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Enough for Everyone 
One of my favorite children’s tales growing up was the old European folk tale, 

Stone Soup. In the story, some soldiers are weary as they travel home from war. 

When they come upon a village, all the villagers turn them away, fearful that they 

won’t have enough food for themselves if they host the soldiers in their homes. 

The exhausted soldiers convince them that they could teach the villagers how to 

make soup from stones. One by one, they convince the villagers to share a pot, a 

fire, water, three stones, salt and pepper, vegetables, and even beef to create the 

soup. When they are done, they have enough to share with everyone in the village 

as well as to fill their own stomachs. 

That night, several of the villagers invited the soldiers to stay with them. In Marcia 

Brown’s retelling of the old story, all the villagers came out to see the soldiers on 

their way, saying, “Many thanks for what you have taught us. We shall never go hungry now that we know how to 

make soup from stones.” This is not simply about a recipe for soup, but a story that reminds us that when everyone 

brings what they have to the table, there is enough for all. Stone Soup gets at the heart of Christian generosity for us as 

well, doesn’t it? 

Last week, 316 containers of soup along with 96 restaurant coupons were sold at our Birmingham Campus to help 

provide some meals for families that are struggling with food insecurity. The restaurant coupons will bring business to 

several of our previous restaurant partners in these days. One local restaurant even sent a check to help support our 

hunger ministries. You have brought a community together to witness once again that when we share what we have, 

God’s abundance is “enough” to care for everyone. 

This Sunday is All We Can Sunday where we’ll each offer up our Estimates of Giving as an act of worship across our 

campuses. In our home, Dawn and I have been joining you in praying, “God, what is it that you are calling us to give to 

the ministries of our church in this season?” As we look to Jesus in this season of Lent, we see the one who gives all, 

his entire life, that we might experience God’s love and resurrection life now and eternally. Through the ministries of 

our church, we are sending hope into our communities, addressing food and housing insecurities, tutoring children in 

impoverished communities, and empowering transformation around the globe. At the same time, we’re raising up new 

generations of leaders to share that same witness for the next two hundred years. 

As we gather for worship on Sunday, I’m looking forward to sharing with you what Jesus did when he noticed a widow 

share all that she could at the temple one day. It didn’t look like much to those around, but Jesus noticed something 

greater than what anyone else could see. Join us online or in person to find out more. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

February 16: Miranda Burnett 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Family and friends of M. Lynne Geiger, who died on February 9. 

….David and Catherine Turnbull and family on the death of his mother, Joan Turnbull, on February 11. View her 

obituary at https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/freep/obituary.aspx?pid=197787879. 

….Tom and Nancy McNab and family on the death of his brother, Jimmy McNab, on February 12. View his obituary 

at https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/saginaw/obituary.aspx?pid=197770259. 

….Joyce Roberts and family on the death of her husband, Albert O. Roberts, Jr., on February 18.  

….Tim and Courtney Essenmacher and family on the death of her father, John Roeck, on February 20.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….From the end of last year through the beginning of this new year, I have been 

honored and blessed to have received many personal notes of gratitude and good wishes to mark my 30 years of 

serving as organist at Birmingham First. I hadn’t been keeping count, so was quite surprised by the outpouring. I offer 

back my sincere thanks to all of you and also my gratitude for the privilege of continuing to serve you, the congregation 

of this wonderful church. “Soli Deo Gloria”—to God alone the Glory!  —Doris Hall  

Hall. Worship in the Christian 

Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required 

for each worship venue. If you cannot register online, please leave a 

message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call. Find all our safety 

protocols, what to expect in worship, and a registration link at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

Sermon across all campuses: All We Can: “Give” (Mark 12:41-44) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed with 

gratitude by Joan Benner. 

• The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Gabriel Terry Chea, 

born February 16 to Vichit and Marissa Chea.   

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Virtual Coffee Hour….Join us on Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and 

then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-

6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Sunday, February 28 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/freep/obituary.aspx?pid=197787879
https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/saginaw/obituary.aspx?pid=197770259
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
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All Church Lent Study 

Have you ever wondered Why Easter Matters? This is the question we will be 

addressing in each of our worshiping communities in the All-Church Lent Study 

during the month of March. Participate in worship online or in-person on Sundays 

each week in March, then connect with a small group during the week for deeper 

discussion. We will utilize the book Why Easter Matters by Andy Stanley. Books 

are not required for participation in the All-Church Study, as all three preaching 

pastors will be covering the themes in their sermons, and the group leaders have 

been equipped with the study guide and discussion questions. We will look at four Biblical stories of resilience from 

people whose lives intersected Jesus’ life in the weeks leading up to his crucifixion; each had an agenda that put them at 

odds with God and with Jesus. We may find a little bit of ourselves in these accounts as we dig into why Easter 

matters. For the Zoom links or if you have questions, contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org.    

Sundays 8:00-9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)                  

Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Women)                             

Tuesdays 8:15-9:15 p.m. (Open to All)  

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)  

Wednesdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Women)  

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. (Women)  

Saturdays 9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

….that we are supporting UMCOR in responding to the winter storm in Texas. Please join us 

in prayer for the areas affected and consider a gift to UMCOR Disaster Response. 100% of your 

donation will go to disaster response. To donate online, go to www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving 

and designate your donation as UMCOR. Or text any dollar amount and the word UMCOR to 

248-368-0033. (Example: XX UMCOR with XX as the donation amount you would like to give). 

Or donate by check payable to Birmingham First or Berkley First and designate as UMCOR. 

Mail or drop off at the church. Help us provide assistance to winter storm victims. 

….that our Self-Screening Health Questionnaire has been added to our website. We request that you ask 

yourself these questions before coming to the church. Click here for a pdf of the questionnaire.  

Did You Know 

All-call for cotton print fabrics! Please donate your scraps (anything 9”x15” and larger) to our wonderful mission 

making feminine hygiene kits for impoverished women and girls worldwide. Your First Nurses team and many others in 

the congregation are busy sewing every day for this worthy cause (Days for Girls). Please help us defray our costs by 

donating spare fabrics you may have on hand. Drop off at the church during open hours or to Buff Cummings. Contact 

Buff at buff.cummings@gmail.com with questions or for her address. 

Fabric Needed for Days for Girls 

Join Children and Family Ministries on Saturday, February 27 from 12:00-1:30 

p.m. on the front lawn of Birmingham First to build snowmen and enjoy 

socially-distanced fellowship with hot cocoa. Bring supplies to decorate your 

snowman, like rocks, sticks, a carrot, old socks, etc... and say a prayer for 

more snow! We will gather to connect with you in-person around a firepit if 

Mother Nature doesn’t provide snow. Hope to see you on February 27!  

Snowmen and Hot Cocoa Event 

mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/17125146/Self-Screening-Questions-Updated-February-2021.pdf
mailto:buff.cummings@gmail.com


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship (registration required) and Livestream 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

Page 4 February 24, 2021 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

