks surrounding the front lawn 

beginning at 9:30 a.m. The hunt for treasure-filled eggs begins at 10:00 sharp! 

There will be three separate egg hunt areas taped off: one for toddlers, one 

for preschoolers and kindergarteners, and one for 1st through 5th grades. We 

will recycle the plastic Easter eggs after the event, so participants are asked to 

return the plastic eggs into labeled bins. We’ll be ready for you, rain or shine! Please park in the back parking lot. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Holy Week is here and we still need a few more volunteers for the events 

happening on Friday and Saturday. Please use this SignUpGenius link to view 

the opportunities available and sign up. Thank you for helping us welcome our 

guests and make our events run smoothly. 

Easter Egg Hunt….Help us hide plastic Easter eggs and greet families on 

Saturday, April 3 at our first-ever Easter Egg Hunt on the front lawn! Share the 

morning with Children and Family Ministries for just one hour or two. Join us 

to witness children’s pure joy by signing up for a time on our SignUpGenius link. All volunteers must wear a mask. If 

you have any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.   

Can You Help This Week? 

Join the Student Ministry Team on Sunday, April 11 for an evening full of 

collecting eggs, counting tickets, and turning them in for prizes. All middle and 

high school students are welcome...and bring a friend! We are excited to have 

an event full of fun, laughter, and time to build connections! Click here to sign 

up.  

High School  4:00-5:00 p.m.  

Middle School  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Student Ministry Egg-stravaganza 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/30154510/Easter-Flowers-2021.pdf
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ourmidland/obituary.aspx?pid=198141473
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4baaa829abff2-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-help
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxj5Ddl9tJEIhxWI62J3H170e1H5srXtuioxxZGaEsZZR95w/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 7:30 p.m., online only 

The table of Christ extends from the Birmingham and Berkley First worship spaces to 

your home. Join with our clergy and musicians as we remember the last supper and 

Jesus’ new commandment, to love one another. You may pick up communion 

elements inside the main entrance during our open hours. 

Good Friday: Stations of the Cross: Walking the Way Today 

April 2, 12-3 p.m., front lawn 

Take a moment to reflect on the past year and how Christ walks with us in the midst 

of loss. A self-paced, meditative walk through the beautiful front lawn will provide 

space to remember Christ’s walk to the cross along with our own pains and sorrows. 

Opportunities for prayer, meditation, contemplation, and music will be provided.  

Good Friday Worship 

April 2, 6:30 p.m., Berkley First Sanctuary 

This indoor worship service at Berkley First will also livestream on the Berkley First 

Facebook page. If you would like to worship with us in person on Good Friday, click 

here to register, and here to learn about our COVID safety protocols.  

Easter Vigil: Waiting for Something Good 

Saturday, April 3, 7:30 p.m., parking lot drive-in 

Performing live, outside, in our parking lot, “Detroit original” Alvin Waddles leads a 

tour de force ensemble of musicians in a gospel celebration of the promises of hope 

and new life. Tune your car radio to our station and buckle-up because this will be a 

thrilling evening. Rain or shine! 

Easter Sunrise Worship 

April 4, 7:15 a.m., Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center 

We have many Easter worship options, one of which is our beautiful sunrise service in 

the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east side of the church property. Join 

Pastor Suzanne Walls on April 4 at 7:15 a.m. to begin your day in the glory of nature. 

Rain or shine! 

Easter Sunday Live 

April 4, 9:30 a.m., parking lot 

Experience the power, the hope, and the assurance of Easter from your own car. This 

live service, complete with soaring music and an inspirational message, is a unique and 

meaningful way to experience Easter in 2021. Drive in, park your car, tune in your 

radio, and be a part of the Easter celebration. Rain or shine! (There is no indoor 

worship at the Birmingham Campus on Easter.) 

Easter Worship Online 

April 4, 9:30 a.m. 

Celebrate Easter at home. Join us online for a prerecorded Easter service.  

