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Our sermon series this month is focused on Dynasty: Strong Women of Jesus’ Lineage. The 

women of our series are the names of the women listed in Jesus’ lineage. Listed, yet we gloss 

over them, not realizing the significance of their place in the family line of Jesus. The Bible does 

tend to have a patrilineal focus, so when a woman is mentioned, she holds great importance in 

the overarching story of God’s grace. The Bible is deeply interested in religious matters, and so 

there are times when we must rely on other scholarly works to puzzle piece the complex culture 

of the day, especially surrounding the daily ongoings of the women in ancient times.  

These women are noteworthy because they are atypical. They are characters who are among the 

most memorable players in scripture. Through their unfailing faith, desire for justice, and their 

loyalty, we are guided to the grace of God in the person of Christ Jesus.  

Today’s scripture passage directs our attention to Rahab. She has been an interesting woman for 

me to get to know. Though there is not a quantitative amount written about her, we are given a 

glimpse of the depth of her faith in God. Rahab’s story is multi-faceted; allusions to Eve are seen 

through her as she is coined as the mother of Israel and its beginning in Canaan. Inference to 

Moses’ birth and the midwives are found in the way she hides the spies, just as Moses was 

hidden in the reeds. As the Israelites adorned their doors with the red blood of the lamb, Rahab’s 

home was given the mark of salvation by the red cord. Through the line of her children and 

grandchildren, gentiles—like you and me, individuals who are not of Jewish descent—were 

grafted into the people of God by faith. Rahab looked at fear in the face and had faith that God 

would protect her and her household, and God blessed her.  

In college, I planned to get my degree, become a speech pathologist, and teach. I received a 

“call” into ministry about a month before finishing my bachelor’s degree. For me, it was a 

sudden feeling that I was not supposed to do what I was doing. In the face of fear and 

uncertainty, I called my mom. The first thing she said was, “You better graduate!” After 

reassuring her that was my plan, she continued to encourage me and point out that I was filled 

with joy while working at camp. So, I spent some time wondering.  

“Figuring it out,” I moved to Michigan, pursued a career shift, and worked in camp ministry. At 

one camp I was able to be a part of their discipleship program and gain great experience in 
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what it means to “do life together,” growing and learning more deeply who Christ is and 

applying those things to life. At that point, I did not think a woman could be a pastor. But there 

was a yearning in my heart for more; a yearning to be a pastor was present. Over time, I 

discerned that it was time to step in faith with the call God placed on my heart.  

It is here that I get to participate in the life of the church, implementing my experiences and 

training while building into the church. I must be about encouraging, teaching, and building into 

others that they may hear the gospel more effectively. As the Pastor of Adult Discipleship, I 

desire that everyone would grow in their discipleship journey, that you would step out in a place 

of fear and vulnerability, and in faith trust that God is with you.  

It is not always easy to stand in the face of fear and move in faith. This past week, a dozen 

people gathered via Zoom for a small group leader training that I led. These are individuals who 

stepped forward to explore what they are wired for in the life of the church. As these individuals 

grow and learn where God is calling them, I am excited to be a part of their journey. When we 

share our experiences and our understanding of who God is with another person, we are engaged 

in discipleship. Doing life together and getting through the messy stuff together is what I love 

about being a Christian.  

When I am discerning if something is God’s will, I tend to rely on a sense of peace in my heart. I 

gain this peace through prayer, speaking with people I trust, reading scripture, and through a 

series of opening and closing of doors. Even though I am certain of my call and the direction I 

am going for my career, I still get swayed by fear and anxiety. 

When I am exhausted and feeling like I am doing all the things in my power; when I am 

distracted and lose sight of God, fear hides in the shadow, desiring to surprise and overtake me. 

When our hearts are aligned with God’s, we are better equipped to respond in faith rather than 

react with fear. When we prioritize time with God through worship, studying God’s word and 

prayer, God will lay on our heart wisdom and knowledge.  

God is in the vision-casting business. Recorded in the lines of scripture, we know that God spoke 

to the people of Israel, sharing God’s dream of the promised land with them, creating covenant 

with God’s people, guiding, leading, teaching, supporting them, saving them. The people of 

Israel escaped the stronghold of slavery and were brought to the land flowing with milk and 

honey, just as was promised. They saw and experienced God doing mighty things. Incredible 

miracles took place. But, when the Israelites saw who they had to conquer—the giant 

Canaanites—in order to inhabit the land God promised, they got scared. Even though God had 

brought them success every time before.  

Because of their lack of faith in God, the promise was taken away from an entire generation. For 

forty years the people of Israel wandered in the desert in fear and doubt of God’s mighty power.  

Meanwhile, the people in the surrounding regions heard of the mighty acts of the God of the 

Israelites and they trembled with fear, waiting and watching what the God of Israel would do for 

God’s people next. A whole generation passed sharing tales of the Israelites and all that took 

place with Pharaoh and his army at the Red Sea, and the victorious battles they were in. These 
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stories compounded fear and trepidation especially for the people of Jericho. For forty years they 

waited and watched the Israelites wander, wondering when they would be attacked. 

Fear is a natural emotion when we feel a threat of harm, real or imagined. The spirit of fear is 

tormenting and can be crippling. We often act out of fear when our basic needs are threatened. 

