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Why Easter Matters 
On Monday morning, I made way up to the second floor at Birmingham First and 

there was quite buzz in the finance office as they were counting the estimates of 

giving that had come in. Stephan, Cathy and Dawn were excited about the number 

of estimates of giving that had come in online as well as in the mail over the 

weekend. Thank you for your prayerful responses to our All We Can campaign.  

It’s not too late for you to turn in your estimate of giving. You can fill it out online 

at https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/annual-giving-commitment-form/ or pick 

up an extra copy at the Welcome Center during our open hours on Tuesday 

through Thursday from 10:00 to noon and 12:30-2:30. I look forward to providing 

you with an update during worship in the coming days. 

Across our campuses this week, we’ll begin our Lenten series, Why Easter Matters, 

based on a study by Andy Stanley. Have you ever found yourself wrestling with God, waiting on God for an answer, or 

just forging ahead because God hasn’t moved with the same timing or pace as you are? Have you ever just tried doing 

life your own way because you couldn’t understand where God was leading? Have you ever tried to haggle with God? 

Have you ever felt a little disconnected from God and others? 

Believe it or not, you’re not alone. Scripture is filled with stories of faithful people who experienced this and so much 

more. During these next four Sundays of Lent, we’ll hear some of their stories as well as the stories of their 

encounters with Jesus. 

One such person was Caiaphas, the high priest. Jesus had the potential to disturb the pax Romana, the Roman peace, 

which was put in place upon the threat of death from the Roman empire. The Romans gave Caiaphas a false sense of 

power as long as he could keep his people from rising up against them. There was only one problem. Jesus came along 

and decided to raise his friend, Lazarus, from the dead. Lazarus’ new life came at a cost for Jesus as resurrections 

threatened the stability of the regime. On Sunday, we’ll explore “The High Cost of Following Christ.” 

Now is the perfect time to come alongside others and join a journey group, a small group of people who will do faith 

and life together with you. Are you looking to grow in your understanding of your faith and to have others pray with 

and for you? Talk with Pastor Rachael or any of our clergy team who are more than willing to help get you connected 

with the right group for you. Better yet, invite a friend to join you as you explore a Lenten discipline with others. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/annual-giving-commitment-form/
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

March 1: Miranda Burnett, Sid Thomas 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Christopher and Chloe Wren and family on the death of 

her grandmother, Blanche Travnik, on February 23. Click here to read her obituary.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Virginia York has been a member of Birmingham First for over 70 years, having 

joined at age 14. She and Tony York were married here, taught Sunday school here, ushered, and baptized both their 

daughters here. Both daughters were also married here. As an avid quilter, Virginia has a large supply of lovely cotton 

fabrics which the family is donating to our Days for Girls project. Virginia is currently in assisted living care and can no 

longer quilt. The church extends its great thanks to Virginia's family for the generous donation of her storeroom of 

quilting fabrics to the First Nurses’ Days for Girls humanitarian project. 

Hall. Worship in the Christian 

Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required 

for each worship venue. If you cannot register online, please leave a 

message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call. Find all our safety 

protocols, what to expect in worship, and a registration link at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

Sermon across all campuses: Why Easter Matters: “The High Cost of 

Following Christ” (John 11:38-50) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving 

memory of Bob Falberg by Carrol Falberg, sons Bruce and Bob, and 

daughter Jan Van Maanen.   

• The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Nora Jay Christenson, 

born February 8 to Jake and Kim Christenson. Proud grandmother is Barbara Baughman.    

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Virtual Coffee Hour….Join us on Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and 

then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-

6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Sunday, March 7 

https://www.modetzfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Blanche--Kathleen-Travnik?obId=20084169&fbclid=IwAR2x2itmn65Ybpn65CwdL6aadI6fPUh983WMxcM4POx2rQFm0UMmWsl2Au8#/obituaryInfo/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
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….that March 7 is Communion Sunday. Communion elements are available to pick up at the 

Welcome Desk during our open hours, Tuesday-Thursday from 10:00 to noon and 12:30-2:30.  

….that we are supporting UMCOR in responding to the winter storm in Texas. Please join us 

in prayer for the areas affected and consider a gift to UMCOR Disaster Response. 100% of your 

donation will go to disaster response. To donate online, go to www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving 

and designate your donation as UMCOR. Or text any dollar amount and the word UMCOR to 

248-368-0033. (Example: XX UMCOR with XX as the donation amount you would like to give). 

Or donate by check payable to Birmingham First or Berkley First and designate as UMCOR. Mail or drop off at the 

church. Help us provide assistance to winter storm victims. 

….that we are sending one more College Care Packet for this school year during the week of March 28. If you or 

your college student changed their address since the last packet mailing in February, please send their new address to 

kporter@fumcbirmingham.org by March 21. Or if you or your student is not on the mailing list, please send their 

information to the above email. If you are at the same address since the February mailing, you do not need to do 

anything; we will use the address we have. Any questions, please email sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

….that we invite you to save the date for the Endowment Dinner on April 30. COVID safety guidelines will be 

followed. Put it on your calendar! 

Did You Know 

All Church Lent Study Begins on Sunday 

Have you ever wondered Why Easter Matters? This is the question we will be 

addressing in each of our worshiping communities in the All-Church Lent Study 

during the month of March. Participate in worship online or in-person on Sundays 

each week in March, then connect with a small group during the week for deeper 

discussion. We will utilize the book Why Easter Matters by Andy Stanley. Books 

are not required for participation in the All-Church Study, as all three preaching 

pastors will be covering the themes in their sermons, and the group leaders have 

been equipped with the study guide and discussion questions. We will look at four Biblical stories of resilience from 

people whose lives intersected Jesus’ life in the weeks leading up to his crucifixion; each had an agenda that put them at 

odds with God and with Jesus. We may find a little bit of ourselves in these accounts as we dig into why Easter 

matters. For the Zoom links or if you have questions, contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org.    

