
Endowment

For All the Saints

Being Grateful in Difficult Times
An Online Journey

November begins with All Saints Sunday. The names of members of our congregation who have 
died in the past year are read. And as each name is read, a bell is rung. 

As the sound of a bell fades, the vibrations continue, well beyond our ability to hear sound. While a 
sound wave dissipates over time, the energy is conserved. The energy of a sound wave transfers into 
the other matter it encounters. While those we remember on all Saints Day are no longer physically 
present with us, their impact continues. And as certainly they live on in God’s eternity, they live on 
in the lives of those whose lives they encountered in this life. 

As the energy of a sound may dissipate but is never lost, so each of us leaves a legacy. Thanks be to 
God for the opportunity to leave legacies of love in how we care for each other, our congregation, 
and our community. Thanks be to God for the legacy of all the Saints who have gone on to glory 
before us!

You are invited to participate in a free online course, “Being Grateful in Difficult Times.” The course 
includes lectures as well as opportunities for reflection and practice. Diana Butler Bass, who leads 
the course, is joined by other writers (including Fr. Jim Martin, Anne Lamont, and Rabbi Danya 
Ruttenberg) in conversation about how giving thanks has made a difference in their own lives.  

There are six units to the course, ranging from 20 to 30 minutes apiece. There is also a conversation 
corner, which includes Diana’s unedited conversations with her eight guests. To access all course 
materials, go to bit.ly/CongregationRegistration. After you click on “register now,” you will go to 
a page with several options for how to register. We have already registered as a congregation. That 
option is highlighted and is now FREE. Leave it checked and go to the bottom of the page and click 
on “Enroll in Course.” Follow the directions and enroll!

You can take the course individually or do so as part of a group. For information about how you 
can join a group to explore these course materials in community, contact the Rev. Rachael Dunlap, 
Associate Pastor, Discipleship, at 734-620-3566 or rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org. 

The free access to this course for our congregation is provided through an Endowment Board grant.  
Enroll today! 

Fall 2020
Expressions

http://bit.ly/CongregationRegistration
mailto:rdunlap%40fumcbirmingham.org?subject=
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Thanksgiving 2020
Thanksgiving 2020. Is it an oxymoron? A global pandemic. Civil unrest. A 
national election like none we have ever experienced. For many of us, what makes 
November so special is Thanksgiving. Yet, these days, full of grief, worry and 
uncertainty, do not easily engender thanks. 

So, what of gratitude now?
What of Thanksgiving in 2020?

In the Service of Death and Resurrection found in the United Methodist Book of 
Worship, the Prayer of Thanksgiving begins with these words:

God of love, we thank you 
for all that with which you have blessed us even to this day:

For the gifts of joy in days of health and strength
and for the gifts of your abiding presence and promise in days of pain and grief.

Even in the face of death, as we grieve the loss of those we love, our faith calls us to 
a place of gratitude. Even in grief, in times of uncertainty and brokenness, we can 
choose gratitude. We can do so trusting in the promise that God is with us. Always.

As we face evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves, choosing gratitude is still possible. We can reject the downward spiral 
of violence and choose love. We can refuse to be bound by the notion that who 
we are and what we have are not enough and choose to live in God’s abundance as 
grateful, generous people.

Even though this may be a tough Thanksgiving for many, we can choose gratitude. 
In this newsletter, please see how you can participate in the online course “Being 
Grateful in Difficult Times.” You can do so individually, as a family, or with a small 
group from our congregation. Also, look to page 4 for a special Thanksgiving 
Prayer. Thanksgiving 2020? Yes!  This year, we can, and we will give thanks. 



3

If you have already included Birmingham First in your estate plans or would like 
further information, please contact the Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for 
Planned Giving, at 734-717-8947 or slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org.

.                                         

2020 Legacy Society Members
Anyone can be in the Legacy Society.  The following people have a current planned gift with the 
Endowment or have indicated they have planned a gift in their estate.

It is more 
blessed to 
give than 
to receive.