Fear can set in through many avenues: fear of criticism, fear of poverty, fear of old age, fear of a 

pandemic, fear of failure, fear of offending others, fear of looking foolish. Even fear of success 

can be overwhelming.  

God spoke to Joshua (Moses’ assistant), telling him to proceed and cross the Jordan, to be strong 

and courageous and not be frightened or dismayed, for God was with him.  

For forty years the Israelites wandered in fear. Now it was time to set that fear aside. As you 

meditate on truth, your mind will be renewed. When the lies of the enemy come your way, they 

will have no power over you because you will be standing on truth. Joshua was tasked with 

breaking the power the spirit of fear had over the people of Israel. He knew the law that God had 

given to Moses and meditated on it and the promises and miracles of God. He had seen the 

promised land with his own eyes before.   

Immediately, Joshua shared the vision of God with his officers, reminding them of the promises 

of God, also telling them to be strong and courageous. Their first stop was the ancient city of 

Jericho. Jericho was a small but prominent city, located over a natural spring, with huge walls 

once used to guard against floodwaters and doubled as strategic defensive barriers. Jericho had 

had two walls protecting the city, 20-30 feet thick. Homes and businesses were built in between 

these walls under the archer points around the city.  

The vision was clear, the people empowered. Most of all they trusted in the vision cast by God, 

and they were ready to fulfill the command of God to go to the promised land once and for all. I 

believe the Israelites were filled with the energy of God’s Spirit moving in and through them. 

That energy comes from faith in God.  

Joshua sent two spies to scope out the city. They landed at Rahab’s place. Rahab was a 

successful businesswoman, a modern woman in ancient Palestine. She was potentially an 

Amorite of Egyptian descent, given the makeup of her name. She was the landlady of a wayside 

tavern—a kind of brothel of the time, a place particularly for men—where information was often 

shared and easily obtained. The Bible notes three different times that she was a harlot. 

Her house was set with a view of the city but also positioned to spot future customers. A place 

for a lustful reprieve, her business was located between the city walls and afforded the officials 

the ability to see who was coming and going. Her roof was flat, where she could set out 

vegetation and could spin flax into linen thread. For the spies, location was key.  

Rahab’s shrewd business skills were not put to waste. She knew that the Israelites had come for 

the purpose to secure the details of the city so that they could lay conquest. Quickly debating the 

pros and cons of housing the spies, she hid them on the roof with the flax. Flax is a plant that 

produces seeds for grain and is considered a superfood today. The fibers of the flax plant are 

used to create linen cloth. Some scholars think that Rahab wove her linen cloth as a side hustle.  
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At any rate, when the Israelite spies entered Rahab’s place and she discovered who they were, 

she hid them where the flax was retting, on her roof. The king was notified about the spies, and 

Rahab was questioned. Luckily, the guards were not that great at hide and seek. If they had found 

out the men were being housed by her, it could have meant sudden death for Rahab and the spies. 

At that moment, Rahab chose to trust in the God of the Israelites. Her fear of the king was 

diminished by the might of God.  

Rahab knew the history of the God of the Israelites. Perhaps she had family in some of the other 

regions the Israelites had already conquered. She probably played out the scenarios in her head 

and each worst case was death, so she opted for the chance and hope for a new life for her and 

her family with the Israelites. When she had the chance, she sought favor from the spies and a 

promise of protection for her household. Rahab was acting as a matriarch, seeking protection for 

her household. We know that the spies complied, instructing her to place a scarlet cord out her 

window as a sign of protection. One of the spies later married her and they had a son named 

Boaz. Rahab is remembered more for her faith than for her immorality. 

We are nearing the one-year mark for this pandemic; it is no surprise the levels of fear we have 

all experienced and continue to live into. Rahab was concerned for her family. God was, too. 

That is why he sent his Son to create a new covenant with his people, guiding, leading, teaching, 

supporting them, and saving them and all who believe. 

In those moments of life where we are faced with the intensity of fear and anxiety, we can be like 

Rahab. Pausing for a minute to think through the panic of the moment, breathing deep, 

investigating the root of that fear, imagining the worst, and finding a place of hope for the future. 

Rahab was a woman of great faith. She trusted that the spies would keep their word and that she 

and her household would be saved.  

As it turns out, she made a great choice. As I said a little bit ago, she became the mother of Boaz. 

As we learned a couple of weeks ago, it was Boaz who married Ruth. I am sure Rahab’s 

character and faith in God influenced the person Boaz came to be. Scripture does not give us 

many details about this strong woman in the lineage of Jesus, but what it does share is the faith 

of a woman who saw that through faith in God, there is salvation.  

If it were not for the fear and faith of Rahab the harlot, we would not have the opportunity to 

know God intimately. Through Rahab’s actions of love poured out, the Spirit of God moved. 

God did not need Rahab, but God used Rahab’s faith to bring about blessings. God continues to 

use people on the fringe to do mighty things for God’s glory. He came on behalf of sinners, 

himself being born of sinners, that he might destroy the sins of all! 

I encourage you to step out in faith, to do the things God is calling you to do. Even when we are 

afraid, God is with us by the spirit of faith.  

 