Sundays 8:00-9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)                  

Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Women)                             

Tuesdays 8:15-9:15 p.m. (Open to All)  

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)  

Wednesdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Women)  

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. (Women) 

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. (Women)  

Saturdays 9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

Week One: Take time to reflect on each scripture text this week, ask yourself what it would look like if you could 

more consistently behave based on what you believe. Pray about the things that stick out to you. Record questions that 

you have and can discuss as you gather in one of the Zoom discussion groups.  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
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Hall. Worship in the Christian 

Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Spread the Joy of Reading!  

Birmingham First’s Church and Society Ministry is sponsoring an all-church book drive as 

part of our ongoing support of the Pontiac-based nonprofit Multicultural Family Center 

which provides family-focused support services including health care, substance abuse 

intervention, confronting domestic violence, parenting education, English as a second 

language, pre- and post-natal assistance, and basic life essentials to families in need (food, 

clothing, shelter assistance). The Center has provided us with a list of books they wish to 

provide to their client families to encourage reading in the home. The books are primarily 

for children but there are a few titles for adults. The books are in English or Spanish, and 

some are bilingual. Our goal is to provide the Center with 100 books. Here is how you can 

participate in spreading the joy of reading!  

An Amazon wish list has been created with the titles and quantities of the books the Center desires. The books you 

purchase will be automatically shipped to the Center at 35 W. Huron Street, Suite 100, Pontiac, MI 48342. Please do 

not enter any other shipping address. Amazon will show Centro Multicultural la Familia (Multicultural Family Center) as 

the recipient.  

Note: When shopping for books for the Center please follow these steps: 

• Select a title and add it to your cart. Do not click on “buy now.” 

• Add as many books as you like to your cart. 

• When you have completed your shopping, click on “proceed to checkout.” 

We’re so excited that the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament is back this 

year. That means it’s time again for March Madness for Missions! Selection 

Sunday is March 14, so make sure to sign up to get a bracket or two for our 

annual March Madness for Missions contest. Will you be rooting for the pace-

setting Wolverines this year? The resurgent Spartans? Or perhaps a national 

favorite? It’s fun for the whole family to see who can pick the most teams 

correctly. Who knows, we might be putting your name on the champions 

plaque for 2021! In the end, everybody wins, as your $10 entry donations go to support our missions programs hard at 

work to help so many in need in our communities and around the world in these unpresented times. Email Mark 

Adams at adams400@aol.com and he’ll get you signed up. Auto-pick and donation-only will again be available.  

March Madness for Missions 

Read any of Bill Ritter’s books and you begin to wish you could hear him preach again.  

And now, you can! Bill’s newest book, NUDGING THE HEART...I Meant What I Said From The 

Pulpit is now available as an Audible book on Amazon.  

To get your audiobook on Amazon (paperback and Kindle versions, too), click here.  

The Ritters have made a generous gift to the church in appreciation of our support of this 

project. 

Nudging the Heart Available as Audiobook 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/2TNVKAD9CIOCP?type=wishlist&_encoding=UTF8
mailto:adams400@aol.com
https://www.amazon.com/NUDGING-HEART-Meant-What-Pulpit/dp/B08JVLC184/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30PUI16N3EBHP&dchild=1&keywords=nudging+the+heart&qid=1614439007&sprefix=nudging%2Caps%2C290&sr=8-1


 

Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

                        Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

Let’s Get Social! 
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It would be ‘EGGCELLENT’ if you could support Children and Family 

Ministries to host our first ever Easter Egg Hunt, April 3 on the front lawn!  

Supplies….We request bags of individually wrapped, nut-free candies and 

small toys/trinkets (that fit in plastic eggs). Collection bins are marked by the 

main entrance Welcome Desk and at the CLC doors through March 15. 

Suggestions for candy and trinket donations include plain chocolate pieces, 

mini package gummy bears or fruit snacks, Swedish fish, Smarties, erasers, 

bouncy balls, finger puppets, figurines, etc. We do not need more plastic eggs. 

Volunteers….Many busy bunnies are needed to stuff plastic eggs with candy/trinkets and assist in hosting our first-

ever community Easter Egg Hunt on the Birmingham First front lawn. Please review the available days and time to help 

Children and Family Ministries on our SignUpGenius link. All volunteers must wear a mask. If you have any questions, 

please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Easter Egg Hunt  

Maundy Thursday Worship – April 1 

7:30 p.m.  Livestream 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross – April 2 

12−3 p.m.  Birmingham Front Lawn 

Good Friday Worship – April 2 

6:30 p.m.  Berkley Campus and Livestream 

Easter Egg Hunt – April 3 

10:00 a.m.  Birmingham Front Lawn 

10:00 a.m.  Jaycee Park in Berkley 

Holy Saturday Vigil Concert – April 3 

7:30 p.m.  Birmingham Parking Lot 

Easter Sunday – April 4 

Birmingham Campus  

7:15 a.m.  Outdoor Worship Center 

9:30 a.m.  Parking Lot Worship 

9:30 a.m.  Prerecorded Online Worship 

Berkley Campus 

8:30 a.m.  Outdoor Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Sanctuary Worship and Livestream 

Holy Week Schedule 

Watch Steeple Notes for more information next week. 

 

Palm Sunday Worship – March 28 

9:30 a.m.  Sanctuary and Livestream 

9:30 a.m.  Christian Life Center and Livestream 

10:00 a.m.  Berkley Campus and Livestream 

http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-help
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship (registration required) and Livestream 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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