Acts 20:35

*Deceased
Bold denotes new 2020 members

Anonymous (3)
Shedrick & Ryan Abney
Dr. Ralph* & Nancy* Bauer
Barb Baughman
Dwight* & Joan Benner
Craig & Debbie Berg
Lon Bone
Linda Buchanan
Jim & Katie Davis
Roy & Teena Dickerson
Tim & Laura Dickerson
Frank & Carol Driscoll
Fran & Janette Engelhardt
Aileen Erdmann*
Janice Erichsen
Brady & Tiffany Ericson
Lynn & Jan Evans
Bob Everson
Bob & Mary Feldmaier
Margaret Fitts
Don & Sue Foehr
Eric & Diana Freeburg
Michael & Jeanne Fritz
Lois Gaigalas*
Bob Gillow
Bill & Barbara Goode
Fred & Judy Green
Rev. Gary & Bishop Laurie

Haller
Rev. Dr. John E. & Judy 
Harnish

Jerry Hause
Esther Heussner*

Clare & Kay Higby
Jeff & Mixie Hockman
Russ & Sue Ives
Sam & Tove Jackson
Fran Jones
Jenny & Peter Kanefsky
Paul & Jackie Keller
Jerry & Greg LaBrake
Shawn & Barbara Lewis-
Lakin

Eric & Candace Law
Ann Littleton
Greg & Wendy MacKenzie
Charlotte Mahrt
Mick & Sarah McClelland
Pauline McClew*
Gayle McGarvah
Robert & Sukie McNutt
Gwen Moore
Howard R. “Skip” Neilson*
John and Sharon Newman
George* & Mary Ann 
Newton

Susan & Claude Oleson
Bill & Jane Pettibone
Jan Query*
Duane & Deanna Ralston
Doug Reinhard
Roy Reiterman*
Rev. Dr. William & Kris Ritter
Richard & Lin Schoelch
Richard & Sara Shirley

Shane & Anna Spradlin
Joyce Stanton*
John & Liz Stevens
Bob & Ellie Sutherland
Chuck & Margy Truza
Gary & Margaret Valade
Jim & Merry Beth Valiquett
Tom & Rose-Marie Venier
Ron & Gerri Vander Molen
Peggy A. Walker
Sue Walters
Steven* & Lisa Wells 
Dorothy Willison*
Zeno & Ann Windley
George & Julie Work
Gwen & Brad Zimmerman

mailto:slewis-lakin%40fumcbirmingham.org?subject=
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A Thanksgiving Prayer
God, there are days we do not feel grateful. When we are anxious or angry. When 
we feel alone. When we do not understand what is happening in the world or with 
our neighbors. When the news is bleak, confusing. 

God, we struggle to feel grateful.

But this Thanksgiving, we choose gratitude. We choose to accept life as a gift from 
you, and as a gift from the unfolding work of all creation. We choose to be grateful 
for the earth from which our food comes; for the water that gives life; and for the 
air we all breathe.

We choose to thank our ancestors, those who came before us, grateful for their 
stories and struggles, and we receive their wisdom as a continuing gift for 
today. We choose to see our families and friends with new eyes, appreciating 
and accepting them for who they are. We are thankful for our homes, whether 
humble or grand. We will be grateful for our neighbors, no matter how they voted, 
whatever our differences, or how much we feel hurt or misunderstood by them. 
We choose to see the whole planet as our shared commons, the stage of the future 
of humankind and creation.

God, this Thanksgiving, we do not give thanks. We choose it. We will make this 
choice of thanks with courageous hearts, knowing that it is humbling to say “thank 
you.” We choose to see your sacred generosity, aware that we live in an infinite 
circle of gratitude. That we all are guests at a hospitable table around which gifts 
are passed and received. We will not let anything opposed to love take over this 
table. Instead, we choose grace, free and unmerited love, the giftedness of life 
everywhere. In this choosing, and in the making, we will pass gratitude onto the 
world.

Thus, with you, and with all those gathered at this table, we pledge to make thanks. 
We ask you to strengthen us in this resolve. Here, now, and into the future. Around 
our family table. Around the table of our nation. Around the table of the earth.

We choose thanks.

Amen.

The above prayer was written by Diana Butler Bass and published in her 
bestselling book Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks 
(HarperOne, 2018). 
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Unique Giving Opportunities are 
Available in 2020

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, And Economic Security (CARES) Act signed into 
law last spring provided crisis relief to individuals, businesses, charities, and other 
entities impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. The CARES Act also included several 
measures designed to enhance charitable giving.  

1. Taxpayers who utilize the standard deduction are allowed an above-the-
line deduction of up to $300 ($600 for a married couple) for charitable 
contributions of cash by individuals made after December 31, 2019. This 
provision applies to most qualified charitable contributions but not to donor-
advised funds of 509(a)(3) organizations. This is applicable for tax years beginning 
after 2019 and does not sunset after 2020 like the increased limits described below.

