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Thankfulness. Gratitude. Love. Compassion.  

Way to go, Birmingham First! You really know how to pull together when you are 

needed most! Over 50 people gathered wearing masks this past Sunday to unload 

1,000 pumpkins for the Pumpkin Patch. Thanks to your help and flexibility, it’s now 

open to the public. Please encourage everyone you know to come on down to the 

front lawn at the church and get their pumpkins, with sales supporting vital 

missions that feed and care for people in these days. 

For those of you who are participating in socially distanced events, don’t forget to 

check out all of the activities that are planned in the Patch, including a whole day of 

events on Saturday, October 24. There’ll be a Halloweenie hot dog roast, trick or 

treating with a children’s parade, two movies in the evening, and so much more. 

Don’t forget to read through Steeple Notes for more information on how you can 

join us, and let the community know how we’re taking the Church into the world in these days. 

Now that the cooler weather is coming upon us, this coming Sunday is the last day for outdoor worship on the front 

lawn. Many thanks to the countless volunteers and staff who have helped make that so meaningful for us. 

As we prepare to move indoors for worship on Sunday, November 1, worship will look a little different. In order to 

provide as safe and meaningful experience as possible during indoor worship, please review the information and 

expectations on our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship. In addition, please follow the directions of 

staff and volunteers who are working hard to assist us. We are so thankful for their dedication and leadership which 

helps to make this possible in these days. 

I’m also very thankful for the work of our Technology Committee, our Endowment Board, and our Board of Trustees 

that have invested their energies and resources to expand our livestreaming capabilities to improve the online 

experience for those worshipping in their homes in the days ahead. They are renovating each of our worship spaces 

across our campuses so that the online experience is more meaningful, as well. With worship available in the homes of 

many of our members, constituents, friends, and people throughout the world, we have expanded our understanding of 

what it means to be a “multi-site church.” 

Thankfulness. Gratitude. Love. Compassion. May they ground us now and in all of our days ahead. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship/
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Our Church Family 

….that our Blood Drive results are in! We collected 48 units and had 17 first time donors, 

with 144 lives positively impacted in our local communities. A big thank you to all our donors 

and volunteers! 

….that our Seminary Intern, Anika-Kafi Summers, uploads a new Devotional Video each 

Wednesday to our church Facebook page. Find it at www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst. 

….that Birmingham Campus “open hours” are Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 

a.m. to noon. All “business” will be done at the Welcome Center desk just inside the main 

entrance. Face coverings and physical distancing are required. The Sanctuary is also open for prayer/meditation during 

these hours.  

Did You Know 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Greg and Nancy Feiten and family on the death of his mother, Marilyn Joyce Feiten, on October 8. View her 

obituary at https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/marilyn-feiten-obituary?pid=196959291. 

….Dick and Linda Cole and family on the death of their son, Andrew Cole, on October 15. View his obituary at 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/rochester-mi/andrew-cole-9825457. 

….Kyle Thoren and family on the death of his wife, Kimberly, on October 19. Visitation will be held at Lynch and 

Sons Funeral Home on Sunday, October 25 from 2:00-8:00 p.m. A family funeral will be held on Monday, October 

26 at 11:00 a.m. The service will also be livestreamed at https://vimeo.com/470383103/811de4f336.   

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Our congratulations are shared with the 

family of Barrett James Davis, who was baptized at Berkley First on October 18.  

Outdoor Worship (9:30): “We Can: Connect” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

(Romans 15:1-7) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): “The Final Invitation List” – Rev. Elbert 

Dulworth (Romans 14:1-9, The Message) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in 

loving memory of Cynthia Boreland by her son and his family: Rick, Kim, 

Zachary and Jacob Ziegler. 

CLC Worship (9:30): “We Can: Connect” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Romans 15:1-7) 

Final Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings 

following our Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the 

Virtual Coffee Hour Here, Meeting ID: 851 8509 4691, Passcode: 396411. This is the final Virtual Coffee Hour.  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Big Ten: “Cheatin’” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Matthew 5:27-32) 

Sunday, October 25 

https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/marilyn-feiten-obituary?pid=196959291
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/rochester-mi/andrew-cole-9825457/
https://vimeo.com/470383103/811de4f336
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185094691?pwd=S21ZQkIwT3RhM0JtTzk4Q0RBVHYvQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185094691?pwd=S21ZQkIwT3RhM0JtTzk4Q0RBVHYvQT09


Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

Purchase a pumpkin ahead of time at the Pumpkin Patch, then come to Berkley 

First on Sunday, October 25 at 3:00 p.m. to carve your pumpkin. Families will 

be socially distanced at their own carving station on the Berkley First lawn. Sign 

up for a spot by emailing Julie White, Berkley First Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator. Some tools will be available. Adult supervision is required.  

