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A Season for Everything 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven…” 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1, NRSV) 

Earlier this month, the Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, our Senior Associate Pastor, 

requested a change to his position among us at Birmingham and Berkley First. This 

past week, Bishop David Bard of the Michigan Conference of the United Methodist 

Church agreed to Pastor Shawn’s change of status from senior associate pastor 

(3/4 time) to associate pastor (1/4 time), effective October 1, 2020. 

Just as so many of our lives have changed in these days, Pastor Shawn has 

recognized a need to step back from some of his current work to spend time with 

his family to help provide childcare for his grandchildren. As a result, Shawn’s 

administrative role will come to an end as he continues to serve among us as our Associate Pastor for Planned Giving. 

This new responsibility that he stepped into last spring has him working with our Endowment Board to focus on 

generosity and legacy giving through our Endowment Fund. 

We have informed Bishop Bard that we are not seeking the appointment of another clergyperson to our team at this 

time. Pastor Shawn’s responsibilities are being divided among some of our Lead Team members as we continue to 

restructure our team focused on impacting our communities and our world with God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

Committees and staff will be updated about the changes in responsibilities in the coming weeks. 

As the seasons change, so, too, does our life together at Birmingham and Berkley First. In these days, we continue to 

keep three key questions before us: 1) what do we need to stop doing, 2) what do we need to do differently, and 3) 

what do we need to start doing so that we might have the greatest impact on our world as we step boldly into the 

future. 

I am deeply grateful to have served alongside Pastor Shawn over these past three years as we have journeyed in 

ministry together. As a church and team, we are stronger because of the work that he has done among us in these 

years, and I continue to celebrate the great things that God is doing in our midst as we live into these days together. 

This week in the Sanctuary and on the front lawn at Birmingham First, we’ll continue to reflect on our transitional 

journey in these days as we talk about how we might lead when we’ve approached uncharted territory. What does it 

mean for us to lead, off the map, and develop new skills for such a time as this? 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Outdoor Worship (9:30): Canoeing the Mountains: “Uncharted Territory”  

– Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 4:18-22) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Canoeing the Mountains: “Uncharted Territory”  

– Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 4:18-22) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by 

Merrill Haviland in loving memory of Rebecca Young.  

• The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Ryker Kacen McKnight, born September 3 to Billy and Kelsie 

McKnight. Proud grandparents are Bill and Janine Friend.  

• The Missions Candle is lit in celebration of Rich Teets’ birthday. 

CLC Worship (9:30): Emerge: “God Protects Us” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Genesis 39:1-23 NIV)    

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Big Ten: “The Name of the LORD” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Deuteronomy 5:1-11) 

Sunday, September 27 

….that 141 flu shots were given on Sunday, September 13! We thank you for your patience 

as you waited in line. Thanks also to all who volunteered to help. Several participants 

commented on how nice it was to see fellow church members’ faces again.  

….that the Altar Flowers are available on October 11 and 25, November 1, 8 and 15. Cost: 

$60. Please contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-

646-6407 ext. 3121 for more information or to schedule a date. 

….that the Hunger Produce Table is open during Outdoor Worship on Sundays. Please 

bring any of your home-grown flowers, veggies, and fruit to the table to donate, or stop by and purchase some for 

yourself! All proceeds go to the Hunger Ministry and will be donated to worthy causes across metro Detroit. To 

volunteer to help at the Produce Table, sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084faea62da75-produce. 

Did You Know 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, September 22: Joan Balogh, Emory Buckines, Gale Cunningham, Barbara Hunt 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

September 19: Page Gorman 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Family and friends of Charles Dalgleish, who died on September 14. Interment took place on September 19. View 

his obituary at https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Charles-Haulden-Dalgleish-Jr?obId=18328543#/

obituaryInfo.  

