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Thanksgiving 2020 

Thanksgiving is going to be different this year. 

My “normal” Thanksgiving routine begins early in the morning, with the Turkey Trot 

in downtown Detroit. There is nothing like the energy of 20,000 runners at 7:00 a.m. 

on Thanksgiving Day! After the run is the parade. Attending the Detroit Thanksgiving 

Day Parade is a family tradition that goes back generations. This year: No Turkey 

Trot. No parade. Thanksgiving is going to be different this year. 

There will be a long walk (plantar fasciitis is limiting my running for now). I will watch 

the television broadcast of the Detroit Thanksgiving Day Parade, which is still 

occurring without an audience lining Woodward Avenue. Though the number 

physically present around the table will be smaller than in other years, we will feast. 

Our table will be expanded virtually with those not physically present joining our feast via Zoom.  

And we will give thanks. We will give thanks. 

Thanksgiving is going to be different this year. That is certain. Whether different is better or worse is up to us. We can 

decide whether we assign value to difference or whether we experience it as simply different. We can decide whether 

we focus on what we are missing or that which we have.   

Romans 8:38-39 is foundational in my faith: 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus. 

Regardless of the number who gather, or where or how, God will be present. There is nothing able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus. With fewer guests physically present at your table this year—the result of 

pandemic precautions, illness, or even death—I encourage you to set a place at an empty chair. Let the empty chair and 

place setting remind you that Love is present, that God is with you. Always. 

We are never alone. At all times and in all circumstances, God is present. Giving thanks is possible.* Always.   

Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Shawn 

* Note: We are called to give thanks in all circumstances, not for all circumstances. For more on this important 

distinction, join us online for the Sanctuary sermon this Sunday.    
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Our Church Family 

….that during the week of Thanksgiving, our Welcome Desk will only be staffed on 

Tuesday, November 24 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. It will not be staffed and there will not 

be access to the Birmingham Campus building on Wednesday, November 25. In addition, the 

church is closed and staff is not working on Thanksgiving or the Friday following. In case of an 

emergency that requires a pastor, you may call the pastor-on-call at 248-408-0038.  

….that that you can support our church while Christmas shopping online! If you shop 

through Amazon Smile you can designate the church to receive 0.5% of your purchase. 

Just visit smile.amazon.com, log into your Amazon account as you normally would, choose 

First United Methodist Church of Birmingham as your charity, and start shopping. It's that easy! The church will receive 

a quarterly donation from Amazon that represents their percentage of your purchases.  

Did You Know 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

November 16: Todd Menig  

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

November 9: Amy Allen, Bob Hegel  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Family and friends of Ramona McMaken, who died on November 11. A private service is being planned. View her 

obituary here.  

….Diana Ruprich and family on the death of her husband, Frank, on November 12. His funeral was held on Monday; 

click here to view the service. His obituary can be found here.   

….Heather and Andy Schueler and Kerry and Scott Charnesky and families on the death of their father, Gary 

Whitney, on November 12. His funeral will take place in South Dakota on November 18. View his obituary here. 

….Steve and Tammy Packard and family on the death of his uncle, Stanley William Packard, Jr. (Bill), on November 12. 

A memorial service will be held in the spring. View his obituary here.  

….Family and friends of Florence Harvey, who died on November 15.  

Due to increasing COVID-19 infections and the Bishop’s latest 

recommendation, Indoor Worship is on hold until the beginning of the year. 

Please join us for online worship. 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Enough is Enough: “Thanksgiving 2020?” – Rev. 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin (I Thessalonians 5:16-28) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in 

loving memory of David Merrifield by the Hufford and Merrifield families.   