Family Fun Pumpkin Carving at Berkley First 

The pumpkins are here! Our Pumpkin Patch is open for business through 

Halloween from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 10:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Sundays. We are following CDC guidelines for COVID-19 

safety. All proceeds from our Pumpkin Patch will go to support local hunger 

ministries through Micah 6, Cass, and Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Plus we 

will be engaging with our community and providing an opportunity for our 

congregation to fellowship together.  

Volunteers are needed to sell pumpkins at one of our two-hour shifts. Go to https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/

pumpkin-patch to sign-up as a family, partner with a friend or neighbor, or by yourself and meet a new friend. It is 

super simple to do, all instructions will be provided, and it is guaranteed to be a fun and rewarding experience!   

We look forward to seeing you in “the Patch”! Find all the latest information on our website.  

The Pumpkin Patch is Open! 

Special Events in the Patch 

Scarecrow Contest….Let’s make scarecrows to parade on the front lawn of 

Birmingham First to keep the crows away from the Pumpkin Patch! Creative, 

homemade scarecrow entries will be accepted through today (October 21). 

Scarecrows are still welcomed after this date, but will not be part of the 

contest. Supplies and registration forms are available at the Patch. This contest 

is open to the public. Winners will be announced on October 24. Check out 

the church the website for more information and rules.  

Community Halloween Fun in the Patch….Everyone is welcome to dress 

up and enjoy Halloween on the front lawn of Birmingham First on Saturday, 

October 24 amongst the pumpkins and scarecrows! We will have a children’s 

parade with trick or treating, storybook time, a hotdog Halloweenie Roast, and 

movies on the lawn. See the church website for more information.  

Movies on the Lawn….As part of our Community Halloween Fun in the 

Patch event on October 24, join us for a movie on the front lawn. We will 

show It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown at 5:45 p.m. and Harry Potter and the 

Sorcerer's Stone at 6:30 p.m. Bring your chairs and blankets. Free popcorn 

available!  

Volunteers are needed to make the Community Halloween Fun in the Patch 

event welcoming and amazing. Register to help at our SignUpGenius link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-community. To sell 

pumpkins during this event, sign up here: https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch. 

mailto:jwhite@berkleyfirst.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/scarecrows-on-parade-contest
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/scarecrows-on-parade-contest
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/community-halloween-fun-in-the-patch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-community
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
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It is time for First Kids Preschool’s annual Achatz Pie Fundraiser—although it 

will look a little different this year. We are selling coupons that can be 

redeemed at Achatz Handmade Pie Company locations. Coupons will be 

available for fruit pies, cream pies, savory pies and soup. 

Order forms may be picked up at the Welcome Center desk between 10:00 

a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Orders are due 

no later than 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 4. You can then pick up 

your coupons from the Welcome Center desk during the same open hours, beginning Tuesday, November 17.   

Please note that you can call your local Achatz store and preorder items to ensure they are available on the day you 

would like to pick them up. Thank you for continuing to support First Kids Preschool as you purchase a pie coupon (or 

two) to cap off your Thanksgiving feast! 

Preschool Achatz Pie Fundraiser 

Your generous donation of time and resources will help provide Thanksgiving 

and Christmas food to families in the Brightmoor community served through 

the Free Store at Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Donation options include: 

• A $20 donation provides a turkey for Thanksgiving. 

• A $35 donation provides an entire meal, including a turkey, a pie, a bag of 

potatoes and non-perishable food items. 

• A $45 donation provides the above listed meal plus a bag of non-

perishable food for the Christmas One-Stop Shop event.  

• Donate your time to volunteer to: pick up the food from a local grocery store on November 9-13; deliver food 

to Brightmoor on November 20; help hand out meals to Brightmoor families on November 21. Click here to 

sign up. 

Checks (payable to Birmingham First) may be mailed to the church or you may donate online through the church 

website. Sponsored by Children and Family Ministries and Hunger Ministry. Donations accepted through November 13. 

Questions? Please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3134. 

Help Feed a Brightmoor Family! 

This year, Hands4Detroit is responding to requests of The Methodist 

Children’s Home and Cass Community Social Services. We can assist these 

two front-line missions organizations by providing some of the things requested 

on the lists below.  

1. Methodist Children’s Home Society (MCHS) has had an increase in 

enrollment because of COVID-19. They have organized their needs into 

kits (see the list). 

2. Cass Community Social Services is creating a comprehensive Tools Library and would like donations of any 

kind of used or new tool (see the tools library list). Cass also needs volunteers to help set up their Tools Library 

(Contact Cass at 313-883-2277). 

Donations will be collected through October 31 and may be placed in the bins marked “Hands4Detroit” outside of the 

Christian Life Center. For large tools that will not fit in the bins, please email Karla Bole to make arrangements.  

