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God-Sized Dreams 
When I was very young, my grandparents set up a savings account for each of their 

grandchildren at a local credit union. They worked hard and would put a little in 

our account each month. I, too, could make a deposit, but I was not able to make a 

withdrawal until I turned 18. They wanted me to use it for college or my first car. 

I’m forever grateful that they helped me to think beyond the present moment. 

As I reflect upon this past year, I’m excited about the investments that we’ve made 

in refining our online worship and discipleship capabilities. I would not have guessed 

a year ago that we would have moved so fast to upgrade video technologies across 

our campuses as well as upgraded lighting in the Sanctuary. We have heard from so 

many who have connected with us for worship in these days. We’ve even had 

members join us after worshipping with us or connecting with one of our online 

journey groups. Currently, we’re preparing for an investment for hybrid journey groups that will allow groups to meet 

online and in-person in the months ahead. 

On Christmas Eve, we had an amazing worship service in our parking lot at our Birmingham First campus. Who would 

have guessed that our cars would have become our sanctuary? This week, as we prepare to begin our Lenten journey 

towards Easter, we’re planning a variety of drive-in parking lot, plaza, front lawn, Outdoor Worship Center, online, and 

Sanctuary Holy Week and Easter celebrations that allow us to gather safely and in ways that are meaningful. Imagine an 

Easter procession that the community can see with brass and other instrumentalists heard around the block. We’ll lead 

our communities to the joy of resurrection. 

This week, families are receiving Lenten and Easter packets to help their children join in the journey. Others are 

picking up soup to support our hunger ministries. Our missions and hunger teams are looking at how we can address 

food insecurities that have increased tremendously in these days. They’re talking with mission partners in Pontiac about 

needs and how we might be a greater presence in meeting those needs in that community. Could you imagine how 

much love we might share in Jesus’ name if we had a regular, faithful presence feeding hungry people on a daily basis in 

an area where people are struggling most? At the same time, others are working to address critical health needs of our 

sister congregation in Cuba. We’re transforming lives here and around the world. 

God-sized dreams become possible when we open ourselves to where God is leading us. Just wait until you hear on 

Sunday how God spoke to Pharaoh in a dream and used Joseph to help him invest in a future for the people of Egypt! I 

look forward to dreaming and worshipping with you. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, February 16: Miranda Burnett, Al Roberts 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

February 8: Mike Gorman, Kathy Heichel 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Gary and Kelly Foxworth and family on the death of her 

sister, Marlene Gismondi, on February 4.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Judy Burkland and famly on the death of her husband, Ted, 

on February 16.  

Hall. Worship in the Christian 

Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship. Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required 

for each worship venue. Each week, registration begins on Tuesday at 9:00 

a.m. and ends on Friday at midnight. If you cannot register online, or if you 

register and then find you cannot attend, please leave a message at 248-646-

1200 and someone will return your call. Find all our safety protocols, what to 

expect in worship, and a registration link at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

Sermon across all campuses: All We Can: “Save” (Genesis 41:25-36) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by 

Suzanne Kuecken in loving memory of Bryant Ewing. 

• The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett and Rich Teets, celebrating their 39th wedding anniversary.  

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Virtual Coffee Hour….Join us on Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and 

then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-

6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Sunday, February 21 

The Birmingham Campus now has “open hours” on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

and from 12:30-2:30 p.m. We are closed for lunch from 12:00-12:30 p.m. All “business” will still be done at the 

Welcome Desk. Come to the main entrance off the back parking lot and press the buzzer for entry. Face coverings 

and physical distancing are required. The Sanctuary is also open for prayer/meditation during these hours.  

Expanded Open Hours  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
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Ash Wednesday Worship will be offered online only. Join us as we begin our 

Lenten journey via livestream at 9:00 a.m. or watch on our website later that day 

with others or on your own. Pastor Elbert will be preaching “The Fast We 

Choose” based on Isaiah 58. You can even drive thru our Stations of Lent to 

receive the mark of ashes from 3:00-7:00 p.m. The worship link will be added to 

our website homepage on that day. 

Due to the cold weather, Stations of Lent will be a drive thru 

experience for the whole church family. Join us in the main parking lot of the 

Birmingham Campus on February 17 between 3:00 and 7:00 p.m. to receive 

communion and ashes and gather resources for growing your faith in the season 

of Lent. Children and Family Ministries, Student Ministries, and Adult Discipleship 

will all be present with gifts for you for the Lenten season.   

Empty Bowls/Empty Seats….The Empty Bowls program on Ash Wednesday 

has been a tradition at Birmingham First for many years. Don’t forget to pick up 

your pre-ordered soup today. We thank you for helping us feed the hungry and 

support our restaurant partners. Enjoy your soup! 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

Online Worship 

All Church Lent Study 
Have you ever wondered Why Easter Matters? This is the question we will be 

addressing in each of our worshiping communities in the All-Church Lent Study 

during the month of March. Participate in worship online or in-person on Sundays 

each week in March, then connect with a small group during the week for deeper 

discussion. We will utilize the book Why Easter Matters by Andy Stanley. Books 

are not required for participation in the All-Church Study, as all three preaching 

pastors will be covering the themes in their sermons, and the group leaders have 

been equipped with the study guide and discussion questions. We will look at four Biblical stories of resilience from 

people whose lives intersected Jesus’ life in the weeks leading up to his crucifixion; each had an agenda that put them at 

odds with God and with Jesus. We may find a little bit of ourselves in these accounts as we dig into why Easter 

matters. If you have questions, contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org.    

