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God’s Gifts of Life 
Two weeks ago, I found myself sitting under a cottonwood tree near a place of 

respite where Dawn and I go from time to time. In the spring, cottonwoods are 

such a nuisance for two to three weeks as they spread their seeds and sneeze-

inducing white cotton substance all over the land. Only a few months ago, it had 

covered the land with what looked like white snow. Now, after a summer that 

passed by too fast, that same tree was starting to drop its leaves on the ground. I 

turned to Dawn and grumbled at how they didn’t even change color. They just 

turned brown and fell to the ground as they shriveled up before our eyes. 

The best part of the autumn days that will soon be upon us is the beauty of the 

colors that are painted across the treetops. A drive of only a few hours north at 

the end of September or the first week of October quickly witnesses to the 

splendor of God’s creation when the colors hit their “peak.” It’s almost as if God gives us one more delight-filled view 

before the winter days come upon us in the seasons that follow. Many hardwood trees share their most beautiful 

colors when they prepare for a season of dormancy before spring’s new life comes upon us again. 

As I watched the leaves fall from that cottonwood without a blessing of color, I was frustrated and upset. How dare it 

not offer the same life-infusing colors of the maple trees around it! A little yellow before a bitter brown from the 

cottonwood just doesn’t seem to compare with vibrant oranges and flaming reds of so many other trees. Perhaps in my 

grumbling, I was more like the cottonwood than I’d care to admit. Yet, how might I, how might we, be more reflective 

of the diversity of the treetops filled with colors? 

Journeying through this season, I’m giving thanks for the radiance that you have displayed in so many ways. God’s gifts 

of life are seen in you in so many ways. A divinity school student is making bread for his friends to share communion as 

they watch services online. Our youth met the other day around campfires in the church parking lot as they wore 

masks and shared their faith journeys together. Choirs are rehearsing outdoors with masks on just to sing together. 

Small groups reach out and call one another. In so many ways, you represent the beauty of God’s paintbrush as we 

travel through this time. 

May what we offer continue to inspire others along this way that leads to life and love in Jesus Christ. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Our Church Family 

Outdoor Worship (9:30): Canoeing the Mountains: “Taking Inventory” –  

Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 22:25-30; 28:16-20) 

Sanctuary Worship (9:30): Canoeing the Mountains: “Taking Inventory” – 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth (Matthew 22:25-30; 28:16-20) 

• The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in 

loving memory of Deborah Garabedian by Diane, David, Susan, 

Dawson,Taylor, Danielle and Alexandra Garabedian and Gary, Diane and Skyler Miettunen.  

CLC Worship (9:30): Emerge: “God Blesses Us” – Rev. Susie Hierholzer (Genesis 12:1-9, NIV)   

Virtual Coffee Hour: Be a part of an informal time of fellowship and conversation on Sunday mornings following our 

Birmingham Campus worship services. Grab a cup of coffee and join us for virtual coffee hour! Join the Virtual Coffee 

Hour Here, Meeting ID: 842 7804 6519. 

Berkley Sermon (10:00): Big Ten: “Who We Worship” – Rev. Zack Dunlap (Exodus 20:1-6) 

Sunday, September 20 

….that updates have been made to our Phased Reopening Chart. Guidelines for indoor 

journey group and committee meetings have been updated, as have Preschool guidelines. Find 

the chart on our website at https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/phased-reopening/. 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on October 11 and 28, November 1, 8 and 15. Cost: 

$60. Please contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message at 248-

646-6407 ext. 3121 for more information or to schedule a date. 

….that the Hunger Produce Table is open during Outdoor Worship on Sundays. Please 

bring any of your home-grown flowers, veggies, and fruit to the table to donate, or stop by and purchase some flowers, 

veggies, and fruit for yourself! All proceeds go to the Hunger Ministry and will be donated to worthy causes across 

metro Detroit. If you would like to volunteer to help at the Produce Table, sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/805084faea62da75-produce. 

Did You Know 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, September 15: Joan Balogh, Emory Buckines, Gale Cunningham, Page Gorman 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Tuesday, 

August 9: Mike Albright, Beckie Bower, Kris Shields 

Our Blessings are shared with the family of Carsten Ryan Deegan, who was baptized on September 13. 

