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Getting Honest 
A dear friend of mine was the daughter of a former school district superintendent 

in a small town in the Upper Peninsula. In small towns, everyone knows everyone, 

especially those in positions of authority in the community. He would tell his 

children as they were growing up, “Whatever you decide to do while you’re out 

with your friends, don’t ever do anything that would make me want to avoid 

walking down Main Street.” She would laugh as she remembered how those words 

challenged her. 

Another friend tells her son each day when he goes to school, “Make good 

choices.” That feels like a more positive approach to me. When Dawn and I lived in 

small towns, we hosted five exchange students. We always told them that 

whatever choices they made, good or poor, we’d find out about them. News 

travels fast in rural towns, especially when you’re the first call on the church prayer chain. We simply asked them to be 

honest with us so we could celebrate achievements or move in better directions. 

One week from today, we’ll begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday (February 17). Lent is a time for us to begin 

a forty-day journey (not including Sundays) towards our Easter celebrations of new life. It starts as we get honest with 

ourselves and God in the dirt, dust, and ashes of the earth from which we were created. 

This year, we’ll livestream an Ash Wednesday service at 9:00 a.m. which you can watch together online at that time or 

throughout the day when you have a moment. We also invite you to make a reservation to stop by the parking lot at 

our Birmingham Campus between 3:00 and 7:00 p.m. to encounter our Stations of Lent as we begin this journey with 

ashes, communion, packets for families, mission opportunities, prayer and more. You can even pick up your 

preordered Empty Bowls/Empty Seats soup to support local ministries that are feeding others. The deadline to order 

soup is Thursday, February 11. 

Lent is the perfect time for us to consider spiritual disciplines like Bible study, prayer, fasting, service, worship, 

witnessing, generosity, and so much more that enrich our lives and fill us as we share more love in the world around 

us. This Sunday, we’re preparing for the season as we begin our annual generosity campaign. As we consider anew 

God’s work in our lives, we’re asking ourselves, “What is God calling me to give to support the ministries of the 

church this year?” that we might shine God’s light and love for those who need love most in these days. 

Before we share about giving at the end of the month, however, this week we’re talking about “earning.” We’ll listen 

anew to a story of Jesus that still leaves us scratching our heads to this day. This preacher is still trying to find a Biblical 

scholar that has a good explanation of the passage. Maybe you can help me figure it out this year as we begin with “All 

We Can Earn.” I can’t wait to worship with you soon! 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050848acae2fa1f49-stations
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/empty-bowls/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/empty-bowls/
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, February 8: Ted Burkland, Miranda Burnett, Mike Gorman, Kathy Heichel 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Fran Bentlage, who died on 

January 29. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Carol Michel and family on the death of her father, 

Richard “Dick” Michel, on February 6. A memorial service will be held at a later date.  

Hall. Worship in the Christian 

Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship is offered at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 10:00 a.m. All services will also be livestreamed for 

online worship.  

Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required for each worship 

venue. Each week, registration begins on Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. and ends on 

Friday at midnight. If you cannot register online, or if you register and then find 

you cannot attend, please leave a message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call. Find all our safety 

protocols, what to expect in worship, and a registration link at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship.  

Sermon across all campuses: All We Can: “Earn” (Luke 16:1-11) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by 

Carol, Jim, Bonnie (Fisk) and Lynn (Rodd) in remembrance of the wedding 

anniversary of their parents and long-time members, Bob and Clara Hermann, who were married on February 14, 

1948. 

• The Rosebud on that altar announces the birth of Gideon Edward Lagrou, born January 30 to Rich and Ashley 

Lagrou. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Virtual Coffee Hour….Join us on Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and 

then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-

6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Sunday, February 14 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
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Ash Wednesday Worship will be offered online only. Join us as we begin 

our Lenten journey via livestream at 9:00 a.m. or watch on our website later 

that day with others or on your own. Pastor Elbert will be preaching “The Fast 

We Choose” based on Isaiah 58. You can even drive by at our Stations of Lent 

(outdoors) to receive the mark of ashes from 3:00-7:00 p.m. The worship link 

will be added to our website homepage on that day. 