Hands4Detroit: Donations Requested 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2020/07/MCHS-kits.pdf
https://greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2020/07/CASS-Tools-Library.pdf
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
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November is the season where we focus on our blessings, a season of 

thankfulness. But gratitude is something we should practice every day. Did you 

know that studies, from cultural, psychological, physical, and spiritual 

standpoints show gratitude’s stabilizing and healing effects are irrefutable? Most 

importantly, it is a central theme in the Bible. The practice of gratitude is more 

than just saying thank you. It is a way of life that connects us to God by 

continuously focusing on the gifts we have been given and a response to a good 

and gracious God. It helps us to see evidence of God’s grace in our lives, even in the turmoil. 

Join us as we focus on strengthening our spiritual practice of discipline in November so that it may become a habit, a 

way of life, and a way of growing closer to God. Go to fumcbirmingham.org/gratitude for information on classes, daily 

devotions, and our new Gratitude Facebook Group.  

Practicing Gratitude 

You are invited to participate in a free online course, “Being Grateful in 

Difficult Times.” Diana Butler Bass, the award-winning author of multiple 

books, including her award-winning book Grateful: The Transformative Power of 

Giving Thanks, facilitates this course.   

There are six units to the course, ranging from 20 to 30 minutes apiece. There 

is also a conversation corner, which includes Diana’s conversations with other 

writers (including Fr. Jim Martin, Anne Lamont, and Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg) 

about how giving thanks has made a difference in their own lives. You can do this course on your own, with family and 

friends, or in a group.    

To access all course materials, go to bit.ly/CongregationRegistration. After you click on “register now,” you will go to a 

page with several options for how to register.  We have already registered as a congregation. That option is highlighted 

and is now FREE. Leave it checked and go to the bottom of the page and click on “Enroll in Course.” Follow the 

directions and enroll!      

Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin will lead a group that will meet via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. to view the videos and 

discuss the course materials. The group will begin on November 3 and continue through December 15. To register to 

be a part of this group, click here, or contact Pastor Shawn (slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org) and let him know that 

you plan to join the group. Zoom information to join the Tuesday evening group doing the course together is below. 

For additional information contact Pastor Shawn at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or Rev, Rachael Dunlap, 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship, at 734-620-3566 or rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org.    

The free access to this course for our congregation is provided through an Endowment Board grant. Enroll today!    

Zoom Info: 

Topic: Being Grateful in Difficult Times, Group Doing Course Together 

Time: Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning November 3 

Click here to Join Zoom Meeting     

Meeting ID: 820 4721 3631 

Being Grateful in Difficult Times: An Online Journey 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/gratitude
http://dianabutlerbass.com/
http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grateful-the-transformative-power-of-giving-thanks/
http://bit.ly/CongregationRegistration
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=44988&profileId=2997
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82047213631?pwd=VFRDb3NUdGNjS1FCMUFDdzhseE4vQT09
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

We are excited to offer indoor worship beginning November 1. We have plans 

in place to make this a meaningful and safe experience for all who attend. We 

look forward to welcoming you in worship! 

Birmingham Campus: 

9:30 a.m.  

Worship in the Sanctuary with overflow simulcast in Fellowship Hall and 

livestream  

Worship in the Christian Life Center with livestream 

Berkley Campus: 

9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Worship in the Sanctuary with livestream (go to www.berkleyfirst.org for details) 

Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required for each worship venue. Each week, registration begins 

on Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. and ends on Friday at 5:00 p.m. If you cannot register online, or if you register and then find 

you cannot attend, please leave a message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call to help. Registration for 

November 1 will begin on Tuesday, October 27 on our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship. 

Please observe our safety protocols: 

• Properly-worn face masks (covering nose and mouth) are required at all times for everyone age two and older. If 

you are unable to wear a mask, it is most appropriate to worship online. 

• Social distancing is required. 

• Plan to arrive with time to be checked in for attendance and have your temperature taken with a no-touch 

thermometer. If your temperature is 100.4 degrees or above, you will be asked to return home. Please do not 

come to the church if you are feeling ill in any way. 

• Restrooms are for emergency use only, limited to one person at a time. 

• Please take your coat/jacket into worship with you. Hangers will be removed from the coat racks. 

• There is no coffee hour. Upon arrival and dismissal, please do not congregate in the hallways or Fellowship Hall. 

What to Expect in Worship: 

• Seating will be by family group as directed by the ushers from the front of the worship space to the rear. Seats 

will be socially distanced. Ushers will indicate your designated seat. This procedure ensures that nobody will walk 

past someone who is already seated. 

• Children and youth will worship with their parents. Activity packets will be available for children. We are not 

offering nursery care or Sunday School at this time. 

• Worship may include limited congregational singing or spoken responses. 

• Dismissal will be directed by the ushers from the rear to the front of worship space. 

Indoor Worship Resumes November 1 

https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship/

