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For All the Saints  

This past Saturday, 82 volunteers and staff came out to pass out candy on the 

sidewalk as a parade of over 330 parents and children came through in Halloween 

costumes in front of our Pumpkin Patch. Some 200 hotdogs were served as 

children listened to Halloween stories or watched a couple of movies across our 

campus. To top it all off, our pumpkin sales skyrocketed on that day for missions. 

Children, parents, and grandparents from our church, as well as many new families, 

came out to celebrate this beautiful harvest season. Thank you to everyone who 

made it such an amazing success! 

If you haven’t picked up your pumpkins yet, or if the squirrels have eaten yours 

early, there are still plenty of pumpkins out in the Patch. Remember that our 

profits will go to three local missions that are helping to feed people in these days. 

What’s even better is that the more we sell, our percentage of the proceeds increases and we keep more for these 

mission projects. There’s still time to come see us at the Patch from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. through Halloween. 

I am deeply grateful as well for the many people who have joined us for worship on the front lawn this summer and fall. 

As the weather cools off, this week we’re heading back indoors for worship across our campuses. Please remember to 

check out what to expect at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship, and don’t forget to make a reservation there, 

as our seating is very limited. If you feel the slightest bit under the weather (even allergies or the sniffles), please stay 

home and join us online as we seek to do our best to keep people safe in these days. We are very blessed to have such 

an amazing team of staff and volunteers who are working hard to make this experience meaningful and safe. 

Whether you join us online or in person in the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall at Birmingham First this Sunday, we’ll be 

celebrating All Saint’s Sunday as we remember the many saints who’ve joined the Church eternal and triumphant since 

this time last year. While it will look different than previous years, it is so important for us to gather and give thanks 

for the great cloud of witnesses who have brought us to this time and place. If you’re at home, I hope you’ll take a 

moment and light a candle as we give thanks together for those people whose faith has inspired our journey and 

connected us more deeply to God in Jesus Christ. 

Speaking of the saints, they’re not just those who’ve passed on, but also those who are living now. This week, we’re 

celebrating a special new member of our team who has entered into our midst as we congratulate Deacon Sarah and 

Matt Alexander as well as their daughter, Helen, on the arrival of Helen’s baby brother, Benjamin James Alexander. As 

Deacon Sarah begins her maternity leave, we offer our prayers and congratulations for this exciting new addition to 

their family. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship/
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Our Church Family 

….that Daylight Saving Time ends this weekend. Remember to set your clocks back an 

hour before going to bed on Saturday night so you don’t miss worship on Sunday morning! 

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. 

This week, the Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “Of 

Pumpkins and Protestants.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that just in time for holiday baking, the Haiti Mission Team has (25) 3-ounce bottles of 

exquisite Haitian vanilla for sale. Cost: $5/bottle. First come, first serve…but no more than 

two bottles per customer (that said, a wee bit goes a very long way with this super intense vanilla). Please contact 

Nancy Smith at 248-568-5190. The plan is for John Smith to deliver the vanilla between noon and 1:00 p.m. on 

Saturday, November 14 in the church parking lot.  

….that Redford Brightmoor Initiative thanks you for your recent donations. However, their shelves are now 

overflowing and they cannot accept anything else until January.  

 

Did You Know 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Monday, October 26: Gale Cunningham, Todd Menig  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with John and Gayle Guenther and family on the death of his 

mother, Joan Guenther, on October 27. A private funeral will be held on Monday, November 2 in our Sanctuary.  

Indoor Worship resumes at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with simulcast in 

Fellowship Hall. Worship in the Christian Life Center is also at 9:30 a.m. 

Berkley offers worship at 9:30 and 11:00. Registration is required on the 

church website. All services will be livestreamed for online worship 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): “The Home Stretch” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

(Hebrews 12:1-3) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Frank and Diana Ruprich in celebration of 

their 60th wedding anniversary on October 15.  

• The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of Elynor Kay Friend, born October 19 to Derrick and Jessica 

Friend (proud grandparents are Bill and Janine Friend); and Benjamin James Alexander, born October 23 to Matt 

and Deacon Sarah Alexander.  

• The Missions Candle is lit in memory of Dick and Kate Hameister by their children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. 