Our Congratulations are shared with Hannah Falberg and Jacob Harley on their marriage on September 5.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….I am writing this note to the staff and fellow Birmingham First members on behalf 

of my family to say a huge thank you for your caring: the gifts, food, flowers, calls, cards, and most of all for the many 

prayers over the years of Ken’s illness. Thank you, one and all, for your love and generosity. You made our heavy load 

a lot lighter. Once again, thank you so very much. —Bev Cooper 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84278046519
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/phased-reopening/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084faea62da75-produce
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084faea62da75-produce


Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

Mental Health issues are on the rise. Caring Ministries has resources to 

help. You will find informative articles and workshops on topics such as helping 

children cope with changes resulting from COVID-19, maintaining your 

emotional immunity, how to deal with COVID-19 re-entry, and grief on our 

website at fumcbirmingham.org/caring-support.   

Caring Ministry has been a resource for many years in helping our 

congregation navigate through difficult times. Historically it has been 

the place where a member, or anyone from the community, can call for any need that they might have. While the 

church building and most offices in the church are closed, Caring Ministry is still available if you need help.   

In the time of COVID, Caring Ministry has taken on new urgency for many of our members. This office is a source of 

well established, multiple resources to help others identify the best resources for their struggle. Whatever your need, 

all will be treated confidentially, and we will do everything that we can to assist you in finding resources and answers.   

When you make a direct call for someone that is in the hospital, or for prayers before a procedure, your call will be 

answered by Lisa Marsh, Coordinator of Caring Ministries. Caring Ministry has an established clergy and laity care team 

that meets on a weekly basis and coordinates appropriate care for our members. Together, the team handles 

everything from hospital, nursing home and homebound visits; and offers referrals for in home medical and respite 

care, housing, grief support, mental health services, meals and prayers. We have volunteers to assist you with grocery 

shopping, rides to medical appointments, pharmacy pick-ups and other errands.   

For any of these needs, please call Lisa Marsh, Caring Ministry Coordinator. Messages can be left on her church 

telephone extension (248- 646-1200 ext. 3160) or at her home office where she is working remotely during COVID 

(248-579-6550). If you are calling after business hours, you may leave a message, or if your need is immediate, you may 

call the Pastor on Call phone at 248-408-0038. 

Caring Ministry has Mental Health Resources and More 

Student Ministries 
Confirmation Class….Confirmation is an important part of a young person's 

faith journey. In Confirmation class, students will be challenged to think about 

their faith, to put it into action, and to make decisions about their own spiritual 

formation. Registration for Confirmation for students in 8th grade and higher is 

now open. A link to register your child, as well as information on the class and 

a schedule, can be found on our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org/

confirmation. If you have questions or need assistance with registration, 

please contact Rev. Susie Hierholzer at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org or Rev. Rachael Dunlap at 

rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org. The deadline for registering is September 27 and class begins on October 4. 

Confirmation Sunday will be May 2, 2021 during the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 

College Addresses Needed….Please don’t forget to send your student’s fall address 

to kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. Now, more than ever, we want to remember them with care 

packets from the church. Even if they stay home and do online college, we want to include them 

in our mailings. Addresses are needed by September 27 so we can send the first packet in early 

October. If you would like to join the volunteer group that contributes items to the packet, 

please contact Sue Smith at sue.smith@beachcom.net. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/caring-support/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/confirmation/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/confirmation/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net
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Humans were designed for community. As we lean into the fall, don’t miss 

out on the opportunity to plug into a new or returning small group, called 

a journey group. We have journey groups that meet online or outdoors 

nearly every day of the week. A full listing is available on the Journey 

Group page on our website. If you need help with instructions for 

connecting via Zoom, contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org. 

If you aren’t sure which group is right for you, use our online Group Locator Tool. This allows you to use filters to 

find groups that may interest you and align with your availability, and then to register or ask a question. Check it out 

on the Journey Groups page on the church website, or contact Pastor Rachael Dunlap (rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org) 

for help finding an appropriate group.  

It’s Not Too Late to Join a Journey Group this Fall! 

