
Volume 80, Issue 11 March 17, 2021 

Benchmarks 
When we drive along the highway, there are mile markers – posts with signs that 

indicate the location we are at in relation to our destination. The trip is, of course, 

more than the mile markers, more even than the destination itself. In life, formative 

benchmarks along the way add up to making each of us who we are. My character and 

yours have been shaped by the good and the bad experiences we have gone through, 

the ebbs and flows of all that life tosses at us. We learn, grow, and are driven by those 

experiences. Often it is not until we look back and reflect that we see the bigger 

picture played out.   

Worship with me in person in the Birmingham First Sanctuary, at either of our other 

worshiping communities, or join us online to see Why Easter Matters and examine the 

Easter story from a different perspective. Now in our third week of this study and 

sermon series, we will dig into the Gospel of Luke’s crucifixion account of Jesus and 

the thieves (Luke 23:32-43). Condemned to the cross and dying alongside Jesus, a thief 

realizes that Jesus is the Messiah. At that moment, Christ’s grace and love were extended to even him.   

Where do you picture yourself? Perhaps you, like me, find yourself relating to the thief next to Jesus on the cross. I 

invite you to pause this week and reflect on how you have changed over the course of this Lenten season so far, the 

year, and even your lifetime. When we pause, we begin to see the places and spaces where God is at work. It was not 

until after Jesus’ death that the disciples began to understand Jesus’ teachings.   

Blessings, 

Rev. Rachael Dunlap 

All We Can Generosity Update 
Many thanks to those who have returned an estimate of giving for 2021. As 

of Monday, March 15, we have received 283 estimates of giving totaling 

$1,396,495 towards our ministry plan for this year. We have also received 

112 estimates towards Home Fires totaling $102,600 for this year. 

Together we are bringing light, life, and love in Jesus Christ to our communities and to the world.  

If you have not yet turned in an estimate of giving, it's not too late. Click here to fill it out online or pick up an estimate 

of giving card at the Welcome Desk at the Birmingham Campus and return it to the church office.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/annual-giving-commitment-form/
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

March 15: Miranda Burnett, Dolores Kornblum  

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

March 9: Mike Hucke, Sid Thomas 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Jill and Rob Robinson and family on the death of her 

father, Charles Hutchings, on March 7. Click here to read his obituary.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with former member Corinne Parker and family on the death 

of her husband, Dale, on March 6. Click here to read his obituary.  

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required 

for each worship venue. If you cannot register online, please leave a 

message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call. Find all our safety 

protocols, what to expect in worship, and a registration link at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

 

Sermon across all campuses: Why Easter Matters: “The God Who Can Be 

Trusted” (Luke 23:32-43) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Rachael Dunlap  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Lon 

Bone in loving memory of his father, Howard Bone.   

• The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of Elijah August Blanford, 

born March 8 to Matthew and Emily Blanford (proud grandparents are Tom 

and Dawn Pfaff); and Emily Joy Hall, born March 10 to Greg and Caitlin Hall. 

• The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Dick Hameister by his children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren.  

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

 

Virtual Coffee Hour….Join us on Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and 

then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-

6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Sunday, March 21 

https://guestbook.wujekcalcaterra.com/obituaries/Charles-Hutchings/
https://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com/obituaries/Dale-Parker-5/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=autopost&fbclid=IwAR0TN1CMOAhHMT7ho4Z2ez9LvC8hSzNGNqwPgftK6YEZ39qtcNJ9A4gkzl4
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
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Baptisms 

We are still offering baptisms! Baptisms are done privately by Pastor Elbert for 

one family at a time on the second Sunday morning of the month in the 

Sanctuary (not during in-person worship). Families are invited to have up to 25 

people in attendance, with masks and social distancing in place. The baptisms 

are then shown during online Sanctuary Worship on the third Sunday of the 

month. We are now scheduling baptisms for April 11 and May 9. For more 

information or to schedule a baptism, please contact Janet Smylie at 

office@fumcbirmingahm.org or leave a message at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well Being 

Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well Being helps people of faith create 

healthy relationships with money and bring their financial lives in line with their 

faith journeys. Weaving Wesleyan theology together with sound financial 

advice, Saving Grace offers concrete guidance on saving, earning, giving, 

spending, debt, and how to build a sustainable financial plan.    

On Tuesday evening, April 6, Pastor Shawn will offer a virtual informational 

session for the class at 7:00 p.m. If you are wondering whether this class is for 

you, join us via Zoom on April 6 to learn more! Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85430598847 

Class sessions will be held on Tuesdays from 7:00-8:15 p.m. in Thomas Parlor at our Birmingham Campus. Dates for 

class sessions are April 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11 and 18. Pre-registration for the class is required. To register, click 

here. Note: if registration numbers exceed COVID capacity limits for in-person meetings, a hybrid solution will be 

employed.      