CLC Worship (9:30): “We Can: Serve” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (1 Peter 4:10-11, CEV) 

Berkley Sermon (9:30 & 11:00): Big Ten: “Stealin’” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Romans 13:9-10) 

Sunday, November 1 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship/


Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

Staff Updates 
Chaundra Burkett, our Coordinator for Early Childhood Ministries, has resigned her position effective October 25, 

2020, to pursue other opportunities. Chaundra has served in her position since 2010 and we are deeply appreciative of 

her care for the children and families of our congregation and community. Chaundra has a gift for forming relationships 

that nurture children, as well as adults, to help them grow in faith and discipleship. Her leadership will be missed. 

Please join us in praying for Chaundra as she moves toward new opportunities and thank her for the wonderful 

ministry she has done among us. 

Holly Pisano, our Director of Finance, has accepted a new professional opportunity as the Controller for Forgotten 

Harvest and has resigned from her current position effective October 31, 2020. We are deeply appreciative of the 

professional expertise that Holly has brought to us over the past ten years. Her vision for impacting our community 

and world with God’s love in Jesus Christ as she shared her gifts and financial leadership have blessed our ministry 

together. Holly has agreed to serve in an interim capacity with us, working in her off hours, to help make for a smooth 

transition for her successor. Holly will continue to be an active member of our congregation and, as her new job 

allows, intends to be a volunteer supporting various programs. Please join us in prayer for Holly as she begins an 

exciting new chapter in her professional life. Take a moment to send her a word of gratitude for her ministry with us. 

Employment Opportunities 

Director of Finance, Birmingham and Berkley First, reporting to the 

Senior Pastor. The Director of Finance manages all financial activities for the 

Church. The ideal candidate must possess a BS in Accounting, CPA preferred, 

and 7 years in an accounting position, proficiency in Work and Excel, and 

experience in managing others. Duties include but are not limited to 

maintenance of all accounting policies, procedures and internal controls, as well 

as management of budgeting, all year-end reports, and the annual audit. This 

person will interact with all staff, committees, congregants, and external 

institutions, and thus must possess the ability to work with a broad range of 

personalities. Please see the website for the full job description and application. 

Submit your application and job description to the Human Resources 

Coordinator, Lisa Marsh, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Administrative Assistant, Human Resources and Caring Ministries, part-time 20 hrs. per week. Reporting to 

the Coordinator of H.R. and Caring Ministries. The ideal candidate must be well versed in Office 365 and Excel with a 

working knowledge of M.S. Publisher. Database administration is key. Excellent verbal and written communication skills 

are required as well as the ability to work independently and with a team. Compassion and maintaining confidentiality 

are essential. Please see the website for the full job description and application. Submit your application and resume to 

the Human Resources Coordinator, Lisa Marsh, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Lead Preschool Teacher – Toddlers, part-time 12-15 hrs. per week. Reporting to the Director of Preschool. The 

ideal candidate will possess a minimum 2 years of experience working with preschool-aged children and an 

understanding of child development. This person will plan, prepare and implement developmentally appropriate lessons 

and activities for children with a teaching team to create and maintain an inviting, stimulating, peaceful classroom 

environment for children. A love of children, demonstrating compassion, patience and understanding, and 

demonstrating a positive and flexible attitude are key. Please see the website for the full job description and 

application. Submit your application and resume to the Preschool Director, Amy Allen, at aallen@fumcbirmingham.org. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/welcome/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:aallen@fumcbirmingham.org


Our Pumpkin Patch is open for business through Halloween from 11:30 a.m. to 

7:30 p.m. We are following CDC guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All proceeds 

from our Pumpkin Patch will go to support local hunger ministries through 

Micah 6, Cass, and Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Plus we will be engaging with 

our community and providing an opportunity for our congregation to 

fellowship together.  

We still need volunteers to sell pumpkins at one of our two-hour shifts. Go to https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/

pumpkin-patch to sign-up as a family, partner with a friend or neighbor, or by yourself and meet a new friend. It is 

super simple to do, all instructions will be provided, and it is guaranteed to be a fun and rewarding experience!   

The Pumpkin Patch is Open! 

