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With Joy 

This week would normally have been the fall Rummage Sale. In fact, even the 

Preschool is empty because their calendar was set over a year in advance to plan 

for it. The building is a little bit quieter. In addition, we’re still waiting for the 

pumpkins to arrive as trucks have been slower to load up and come on account of 

weather much further south of us. Maybe by the time you’re reading this, we’ll 

have a more definitive answer. 

In the rest of the building, however, the staff is busy developing and reviewing 

procedures for a return to indoor worship across our campuses beginning 

November 1. I’ve been thinking about how powerful it is for me that we’re 

returning indoors on All Saint’s Sunday. On the other hand, all of the saints won’t 

necessarily be in the building. In fact, our seating capacity will be limited. Worship 

will be shorter in duration. Everyone will be wearing masks. Sunday School and nursery programs aren’t coming back 

just yet. When the choirs sing, it will still be on a screen rather than in person. 

Yet, the saints will be gathered together. Online, in person, and in the realm of glory, they’ll share with us. Surely, it will 

look different, but our hearts will be united across media and places as homes and hearts become sanctuaries as real as 

a physical building. The more I think of our reunion, even with limited space and a different experience, my heart begins 

to leap with joy about the deep connections we share across time and space in the body of Christ. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu has said, “Discovering more joy does not save us from the inevitability of hardship and 

heartbreak. In fact, we may cry more easily, but we will laugh more easily too. Perhaps we are just more alive. Yet as 

we discover more joy, we can face suffering in a way that ennobles rather than embitters. We have hardship without 

becoming hard. We have heartbreaks without being broken.” 

As we reflect on 2020, many have had their share of heartbreaks and difficulties. Yet, our faith runs deeper than mere 

happiness in moments of struggle. In his letter to the Church in Thessalonica, Paul offers words of gratitude for these 

people of faith, saying, “…for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit.”  

Facing great trials, they received God’s good news from Paul and the apostles with “joy.” 

How might we discover joy in the midst of struggle? Can we find joy in 2020 in the midst of a devastating virus, bitter 

divides and brokenness? Might joy be a healing balm for us and for our world? Let’s talk about it on Sunday, online or 

on the front lawn. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

….that Birmingham Campus “open hours” are Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 

a.m. to noon. All “business” will be done at the Welcome Center desk just inside the main 

entrance. Face coverings and physical distancing are required. The Sanctuary is also open for 

prayer/meditation during these hours.  

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. 

This week, the Voice of Hope message is recorded by Judy Lowery with the title “Engaged in 

a Struggle.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our 

automated system. 

….that Brightmoor (RBI) is now accepting donations for household items, linens, furniture, appliances, kids’ books, 

toys, and kids’ clothing. Please call Hilary Kristal, Director, at 248-761-4027 or 313-326-4947 to arrange for pick up or 

delivery. Thank you again for your generosity.  

….that you can support our church while shopping online! If you shop through Amazon Smile you can designate the 

church to receive 0.5% of your purchase. Just visit smile.amazon.com, log into your Amazon account as you normally 

would, choose First United Methodist Church of Birmingham as your charity, and start shopping. It's that easy! The 

church will receive a quarterly donation from Amazon that represents their percentage of your purchases. If you have 

any questions, please contact Holly Pisano at hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3133.  

Did You Know 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since October 6: 

Gale Cunningham, Betty Emmert, Jeanne Planet, Frank Ruprich, Erin Schweibold 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Our congratulations are shared with the 

families of these children who were baptized on October 11: Declan Thomas Dawson, Benjamin Gwinyai Mumbiro 

Outdoor Worship (9:30) and Sanctuary Worship (9:30): “Finding Joy in 

2020” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (I Thessalonians 1:1-10) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by 

Merrill Haviland and family in loving memory of Phyllis Haviland.  

• The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Steven Wells, who 

passed away one year ago on October 12, and in gratitude for all the love 

and support given to Lisa and her family during this difficult year.  

CLC Worship (9:30): “Love Like Jesus” – Rev. Rachael Dunlap (Matthew 5:17-20) 

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 851 8509 4691, Passcode: 396411. The final Virtual Coffee Hour will be held on October 25.  

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Big Ten: “Killin’” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Matthew 5:21-26) 

Sunday, October 18 

https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:hpisano@fumcbirmingham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185094691?pwd=S21ZQkIwT3RhM0JtTzk4Q0RBVHYvQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185094691?pwd=S21ZQkIwT3RhM0JtTzk4Q0RBVHYvQT09
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Special Events in the Patch 

Scarecrow Contest….Let’s make scarecrows to parade on the front lawn of 

Birmingham First to keep the crows away from the Pumpkin Patch! We are 

sending a call for creative, homemade scarecrow entries to be accepted 

October 11-19. Until the Patch is open, you can find supplies and registration 

forms in bins by the Circle Drive doors. This contest is open to the 

public. Winners will be announced on October 24 at the children’s parade with 

trick or treating. Check out church the website for more information and 

rules.  

Community Halloween Fun in the Patch….Everyone is welcome to dress 

up and enjoy Halloween on the front lawn of Birmingham First on Saturday, 

October 24 amongst the pumpkins and scarecrows! We will have a children’s 

parade with trick or treating, storybook time, a hotdog Halloweenie Roast, and 

movies on the lawn. See the church website for more information.  

Volunteers are needed to make the Community Halloween Fun in the Patch 

event welcoming and amazing. Register to help at our SignUpGenius link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-community. 

Purchase a pumpkin ahead of time at the Pumpkin Patch, then come to Berkley 

First on Sunday, October 25 at 3:00 p.m. to carve your pumpkin. Families will 

be socially distanced at their own carving station on the Berkley First lawn.  