….Carol Cummings and Roger and Buff Cummings and family on the death of their husband and father on September 

20.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084faea62da75-produce
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Charles-Haulden-Dalgleish-Jr?obId=18328543#/obituaryInfo
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Charles-Haulden-Dalgleish-Jr?obId=18328543#/obituaryInfo
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Student Ministries 
Confirmation Class….Confirmation is an important part of a young person's 

faith journey. In Confirmation class, students will be challenged to think about 

their faith, to put it into action, and to make decisions about their own spiritual 

formation. Registration for Confirmation for students in 8th grade and higher is 

now open. A link to register your child, as well as information on the class and 

a schedule, can be found on our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/

confirmation. If you have questions or need assistance with registration, 

please contact Rev. Susie Hierholzer at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org or Rev. Rachael Dunlap at 

rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org. The deadline for registering is September 27 and class begins on October 4. 

Confirmation Sunday will be May 2, 2021 during the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 

Last Call for College Addresses….Please don’t forget to send your student’s fall address 

to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. Now, more than ever, we want to remember them with care 

packets from the church. Even if they stay home and do online college, we want to include them 

in our mailings. Addresses are needed by September 27 so we can send the first packet in early 

October. If you would like to join the volunteer group that contributes items to the packet, 

please contact Sue Smith at sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

The increasing chaos in recent months has left most of us on edge. Many of us 

feel the tension in our daily lives and uncertainty about the future. The good 

news is there are many practical strategies that can help us navigate the 

pandemic successfully. 

On Tuesday, October 13 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom, Therapist and Speaker Matt 

Swartz, LMSW, will lead us through a helpful presentation outlining how we 

respond to change and crisis, and accessible strategies for helping our brains 

and bodies to adjust. Participants will learn not just how to survive, but THRIVE, even in these challenging times. 

Appropriate for high school age and up. 

Join the meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us  

Meeting ID: 865 0277 2691    Passcode: 392942 

As a keynote speaker and psychotherapist, Matthew Swartz is fiercely passionate about helping 

people to heal pain, diminish stress, and build their ideal lives. Matt leads a team of 14 counselors in 

healing our community. He works personally with leaders, high performers and influencers, helping 

them to heal their anxiety and trauma, create fulfilling and purpose-driven lives, and positively impact 

the lives of those they lead. Matt utilizes several specialized techniques in his individual work to 

facilitate healing and growth, including EMDR (a new disruptive healing technology) and PCS’s 

proprietary Behavioral Styles Profile. As a speaker, Matt’s mission is making personal growth 

accessible to everyone with digestible content and clear, 

actionable steps that make change possible now. 

Sponsored by Caring Ministries. Caring Ministries has resources to help with 

mental health concerns. You will find informative articles and workshops on many 

topics on our website at fumcbirmingham.org/caring-support.   

Thriving in Crisis: Navigating a Pandemic 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/confirmation/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/confirmation/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
https://us02web.zoom.us
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/caring-support/
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Blood Drive - October 6  

In August, our church’s blood drive collected 66 pints of life-saving blood 

for almost 200 people. We are continuing to be the church by hosting 

another community blood drive on Tuesday, October 6 from 12:00-7:00 

p.m. in the Christian Life Center. If you donated at our church on August 4, 

you are eligible to donate again. Since the start of the pandemic, thousands 

of blood drives have been cancelled since a lot of businesses are working 

from home. There is still very much need for blood. 

Please sign up online at https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/129518 or call Sue Smith at 

248-730-3040. COVID antibody testing will be performed on all successful donations. CDC safety standards will be 

followed and properly worn masks are required.  

People need people. Give blood, give life. 

One THOUSAND pumpkins! That’s right, approximately 1,000 pumpkins— 

that’s half of an 18-wheeler worth of pumpkins—will be delivered to our 

front lawn on Saturday morning, October 10! With your help, Birmingham 

First's front lawn will become the greatest Pumpkin Patch Birmingham has 

ever seen.  

