
Volume 80, Issue 4 January 27, 2021 

Fear or Faith? 
My husband and I have made a game of startling one another. Since the day we met, it 

has been something we do. A ‘good one’ gets the whole family laughing and poking 

fun. The kids even give a sneaky surprise now and then.  

One time on a very dark night, Zack hid under the bed. As I was preparing to crawl 

in, he grabbed my leg and whispered, “Rachael”—let’s just say Alfred Hitchcock would 

have been pleased with the reaction I gave. My scream came from the depths of my 

soul and was only quieted by the conjoined laughter…of my husband. This kind of fear 

is not real, there was no danger, and so I did join in on the laughter. It was a good 

one.  

Fear is a natural emotion when we feel threat of harm, real or imagined. The spirit of 

fear is tormenting and can be crippling. We often act out of fear when our basic needs 

are threatened. Fear can set in through many avenues: fear of criticism, fear of 

poverty, fear of old age, fear of pandemic, fear of failure, fear of offending others, fear of looking foolish, even fear of 

success can be overwhelming.  

This Sunday we are going to examine and be inspired by the life of Rahab to discover more about this strong woman of 

Jesus’ lineage. In the face of fear, she chose faith.   

Peace,  

Rev. Rachael Dunlap 

Indoor Worship is on hold until February 7. Please join us for online worship. 

Sermon across all campuses: Dynasty: Strong Women of Jesus’ Lineage: 

“Rahab” (Joshua 2:2-14) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Rachael Dunlap  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Linda 

Immers in loving memory of her daughter, Jennifer Lynn Immers. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Sunday, January 31 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance
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College care packets will be sent the week of February 8. Due to the ever-changing school 

arrangements, please send the address for you or your student to Karen Porter at 

kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. If it is the same as in the fall, please send a quick email 

indicating that. If you would like to make a donation to the packets, contact Sue Smith at 

sue.smith@beachcom.net. Addresses should be received by January 31. Packet delivery cannot be 

guaranteed for addresses received after this date. 

College Care Packets 

Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

January 25: Ted Burkland, Miranda Burnett  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Dan and Sharon Ulep and family on the death of her 

father, John Alderman Whitman III, on January 19. Click here to view his obituary.  

Virtual Coffee Hour Returns! Join us this Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others with 

whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on Zoom! To 

participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, Passcode: 

012440).To join by telephone, dial one of the following numbers and then enter the 

Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do so: 312-626-6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Virtual Coffee Hour 

Children’s Choirs and SPARK Resume January 28 

Children ages 3 through 5th grade, join us for an afternoon of joyful, yet socially distanced music making, Bible stories, 

and recreation. We will return to weekly indoor and in-person rehearsals on Thursday, January 28. All participants 

must wear a mask, have a medical release form on file, and new families need to complete a Family Registration 

form. The SPARK after-school ministry that supports the choir program has a 4:00 p.m. drop-off and 5:30 p.m. pick-up 

at the Birmingham First campus. Children’s choirs and rehearsal times are as follows: 

• Cherub Choir is for preschoolers (3 and 4 year olds) from 4:55-5:25 p.m. 

• Sonshine Choir is for JK, Kindergarten and 1st graders from 4:15-4:50 p.m. 

• Disciple Choir is for 2nd and 3rd graders from 4:15-5:00 p.m. 

• Covenant Choir is for 4th and 5th graders from 4:15-5:00 p.m. 

mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://www.wswfh.com/obituaries/John-Alderman-Whitman-III?obId=19765413
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/21141030/FAMILY-REGISTRATION-FORM-2020-2021.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/21141030/FAMILY-REGISTRATION-FORM-2020-2021.pdf
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Ash Wednesday Worship will be offered online only and will be available on our website to watch at any time that 

day. More information will be provided next week.  

Stations of Lent is an interactive experience for the whole church family with different stations on the plaza. Watch 

for more information next week.  

Empty Bowls/Empty Seats….The Empty Bowls program on Ash 

Wednesday has been a tradition at Birmingham First for many years. The event 

will happen again this year but in a much different format. Restaurants will 

participate in a different way, as well.  

This year, the event is named Empty Bowls/Empty Seats. Typically, local 

restaurants have donated soup which is served at the church. Since restaurants 

are struggling financially, it did not seem right to ask them for donations at this 

time, and a big indoor supper gathering was not going to happen. So the soup is going to be purchased and packaged 

into take-home containers that will include a baguette for people to do a drive-through, contactless pick up on Ash 

Wednesday. A pint is $5 and a quart is $10 with the choice of six soups. All orders are being done on a pre-order 

basis with a deadline of Thursday, February 11. 

For an extra $5 donation, you will receive a coupon for a free bowl of soup with the purchase of a meal at participating 

local restaurants who supported this event in the past. There will be empty seats inside the church that evening and 

the restaurants have empty seats, hence the name for this year: Empty Bowls/Empty Seats.  

100% of the proceeds will be used to fight hunger. In previous years, through donations and various fundraisers, 

Birmingham First has donated over $40,000 annually toward organizations that provide food to help fight hunger. Mark 

your calendars and order a soup dinner for a great cause. 