CLC Worship (9:30): We Can: “Give” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (2 Corinthians 8:10-12 NIV) 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): “Giving Thanks” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 

Sunday, November 22 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.lynchandsonsclawson.com/obituaries/Ramona-McMaken?obId=18967907#/obituaryInfo/
https://vimeo.com/478988564/57b7da2f82/
https://www.lynchandsonsclawson.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=18945174#/obituaryInfo
https://www.feigumfh.com/obituary/gary-whitney/
https://www.heeney-sundquist.com/obituary/stanley-packard-jr-bill/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/live-stream-attendance
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You are invited to join a conversation with Diana Butler Bass, award winning 

author of Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. Diana will be 

joining us twice: on Saturday, November 21 at 10:00 a.m., and on Sunday, 

November 22 at 7:00 p.m. Both conversations will be virtual and last about 

ninety minutes. In each conversation, Diana will explore the theological theme 

of gratitude through scripture, respond to questions, and suggest both 

individual and corporate gratitude practices. 

Reserve your spot today to attend one of these sessions! Register here or send an email to Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 

slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org. The Zoom meeting ID and passcode will be sent with your reservation 

confirmation.    

“Feasting on Thanks” - A Conversation with Diana Butler Bass 

Blood Drive: December 8 

We are continuing to be the church as we host another community blood 

drive on Tuesday, December 8 from 12:30–7:00 p.m. in the Christian Life 

Center. If you donated at the October drive at our church, you are eligible to 

donate again. Since the start of the pandemic, thousands of blood drives have 

been cancelled since a lot of businesses are working from home. The need for 

blood is still very much there. 

Please click here to sign up online, or call Sue Smith at 248-730-3040. 

COVID antibody testing will be performed on all successful donations. CDC safety standards will be followed and 

properly worn masks are required. Find more information on our website at https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-

drive/. 

Give blood. Give life. 

You are invited to a virtual Thanksgiving! If you will be dining alone this 

Thanksgiving, please join others on Zoom at 2:00 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day. Set 

your table with a turkey dinner and your Zoom technology to share blessings 

and conversation with your Birmingham and Berkley First friends.  

Join the Zoom Meeting at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89688720252?

pwd=Z1k0RmFXMHR1RUJQQWJwWTVrV2J0QT09 

Meeting ID: 896 8872 0252 

Passcode: 260432 

May your Thanksgiving be filled with peace, love and happiness. Questions may be directed to Mary Feldmaier at 

mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Connect With Others on Thanksgiving 

http://dianabutlerbass.com/about/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=44989&profileId=2998/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/134681/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89688720252?pwd=Z1k0RmFXMHR1RUJQQWJwWTVrV2J0QT09/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89688720252?pwd=Z1k0RmFXMHR1RUJQQWJwWTVrV2J0QT09/
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Christmas is going to feel different for all of us this year; some might even call it an 

“almost Christmas.” Looking through the lens of John Wesley’s famous sermon 

“Almost Christian,” we will discover how to move from almost to altogether peace, 

hope, love, and joy this Christmas season. Pick up a copy of Almost Christmas: A 

Wesleyan Advent Experience by Magrey deVega, Ingrid McIntyre, April Casperson, 

and Matt Rawle to read on your own—or better yet, join one of the many study 

groups that will be reading it together this Advent. You can use the Small Group 

Locator tool on our website to find a group (keyword “Advent”) or contact Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Books can be ordered here (cost: $17) and then can be picked up at the Birmingham 

First Welcome Desk on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. and at the Berkley First Front Desk on Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Accompanying videos are available at no cost through Amplify Media. Go to https://

my.amplifymedia.com/birminghamandberkleyfirstbir/welcome and enter code 

DKNBHM. Once you set up your free account, search for “Almost Christmas” to find the videos.  

All Church Advent Study 

Advent by Candlelight has been re-imagined this year as a video experience 

that will bring all the inspiration of the season directly to your 

home! Premiering on Tuesday, December 1, there will be multiple options to 

participate as a community in this annual tradition. We invite you to consider 

hosting a small group in your home and decorating your table and enjoying 

dessert together after the program.  