Stations of Lent is an interactive experience for the whole church family. Join 

us on the plaza near the main entrance of the Birmingham Campus on February 

17 for an outdoor, socially-distanced event for all people. Click here to select a 

time between 3:00 and 7:00 p.m. for your household to participate. The 

Imposition of Ashes will be offered by our pastors on the back of your hand to 

maintain a healthy distance. Other stations will include offerings for children, 

students and adults to gather resources for observing Lent, with other stations 

for Holy Communion and prayer. There will be an opportunity to participate in 

a hands-on mission experience, a labyrinth will be available for prayer, and everyone will be invited to leave their 

fingerprint on a poster created especially for this event. Ashes will also be available via drive-thru during this event. 

Empty Bowls/Empty Seats….The Empty Bowls program on Ash 

Wednesday has been a tradition at Birmingham First for many years. The event 

will happen again this year but in a much different format. Restaurants will 

participate in a different way, as well.  

This year, the event is named Empty Bowls/Empty Seats. Typically, local 

restaurants have donated soup which is served at the church. Since restaurants 

are struggling financially, it did not seem right to ask them for donations at this 

time, and a big indoor supper gathering was not going to happen. So the soup is going to be purchased and packaged 

into take-home containers that will include a baguette for people to do a drive-through, contactless pick up on Ash 

Wednesday. A pint is $5 and a quart is $10 with the choice of six soups. All orders are being done on a pre-

order basis with a deadline of Thursday, February 11. 

For an extra $5 donation, you will receive a coupon for a free bowl of soup with the purchase of a meal at participating 

local restaurants who supported this event in the past. There will be empty seats inside the church that evening and 

the restaurants have empty seats, hence the name for this year: Empty Bowls/Empty Seats. Participating restaurants 

include Brady’s, Café Muse, Commonwealth Café, Dick O’Dow’s, Eddie Merlots, Greek Islands, Lily’s Seafood Grill, 

Market North End, Salvatore Scallopini, and Simply Good Kitchen.  

100% of the proceeds will be used to fight hunger. In previous years, through donations and various fundraisers, 

Birmingham First has donated over $40,000 annually toward organizations that provide food to help fight hunger. Mark 

your calendars and order a soup dinner for a great cause. 

More information and an order form are available at fumcbirmingham.org/empty-bowls. If you do not have online 

access, pre-order forms are available at the main entrance Welcome Desk, Tuesday-Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. 

Payment with check or exact cash only.  

If you would like to assist with soup packaging on February 16 or with pick up on February 17, please volunteer at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-empty4. 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

Online Worship 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050848acae2fa1f49-stations
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/empty-bowls/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-empty4
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….that the Altar Flowers are available on February 28. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie 

at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121 for more information.  

….that our Phased Reopening Plan has been updated. Click here to find it on our website.  

….that February 14 is the second Sunday of the month, designated as Hunger Sunday which 

benefits local food providers feeding the hungry. Please consider donating online at 

fumcbirmingham.org/giving or mailing a check to the church noted “Hunger.” 

….that Desert Sisters will return to the shores of Lake Michigan for our annual retreat, September 21-24. We invite 

you to save the dates and watch for more information in late winter/early spring. We hope you are able to join us!  

Did You Know 

Birmingham Campus “open hours” are expanding. Starting Tuesday, February 16, we will be open: 

Tuesday through Thursday  

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

12:30-2:30 p.m. 

We will be closed for lunch from 12:00-12:30 p.m.  

All “business” will still be done at the Welcome Center desk. Come to the main entrance off the back parking lot and 

press the buzzer for entry. Face coverings and physical distancing are required. The Sanctuary is also open for prayer/

meditation during these hours.  

