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What Unites Us? 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized  

by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water,  

he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;  

with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:9-11, NRSV) 

The Sunday after Epiphany is celebrated as Baptism of the Lord Sunday. On this 

day, we remember that Jesus leads us into the waters of baptism. Rising from 

those waters, we celebrate God’s claim on our lives as “beloved;” children of 

God, created in God’s very image. I cannot help but to hear these words each 

and every time I have the opportunity to celebrate this sacrament. It is our 

identity as children of God that binds us to one another. Only together do we 

best represent the beauty of the fullness of God’s image and love for our world. 

Following the events of last week in the Capitol, perhaps now more than ever we are rediscovering our need for one 

another and the dangers of dehumanizing others. Certainly, there is more that unites us than that which could ever 

divide us when we see God’s image in the eyes of our friends and those with whom we are struggling. 

This week, across our campuses we are beginning a new sermon series entitled Dynasty: Strong Women of Jesus’ Lineage. 

Following the stories of Christmas and Epiphany, we’ll be sharing some of the stories of the strong women of faith that 

are listed in Jesus’ family tree. You may know some of their stories from Sunday School, while others you may not have 

heard. Each of their stories, however, points the way to Jesus and helps us to understand the beautiful diversity of our 

faith. 

As we welcome a young baby in the waters of baptism in the Sanctuary this Sunday, we’ll hear the story of Ruth and 

her mother-in-law, Naomi. Could it be that these two women have something to share with us about our need for one 

another in this day? I can’t wait to share more with you this week as we worship and celebrate together. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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….that each Wednesday during January at 3:30 p.m., you are invited to join Rev. Rachael 

Dunlap for a mid-week time of prayer. Join via Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/84806823415?pwd=Q09sdFQwZklMaHducUVtSk9rclI5Zz09. 

….that free copies of the January/February Upper Room devotional booklets are 

available inside the main entrance. Come to the church during our open hours, Tuesday-

Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on February 14 and 28. Cost: $60. Please contact 

Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121 for more information or to reserve a date.  

….that the 2021 Officiary lists everyone who will serve on a committee this year. You can find it on our website 

under the Resources tab (link corrected): https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/ 

….that you can contribute to Birmingham and Berkley First by credit card or from your checking or savings 

account through our website: www.fumcbirmingham.org. Just follow the link for “Giving” at the top of the home page 

to make one-time or recurring donations. 

….that in order to keep our records up to date, we need to hear from you! We cannot change addresses, phone 

numbers, names or e-mails without your help. If you have adult children with an address other than yours, we need to 

know that, too. Please help us keep current by sharing new information. Call the church at 248-646-1200 or contact 

Karen Porter at kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. 

….that Redford Brightmoor Initiative thanks you for your recent donations. However, their shelves are now 

overflowing and they cannot accept anything else at this time.  

Did You Know 

Indoor Worship is on hold. Please join us for online worship. 

Sermon across all campuses: Dynasty: Strong Women of Jesus’ Lineage: 

“Ruth” (Ruth 1:14-20) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Rev. Elbert Dulworth  

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Jack 

and Janet Smylie in honor of her mother, Mary Jeane Gasbare, who will 

celebrate her 96th birthday on January 30. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Rev. Susie Hierholzer  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Rev. Zack Dunlap  

Virtual Coffee Hour Returns! Join us this Sunday at 10:15 a.m. for informal 

conversation and fellowship! Say hello to friends from church. Meet others 

with whom you share faith. Build community. Join us for virtual coffee hour on 

Zoom! To participate, click here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81144467807?

pwd=MzJvSmpla3ZvVzJGcEZrazZTV1lodz09 (Meeting ID: 811 4446 7807, 

Passcode: 012440).To join by telephone, you may dial one of the following 

numbers and then enter the Meeting ID and Passcode when prompted to do 

so: 312-626-6799 or 929-205-6099. 

Sunday, January 17 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84806823415?pwd=Q09sdFQwZklMaHducUVtSk9rclI5Zz09
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Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

January 11: Ron Aten, Ted Burkland, Miranda Burnett, John Gorham  

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday, 

January 4: Shelly Kinney 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Dianne Hilborn, who died on 

January 10. Arrangements are pending.  

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Our congratulations are shared with the 

family of Kesiana Ekanem Omamie Oyovbaire following her baptism on January 10.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….I’m expressing deep gratitude for all the heart-warming attention and sympathy to 

me on the loss of my loving wife, Suzi Davis. The cards, the poinsettia, the cookies, and the human touch of calls and 

visits from clergy are appreciated more than I can express in words. We’ve been members of Birmingham First for 60 

years, and absolutely love the warmth and people of our church. —Richard Davis  
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If you are interested in leading, teaching or facilitating a small group,  Journey Group, or Bible study, join Pastor 

Rachael for the leader training class. There is no cost. She will provide you with training supplies to help get you 

started. The training will take place via Zoom on Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m. RSVP to Rachael at 

rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org by January 15 to get your materials and the Zoom link for the class.  