To sign up to host in your home, use the SignUp Genius Hostess Link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent1  

There also will be a virtual event via Zoom that you can attend. To sign up for the group Zoom event, use the Group 

Zoom Link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent2  

The video will remain available on the church website throughout the Advent Season. We invite you to watch with 

your family and friends. The United Methodist Women are proud to continue this tradition for our church 

community. We hope you will plan to make this a part of your holiday tradition!  

Advent by Candlelight: “The Work of Christmas Begins” 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=44992&profileId=3001/
https://my.amplifymedia.com/birminghamandberkleyfirstbir/welcome
https://my.amplifymedia.com/birminghamandberkleyfirstbir/welcome
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent1/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent2/
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The Heralds of Christmas in LIGHTS 
A typical December features the choirs of Birmingham First heralding in 

Christmas with their voices raised in song to a packed Sanctuary. This year, we 

plan to herald in Christmas in a different way. Imagine: our front lawn turned 

into the greatest display of Christmas lights Birmingham has ever seen! Our 

magnificent trees glowing with lights, themed villages of lighting displays spread 

over our lawn, photo stops for families to snap pictures…the light of Christ 

glowing on our front lawn for all to see and recordings of our choirs playing 

for all to hear!  

The whole community will be invited to come and walk through our lighted wonderland, hear our choirs sing, and 

experience the joy of this season. There will be plenty of ways for you to help in the coming weeks, but one of the first 

things you can do is help to supply some of the lights and display elements. We’ve created a registry on Amazon for 

many of the supplies we need…think of it as a baby registry to welcome Jesus! Click here to select the items you’d like 

to supply, and purchase them. They will be delivered straight to the church for us to use. Check back frequently—new 

items added all week! Questions? Contact Casey Proch at cproch@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Christmas may be different this year, but our Sanctuary will look the same! We 

are still planning for poinsettias during Advent and the Poinsettia Tree on 

Christmas Eve. Cost is $22.50 each. Tax-deductible contributions towards 

poinsettias in memory or honor of a loved one may be placed in one of three 

ways: 

• Click here to order and pay online. 

• Mail the information to the church (memory or honor, name of honoree, 

donor name, address, phone), attention Janet Smylie, along with a check 

made payable to Birmingham First. 

• Contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200. She can take your information then you 

can mail a check to the church. 

Orders must be received by Monday, December 14 to be included with Steeple Notes on Wednesday, 

December 16. If you have any questions, contact Janet. 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary 

First Kids Preschool is hosting a new fundraiser program for the 2020-2021 

school year. TinkerTots is a local business supporting local school programs, 

and the fundraising program is simple. The school will receive 20% ($7) of 

every box sold to support educational opportunities for our program. 

TinkerTots boxes are filled with developmentally appropriate, engaging 

activities with all the materials you need and easy to follow instructions to keep those little hands busy at a moment’s 

notice! Boxes can be viewed and ordered at tinkertotsboxes.com/collections/fundraiser. Box prices are $35-$50. 

Please include First Kids Preschool’s name, your name, and Birmingham First (in the classroom space) at check out. 

Orders may be picked up at the Welcome Desk on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, December 15-17, from 10 a.m.-

12:00 p.m. TinkerTots boxes are great gifts for Christmas, birthdays and anytime! 

Preschool TinkerTots Fundraiser 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/OFYDJ36ADCM1/guest-view
mailto:cproch@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/500d1661-09eb-4d25-9a87-ecaa29d7d05b
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://tinkertotsboxes.com/collections/fundraiser/
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Every year, Methodist Children’s Home Society brings the spirit of the 

Christmas season to nearly 250 children. In this difficult year, help make this 

possible again by adopting a foster child’s Christmas Wish List. Birmingham 

First has played a significant role in fulfilling Christmas wishes. Due to COVID-

19, we have changed the process.  