This course is being offered at no charge; all materials and course costs are being generously underwritten by our 

Endowment Board. If you want more information about this opportunity, please contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-

lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. 

We are sending one more College Care Packet for this school year during the week of 

March 28. If you or your college student changed their address since the last packet mailing 

in February, please send their new address to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org by March 21. 

Or if you or your student is not on the mailing list, please send their information to the 

above email. If you are at the same address since the February mailing, you do not need to 

do anything; we will use the address we have. Any questions, please 

email sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

College Care Packets 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
Zoom%20Meeting: https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/85430598847
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45485&profileId=3106/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=45485&profileId=3106/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
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Spread the Joy of Reading!  

Birmingham First’s Church and Society Ministry is sponsoring an all-church book drive as 

part of our ongoing support of the Pontiac-based nonprofit Multicultural Family Center 

which provides family-focused support services including health care, substance abuse 

intervention, confronting domestic violence, parenting education, English as a second 

language, pre- and post-natal assistance, and basic life essentials to families in need (food, 

clothing, shelter assistance). The Center has provided a list of books they wish to provide 

to their client families to encourage reading in the home. The books are primarily for 

children, but there are a few titles for adults. The books are in English or Spanish, and 

some are bilingual. Our goal is to provide the Center with 100 books. Here is how you can 

participate in spreading the joy of reading!  

An Amazon wish list has been created with the titles and quantities of the books the Center desires. The books you 

purchase will be automatically shipped to the Center at 35 W. Huron Street, Suite 100, Pontiac, MI 48342. Please do 

not enter any other shipping address. Amazon will show Centro Multicultural la Familia (Multicultural Family Center) as 

the recipient.  

Note: When shopping for books for the Center please follow these steps: 

• Select a title and add it to your cart. Do not click on “buy now.” 

• Add as many books as you like to your cart. 

• When you have completed your shopping, click on “proceed to checkout.” 

Due to the success of Empty Bowls/Empty Seats on Ash Wednesday, by popular demand it is back for an encore on 

Palm Sunday. Click here to place your order online by Tuesday, March 23. Drive by pick-up on Sunday, March 28 from 

11:00-1:00. There are 5 soups to choose from. All come in a 4 quart soup bag (requires warming at home) and include 

4 baguettes for $40.  

• Potato Chophouse 

• Lobster Bisque 

• Homestyle Chicken Noodle 

• Tuscan Bean & Sausage 

• Minestrone (vegan) 

Empty Bowls/Empty Seats—Part 2 

If you are a Kroger shopper, signing up for Kroger Community Rewards 

can benefit the Hunger Ministry of Birmingham and Berkley First, which in 

turn feeds people locally and globally. To register, go to www.kroger.com/i/

community/community-rewards/ and when asked for an organization, enter 

"First United Methodist Church of Birmingham DH313.” Already 

registered? Check your receipts at the bottom to make sure your contribution is going to Birmingham First.  

Kroger Community Rewards 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/2TNVKAD9CIOCP?type=wishlist&_encoding=UTF8
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/ee56ebec-0173-42a2-be40-7536a7d6264f/
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
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Holy Week Features 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1, 7:30 p.m., online only 

The table of Christ extends from the Birmingham and Berkley First worship 

spaces to your home. Join with our clergy and musicians as we remember the last 

supper and Jesus’ new commandment, to love one another. 

Good Friday: Stations of the Cross: Walking the Way Today 

April 2, 12-3 p.m., front lawn 

Take a moment to reflect on the past year and how Christ walks with us in the 

midst of loss. A self-paced, meditative walk through the beautiful front lawn will 

provide space to remember Christ’s walk to the cross along with our own pains 

and sorrows. Opportunities for prayer, meditation, contemplation, and music will 

be provided.  

Easter Vigil: Waiting for Something Good 

Saturday, April 3, 7:30 p.m., parking lot drive-in 

Performing live, outside, in our parking lot, “Detroit original” Alvin Waddles leads 

a tour de force ensemble of musicians in a gospel celebration of the promises of 

hope and new life. Tune your car radio to our station and buckle-up because this 

will be a thrilling evening. Rain or shine! 

Easter Sunday 

April 4, 9:30 a.m., parking lot 

Experience the power, the hope, and the assurance of Easter from your own car. 

This live service, complete with soaring music and an inspirational message, is a 

unique and meaningful way to experience Easter in 2021. Drive in, park your car, 

tune in your radio, and be a part of the Easter celebration. Rain or shine!  