November is the season where we focus on our blessings, a season of 

thankfulness. But gratitude is something we should practice every day. Did you 

know that studies from cultural, psychological, physical, and spiritual 

standpoints show gratitude’s stabilizing and healing effects are irrefutable? Most 

importantly, it is a central theme in the Bible. The practice of gratitude is more 

than just saying thank you. It is a way of life that connects us to God by 

continuously focusing on the gifts we have been given and a response to a good 

and gracious God. It helps us to see evidence of God’s grace in our lives, even in the turmoil. 

Join us as we focus on strengthening our spiritual practice of discipline in November so that it may become a habit, a 

way of life, and a way of growing closer to God. Go to fumcbirmingham.org/gratitude for information on classes, daily 

devotions, and our new Gratitude Facebook Group.  

Practicing Gratitude 
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Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. 

We will meet by Zoom on Sunday, November 15 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at 

Birmingham First and Berkley First! To make your reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact 

Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/gratitude
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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You are invited to participate in a free online course, “Being Grateful in 

Difficult Times.” Diana Butler Bass, the award-winning author of multiple 

books, including her award-winning book Grateful: The Transformative Power of 

Giving Thanks, facilitates this course.   

There are six units to the course, ranging from 20 to 30 minutes apiece. There 

is also a conversation corner, which includes Diana’s conversations with other 

writers (including Fr. Jim Martin, Anne Lamont, and Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg) 

about how giving thanks has made a difference in their own lives. You can do this course on your own, with family and 

friends, or in a group.    

To access all course materials, go to bit.ly/CongregationRegistration. After you click on “register now,” you will go to a 

page with several options for how to register.  We have already registered as a congregation. That option is highlighted 

and is now FREE. Leave it checked and go to the bottom of the page and click on “Enroll in Course.” Follow the 

directions and enroll!      

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin will lead a group that will meet via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. to view the videos and 

discuss the course materials. The group will begin on November 3 and continue through December 15. To register to 

be a part of this group, click here, or contact Pastor Shawn (slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org) and let him know that 

you plan to join the group. Zoom information to join the Tuesday evening group doing the course together is below. 

For additional information contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or Rev, Rachael Dunlap, 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship, at 734-620-3566 or rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org.    

The free access to this course for our congregation is provided through an Endowment Board grant. Enroll today!    

Zoom Info: 

Topic: Being Grateful in Difficult Times, Group Doing Course Together 

Time: Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning November 3 

Click here to Join Zoom Meeting     

Meeting ID: 820 4721 3631 

Being Grateful in Difficult Times: An Online Journey 

You are invited to join a conversation with Diana Butler Bass, award winning 

author of Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. Diana will be 

joining us twice: on Saturday, November 21 at 10:00 a.m., and on Sunday, 

November 22 at 7:00 p.m. Both conversations will be virtual and last about 

ninety minutes. In each conversation, Diana will explore the theological theme 

of gratitude through scripture, respond to questions, and suggest both 

individual and corporate gratitude practices. 

Reserve your spot today to attend one of these sessions! Register here or send an email to Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin at 

slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org. The Zoom meeting ID and passcode will be sent with your reservation 

confirmation.    

“Feasting on Thanks” - A Conversation with Diana Butler Bass 

http://dianabutlerbass.com/
http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grateful-the-transformative-power-of-giving-thanks/
http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grateful-the-transformative-power-of-giving-thanks/
http://bit.ly/CongregationRegistration
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=44988&profileId=2997
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82047213631?pwd=VFRDb3NUdGNjS1FCMUFDdzhseE4vQT09
http://dianabutlerbass.com/about/
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
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It is time for First Kids Preschool’s annual Achatz Pie Fundraiser—although it 

will look a little different this year. We are selling coupons that can be 

redeemed at Achatz Handmade Pie Company locations. Coupons will be 

available for fruit pies, cream pies, savory pies and soup. 

Order forms may be picked up at the Welcome Center desk between 10:00 

a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Orders are due 

no later than 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 4. You can then pick up 

your coupons from the Welcome Center desk during the same open hours, beginning Tuesday, November 17.   

Please note that you can call your local Achatz store and preorder items to ensure they are available on the day you 

would like to pick them up. Thank you for continuing to support First Kids Preschool as you purchase a pie coupon (or 

two) to cap off your Thanksgiving feast! 

Preschool Achatz Pie Fundraiser 

Your generous donation of time and resources will help provide Thanksgiving 

and Christmas food to families in the Brightmoor community served through 

the Free Store at Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Donation options include: 

• A $20 donation provides a turkey for Thanksgiving. 