To receive a Wish List for a child you can sponsor, contact Kathryn 

Woodstock at kwoodstock@mchsmi.org or 313-531-9969. Each list includes 

five items, ranging in cost from $5 to $50. You may purchase one or more gifts to be donated by December 2. Please 

contact Nancy Overman (248-646-5360) or Connie Pelton (248-219-2520, phone or text) to arrange for the 

unwrapped gifts to be picked up, or with any further questions.  

Although shopping for a specific child reduces the work to be done at MCHS, monetary donations toward purchasing 

Wish List items are an option this year. Donations may be made here, directly at the Children’s Home website. Please 

write “foster children” in the “In Honor of” box. Checks may also be mailed to Methodist Children’s Home Society, 

Attn: Development, 26645 W. Six Mile Rd., Redford Twp., MI 48240. Please write “Gifts for Foster Youth” in the 

memo. Thank you for showing God’s love to these precious children!  

Christmas Gifts for Foster Children 

Cass Christmas Store….To keep everyone safe, things are going to look 

different this year for the Cass Christmas Store. They will still be providing 

gifts and essentials for children affiliated with Cass programs, and parents will 

have the opportunity to provide input and wrap their children’s gifts. But 

rather than a physical “store” with donations made for parents to choose 

from, there will be two ways to provide gifts for these children: sponsor a 

child or donate bulk gifts. Please go to www.fumcbirmingham.org/cass-

christmas-store for more information.   

Cass Gift Wrap Kits….Children and Family Ministries is collecting donations 

to assemble 150 gift wrap kits for Detroit families. Consider donating leftover 

supplies from previous years or purchasing new supplies (Dollar Tree 

recommended). A collection box is located outside the Christian Life Center 

through December 6. Gift wrap supplies needed include: rolls of wrapping 

paper, adult sized scissors, bags of bows, and rolls of scotch tape. 

Help Cass Provide a Merry Christmas 

mailto:kwoodstock@mchsmi.org
https://methodistchildrenshomesociety.salsalabs.org/everydaygiving/index.html
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/cass-christmas-store/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/cass-christmas-store/
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The Boy Scout Holiday Greens Sale fundraiser is here! This year we are taking 

pre-orders only and will have drive-thru pickups of orders in the church 

parking lot on the afternoons on Saturdays, November 28 and December 5. 

There will be no Sunday sale booths in the plaza or walk up sales on 

delivery dates. Pay at pick up. Checks payable to Boy Scout Troop 1032. 

 

 

 

 

Wreaths and porch pots have red bows. Grave blanket bows will be red unless another choice is indicated: blue, 

burgundy, purple, pink. 

EMAIL order to Troop1032greens@gmail.com. Include: items wanted, delivery date choice and—very important—a 

phone number where you can be reached on delivery day. Or CALL Sandy Thornton with orders or questions at  

248-229-4998. Thank you for supporting Boy Scout Troop 1032! 

Boy Scout Greens Sale 

• 24 inch wreath: $25 

• 30 inch wreath: $35 

• 4 ft wreath: $90  

• 15 ft cedar rope: $20 

• 50 ft cedar rope: $55 

• 10 in (pot size) porch pot: $32 

• 14 in (pot size) porch pot: $42 

• 3 ft grave blanket: $48 

• 6 ft grave blanket: $68 

Exercise Classes with Shelley via Zoom 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

An hour of low impact (no jumping) cardiovascular exercise mixed with upper body strengthening with weights and 

some floor exercises to strengthen core and legs.  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

A gentle seated exercise class to keep your muscles strong, your body mobile, increase your endurance and 

improve your flexibility.  

Mondays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 

Healthy Backs Stretching may be just what you need right now. Learn to relax your mind and body with stretches 

designed to keep your spine and your upper and lower body flexible and strong.   

All classes are $10 each. Email Shelley Rubinstein if interested (srfitness@hotmail.com) and she will send you the Zoom 

information. You will need to download the Zoom Application on your phone, iPad or laptop. She can help you get 

started. You will feel energized and positive about yourself.   

mailto:Troop1032greens@gmail.com
mailto:srfitness@hotmail.com


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