Men of Birmingham and Berkley First are invited to a special day of mission 

work, fellowship, and worship on Saturday, October 10. All events are 

being planned with COVID-19 risk reduction strategies in place. 

From 1:00-5:00 p.m., we will be working in the City of Detroit with Life 

Remodeled. As a COVID-19 precaution, participants will travel on their 

own, or in family units, to the work location to which we are assigned.  

After our work in the City of Detroit is done, we will regroup outdoors at 

Birmingham First where we will enjoy boxed suppers together during our 3rd annual Cornhole Tournament. Our day 

will end at 7:00 p.m. with a time of worship and celebration in our outdoor worship center. Face coverings and physical 

distancing are required for all activities onsite at Birmingham First. 

Men, ages 14 to 100, are invited to attend all or part of the day. There is a registration fee of $15 (scholarships are 

available by contacting Pastor Shawn). The event will go on rain or shine. More details and registration are available on 

our website. Registration deadline is Friday, September 18 at midnight. Invite friends, family, and neighbors to be a part of 

this day with you. 

2020 Men’s Day 

Blood Drive - October 6  

In August, our church’s blood drive collected 66 pints of life-saving blood 

for almost 200 people. We are continuing to be the church by hosting 

another community blood drive on Tuesday, October 6 from 12:00-7:00 

p.m. in the Christian Life Center. If you donated at our church on August 4, 

you are eligible to donate again. Since the start of the pandemic, thousands 

of blood drives have been cancelled since a lot of businesses are working 

from home. There is still very much need for blood. 

Please sign up online at https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/129518 or call Sue Smith at 

248-730-3040. COVID antibody testing will be performed on all successful donations. CDC safety standards will be 

followed and properly worn masks are required.  

People need people. Give blood, give life. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3349
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/men/
https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/129518
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More walkers are needed for the CROP Walk on Sunday, September 27 at 

1:30 p.m. You have three choices on how to participate this year: 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk church area 

• Attend kick-off rally at church and walk your home neighborhood 

• Attend kick-off rally online and walk your home neighborhood 

You are strongly encouraged to register online and have people 

donate online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi. Our team name is First United Methodist and our 

team captain is Bob Feldmaier. Envelopes are also available at Outdoor Worship on Sunday mornings. Please contact 

Bob at 248-642-7265 if you cannot register or donate online.  

Walkers Needed! 

The NOAH Project in Detroit is one of our mission partners, and we hope you will 

help us support their annual Sock It To Me September sock drive. Our youth are being 

challenged to collect 1500 pairs of socks—let’s see if the congregation can beat that 

total! Please donate only NEW adult men’s crew-length socks by Sunday, September 27. 

Drop-off bins (marked for Youth and Congregation) are located by the Main Entrance 

at the Birmingham Campus. 

Jim and Merry Beth Valiquett will coordinate the counting and delivery. If you would 

like to help, please contact them at jvaliquett@comcast.net or mbvaliquett@aol.com. 

Sock It To Me September 

The semi-annual food drive, which usually includes a college competition, will look a little different this year. Hunger 

Ministry has been teaming up with Missions this year to do additional food and supply drives due to COVID-19. This 

fall we will do the same, but will also collect winter gear. 

The following donation items may be dropped off at the church Main Entrance from Sunday, October 4 to Sunday, 

October 11: 

• Paper products – paper towels, TP, Kleenex 

• Cleaning supplies such as disinfecting wipes and solutions,  

hand/dish/laundry soap 

• Shampoo (Afro centric) and toothpaste 

• Gloves and masks 

• Diapers 

• Brown bags and wax paper 

• Bottled water and soft drinks 

• Chips, cookies and other snacks 

• Rice and pasta 

• Winter coats, boots (non-fashion), gloves, hand warmers, and socks  

October Food, Supply and Winter Gear Drive 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/birminghammi
mailto:jvaliquett@comcast.net
mailto:mbvaliquett@aol.com


We Are Continuing in Ministry! 

Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship on the front lawn 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org, leave a message at 248-646-6407 ext. 3160,  

or during COVID-19 restrictions only, call her at 248-579-6550  

For pastoral emergencies, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Susie at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Senior Associate Pastor 

Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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