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Abundance 

On Saturday morning, the front lawn at our Birmingham campus will be filled with 

a shipment of 1,000 pumpkins as we kick off our Pumpkin Patch. The proceeds 

from the sale of the pumpkins will go to support three local mission partners that 

are providing critical relief to people in need in surrounding communities as we 

journey through these days: Redford Brightmoor Initiative, Cass Community Social 

Services in Detroit, and Micah 6 in Pontiac. 

I cannot begin to imagine what 1,000 pumpkins will look like on the front lawn  I 

imagine the fields where we used to get pumpkins as a child, but that still doesn’t 

seem like that many. I used to walk those fields forever trying to find the perfect 

one for me. At some point, Mom and Dad would ask me what I was looking for 

because I kept finding one I wanted more. How do you pick one in a field full of 

pumpkins? I’m sure that will be the challenge for me as I search through the Patch in the coming days, as well. In any 

case, I’m sure I’ll find one or more among an abundance of pumpkins. 

In addition to an abundance of pumpkins for sale, we’ve planned an abundance of activities in the Patch. From a 

scarecrow contest to a hotdog Halloweenie Roast, movies in the Patch, story time, a children’s parade and so much 

more, there is so much happening, socially distanced and available to so many. Please check out our website and this 

newsletter to find out more. In fact, tell your friends about it, too. 

Abundance…in more ways than one, it may be that’s exactly what one thousand pumpkins represent for us at 

Birmingham and Berkley First. Between pumpkins, gourds and squash, there are abundant opportunities to volunteer 

outdoors this month and make a difference here and in surrounding communities. Celebrating God’s abundant harvest, 

we’ll be sharing with others as we do throughout this month, right out on the front lawn. 

In this month when we’re usually celebrating our annual generosity campaign, we’re choosing to live generously in 

God’s abundance as we journey through this season. As I indicated in a letter last month, I continue to invite you to 

join me in celebrating God’s gifts as we continue our estimates of giving into the new year. Your gifts are making a 

difference in so many lives. Thank you for your continued support as we celebrate what God is doing among us. Stop 

by the Patch and see some of the smiles you create each day this month. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor  
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Our Church Family 

….that October 11 is the second Sunday of the month, designated as Hunger Sunday, 

which benefits local food providers feeding the hungry. Please consider donating online at 

fumcbirmingham.org/giving or mailing a check to the church noted “Hunger.” 

….that Consecrated Communion Elements are available for pickup inside the Main 

Entrance at Birmingham First on Wednesday and Thursday, October 7 and 8, from 10:00 a.m. 

to 12:00 noon. 

Did You Know 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, October 6: Gale Cunningham, Betty Emmert, Jeanne Planet, Frank Ruprich 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since September 

29: Emory Buckines, Page Gorman, Ramona McMaken 

Outdoor Worship (9:30): Emerge: “We Consecrate Ourselves” – Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer (Exodus 19:1-11, 16-19, 20:1-17 NIV)    

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): “What’s Left?” – Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Mark 

10:17-31) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Joel 

Sundholm in loving memory of Mary Sundholm.   

• The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett in loving memory of her mother, Jean Pickett. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Emerge: “We Consecrate Ourselves” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Exodus 19:1-11, 16-19,  

20:1-17 NIV)    

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 851 8509 4691, Passcode: 396411 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Big Ten: “Honor Your Father and Mother” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Ephesians 6:1-4) 

Sunday, October 11 

Prayer is powerful! Join us via Zoom on the first Wednesday of the month at 3:30 

p.m., beginning October 7, for a midweek time of prayer guided by Pastor Rachael. 

This month we will focus our time on prayers for those who have COVID and for 

the essential workers.  

Connect to Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us and enter Meeting ID: 848 0682 

3415 and Passcode: 245600.   

Midweek Prayer on Zoom 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185094691?pwd=S21ZQkIwT3RhM0JtTzk4Q0RBVHYvQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89185094691?pwd=S21ZQkIwT3RhM0JtTzk4Q0RBVHYvQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us
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One THOUSAND pumpkins! That’s right, approximately 1,000 pumpkins— 

that’s half of an 18-wheeler worth of pumpkins—will be delivered to our 

front lawn on Saturday morning, October 10! With your help, our front 

lawn will become the greatest Pumpkin Patch Birmingham has ever seen.  