Expanded Open Hours Begin February 16 

All Church Lent Study 

Have you ever wondered Why Easter Matters? This is the question we will 

be addressing in each of our worshiping communities in the All-Church Lent 

Study during the month of March. Participate in worship online or in-person on 

Sundays each week in March, then connect with a small group during the week 

for deeper discussion. We will utilize the book Why Easter Matters by Andy 

Stanley. Books are not required for participation in the All-Church Study, as all 

three preaching pastors will be covering the themes in their sermons, and the 

group leaders have been equipped with the study guide and discussion questions. We will look at four Biblical stories 

of resilience from people whose lives intersected Jesus’ life in the weeks leading up to his crucifixion; each had an 

agenda that put them at odds with God and with Jesus. We may find a little bit of ourselves in these accounts as we dig 

into why Easter matters. If you have questions, contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org.    

Sundays 8:00-9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)                  

Tuesdays 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Women)                             

Tuesdays 8:15-9:15 p.m. (Open to All)  

Wednesday s6:30-7:30 a.m. (Men)  

Wednesdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. (Women)  

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. (Women) [contact Pastor Rachael for 

link] 

Saturdays 9:00 a.m. (Open to All)  

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/phased-reopening/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85999682583?pwd=M3FLWlgxcURMZitkMTNheXcwQXZ1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/759290920?pwd=Q3VzRnJkS2tVcmMvZ2tydWthU0JkUT09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81591319520?pwd=RGJVc0RaRm4yMG1RMUd0SnluVm03QT09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84002515472?pwd=cUpwTm9RYVRkMkN4OHRnanREUEtMdz09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/831779048?pwd=RERON0tvZW5RSmlUdkpqS3JaSi8zZz09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88453674183?pwd=RC9FRHppb25qcExoOGZUK0tjZzQ4dz09/
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F96300106992%3Fpwd%3DN2x4MEM0YUEwZVVTOXgvZzg0QXRCUT09&data=04%7C01%7Crdunlap%40fumcbirmingham.org%7C4a2045145306498d547208d8b11ddca1%7C785fdee1e461474797f783bfdb3f04e2%7C0%7C0%257
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Baptisms 

We are still offering baptisms! Baptisms are done privately by Pastor Elbert for 

one family at a time on the second Sunday morning of the month in the 

Sanctuary (not during in-person worship). Families are invited to have up to 25 

people in attendance, with masks and social distancing in place. The baptisms 

are then shown during online Sanctuary Worship on the third Sunday of the 

month. We are now scheduling baptisms for March 14, April 11 and May 9. 

For more information or to schedule a baptism, please contact Janet Smylie at 

office@fumcbirmingahm.org or leave a message at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

Join Children and Family Ministries on Saturday, February 27 from 12:00-1:30 

p.m. on the front lawn of Birmingham First to build snowmen and enjoy 

socially-distanced fellowship with hot cocoa. Bring supplies to decorate your 

snowman, like rocks, sticks, a carrot, old socks, etc... and say a prayer for 

more snow! We will gather to connect with you in-person around a firepit if 

Mother Nature doesn’t provide snow. Hope to see you on February 27!  

Snowmen and Hot Cocoa Event 

Volunteers are needed to host stations at our Ash Wednesday Stations of 

Lent event and to deliver Lenten Family Faith Formation Packets, You can help  

host our Stations of Lent table on Ash Wednesday, or volunteer to pick-up a 

bundle of 7-10 Easter pails on February 18-19 for home deliveries. Each driver 

will be assigned families who live in a local, common area. Pails may be left at 

front doors without contact and are to be delivered by Sunday, February 

21. Sign up by February 14 at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-217. Contact Kim Bowyer with further questions at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.   

Volunteers Needed! 

StreeThreads Thanks 

Heads, hands and hearts have been warmed by your overwhelming response 

to NOAH’s request for hats, gloves and scarves! We thank you for caring 

about our neighbors in Detroit and filling nearly four large bins with 112 hats, 

72 pairs of gloves and 19 scarves. The Valiquetts delivered these items to 

Central UMC on Tuesday, February 9, along with bag lunches for 300 folks. 

They also took 50 decorated activity bags with useful items inside, lovingly 

created by our middle and high school youth. Whether you donated food, 

clothing, or your time to make sandwiches, please know the mission of 

StreeThreads could not happen without each of you. We are deeply grateful! 

      —Merry Beth, Jim, and Sue 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-217
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-217
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Indoor Worship (registration required) and Livestream 

Watch the livestream at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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