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Buds of Resurrection 
Spring is in the air! As spring flowers begin to peak through the ground, I always 

find myself getting excited about spring. I see every crocus and daffodil that breaks 

through the ground as a sign of life. I even take note of the forsythia buds that start 

to pop up on the branches of my favorite shrub. I love to cut some early and force 

them to blossom inside to proclaim spring even before they start to shout it 

outside. Can you tell this is one of my favorite seasons? Some will quickly remind 

me that there could be another snowfall or several frosts that happen even in May, 

but my mind is fixated on spring. 

Last week as spring was coming up on the calendar, however, we heard about the 

senseless and violent murder of eight women at spas in the Atlanta area, six of 

whom were Asian-Americans. In the season of new life, we find ourselves weeping 

and crying out for justice yet again. “How long, O Lord,” we ask, “before we experience the fullness of your blessed 

community?” Yet again, the deep and unhealed wounds of violence, racism, and hatred were exposed before our eyes. 

Early this week, we find ourselves shaken to our core once more as ten people were killed by a gunman in a grocery 

store in Boulder, Colorado. One of them was an officer who was the first to respond to the scene to protect the lives 

of others. Still awaiting the details of those reports, some have said that they regarded Boulder as one of the safest 

places to live. Now that bubble has burst. 

Here we are headed towards Easter. In moments like this, it is hard to think about any new life. Violence and hatred 

seem to be more of the same ways that lead to death and sorrow. This Sunday is Palm Sunday. Soon, we will celebrate 

Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but we know that journey leads to a betrayal on Thursday, a Good Friday cross, 

and an entombment before we reach the joy that is Easter. 

Certainly the disciples knew this experience as well as they followed Jesus in his passion. Even the women who 

approached the tomb on Easter morning came because their world had been crushed three days earlier as they stood 

near to Jesus on the cross. They couldn’t see new life that day. They couldn’t see new life as they approached the 

tomb. 

As we approach Holy Week, however, we claim that we are an Easter people. Resurrection and new life belong to us 

and the world in Jesus Christ. Yet how will we hold out hope in such a world as this? Like the forsythia, will we notice 

the moment that buds of resurrection might be brought to the pain and difficulty of this time? Will we share the 

refreshing waters of justice and righteousness that others might see life spring forth once again? In the moments of 

Holy Week, how will we cling to and live into the promise of our faith that is life in Christ? “Hosanna, save us, Lord,” 

we cry as we work towards the raising of our “Alleluias” once again. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

March 23: Jeanne Planet 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

March 15: Miranda Burnett, Dolores Kornblum  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Jeff and Luanne Grabiel and family on the death of her 

sister, Patricia Naffin, on March 18. Click here to view her obituary.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Bob McNutt and family on the death of his wife, Susanne 

(Sukie) McNutt, on March 19.  

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required 

for each worship venue. If you cannot register online, please leave a 

message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call. Find all our safety 

protocols, what to expect in worship, and a registration link at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

 

Sermon across all campuses: Why Easter Matters: “The Foundation of Our 

Faith” (Luke 23:44-24:1) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Palm Arrangement on the altar is dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Pauline Porter by her children.  

• The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Harold Stanton by his 

children and grandchildren. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

 

Virtual Coffee Hour….Join us on Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and 

then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-

6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/patricia-naffin-obituary?pid=198108129
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
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You are invited to remember or honor a loved one with plant for the altar on 

Easter. This year we will feature a mix of lilies and tulips which will be delivered 

to our homebound members and those living in residential facilities after 

Easter. Cost is $20 per plant. Orders may be placed in one of four ways: 

• Click here to order and pay online 

• Mail the information to the church (memory or honor, name of honoree, 

donor name, address and phone), attention Janet Smylie, along with a 

check made payable to Birmingham First. 

• Bring your check or exact payment and information (see above) to the Welcome Desk during our open hours.  

• Contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200. She can take your information and you can 

mail a check to the church.  

Orders must be received by Sunday, March 28 to be included with Steeple Notes on Wednesday, March 31. If 

you have any questions, contact Janet.  

Easter Plant Orders 

Due to the success of Empty Bowls/Empty Seats on Ash Wednesday, by popular demand it is back for an encore on 

Palm Sunday. Click here to place your order online by Tuesday, March 23. Drive by pick-up on Sunday, March 28 from 

11:00-1:00. There are 5 soups to choose from. All come in a 4 quart soup bag (requires warming at home) and include 

4 baguettes for $40.  