Holy Week Calendar: 

Palm Sunday Worship – March 28 

9:30 a.m.  Sanctuary and Livestream 

9:30 a.m.  Christian Life Center and Livestream 

10 a.m.  Berkley Campus and Livestream 

Maundy Thursday Worship – April 1 

 7:30 p.m.  Livestream 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross – April 2 

 12−3 p.m.  Birmingham Front Lawn 

Good Friday Worship – April 2 

6:30 p.m.  Berkley Campus and Livestream 

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – April 3 

10 a.m.  Birmingham Front Lawn 

10 a.m.  Jaycee Park in Berkley 

Holy Saturday Vigil Concert – April 3 

7:30 p.m.  Birmingham Parking Lot 

Easter Sunday – April 4 

Birmingham Campus  

7:15 a.m.  Sunrise Service - Outdoor Worship Center 

9:30 a.m.  Parking Lot Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Prerecorded Online Worship 

Berkley Campus 

8:30 a.m.  Outdoor Worship 

10 a.m.  Sanctuary Worship and Livestream 
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It would be ‘EGGCELLENT’ if you could support Children and Family 

Ministries to host our first-ever Easter Egg Hunt, April 3 on the front 

lawn! Many busy bunnies are needed to stuff plastic eggs with candy/trinkets 

and assist in hosting our first-ever community Easter Egg Hunt on the 

Birmingham First front lawn. Please review the available days and time to help 

Children and Family Ministries on our SignUpGenius link. All volunteers must 

wear a mask. If you have any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer at 

kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Easter Egg Hunt Volunteers Needed 

You are invited to remember or honor a loved one with plant for the altar on 

Easter. This year we will feature a mix of lilies and tulips which will be delivered 

to our homebound members and those living in residential facilities after 

Easter. Cost is $20 per plant. Orders may be placed in one of four ways: 

• Click here to order and pay online 

• Mail the information to the church (memory or honor, name of honoree, 

donor name, address and phone), attention Janet Smylie, along with a 

check made payable to Birmingham First. 

• Bring your check or exact payment and information (see above) to the Welcome Desk during our open hours.  

• Contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200. She can take your information and you can 

mail a check to the church.  

Orders must be received by Sunday, March 28 to be included with Steeple Notes on Wednesday, March 31. If 

you have any questions, contact Janet.  

Easter Plant Orders 

Join the Student Ministry Team on Sunday, April 11 for an evening full of 

collecting eggs, counting tickets, and turning them in for prizes. All middle and 

high school students are welcome...and bring a friend! We are excited to have 

an event full of fun, laughter, and time to build connections!  

High School  4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Middle School  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Click here to sign up. 

Student Ministry Egg-stravaganza 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-help
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/6bd113c0-41c7-40c6-b517-9f26ab87e0f6
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxj5Ddl9tJEIhxWI62J3H170e1H5srXtuioxxZGaEsZZR95w/viewform/
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Full job descriptions and applications are available on the church website.  

Administrative Assistant, Human Resources & Caring Ministries….The ideal 

candidate must have expertise in Office 365 and Excel with a working knowledge of MS 

Publisher. Previous database administration is essential. Excellent verbal and written 

communication skills are required as well as the ability to work independently and with a 

team. Compassion and maintaining confidentiality are key. 20 hours per week, reporting 

to Executive Director. Please submit your application and resume to Lisa Marsh, 

Executive Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Summer Intern/Children and Family Ministries….We are seeking an individual who has experience working 

with children at Birmingham First. This person will assist the Children and Family Ministries team as we create 

opportunities for children and families to grow in knowledge of and love for God and serve others through their 

actions. Ideally, the candidate will be enrolled in college and can work independently while enjoying interaction with 

children and adults. 20 hours per week, May-August 2021. Send your application to Kim Bowyer, Director of Children 

and Family Ministry, at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Employment Opportunities 

The Power of Prayer 
When trouble overwhelms our hearts,  

There’s hope for our despair,  

For we can cope with confidence,  

If we handle it with prayer. 

When gladness overflows our souls,  

It’s something we should share; 

We show our praise and gratitude, 

If we handle it with prayer. 

                                            —Jill Wolf 

 

Should you wish us to lift your burdens or share your praise, the Caring Ministries Department has a weekly prayer list 

that is sent to a group of over 30 prayer warriors who faithfully pray for all those listed. Respectful of everyone’s 

confidentiality, we don’t use last names on our requests list. . 

Prayer Requests are accepted through the church website. Click on the “Care” tab then scroll down and click on 

“Submit a Prayer Request.” A form will pop up for you to complete which will be directed to Caring Ministries. Or you 

can reach Lisa Marsh in Caring Ministries at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3160.  

So many have been blessed through this ministry. Share your joys and concerns and let us pray for you! 

If you are anticipating surgery, Caring Ministries can also coordinate a pre-op prayer with one of our pastors. Please let 

us know of your needs in advance. Our Visitation Ministry provides for you if you are hospitalized for any reason, so 

please let us know so we can provide prayer throughout your stay and afterwards. Contact Lisa Marsh. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3348
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship (registration required) and Livestream 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