Our Pumpkin Patch will open for business after worship on Sunday, 

October 11 and will then be open for 8 hours a day through Halloween. 

We are following CDC guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All proceeds from 

our Pumpkin Patch will go to support local hunger ministries through Micah 6, Cass and Redford Brightmoor Initiative. 

But not only will we be supporting these outstanding local charities, we will also be engaging with our community and 

providing an opportunity for our congregation to fellowship and serve together. Here’s what you can do: 

1. Come on Saturday, October 10 at 9:00 a.m. to help unload our pumpkins. There will be jobs for 

everyone, young and old! No sign-up is necessary…just come and be a part of the fun. There will even be a socially 

distanced area for refueling with Cider Mill Doughnuts! 

2. Go to https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch to sign-up up to sell pumpkins at one of our 

two-hour shifts. Sign-up as a family, partner with a friend or neighbor, or sign-up by yourself and meet a new 

friend. It is super simple to do, all instructions will be provided, and it is guaranteed to be a fun and rewarding 

experience!   

Our Pumpkin Patch promises to be a powerful presence in our community and through our mission work. As if that 

weren’t enough, we have free long sleeve Pumpkin Patch Staff shirts for the first 50 people who sign-up to volunteer!   

Whether you’re selling pumpkins, buying pumpkins, or participating in one of the special events, we look forward to 

seeing you in “the Patch”! 

Pumpkins are Coming! 

Special Events in the Patch 

Scarecrow Contest….Let’s make scarecrows to parade on the front lawn of 

Birmingham First to keep the crows away from the Pumpkin Patch! This 

contest is open to the public. We are sending a call for creative, homemade 

scarecrow entries to be accepted October 11-17.  Winners will be announced 

on October 24 at the children’s parade with trick or treating. Check out 

church the website for more information and rules.  

Community Halloween Fun in the Patch….Everyone is welcome to dress 

up and enjoy Halloween on the front lawn of Birmingham First on Saturday, 

October 24 amongst the pumpkins and scarecrows! We will have a children’s 

parade with trick or treating, storybook time, a hotdog Halloweenie Roast, and 

movies on the lawn. See the church website for more information.  

Volunteers are needed to make the Community Halloween Fun in the Patch 

event welcoming and amazing. Register to help at our SignUpGenius link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-community 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/scarecrows-on-parade-contest
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/scarecrows-on-parade-contest
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/community-halloween-fun-in-the-patch/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-community
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Meet Amy Holton, Middle School Coordinator 

We are pleased to announce that our new Middle School Coordinator is Amy Holton. Amy 

comes to us with experience as a youth director at Chevy Chase UMC in Maryland and 

Central UMC in Traverse City. Amy grew up at Newburg UMC and was active in the youth 

group and enjoyed going on mission trips. During her high school years at Newburg, she 

served in the shepherding program for elementary Sunday School and was a youth 

representative on the Church and Society board.  

Amy says, “I am excited to get to know the students and continue to help them grow in 

their faith. I hope to continue to create a space for them to feel comfortable to learn about 

the love of God.” 

Amy is married to George Holton and they have a 3-month-old daughter named Carmen. 

She also has two cats, Leo and Buffy. Amy is an avid soccer player and has enjoyed the sport 

since she was five years old.  

Please join us in welcoming Amy to our Student Ministry Team and continue to pray for her and our students as they 

get to know one another! 

The increasing chaos in recent months has left most of us on edge. Many of us 

feel the tension in our daily lives and uncertainty about the future. The good 

news is there are many practical strategies that can help us navigate the 

pandemic successfully. 

On Tuesday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom, Therapist and Speaker Matt 

Swartz, LMSW, will lead us through a helpful presentation outlining how we 

respond to change and crisis, and accessible strategies for helping our brains 

and bodies to adjust. Participants will learn not just how to survive, but THRIVE, even in these challenging times. 

Appropriate for high school age and up. 

