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Randy Alcorn, the author of Money, Possessions, and Eternity: A Comprehensive Guide to What 

the Bible Says about Financial Stewardship, Generosity, Materialism, Retirement, Financial 

Planning, Gambling, Debt, and More, tells the story of a time when a wealthy plantation owner 

invited John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, to his home. The two of them 

spent all day riding on horseback and still were only able to see a small portion of all that the 

wealthy landowner had in his possession. At the end of the long day, the landowner looked over 

to John Wesley and, with a great deal of pride, asked, “Well, Mr. Wesley, what do you think?” 

 

After thinking for a moment, Wesley turned to his host and said, “I think you’re going to have a 

hard time leaving all this.”1 

 

This year, the theme for our series on living generously has been All We Can. Over the past two 

weeks, we have reflected on a sermon that John Wesley preached in which he encouraged early 

Methodists to earn and save all they could. For Wesley, it was important that we not be weighed 

down by the burdens of indebtedness. He also thought it was important to avoid such an 

attachment to material things when we couldn’t take them with us. 

 

Having first earned and saved all we can, the next logical step for Wesley was to live in such a 

way that we give all we can. He once said, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in 

all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, 

as long as ever you can.” 

 

During this season, we have been asking ourselves, “Lord, where are you calling me to be in my 

giving? What is God inviting us to give as we support the ministries of the Church in this coming 

year?” How are we doing all the good we can with all that we have received? What does it mean 

for us to “Give all we can”? 

 

Our scripture lesson this morning tells the story of a woman who gave all that she had, her last 

two copper coins. It would be easy to jump to the conclusion that the moral of the story is to 

simply give up everything we have. Yet, this story is rich in so many ways. 
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Here we are in the middle of the Lenten season where we’ll follow Jesus to the cross and the 

tomb as we journey towards Easter. We know that he’s going to offer his all. This story comes 

just after Jesus rides into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. On this day, he finds himself teaching at 

the Temple. If we read only the few verses before this, we’ll see just how quickly he’s going to 

get himself in trouble, good trouble, with the leaders of the Temple. He tells his hearers to 

“beware of the scribes” because they strut about in the finest of garments, are greeted with 

respect in the marketplaces, and seek the places of honor at banquets and in the synagogues. 

There’s only one problem. They “devour widows’ houses.” They prey on the poorest and most 

vulnerable among them while offering impressively long prayers. They live what looks to be a 

life of outward piety but care not for those that touch God’s very heart. 

 

Just as Jesus shares this, he notices that everyone is bringing in their offerings to the Temple 

treasury that day. Money was in the form of coins back then. The greatest offerings made loud 

noises as they poured them into the Temple’s coffers. Two small copper coins would not even be 

noticed among the great offerings that others would bring so that everyone would know what 

they gave. 

 

Yet, Jesus, seated opposite the treasury, notices this widow drops in not only two small copper 

coins, but her last two coins. It’s all she has. There is nothing more to support her. Her next meal 

is not guaranteed. How will she survive? No one knows. No one else noticed what she gave that 

day, but Jesus did. And he calls his disciples together and says to them, “Do you see that woman 

over there? That widow woman? Truly I tell you, she has put in more than all those who are 

contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out 

of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 

 

The widow put her two copper coins into the coffers of a treasury that was built on the very 

system that kept her in poverty. Remember, Jesus had just told them how the religious elite, 

those who profit from the offerings, devoured the homes of widows just like her. Yet, she still 

dropped in her last two coins, all she had to live on. It was her generosity that caught the eye of 

Jesus, that touched the heart of God that day, because her generosity was a matter of her heart. 

 

My parents were young when I was born. My mom had not even earned her diploma at the time.  

They were working hard but did not have much to get started in life. They were just trying to put 

food on the table and begin life on their own. In fact, for the first several months after I was born, 

they lived with my paternal grandparents. 

 

Years later, some relatives told me that during this time, I had become really sick. They never 

told me quite what it was, but that my parents were concerned about how they would pay for a 

doctor’s visit for their first child. My grandfather, who worked long hours himself, looked at 

them and said, “You get that child to the doctor’s office no matter what. I don’t care if I have to 

go without eating, he needs to be seen.” And that was that. They were off to the doctor. My 

grandfather was willing to do whatever it took to make sure that I had what I needed. That story 

always spoke to me about how I wanted to live my life for others, as well. 

 

This past week, over 45 years later, I was meeting with the Missions Committee here at 

Birmingham First as we heard an update on our Cuba mission connection. Jennifer Ness, our 
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coordinator for Cuba, had received an email from our sisters and brothers in Manzanilla. 