• Potato Chophouse 

• Lobster Bisque 

• Homestyle Chicken Noodle 

• Tuscan Bean & Sausage 

• Minestrone (vegan) 

Empty Bowls/Empty Seats—Part 2 

Holy Week is rapidly approaching, and we need volunteers for the events 

happening throughout the week. Please use this SignUpGenius link to view the 

opportunities available and sign up. Thank you for helping us welcome our 

guests and make our events run smoothly. 

Easter Egg Hunt….Help us hide plastic Easter eggs and greet families on 

Saturday, April 3 at our first-ever Easter Egg Hunt on the front lawn! Share the 

morning with Children and Family Ministries for just one hour or two. Join us 

to witness children’s pure joy by signing up for a time on our SignUpGenius link. All volunteers must wear a mask. If 

you have any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.   

Holy Week Volunteers Needed  

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/6bd113c0-41c7-40c6-b517-9f26ab87e0f6
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/ee56ebec-0173-42a2-be40-7536a7d6264f/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4baaa829abff2-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-help
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
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Join us on Saturday, April 3 for an Easter Egg Hunt with over 5,000 eggs! 

Come early to register, get a socially distanced photo with the Easter Bunny, 

and claim your spot as we gather on the sidewalks surrounding the front lawn 

beginning at 9:30 a.m. The hunt for treasure-filled eggs begins at 10:00 sharp! 

There will be three separate egg hunt areas taped off: one for toddlers, one 

for preschoolers and kindergarteners, and one for 1st through 5th grades.  

We will recycle the plastic Easter eggs after the event, so participants are asked to return the plastic eggs into labeled 

bins. We’ll be ready for you, rain or shine! Please park in the back parking lot. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Young adults will meet the first Tuesday and third Wednesday of each month 

for Trivia Night online! Rev. Carl Gladstone with Motor City Wesley (out of 

Wayne State) will lead you in a TRIVIA night with a spin! This time together 

will feature trivia on the rough and tumble, action-adventure parts of the Bible 

and pop culture. WWE fan? Wonder if there were stunt performers in first-

century Palestine? Think either of the Wonder Woman movies is the GOAT? 

Then this casual collection of trivia is for you! Email or message Deacon Sarah 

to participate. Begins Tuesday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m. 

Young Adult Trivia Night 

Join the Student Ministry Team on Sunday, April 11 for an evening full of 

collecting eggs, counting tickets, and turning them in for prizes. All middle and 

high school students are welcome...and bring a friend! We are excited to have 

an event full of fun, laughter, and time to build connections!  

High School  4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Middle School  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Click here to sign up. 

Student Ministry Egg-stravaganza 

mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxj5Ddl9tJEIhxWI62J3H170e1H5srXtuioxxZGaEsZZR95w/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Holy Week Features 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 7:30 p.m., online only 

The table of Christ extends from the Birmingham and Berkley First worship 

spaces to your home. Join with our clergy and musicians as we remember the last 

supper and Jesus’ new commandment, to love one another. Communion elements 

are available for pick up inside the main entrance during our open hours. 

Good Friday: Stations of the Cross: Walking the Way Today 

April 2, 12-3 p.m., front lawn 

Take a moment to reflect on the past year and how Christ walks with us in the 

midst of loss. A self-paced, meditative walk through the beautiful front lawn will 

provide space to remember Christ’s walk to the cross along with our own pains 

and sorrows. Opportunities for prayer, meditation, contemplation, and music will 

be provided.  

Easter Vigil: Waiting for Something Good 

Saturday, April 3, 7:30 p.m., parking lot drive-in 

Performing live, outside, in our parking lot, “Detroit original” Alvin Waddles leads 

a tour de force ensemble of musicians in a gospel celebration of the promises of 

hope and new life. Tune your car radio to our station and buckle-up because this 

will be a thrilling evening. Rain or shine! 

Easter Sunday 

April 4, 9:30 a.m., parking lot 

Experience the power, the hope, and the assurance of Easter from your own car. 

This live service, complete with soaring music and an inspirational message, is a 

unique and meaningful way to experience Easter in 2021. Drive in, park your car, 

tune in your radio, and be a part of the Easter celebration. Rain or shine!  