Small Group Leader Training 

College care packets will be sent the week of February 8. Due to the ever-changing school 

arrangements, please send the address for you or your student to Karen Porter at 

kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. If it is the same as in the fall, please send a quick email 

indicating that. If you would like to make a donation to the packets, contact Sue Smith at 

sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

Addresses should be received by January 31. Packet delivery cannot be guaranteed for 

addresses received after this date. 

College Care Packets 

The Birmingham Campus is “open” on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon. All business is 

done at the Welcome Center desk right inside the main entrance; the church office is closed. Come to the main 

entrance off the back parking lot and press the buzzer for entry. Face coverings and physical distancing are required.  

The Sanctuary is also open for prayer/meditation during these hours.  

The church is closed for the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday on Monday, January 18. Phone messages and emails may 

not be returned until Tuesday. If you have an emergency that requires a pastor, you can call the church office to get 

the pastor-on-call phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage you to use this 

number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need urgent pastoral care on 

the holiday, and during weekend and evening hours. 

Birmingham Campus Schedule 

mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
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You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham and Berkley First. Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on E-mail Subscriptions under the Resources tab. It’s easy to sign up, and you can 

unsubscribe at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

• Church News—Steeple Notes weekly newsletter, videos and other church announcements 

• Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

• Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

• High School newsletter 

• Middle School Newsletter 

• Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

• Berkley First Newsletter 

• 20s and 30s Newsletter 

• Daily Devotion (seasonal devotions) 

Let’s Stay in Touch! 

Snowmen and Hot Cocoa Event....Join Children and Family Ministries this 

Saturday, January 16, from 12:00-1:30 p.m. on the front lawn of Birmingham 

First to build snowmen and enjoy socially distanced fellowship with hot cocoa! 

Bring supplies to decorate your snowman, like rocks, sticks, a carrot, old socks, 

etc.—and say a prayer for more snow! We will gather to connect with you in 

person around a firepit if Mother Nature doesn’t provide snow. This event is 

open to all. Hope to see you on Saturday! 

BE THE LIGHT Family Mission Toolkits are available for pick-up outside 

the CLC doors and at the Berkley pavilion. These bags include fun, kid-friendly 

activities, supplies and instructions to share joy and spread hope to others this 

winter in active ways. Toolkits are available for pick-up in outdoor bins all 

month. You can be the light of Jesus by sharing homemade cards, sending 

“thinking of you” notes with cocoa packets or a candy cane heart craft, or 

shoveling someone’s snow or building them a snowman...just a few ways we 

show others they matter. 

100+ Homemade Cards are Needed! Help Children and Family Ministries 

make homemade “thinking of you” cards for college student care packages and 

homebound members of our church. Make a unique card at home using 

crayons, markers, paint, stickers, or anything at your disposal, along with a 

short, thoughtful message inside the card and your name. Please include the 

child’s age, if applicable. All cards will either be mailed in the February college 

care packets or delivered by Caring Ministries. Homemade cards will be 

collected through January 31 in a labeled plastic bin outside the CLC doors and 

in the Berkley pavilion. Thank you!  

Children’s Ministry Activities for All Ages 
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Beneficiary Designations 

A beneficiary designation is one of the simplest ways to make a planned gift to 

Birmingham First. Retirement plans, IRAs, life insurance, donor advised funds, and 

commercial annuities distribute assets based on beneficiary forms, making beneficiary 

designations an effective and easy way for you to leave a legacy. With a simple form, 

you can update your beneficiary designations, specify the individuals and charities you 

want to support, and specify the percentage of your assets you want each beneficiary 

to receive. 

Designating Birmingham First as a beneficiary is a simple and easy to use method for 

leaving a legacy of faithfulness. For more information on planned giving, please contact the Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, 

Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. 

Give Blood on February 10 

Spread love and donate blood! We are continuing to be the church as we host 

another blood drive on Wednesday, February 10 from 12:30-7:00 p.m. in the 

CLC. Antibody testing will be done on all successful donations. CDC safety 

standards will be followed and properly worn masks are required. If you 

donated at our last drive in December, you are eligible to give again. Click here 

to schedule your appointment or contact Sue Smith at 248-730-3040 or 

sue.smith@beachcom.net.  

Now that the holidays are over, everyone has forgotten the organizations that 

received lots of donations in December. But not Hunger and Missions! We are 

joining together again to do a food/supply drive for local organizations. This 

congregation provided great support last year, and the needs have never been 

greater. 

Please drop the following items in the bins outside the CLC entrance from 

Sunday, January 17 through Sunday January 24: 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, tissues 

• Fresh fruits and vegetables (drop off January 23-24) 

• Cleaning supplies – disinfecting wipes and solutions, hand/dish/laundry soap, Ajax, kitchen and shower cleaners 

• Gloves, masks, gowns 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) 

• Soft drinks and snacks (chips, pretzels, cookies) 

• Instant regular coffee 

• Non-perishable food such as canned goods, cereal, and particularly children’s food like mac n’ cheese, peanut 

butter, soup, Goldfish 

• Personal care items like feminine products, pull-ups 

• Plastic bins WITH LIDS, used or new 

If you can help with sorting on January 24 or distribution on January 25, please respond to Laura Dickerson using the 

Signup Genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44a5aa2da46-food. 

Food/Supply Drive: January 17-24 
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We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Online Worship Only 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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