More information and an order form are available at fumcbirmingham.org/empty-bowls. If you would like to assist with 

soup packaging on February 16 or with pick up on February 17, please volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080a4eada822a46-empty4. 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 

We are happy to welcome the following new members who were recently received into our church family. We hope  

they will form warm friendships and find their place in the work of Birmingham and Berkley First.  

October 2020 

Tom Henderson and Susan Waun 

Wayne and Kate Sweeney 

Chad and Chrissy Campbell 

November 2020 

 Larry and Carol Frankland Ron and Tiffany Montgomery 

  Christy Glick Susan Pomroy 

 Daniel and Amber Gress Christopher Wilson and Emily Page 

December 2020 

Diane Mancinelli 

Welcome, New Members! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/empty-bowls/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-empty4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4eada822a46-empty4
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We are excited to once again offer indoor worship beginning February 7. We have plans in place to make this a 

meaningful and safe experience for all who attend. We look forward to welcoming you in worship! 

Birmingham Campus: 9:30 a.m. 

 Worship in the Sanctuary with overflow simulcast in Fellowship Hall and 

livestream 

 Worship in the Christian Life Center and livestream 

Berkley Campus: 10:00 a.m. 

 Worship in the Sanctuary and livestream (go to www.berkleyfirst.org for 

details) 

Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required for each worship venue. Each week, registration begins 

on Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. and ends on Friday at midnight. If you cannot register online, or if you register and then find 

you cannot attend, please leave a message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call. Registration for February 7 

begins on Tuesday, February 2 on our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship. 

Please observe our safety protocols: 

• Properly-worn face masks (covering nose and mouth) are required at all times for everyone aged two and older. If 

you are unable to wear a mask, it is most appropriate to worship online. 

• Social distancing is required.  

• Plan to arrive with time to be checked in for attendance and have your temperature taken with a no-touch 

thermometer. If your temperature is 100.4 degrees or above, you will be asked to return home. Please do not 

come to the church if you are feeling ill in any way. 

• Restrooms are for emergency use only, limited to one person at a time. 

• Please take your coat/jacket into worship with you. Hangers will be removed from the coat racks. 

• There is no coffee hour. Upon arrival and dismissal, please do not congregate in the hallways or Fellowship Hall. 

What to Expect in Worship: 

• Seating will be by family group as directed by the ushers from the front of the worship space to the rear. Seats 

will be socially distanced. Ushers will indicate your designated seat. This procedure ensures that nobody will walk 

past someone who is already seated. 

• Children and youth will worship with their parents. Activity packets will be available for children. We are not 

offering nursery care or Sunday School at this time. 

• Worship will not include congregational singing or spoken responses. 

• Dismissal will be directed by the ushers from the rear to the front of the worship space.  

Indoor Worship Resumes February 7 

 

Join our Facebook page (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

                        Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

Let’s Get Social! 

http://www.berkleyfirst.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship
http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/


Give Blood on February 10 

Spread love and donate blood! We are continuing to be the church as we host 

another blood drive on Wednesday, February 10 from 12:30-7:00 p.m. in the 

CLC. Antibody testing will be done on all successful donations. CDC safety 

standards will be followed and properly worn masks are required. If you 

donated at our last drive in December, you are eligible to give again.  

COVID Vaccine Deferral: There is a 48-hour deferral for those who 

received the COVID vaccine. It’s 48 hours post vaccine before you are eligible to donate blood, whether it was the 

first or second dose; both require the 48-hour waiting period.  

Click here to schedule your appointment or contact Sue Smith at 248-730-3040 or sue.smith@beachcom.net.  
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100+ Homemade Cards Needed 

Help Children and Family Ministries make homemade “thinking of you” cards 

for college student care packages and homebound members of our church. 

Make a unique card at home using crayons, markers, paint, stickers, or anything 

at your disposal, along with a short, thoughtful message inside the card and 

your name. Please include the child’s age, if applicable. All cards will either be 

mailed in the February college care packets or delivered by Caring Ministries. 

Homemade cards will be collected through January 31 in a labeled plastic bin 

outside the CLC doors and in the Berkley pavilion. Thank you!  

StreeThreads: Warm Hearts 

In partnership with The NOAH Project, StreeThreads ministers to the poor 

and homeless of Detroit. StreeThreads is collecting gloves and hats for adult 

men at The NOAH Project. Donations can be placed in the bin outside of the 

Christian Life Center entrance at Birmingham First before February 8. There is 

also a bin inside the main entrance. For more information, contact Sue Walters 

at ssuewalters@hotmail.com. 

Family First 

When asked to consider a legacy gift, some people feel that including the church in 

one’s estate plan may conflict with a desire to care for one’s family. The decisions we 

make regarding how our assets are to be used in life and in death are a statement of 

our values. Making a planned gift to Birmingham First and to other charities we value 

offers an important witness to those who survive us and is thus an incredible legacy to 

leave them. Moreover, there are strategies for planned giving that may make a planned 

gift to Birmingham First a decision that provides financial as well as faithful benefits to 

your family. For more information on planned giving, please contact the Rev. Shawn 

Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, at 734-717-8947 or slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org. 

https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/135891
https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/135891
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
mailto:ssuewalters@hotmail.com
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Online Worship Only 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