• A $35 donation provides an entire meal, including a turkey, a pie, a bag of 

potatoes and non-perishable food items. 

• A $45 donation provides the above listed meal plus a bag of non-

perishable food for the Christmas One-Stop Shop event.  

• Donate your time to volunteer to: pick up the food from a local grocery store on November 9-13; deliver food 

to Brightmoor on November 20; help hand out meals to Brightmoor families on November 21. Click here to 

sign up. 

Checks (payable to Birmingham First) may be mailed to the church or you may donate online through the church 

website. Sponsored by Children and Family Ministries and Hunger Ministry. Donations accepted through November 13. 

Questions? Please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3134. 

Help Feed a Brightmoor Family! 

This year, Hands4Detroit is responding to requests of The Methodist 

Children’s Home and Cass Community Social Services. We can assist these 

two front-line missions organizations by providing some of the things requested 

on the lists below.  

1. Methodist Children’s Home Society (MCHS) has had an increase in 

enrollment because of COVID-19. They have organized their needs into 

kits (see the list). 

2. Cass Community Social Services is creating a comprehensive Tools Library and would like donations of any 

kind of used or new tool (see the tools library list). Cass also needs volunteers to help set up their Tools Library 

(Contact Cass at 313-883-2277). 

Donations will be collected through October 31 and may be placed in the bins marked “Hands4Detroit” outside of the 

Christian Life Center. For large tools that will not fit in the bins, please email Karla Bole to make arrangements.  

Hands4Detroit: Donations Requested 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2020/07/MCHS-kits.pdf
https://greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2020/07/CASS-Tools-Library.pdf
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
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Christmas is going to feel different for all of us this year; some might even call it an 

“almost Christmas.” Looking through the lens of John Wesley’s famous sermon 

“Almost Christian,” we will discover how to move from almost to altogether peace, 

hope, love, and joy this Christmas season. Pick up a copy of Almost Christmas: A 

Wesleyan Advent Experience by Magrey deVega, Ingrid McIntyre, April Casperson, 

and Matt Rawle to read on your own—or better yet, join one of the many study 

groups that will be reading it together this Advent. You can use the Small Group 

Locator tool on our website to find a group (keyword “Advent”) or contact Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Books can be ordered here (cost: $17) and then can be picked up at the Birmingham 

First Welcome Desk on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. and at the Berkley First Front Desk on Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Accompanying videos are available at no cost through Amplify Media. Go to https://

my.amplifymedia.com/birminghamandberkleyfirstbir/welcome and enter code 

DKNBHM. Once you set up your free account, search for “Almost Christmas” to find the videos.  

All Church Advent Study 

Advent by Candlelight has been re-imagined this year as a video experience that will 

bring all the inspiration of the season directly to your home! Premiering on Tuesday, 

December 1, there will be multiple options to participate as a community in this 

annual tradition. We invite you to consider hosting a small group in your home and 

decorating your table and enjoying dessert together after the program.  

To sign up to host in your home, use the SignUp Genius Hostess Link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent1  

There also will be a virtual event via Zoom that you can attend. To sign up for the 

group Zoom event, use the Group Zoom Link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent2  

The video will remain available on the church website throughout the Advent Season. We invite you to watch with 

your family and friends. The United Methodist Women are proud to continue this tradition for our church 

community. We hope you will plan to make this a part of your holiday tradition!  

Advent by Candlelight: “The Work of Christmas Begins” 

Baptisms 

We are still offering baptisms! Baptisms are done in the Sanctuary for one 

family at a time by Pastor Elbert on the second Sunday of the month. 

Families are invited to have up to 10 people in attendance, with masks and 

social distancing in place. The baptisms are then shown during online 

Sanctuary Worship on the third Sunday of the month.  

We are now scheduling baptisms for December 13. Exact times are being 

determined. For more information or to schedule a baptism, please contact 

Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingahm.org or leave a message at 248-646-

1200 ext. 3121. 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3406
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=44992&profileId=3001/
https://my.amplifymedia.com/birminghamandberkleyfirstbir/welcome
https://my.amplifymedia.com/birminghamandberkleyfirstbir/welcome
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent1/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4BA8A729A64-advent2/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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