Sundays 8:00-9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)                  

Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Women)                             

Tuesdays 8:15-9:15 p.m. (Open to All)  

Wednesday s6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)  

Wednesdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Women)  

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. (Women) [contact Pastor Rachael for 

link] 

Saturdays 9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85999682583?pwd=M3FLWlgxcURMZitkMTNheXcwQXZ1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/759290920?pwd=Q3VzRnJkS2tVcmMvZ2tydWthU0JkUT09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81591319520?pwd=RGJVc0RaRm4yMG1RMUd0SnluVm03QT09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84002515472?pwd=cUpwTm9RYVRkMkN4OHRnanREUEtMdz09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/831779048?pwd=RERON0tvZW5RSmlUdkpqS3JaSi8zZz09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88453674183?pwd=RC9FRHppb25qcExoOGZUK0tjZzQ4dz09/
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F96300106992%3Fpwd%3DN2x4MEM0YUEwZVVTOXgvZzg0QXRCUT09&data=04%7C01%7Crdunlap%40fumcbirmingham.org%7C4a2045145306498d547208d8b11ddca1%7C785fdee1e461474797f783bfdb3f04e2%7C0%7C0%257
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….that we send a huge thank you to all the donors and those who tried to donate at our 

Blood Drive on February 10. We collected 66 pints of blood to help almost 200 patients in 

our community hospitals. Our next blood drive is April 21, and you can sign up at 

fumc.birmingham.org/blood-drive. We are making a difference in our community! 

….that the Altar Flowers are available next Sunday, February 28. Cost: $60. Please contact 

Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121 for more information.  

….that our Phased Reopening Plan has been updated. Click here to find it on our website.  

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. For the week of February 

24, the Voice of Hope message will be recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “Two Great Leaders.” To listen, call 

248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

Did You Know 

Your contributions to the Home Fires Fund support all of the programs of the church by caring for our facilities. 

Together they allow us to plan and complete needed maintenance and physical upgrades across our campuses at 

Birmingham and Berkley First. You have supported the projects below and more through your pledges to the Home 

Fires Fund:  

Memorial Garden work (2016)  

Preschool air conditioning units (2017)  

Parsonage fence replacement (2018)  

CLC lighting upgrades (2019)  

Sanctuary LED lighting upgrades (2020)  

Total cost of the projects above: $52,400! 

When replacing items and making improvements to our church facilities, commercial grade materials that meet 

stringent code requirements are needed. Whenever your Trustees spend these funds, they do so with the utmost care. 

Thank you! Your support of the Home Fires Fund make all these and more possible.  

A Home Fires Note from Your Trustees 

What could this seemingly random collection of letters have to do with discipleship? 

The answer is this: If you own a traditional IRA and are 70 1/2 or older, you may be 

eligible to use your IRA to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to 

Birmingham First. Your gift to Birmingham First will:    

• not be included in your taxable income.   

• may satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year.   

• reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions.   

• help us to gather, nurture, and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and 

mission.   

Making a Qualified Charitable Distribution is easy to do. Your IRA administrator will assist you in making a distribution 

directly from your IRA to Birmingham First. Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, would be 

pleased to speak with you about how this and other planned giving opportunities might help you deepen your 

discipleship commitment. Contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947.  

IRA, RMD and QCD 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/phased-reopening/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
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It would be ‘EGGCELLENT’ if you could support Children and Family 

Ministries to host our first ever Easter Egg Hunt, April 3 on the front 

lawn! We request bags of individually wrapped, nut-free candies, small toys/

trinkets (that fit in plastic eggs), and packages of new plastic eggs. Collection 

bins are marked by the main entrance Welcome Desk and at the CLC doors 

through March 15. Suggestions for candy and trinket donations include plain 

chocolate pieces, mini package gummy bears or fruit snacks, Swedish fish, 

Smarties, erasers, bouncy balls, finger puppets, figurines, etc. Thank you so much!  

Easter Egg Hunt Supplies Requested  

Baptisms 

We are still offering baptisms! Baptisms are done privately by Pastor Elbert for 

one family at a time on the second Sunday morning of the month in the 

Sanctuary (not during in-person worship). Families are invited to have up to 25 

people in attendance, with masks and social distancing in place. The baptisms 

are then shown during online Sanctuary Worship on the third Sunday of the 

month. We are now scheduling baptisms for March 14, April 11 and May 9. 

For more information or to schedule a baptism, please contact Janet Smylie at 

office@fumcbirmingahm.org or leave a message at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

Join Children and Family Ministries on Saturday, February 27 from 12:00-1:30 

p.m. on the front lawn of Birmingham First to build snowmen and enjoy 

socially-distanced fellowship with hot cocoa. Bring supplies to decorate your 

snowman, like rocks, sticks, a carrot, old socks, etc... and say a prayer for 

more snow! We will gather to connect with you in-person around a firepit if 

Mother Nature doesn’t provide snow. Hope to see you on February 27!  

Snowmen and Hot Cocoa Event 

Our First Nurses want you to know the facts about COVID-19 mRNA vaccines: 

• mRNA vaccines cannot give you COVID-19.  

• mRNA vaccines do not use the live virus that causes COVID-19. They do not affect or interact with our DNA in 

any way.  

• mRNA never enters the nucleus of the cell, which is where our DNA (genetic material) is stored. 

• The cell breaks down and gets rid of the mRNA soon after it is finished using the instructions. 

mRNA vaccines are new, but not unknown. Researchers have been studying and working with mRNA vaccines 

for decades. mRNA Vaccines have been studied before for flu, Zika, rabies and cytomegalovirus. As soon as the 

necessary information about the virus that causes COVID-19 was available, scientists began designing the mRNA 

instructions for the cells to build the unique spike protein into an mRNA vaccine. Beyond vaccines, cancer research has 

used mRNA to trigger the immune system to target specific cancer cells. (Source: CDC.gov) 

Facts About COVID-19 Vaccines 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship (registration required) and Livestream 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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