Medications and medical supplies were in great need. We were noting that with all of the 

difficulties of getting supplies to them, they usually don’t ask for much. We had hoped to make a 

trip to Cuba last summer, but with COVID, we were prevented from seeing one another. 

 

Now, however, people were in great need of simple antibiotics, blood pressure medications, 

Tylenol, and so much more. Then we heard that Mercedes and Miguel, our pastoral team there, 

were going every other day without eating so that their own children could eat. Our hearts 

dropped for a moment as we knew it would take time to get them what they needed. In the next 

moment, however, John and Nancy Smith, our Haiti coordinators, were helping to make 

connections to get supplies to Cuba. 

 

The committee was also approving grant requests from endowed funds for missions and 

designated over $2,100 for the cause on the spot as initial gift to get the needed supplies down to 

our sisters and brothers in Manzanilla. The heart of the Church was set in motion. This is who 

you are at Birmingham and Berkley First. Like my grandfather whose heart was to see me be 

well, you want others to be well and you’ll do whatever it takes to make that happen. When 

others struggle to get supplies to places like Haiti and Cuba, you have forged and continue to 

forge the relationships, partnerships, and means to put love into action, even at a moment’s 

notice. And in that moment, no challenge is too great as we give all we can to transform lives in 

our communities and around the world. 

 

When the woman dropped in her last two copper coins, she touched the very heart of God. Her 

complete trust was in God and what God could do for her. I’ve never dropped in my last two 

copper coins. Most of us haven’t. But I’m certain that there are people in places like Detroit, 

Pontiac, Haiti, Honduras, Cuba, Costa Rica, and throughout our world that are doing just that. 

And as they do, they are placing all they have in God’s very hands. I don’t know about you, but I 

want the faith of that widow. 

 

Later that week, Jesus would give his life, all he had to live on, to bring resurrection, life, and 

hope eternal for that widow, for his disciples, for you, for me, and for the whole world. When 

we’re giving all we can, we’re putting our trust in God and we’re putting love into action in the 

world around us. We gather this morning and we ask ourselves, “Where is it that God asking me 

to be in my giving this year as we step into this 200th year of ministry at Birmingham First?” 

 

Perhaps right now you give when you are in worship with us. Or maybe you make a regular 

contribution to Birmingham and Berkley First. Perhaps you have been making a conscious effort 

to practice the spiritual discipline of stepping towards a tithe, or giving 10% of your income to 

the church. As you heard from Michael and Hannah Reinker last week, they shared how blessed 

they have been as they’ve done that in their lives together. Or maybe you are already a tither and 

God is inviting you to step beyond a tithe or to consider a legacy gift that could keep giving over 

the next 200 years. 

 

Dawn and I took a look this year and we have been so blessed to see what God has done in and 

through us in this past year at Birmingham First. We already give beyond a tithe, but this year, 
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we’ve heard God inviting us take our next step to move up on the step chart into another range of 

giving. 

 

In addition to investments in online worship, we are planning some amazing Holy Week and 

Easter celebrations. While we’ve made some adjustments in staffing levels this past year, we’ve 

also made some critical investments in staffing for strong children, youth, adult, and family 

discipleship ministries so that we might continue to raise up disciples who put love into action.  

As our needs for mission involvement have grown within the past year, hunger and mission 

ministries have partnered together in some strong ways. A great staffing investment has been to 

put more time into a staff position for missions so that we might expand our outreach in the years 

to come. 

 

I truly believe that our gifts have the greatest impact right here at Birmingham First, and it is the 

primary place for us to give in our family. 

 

As we prayerfully respond to the question, “Lord, where are you calling me to be in my giving,” 

each of us is invited to decide how we might be a part of what God is doing through the 

transformational ministries of this church. I really hope that you understand that your response is 

not about the need of our church to receive your money. In fact, if that is your primary 

motivation, please do not fill out a card. 

 

We’ve sought to make this campaign simply about one thing and one thing only: each of us 

taking the next step in our own spiritual journey and the life of discipleship as it is expressed 

through the sharing and giving of our gifts. The greatest message that is preached today is the 

message of our collective response to God through the offering of our decisions. That’s the 

message that continues to put God’s love into action in our world around us. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://thepastorsworkshop.com/sermon-illustrations-2/sermon-illustrations-stewardship/ . [Randy Alcorn, Money, 

Possessions, and Eternity: A Comprehensive Guide to What the Bible Says about Financial Stewardship, 

Generosity, Materialism, Retirement, Financial Planning, Gambling, Debt, and More, Tyndale Press, 2011.] 
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