Sign up for a spot by emailing Julie White, Berkley First Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator. Some tools will be available. Adult supervision is required.  

Family Fun Pumpkin Carving at Berkley First 

The pumpkins ARE coming!  Due to a trucking shortage, hurricanes in the southern part 

of the USA, and a nationwide pumpkin shortage, our pumpkin delivery has been 

delayed. We don’t know exactly when, but we do know that they are coming! Watch 

your email and social media for a notice this week letting you know when they are 

scheduled to arrive. We will need all hands on deck to make sure our Patch gets up and 

running as soon as possible.    

While we are waiting for the pumpkins to arrive, we invite you to go to https://

www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch to sign up up to sell pumpkins at one of our 

two-hour shifts through the end of October. Register as a family, partner with a friend or 

neighbor, or sign up by yourself and meet a new friend. It is super simple to do, all 

instructions will be provided, and it is guaranteed to be a fun and rewarding experience!   

Whether you’re selling pumpkins, buying pumpkins, or participating in one of the special events, we look forward to 

seeing you in “the Patch”! Find all the latest information about the Pumpkin Patch on our website.  

Pumpkin Patch Delayed 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/scarecrows-on-parade-contest
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/community-halloween-fun-in-the-patch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-community
mailto:jwhite@berkleyfirst.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
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It is time for First Kids Preschool’s annual Achatz Pie Fundraiser! We are 

excited about our fundraiser—although it will look a little different this 

year. We are selling coupons that can be redeemed at Achatz Handmade 

Pie Company locations. Coupons will be available for fruit pies, cream pies, 

savory pies and soup. 

Order forms can be picked up at the Welcome Center desk between 10:00 

a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, beginning 

October 20. Orders are due no later than 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

November 4. You can then pick up your coupons from the Welcome Center desk during the same open hours, 

beginning Tuesday, November 17.   

Please note that you can call your local Achatz store and preorder items to ensure they are available on the day you 

would like to pick them up. 

Thank you for continuing to support First Kids Preschool as you purchase a pie coupon (or two) to cap off your 

Thanksgiving feast! 

Preschool Achatz Pie Fundraiser 

Your generous donation of time and resources will help provide 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food to families in the Brightmoor community 

served through the Free Store at Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Donation 

options include: 

• A $20 donation provides a turkey for Thanksgiving. 

• A $35 donation provides an entire meal, including a turkey, a pie, a 

bag of potatoes and non-perishable food items. 

• A $45 donation provides the above listed meal plus a bag of non-perishable food for the Christmas One-Stop 

Shop event.  

• Donate your time to volunteer to: pick up the food from a local grocery store on November 9-13; deliver food 

to Brightmoor on November 20; help hand out meals to Brightmoor families on November 21. Click here to 

sign up. 

Checks (payable to Birmingham First) may be mailed to the church or you may donate online through the church 

website. Sponsored by Children and Family Ministries and Hunger Ministry. Donations accepted through November 13. 

Questions? Please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3134. 

Help Feed a Brightmoor Family! 

If you are a Kroger shopper, signing up for Kroger Community Rewards 

can benefit the Hunger Ministry of Birmingham and Berkley First, which in 

turn feeds people locally and globally. To register, go to 

www.krogercommunity rewards.com and when asked for an organization, 

enter "First United Methodist Church of Birmingham DH313.” Already 

registered? Check your receipts at the bottom to make sure your contribution is going to Birmingham First.  

Kroger Community Rewards 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.communityservicesproject.org/kroger/
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Want to meet others, get your questions answered, or discover new ways to 

connect? Visit with us via Zoom on Tuesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m. for 

conversation and connection. Perhaps you have been attending for a while and 

would like to get more involved but do not know where to begin. Maybe you 

are already a member but have been looking for ways to grow and live out 

your faith. This will be a great time to meet with clergy and staff to find ways 

to connect and grow.  

Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org to 

make your reservation. Join the Zoom meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86579867086?

pwd=NURXOTlPOFBOQXRkRk5FS29UcG1wdz09. Meeting ID: 865 7986 7086, Passcode: 550121  

Connect First 

Our New Member Reunion is a Zoom gathering for those who have become 

members in the last year. We are committed to keeping our church community 

connected, thriving and growing in faith! Let us know how we can help you 

continue to learn and meet in new ways. 

If you are a new member, please plan to join tonight (Wednesday, October 14) 

at 7:00 p.m. To make your reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the 

gathering, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting 

Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

New Member Reunion 

We are excited to offer indoor worship beginning November 1. We have plans 

in place to make this a meaningful and safe experience for all who attend. We 

look forward to welcoming you in worship! 

Birmingham Campus: 

9:30 a.m.  

Worship in the Sanctuary with overflow simulcast in Fellowship Hall and 

livestream  

Worship in the Christian Life Center with livestream 

Berkley Campus: 

9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Worship in the Sanctuary with livestream (go to www.berkleyfirst.org for details) 

Due to limited capacity, pre-registration is required for each worship venue. Each week, registration begins 

on Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. and ends on Friday at 5:00 p.m. If you cannot register online, or if you register and then find 

you cannot attend, please leave a message at 248-646-1200 and someone will return your call to help. Registration for 

November 1 will begin on Tuesday, October 27.  

For information about our safety protocols, what to expect during worship, and to register (when the time comes), 

please visit our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship. 

Indoor Worship Resumes November 1 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86579867086?pwd=NURXOTlPOFBOQXRkRk5FS29UcG1wdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86579867086?pwd=NURXOTlPOFBOQXRkRk5FS29UcG1wdz09
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/indoor-worship/


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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 1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
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