Join the meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us and enter Meeting ID: 865 0277 2691 and Passcode: 392942 

As a keynote speaker and psychotherapist, Matthew Swartz is fiercely passionate about helping 

people to heal pain, diminish stress, and build their ideal lives. Matt leads a team of 14 counselors in 

healing our community. He works personally with leaders, high performers and influencers, helping 

them to heal their anxiety and trauma, create fulfilling and purpose-driven lives, and positively impact 

the lives of those they lead. Matt utilizes several specialized techniques in his individual work to 

facilitate healing and growth, including EMDR (a new disruptive healing technology) and PCS’s 

proprietary Behavioral Styles Profile. As a speaker, Matt’s mission is making personal growth 

accessible to everyone with digestible content and clear, actionable steps that make change possible 

now. 

Sponsored by Caring Ministries. Caring Ministries has resources to help with mental health concerns. You will find 

informative articles and workshops on many topics on our website at fumcbirmingham.org/caring-support.   

Thriving in Crisis: Navigating a Pandemic 

https://us02web.zoom.us
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/caring-support/
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Discover First 
Join Rev. Elbert Dulworth for Discover First, a one session class that will 

provide you with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take 

your next steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be 

relaxed and informative as you learn more about The United Methodist 

Church and Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an 

opportunity to officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. 

We will meet by Zoom on Sunday, October 11 or Sunday, November 15 from 

2:00- 4:00 p.m.  

We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! To make your 

reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Our New Member Reunion is a Zoom gathering for those who have become 

members in the last year. We are committed to keeping our church community 

connected, thriving and growing in faith! Let us know how we can help you continue 

to learn and meet in new ways. 

If you are a new member, please plan to join us on Wednesday, October 14 at 7:00 

p.m. To make your reservation and obtain the Zoom link for the gathering, contact 

Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at 

mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

New Member Reunion 

Want to meet others, get your questions answered, or discover new ways to connect? Visit with us via Zoom on 

Tuesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m. for conversation and connection. Perhaps you have been attending for a while and 

would like to get more involved but do not know where to begin. Maybe you are already a member but have been 

looking for ways to grow and live out your faith. This will be a great time to meet with clergy and staff to find ways to 

connect and grow.  

Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org to 

make your reservation and obtain the Zoom link. 

Connect First 

Advent by Candlelight has been re-imagined this year as a video experience that will bring all the inspiration of the 

season directly to your home! Premiering on Tuesday, December 1, there will be multiple options to participate as a 

community in this annual tradition. We invite you to consider hosting a small group in your home and decorating your 

table and enjoying dessert together after the program. There will also be a virtual event via Zoom that you can attend.  

The video will remain available throughout the Advent Season. We invite you to watch with your family and friends. 

The United Methodist Women are proud to continue this tradition for our church community. We hope you will plan 

to make this a part of your holiday tradition! Coming soon: SignUp Genius link. 

Advent by Candlelight: “The Work of Christmas Begins” 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Your generous donation of time and resources will help provide 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food to families in the Brightmoor community 

served through the Free Store at Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Donation 

options include: 

• A $20 donation provides a turkey for Thanksgiving. 

• A $35 donation provides an entire meal, including a turkey, a pie, a 

bag of potatoes and non-perishable food items. 

• A $45 donation provides the above listed meal plus a bag of non-perishable food for the Christmas One-Stop 

Shop event.  

• Donate your time to volunteer to: pick up the food from a local grocery store on November 9-13; deliver of 

food to Brightmoor on November 20; help hand out meals to Brightmoor families on November 21. Click here 

to sign up. 

Checks (payable to Birmingham First) may be mailed to the church or you may donate online through the church 

website. Sponsored by Children and Family Ministries and Hunger Ministry. Donations accepted through November 13. 

Questions? Please contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3134. 

Help Feed a Brightmoor Family! 

Our semi-annual food drive is in full swing! The following donation items may be dropped off at the Christian Life 

Center entrance through Sunday, October 11: 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, Kleenex 

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and solutions,  

hand/dish/laundry soap 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) and toothpaste 

• Gloves and masks 

• Diapers 

• Brown bags and wax paper 

• Bottled water and soft drinks 

• Chips, cookies and other snacks 

• Non-perishable food like canned goods/mac n' cheese/cereal 

• Rice and pasta 

• Winter coats, boots (non-fashion), gloves, hand warmers, and socks (can be gently used) 

Contact Bill Guisinger at 248-672-6742 or bguisinger@comcast.net if you can help with sorting on October 11 or 

distribution on October 12 or 13.  

October Food/Supply Drive Ends on Sunday 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044faeac2ba5fc1-brightmoor2
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:bguisinger@comcast.net