Our Pumpkin Patch will open for business after worship on Sunday, 

October 11 and will be open for 8 hours a day from then through 

Halloween. We are following CDC guidelines for COVID-19 safety. All proceeds from our Pumpkin Patch will go to 

support local hunger ministries through Micah 6, Cass and Redford Brightmoor Initiative. But not only will we be 

supporting these outstanding local charities, we will also be engaging with our community and providing an opportunity 

for our congregation to fellowship and serve together. Here’s what you can do: 

1. Come on Saturday, October 10 at 9:00 a.m. to help unload our pumpkins. There will be jobs for everyone, young 

and old! No sign-up is necessary…just come and be a part of the fun. There will even be a socially distanced area 

for refueling with Cider Mill Doughnuts! 

2. Go to https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch to sign-up up to sell pumpkins at one of our two-hour 

shifts. Sign-up as a family, partner with a friend or neighbor, or sign-up by yourself and meet a new friend. It is 

super simple to do, all instructions will be provided, and it is guaranteed to be a fun and rewarding experience!   

Our Pumpkin Patch promises to be a powerful presence in our community and through our mission work. As if that 

weren’t enough, we have free long sleeve Pumpkin Patch Staff shirts for the first 50 people who sign-up to volunteer!   

Keep watching for information on all kinds of events, from movie nights to scarecrow decorating competitions, planned 

for our Pumpkin Patch. Whether you’re selling pumpkins, buying pumpkins, or participating in one of the special events, 

we look forward to seeing you in “the Patch”! 

Pumpkins are Coming! 

https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/129518
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pumpkin-patch
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We need more walkers for the CROP Walk on Sunday, September 27 at 1:30 

p.m. First United Methodist was in the lead, but The Kirk just pulled ahead of 

us! Let's get the shoe back! You have three choices on how to participate: 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk church area 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk your home neighborhood 

• Attend kick-off rally online and walk your home neighborhood 

You are strongly encouraged to register online and have people 

donate online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. Our team name is First United Methodist and our 

team captain is Bob Feldmaier. Envelopes are also available at Outdoor Worship on Sunday mornings. Contact Bob at 

248-642-7265 if you cannot register or donate online. Please bring a phone or tablet to the kickoff rally to listen to the 

CWS message at 1:40.  

CROP Walk — Last Call 

The NOAH Project in Detroit is one of our mission partners, and we hope you will 

help us support their annual Sock It To Me September sock drive. Our youth are being 

challenged to collect 1500 pairs of socks—let’s see if the congregation can beat that 

total! Please donate only NEW adult men’s crew-length socks by Sunday, September 27. 

Drop-off bins (marked for Youth and Congregation) are located by the Main Entrance 

at the Birmingham Campus. 

Jim and Merry Beth Valiquett will coordinate the counting and delivery. If you would 

like to help, please contact them at jvaliquett@comcast.net or mbvaliquett@aol.com. 

Sock It To Me September 

The semi-annual food drive, which usually includes a college competition, will look a little different this year. Hunger 

Ministry has been teaming up with Missions this year to do additional food and supply drives due to COVID-19. This 

fall we will do the same, but will also collect winter gear. The following donation items may be dropped off at the 

Christian Life Center entrance from Sunday, October 4 to Sunday, October 11: 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, Kleenex 

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and solutions,  

hand/dish/laundry soap 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) and toothpaste 

• Gloves and masks 

• Diapers 

• Brown bags and wax paper 

• Bottled water and soft drinks 

• Chips, cookies and other snacks 

• Non-perishable food like canned goods/mac n' cheese/cereal 

• Rice and pasta 

• Winter coats, boots (non-fashion), gloves, hand warmers, and socks (can be gently used) 

Contact Bill Guisinger at 248-672-6742 or bguisinger@comcast.net if you can help with sorting on October 11 or 

distribution on October 12.  

October Food, Supply and Winter Gear Drive 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi
mailto:jvaliquett@comcast.net
mailto:mbvaliquett@aol.com
mailto:bguisinger@comcast.net


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
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