2. For charitable gifts of cash, the overall percentage of adjusted gross income 
(AGI) limitation is increased to 100% for individual taxpayers for the tax year 
2020. Gifts of appreciated assets are generally deductible up to 30% and may 
be combined with cash gifts up to the 2020 maximum of 100% of AGI. Excess 
amounts may be carried over for use in future years. Note, that like the first 
provision, these provisions apply to most qualified charitable contributions but 
not to donor-advised funds or 509(a)(3) organizations. As this provision of the 
CARES Act only applies to 2020, this year presents a unique opportunity for 
those considering lifetime gifts to our Endowment.  

3. Those of age 70½ or older with an IRA may still make tax free qualified 
charitable deductions (QCDs) to charity, even though required minimum 
distributions are suspended through the end of the year. Donors directing a QCD 
to charity this year (up to $100,000 per individual) will still reduce their taxable 
IRA balance. This allows all taxpayers to direct gifts from their IRA to charities 
in a tax-efficient manner.

This may be an ideal time to review your gift, estate, and financial plans to make 
sure they reflect your current wishes for your family, friends, and church. Pastor 
Shawn Lewis-Lakin would be pleased to discuss options for expressing generosity 
and how such expressions affirm faith in the God in whose grace we live each day. 
You are encouraged to speak with qualified financial advisors and legal counselors 
for technical assistance with tax and estate planning.  
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Sharing our Stories
The Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin

My oldest sibling, my sister Candy, died in August of 2011. 
She was fifty-eight years old and died three years after her 
diagnosis with stage IV ovarian cancer. Candy was a 
daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, and a friend. She worked 
as a social worker and a teacher of children with special 
needs. One of the gifts she left me is the following saying: 

“Everyone has a story, and everyone’s story deserves to be 
heard.”

My big sister was passionate about what she believed. She was 
an activist on issues of justice.  At the same time, she was intensely curious. Candy’s 
openness to others, her deep desire to truly hear people’s stories, and to understand 
who they were and why they thought as they did, is a part of her legacy that I pray 
lives on in me.   

I would treasure the opportunity to meet personally with you and to hear your story. 
Who and what has shaped your life? Where and how do you experience God in your 
life?  How would you hope others might remember you? What legacy do you hope to 
leave?    

I look forward to hearing your story.

Blessings,
Shawn

The Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin
Associate Pastor, Planned Giving
734-717-8947
slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org

mailto:slewis-lakin%40fumcbirmingham.org?subject=


7

A  Conversation with Diana Butler Bass

You are invited to join a conversation with Diana Butler Bass, award-winning 
author of Grateful, the Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. Diana will 
be joining us twice, on Saturday, November 21 at 10:00 a.m. and on Sunday, 
November 22 at 7:00 p.m. Both conversations will be virtual and last about ninety 
minutes.  In each conversation, Diana will explore the theological theme of 
gratitude through scripture, respond to questions, and suggest both individual and 
corporate gratitude practices.

Reserve your spot today to attend one of these sessions! You can register to attend 
on our website at https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/feasting/ or by sending an 
email to the Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org. The 
Zoom meeting ID and passcode will be sent with your reservation confirmation.

Join us as we focus on strengthening our spiritual practice of gratitude in 
November so that it may become a habit, a way of life and a way of growing 
closer to God. Go to https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/gratitude/ for additional 
resources. 

Feasting on Thanks

Practicing Gratitude

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/feasting/
mailto:slewis-lakin%40fumcbirmingham.org?subject=
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/gratitude/
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248-646-1200
1589 W. Maple Rd.

Birmingham, MI 48009
fumcbirmingham.org

Endowment Fund Makes a 
Critical Difference in 2020
Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor

In mid-March, we effectively became an online 
congregation. Thanks be to God for Endowment Fund 
support of our FORWARD strategic initiatives, with 
funding to support staffing in the areas of discipleship 
and young adult and youth ministries. Small group 
connections and youth programming have been so critical 
in these days. 

As we move into the final quarter of 2020, our 
Endowment Board is again providing critical support as 
we upgrade our livestreaming capacity across all worship 

sites (Sanctuary, Christian Life Center, and Berkley). These upgrades will allow us 
to continue to offer online worship experiences with excellence, even as we begin 
offering limited in-person worship opportunities.

Finally, I am so grateful for the ministry support the Endowment Committee is 
giving to us by making the teaching of Diana Butler Bass accessible to us through 
the online course “Being Grateful in Difficult Times” and through providing us 
some opportunities for dialog with Diana. 

How will the future remember our response to the many crises of 2020? Thanks be 
to God for the legacy of those who have contributed to our Endowment, providing 
us resources and inspiration for living faithfully in these extraordinary days.

Blessings,
Pastor Elbert

The Rev. Elbert Dulworth
Senior Pastor
248-646-1200
edulworth@fumcbirmingham.org

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:edulworth%40fumcbirmingham.org?subject=