Berkley First Easter Worship 

Go to www.berkleyfirst.org for information about their Easter worship options: 

outdoor, indoor, and online. 

https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/5a0df6b5-8451-4a4d-82aa-3f756ec4f836
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/5a0df6b5-8451-4a4d-82aa-3f756ec4f836
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/indoor-worship/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/easter/
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Young adults will meet the first Tuesday and third Wednesday of each month 

for Trivia Night online! Rev. Carl Gladstone with Motor City Wesley (out of 

Wayne State) will lead you in a TRIVIA night with a spin! This time together 

will feature trivia on the rough and tumble, action-adventure parts of the Bible 

and pop culture. WWE fan? Wonder if there were stunt performers in first-

century Palestine? Think either of the Wonder Woman movies is the GOAT? 

Then this casual collection of trivia is for you! Email or message Deacon Sarah 

to participate. Begins Tuesday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m. 

Young Adult Trivia Night 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well Being 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well Being helps people of faith create 

healthy relationships with money and bring their financial lives in line with their 

faith journeys. Weaving Wesleyan theology together with sound financial 

advice, Saving Grace offers concrete guidance on saving, earning, giving, 

spending, debt, and how to build a sustainable financial plan.    

On Tuesday evening, April 6, Pastor Shawn will offer a virtual informational 

session for the class at 7:00 p.m. If you are wondering whether this class is for 

you, join us via Zoom on April 6 to learn more! Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430598847 

Class sessions will be held on Tuesdays from 7:00-8:15 p.m. in Thomas Parlor at our Birmingham Campus. Dates for 

class sessions are April 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11 and 18. Pre-registration for the class is required. To register, click 

here. Note: if registration numbers exceed COVID capacity limits for in-person meetings, a hybrid solution will be 

employed.      

This course is being offered at no charge; all materials and course costs are being generously underwritten by our 

Endowment Board. If you want more information about this opportunity, please contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-

lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. 

Elementary School Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applicants for the  

part-time position of Elementary School Coordinator. The chosen candidate 

will coordinate, communicate, and complete ministries in the creation of opportunities for 

elementary school students to GROW in knowledge, LOVE God and others, and SERVE 

through their actions. Ongoing and new ministries may include, but are not limited to, 

Bible studies, missional opportunities, children’s groups, retreats, overnight trips, and 

summer programs/activities. The Elementary School Coordinator will report to the 

Director of Children and Family Ministries. A full job description and application are 

available on the church website. Please submit your applications to our Director of 

Children and Family Ministries, Kim Bowyer, at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Employment Opportunity 

mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
Zoom%20Meeting: https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/85430598847
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45485&profileId=3106/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45485&profileId=3106/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org


Page 5 First United Methodist Church 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

We will meet by Zoom on Sunday, April 18 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! To make your 

reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

We are pleased to welcome Kelly Ann Holquist to Birmingham First as Early Childhood 

Coordinator in the Children and Family Ministries department. She will be responsible for 

welcoming and guiding families with children, from birth through kindergarten, to grow and 

connect in their faith through Sunday school, mission opportunities, children’s 

programming, and parenting group(s).    

Kelly Ann has experience as a Montessori teacher in early childhood classrooms and 

running parenting groups. She received her teacher training from The Montessori 

Institute. She also has experience teaching English as a second language in Germany. Kelly 

Ann has a 12-year-old son and is an active volunteer with his hockey team. During her free 

time, Kelly Ann enjoys walking her dog, kayaking, interior design, spending time with her 

son, and visiting her family in North Carolina.  

We are excited to see Kelly Ann share her faith with our young children and create a supportive parenting community. 

You can reach her at kholquist@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Welcome, Kelly Ann Holquist! 

Spring into Life: Give Blood! 
We are continuing to be the church as we host another community blood 

drive on Wednesday, April 21 from 12:30-7:00 p.m. in the Christian Life 

Center. If you donated at our February blood drive, you are eligible to 

donate again. CDC safety standards will be followed and properly-worn 

masks are required. 

COVID Vaccine Deferral: There is a 48-hour deferral for those who 

received the COVID-19 vaccine. You must be 48 hours post-vaccine to be eligible to donate blood, whether it was the 

first or second dose.  

Antibody testing will be done on all successful donations. If you have had COVID, you must have 14 symptom-free 

days before donating. Please schedule your appointment at fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive or contact Sue Smith at 

sue.smith@beachcom.net or 248-730-3040. 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kholquist@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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