Holy Week Calendar: 

Palm Sunday Worship – March 28 

9:30 a.m.  Sanctuary and Livestream 

9:30 a.m.  Christian Life Center and Livestream 

10 a.m.  Berkley Campus and Livestream 

Maundy Thursday Worship – April 1 

 7:30 p.m.  Livestream 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross – April 2 

 12−3 p.m.  Birmingham Front Lawn 

Good Friday Worship – April 2 

6:30 p.m.  Berkley Campus and Livestream 

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – April 3 

10 a.m.  Birmingham Front Lawn 

10 a.m.  Jaycee Park in Berkley 

Holy Saturday Vigil Concert – April 3 

7:30 p.m.  Birmingham Parking Lot 

Easter Sunday – April 4 

Birmingham Campus  

7:15 a.m.  Sunrise Service - Outdoor Worship Center 

9:30 a.m.  Parking Lot Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Prerecorded Online Worship 

Berkley Campus 

8:30 a.m.  Outdoor Worship 

10 a.m.  Sanctuary Worship and Livestream 
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Elementary School Coordinator….Birmingham First is seeking applicants for the  

part-time position of Elementary School Coordinator. The chosen candidate 

will coordinate, communicate, and complete ministries in the creation of opportunities 

for elementary school students to GROW in knowledge, LOVE God and others, and 

SERVE through their actions. Ongoing and new ministries may include, but are not limited 

to, Bible studies, missional opportunities, children’s groups, retreats, overnight trips, and 

summer programs/activities. The Elementary School Coordinator will report to the 

Director of Children and Family Ministries. A full job description and application are 

available on the church website. Please submit your applications to our Director of 

Children and Family Ministries, Kim Bowyer, at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Employment Opportunities 

Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

We will meet by Zoom on Sunday, April 18 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! To make your 

reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First. Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

• Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

• Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

• Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

• High School newsletter 

• Middle School Newsletter 

• Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

• Berkley First Newsletter 

• 20s and 30s Newsletter 

• Daily Devotion (seasonal devotions) 

Let’s Stay in Touch! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
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Spread the Joy of Reading!  

Birmingham First’s Church and Society Ministry is sponsoring an all-church book drive as 

part of our ongoing support of the Pontiac-based nonprofit Multicultural Family Center. 

The Center has provided a list of books they wish to provide to their client families to 

encourage reading in the home. Help us reach our goal of 100 books! 

An Amazon wish list has been created with the titles and quantities of the books the 

Center desires. The books you purchase will be automatically shipped to the Center at 35 

W. Huron Street, Suite 100, Pontiac, MI 48342. Please do not enter any other shipping 

address. Amazon will show Centro Multicultural la Familia (Multicultural Family Center) as 

the recipient.  

Note: When shopping for books for the Center please follow these steps: 

• Select a title and add it to your cart. Do not click on “buy now.” 

• Add as many books as you like to your cart. 

• When you have completed your shopping, click on “proceed to checkout.” 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well Being 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well Being helps people of faith create 

healthy relationships with money and bring their financial lives in line with their 

faith journeys. Weaving Wesleyan theology together with sound financial 

advice, Saving Grace offers concrete guidance on saving, earning, giving, 

spending, debt, and how to build a sustainable financial plan.    

On Tuesday evening, April 6, Pastor Shawn will offer a virtual informational 

session for the class at 7:00 p.m. If you are wondering whether this class is for 

you, join us via Zoom on April 6 to learn more! Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430598847 

Class sessions will be held on Tuesdays from 7:00-8:15 p.m. in Thomas Parlor at our Birmingham Campus. Dates for 

class sessions are April 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11 and 18. Pre-registration for the class is required. To register, click 

here. Note: if registration numbers exceed COVID capacity limits for in-person meetings, a hybrid solution will be 

employed.      

This course is being offered at no charge; all materials and course costs are being generously underwritten by our 

Endowment Board. If you want more information about this opportunity, please contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-

lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. 

New Resource! 

Created in the image of a generous God, generosity is at the core of who we are. To assist in developing this 

discipleship attribute, we have a new Planned Giving website that offers a wealth of information on generosity 

strategies. From the church website, you can find this new site by clicking the “Give” tab, then selecting “New Planned 

Giving Site.” To get directly to the site, go to www.firstlegacy.org. Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin is available to discuss 

planned giving and your discipleship journey. Contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/2TNVKAD9CIOCP?type=wishlist&_encoding=UTF8
Zoom%20Meeting: https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/85430598847
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45485&profileId=3106/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45485&profileId=3106/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
https://firstlegacy.org/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship (registration required) and Livestream 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

