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Last week, as winter storms were hitting all across the United States, an old meme went viral on 

social media once more. It read, “Southerners are urged not to travel unless necessary as snow, 

ice, and blizzards approach. Northerners…you’ll need your big coat.”  

 

On Ash Wednesday, following a couple of days of snow, several of us stood outside from 3:00-

7:00 p.m. passing out soup for Empty Bowls/Empty Seats, imposing ashes, sharing prayer and 

communion, and passing out Lenten packets for adults, children, students, and families. Our 

always-creative children, student, and family ministries team had a fire going after the first hour 

and a half. Our hearts and our bodies stayed warm as we made our rotations in and out of the 

building. It’s always good to be prepared and we were able to pivot when the weather came upon 

us last week. 

 

A few who came through commented how before the storms had started, they had gone out to 

grab a few necessities and noticed that the stores were fairly well stocked. It was as if, during the 

pandemic, many were already prepared to stay inside during these months. 

 

On the other hand, we heard from Dawn’s aunt and uncle who live just outside of Houston. 

They, along with many others, lost power during the storms early last week. Their home was 

very cold for a couple of nights. Her aunt thought early on and filled a bathtub with water, but 

wasn’t sure if their pipes might freeze at some point. They were able to get somewhere warm 

with some friends one afternoon. Thankfully, their power was restored within a couple of days 

and their water supply was never affected. 

 

Yet, when she went out to the grocery store to pick up some necessities, the shelves were 

absolutely bare. Everyone stocked up on everything that they could find in their uncertainty and 

fear. Her aunt said that it was almost like the feelings that most of us had around a year ago as 

the pandemic began and people stocked up on everything. 

 

Do you remember those early days? Toilet paper, water, and basic necessities were all gone as 

people began hoarding so much, fearful that they wouldn’t have enough. When word got out that 

there was toilet paper somewhere, everyone stocked up quickly. Stores began to issue limits on 
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quantities of high demand items. Some still do. When you saw something on the shelves, you 

bought as much as you could because it might not be there when you needed it. Those shortages 

lasted well into the summer. For many in Texas these days, the experience is the same once 

more. 

 

Last week, we began our generosity series entitled All We Can as we discussed how, while 

earning all that we can, we’re encouraged to manage our money and possessions wisely so as to 

not be controlled by debt or by our possessions. 

 

Today, as we enter this second sermon in our generosity series, a message entitled All We Can: 

“Save” in our contemporary consumer hoarding culture seems a little counterintuitive. We’ve got 

the idea of getting and holding onto what we can right now…at least when it comes to toilet 

paper, disinfectants, hand sanitizer, water, and whatever else we might need in a winter weather 

crisis in the middle of a pandemic. 

 

John Wesley, the Anglican priest and founder of the Methodist movement, lived in a time in 

English history where he witnessed some of the greatest disparities between those who had 

wealth and those who were poor. Experiencing his father’s struggle with debt, he knew the 

importance not only of working hard to earn a living, but also to avoid frivolous expenditures.  

When he encouraged early Methodists to save all they could, he wasn’t inviting them to join a 

hoarding mentality of monetary wealth or resources. 

 

Rather, he encouraged them to live within their means. This is an important lesson for all of us.  

Living within our means requires us to learn contentment rather than aspiring to keep up with 

those around us. He said, “Having gained all you can, by honest wisdom and unwearied 

diligence, the second rule of Christian prudence is, ‘Save all you can.’ Do not throw the precious 

talent into the sea: Leave that folly to heathen philosophers. Do not throw it away in idle 

expenses, which is just the same as throwing it into the sea. Expend no part of it merely to gratify 

the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eye, or the pride of life.”1 

 

In other words, live with “enough.” But what’s enough for us? 

 

Last year, as the pandemic began, I remember being frustrated at times when all of the chicken, 

or toilet paper, or distilled water was sold out at the store. Not knowing much about COVID at 

the time and trying to be cautious ourselves because of risk factors that are in our family, we 

often picked up our groceries or had them delivered. Sometimes it took a couple of weeks before 

we could get our order in. And when we did, they might not have had what we needed. 

 

On the other hand, when they didn’t have what we ordered, we realized that it wasn’t like we 

didn’t have enough. Throughout that time, we always had enough food. Sometimes we had to 

make a meal plan adjustment, but we had enough. Realizing this empowered us to share more 

with those who did not. We were able to live more generously. When I had toilet paper, I offered 

it to others knowing that there would be enough when I had need. With enough, we were able to 

share more generously financially to help others who had needs. 

 



3 

 

For Wesley, saving all we can begins with learning to be content, avoiding spending money on 

the material things that we don’t need. Frugality is not the same as hoarding. Hoarding is based 

in our fear of not having enough. Saving all we can invites us to think about what’s most 

important in our lives. 

 

In our scripture lesson this morning, Pharaoh has had a couple of difficult dreams. He has turned 

to all of his leading counsels and no one can help him. Finally, someone tells him about Joseph, 

who is locked up in the dungeon. Joseph seems to have the ability to interpret dreams. 

 

When Joseph hears about Pharaoh’s dreams, he realizes that God is speaking to Pharaoh and 

warning him to think about the future. There are going to be seven years of great harvests. 

Following that, however, there are lean years of famine coming. He tells Pharaoh to invest in the 

future. “Eat well now, but don’t let anything go to waste. Build some storehouses to plan for the 

future.” Pharaoh does just that and when the seven years of famine come, all of Egypt has what 

they need because they’ve invested together in their future. 

 

Saving helps us to think about the future into which God is leading us together. Last fall, as we 

experienced some savings in our program areas and staffing, learning how to do ministry 

differently, we invested in a new lighting and video system for our online worship experiences.  

This has improved our capabilities dramatically. Yes, I know that you still experience moments 

online when we have a hiccup. Thanks for letting us know about those so that we can address 

them. Matt works at every one that you share with him. 

 

That being said, last week, as I stood outside greeting people and sharing ashes with them on 

Wednesday, I met Andrea. Andrea and her son, Ian, live in Southfield and they have become 

active, watching our online worship services at Birmingham First. She shared with me that 

worshiping online with us, she has felt as if she is a part of our church community and this is 

their faith home. Andrea, this is your church home and we’re blessed to have you as a part of our 

family of faith at Birmingham First. With you, I can’t wait for the day when we’re all able to 

gather and celebrate together again. It was so good to visit with you on Wednesday. 

 

Two hundred years ago, in 1821, some folks gathered in Birmingham, which at the time was 

called “Piety Hill,” in Willit’s Tavern. They gathered in a tavern, the very place where they 

found people in this town to come together. They invested themselves in a future that they 

couldn’t see in a time before Michigan was even a state. They never knew that we’d be going 

through a pandemic 200 years later, but they believed that God was bigger than any difficulties 

they may ever face. And they invested their resources in what God might do here in “Piety Hill,” 

in a bar, in what would become Birmingham. 

 

Now, 200 years later, we’re still committed to going where the people are and sharing God’s 

great love. As Christians, we join Joseph in helping others to see God’s abundance and God’s 

goodness come to fulfillment when we join others in Saving All We Can that God may be 

glorified in our generosity for the world around us. 

 

 
1 http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-50-the-use-of-money/ 


